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Al abmy.  the same time .
Austrinn alrernft attacked the
of Ravenna and Porte Corsini, sixty
miles sowth of Venice; Ancona, &0
niles farther fowd), and- Gesly 14
miles below Ancona, as well as Por
tenza, Pleorno, and the Trem'di Is-
landy, also were attacked,

Several fronbler eclashes belwern
Walian and Austiian (roops are rie-
ported from the Trentine border,
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spiring company than the fellowship
of tho glant Intelleets that constructed
this marvelous Industry and a journey
along the pathway of its development,
illuminated at every mile-poat of lts
progress by tho lightning-flashes of
brilliant mings, will be taken at a very
early date.

+ A brief statlstical review of the In-
dustry bLrings out Its growth and mag-
nitude in a most convincing and un-
forgetable manner,

The telephione service of the Unlted
States is the most popular and efliclent
and its rates aro the cheapest of the
telephono systems of the world,

We aro the greuntest talkers on earth,
We send 60 per cent of our communi.
catlons over the telephone, The world
has about 15,000,000 telephones and of
this number the United States has ap-
proximately 9,640,000, Europe 4,020,000
and other countries 1,300,000, Accord-
Ing to the latest world toléphone cen-
sug, the total telephono investment g
'$1,006,000,000 and of this amount $1,-
095,000,000 was credited to the Unlted
States, $636,000,000 In Kuyrope and
$175,000,000 in other countries. Tho
anpual - telephone conversatlons total
24,600,000,000 divided as follows: Unit-
ed States 15,600,000,000; Europe 6,800,
000,000, and other countrles 2,200,000,
000. The total world wire telephone
mileage is 33,262,000 miles divided as

rope 10,335,000, and other countriea
2,679,000. About slx per cent ot

r¢baloner N riteriallaHa1StamlL &
per cent of the telephone wire mile-
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(Dy Assvciated Press.)
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‘New York, May 25—Wlireless com
bitween the  United
Stnles and Germany hnas been seri-
ously handicapped and probably will
continue o until about July 1, by

Rome, via Paris, May 25--The
Italinn  ministry marim‘ announce
ment says:  “The steamer arriving

cal Darletta reportg thit while pares
li:u.: pear the promontory of Cwrgano
at midgnight, she sighted an Austrian
warship with g heavy list, The war-
ship was ckcorted by Tour torpzdo
boats, This prohably. is the warshlp’
which wns driven off from Barletta
after firing several shots,

0. S. RANGK
DIED TODAY

Prominent Attorney Pasgeg Away at
Battle Creek Michigan at
' Noon Today

. S. Ranck of fiis city, died at
noon today
This  bhriet
alterneon

Mesrer

at “Battle Creck, Mich.
word
by
Me,

was recoived this
partner, Frank
had been suf-

his
Ranck

foring for a long time-and for some
months past has’ been’ at DBattle
Creek, . 49

The funeral \\.ll! be held at Dallas,

City, 1. Mr. Messer and 5. K.
Steverson lelt loday to attend the
funeral, .

-

NO EXTRA SESSION OF
CONGRESS IN-OCTOBER

(By AspOVihiou i ives’

Washinglon, D, (¢, May 25—Presl.
dent Wilson sald todny that he had

CollestiorEsHEld By Vol ilfteF$Tan & Staff

glon of conlgress In Oclober

|

the static conditions prevaillng i |
the North Atlantic at fhis time of
Lhe year, "

The wircless station pf Sayville,
I.. T, the receiving slation of the
Atlantle  Communicittion  company,
Ihe (.l.-rman \ngr?lsun -concern,. has
‘wilhin he last week or Lwo been
isoluted recently from the sending
plunt  at Hawen, Germany, it was
learned ‘today, and the same situa-
lion exigts at Tuckerton, N. J., the
sending sletlon for messages to Gor
minny, Such messagey as are re-
celved at Sayville are for the most3
part fragmentary or often Impossible
o decipher.

The cleectrical  actlvities  of the
Aurorn  Borcalls  with  eleetrical
slorms over the wireless routes aro
the cause of tha difficulty, it is ex-
plained and may bp expected (o con-
tinue  several weeks, Thiy means
that until normal conditiins again
prevail  uneenSored  édnfmuaiention
bolween Germany  and the ows'de
worll will be limlted,

The news agencies meantimoe have
been obliged to depend upon London
for regular transmission of (he dally
German war office ffatement,

Convicted
Policeman

Must Die

(Iy Ataotlo.t?d Cress.)

Albany, N, Y., May 25—The sec-
ond conviction of former Police Lien-
tenant. Charles Becker for instigat-
fng the murder of Herman Rosen-
thal, the New York gambler, was up-
held by the court of appeals, Becker
now mugt dié unless he can obtain
clemency from Gov, Whilman, who,
as district attorney -of New York,
proseculed him, or he can obtgin re-
versal by the United States suprome
court,

S

ITALY SUSPENDS THE
PARCEL' POST SYSTEM,

Dy Associated [Pross.)
Washington, May 25-'The  Hallsn
postofice  department  notified  the
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The formation for the march
the monument will take ploco at
0 in the morning, in front of the
n huilding.

'_ho following organizations will
in the march:

et =al Sheridan ' post, com-
nt by Orlando Hartman; Wom-
 leellef corps, commanded by Mrs.
nette Todd, president, Winchester
e, Ladies of G, A. R., commanded
Mrs, Carrie Beedy, president.

Jhe rest of the  programme fol-
8 .
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NEINEG by quartetto—>Nrs, Crildner,
R, I3 Darvidsan, D, 1. F. Kellogg,
ah Fleteher, g
ation by Dre . T I.mr})‘ pastnr of
‘byrerian  church, .
nging by guartette-—>Mra, K E. tGlidner,
. 3. Dasidaan, Dr. 1. ¥ HKeliogg,
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saedtetion by KHewve Mleks,
Must Take Prisoner Home.
'ORTLAND, Ore., May I5.- -Po-
l.ieut, George Trojan o[ New

rk City was ordered today hy Mu-
ipal Judge Jnhn Stevenson to take
wis Brongofsky back to New York
once or the prisoner would be re-
sed. The court asserted that since
yjan arrived here three days ago

Brongofsky he had been con-
ously = entertained by lodgemen
ile his prisoner lanquished in his
l. Brongofsky, accused of a minor
enge. has been held for seventeen
Ve,

Getting Tired of War.- .
PARIS, . May 2h. — When French
ops in the rngmn of Ailly, near
+ Meuse, hoisted [talian flags upon
»{r trenches, says the Paris Temps,
rman soldiers in the positions op-
site *hem galled out: “So much the
tte It will be all over the
fcker,"

AMUSEMENTS.

N

Ifve  econversfons and ninety-five
1econsecrationy last Sunday. Teams
will go next Sunday to Algona, Far-
rar, Granger and Mount Zion.

All railroad city ticket offices In
Des Moines will be closed for at least
n half holiday on Monday  in ob-
servance of Memorial day. Several
are considering closing for the entire
day as do (hé shops and the banks.

«Henry T. Saberzon, chietf clerk of
the secretary ,of state's office, left
vesterday to spend a brief vacation
al Alta, his former home., Saberson
and . K. Cameron, president of the
state board of agriculture, are life-
long friends, both residing in Alta.

An open outdoor swimming pool
for use bv all children will he built
by the school board between‘the two
buildings ot the North Des Moines

High school.

Walter Thomas Miller will address
a massmeting under the auspices of
the soccialist  party at  BEast Higl
kchool on June 3. - An admission fee
of 10 cents will be charged.

AN \()l ‘\( EMENTS.

At lee erenm and card party for the Lhene-

flt nf St. Anthon's achool will be glven
Thursday  afternoon and evening on  the
wehped  Brwn, o .
., OBITUARY.
u.l ('hrir-.t .
Funeral services for (‘al Christ,

who died Monday, will be held at his
mother's home, 702 Riverview street,
this _;1frernnnn at 2:30 o'clock.

FORMER SENATOR  DIES

State Solon

Passes Away at Battle
Creek.

IOWA CITY, la., May. 25.—Spe-
cial: JTowa C('ity received news today
from Battle Creek, Mich., of the
death of (. F. Ranck., former state
genator from this distriet, who

passed away at a sanitarium there to-
day at noon.

Mr. Ranck had been slowly sinking
for the past three davs and, the end
was not unexpected. For many years
the deceased wns one of eagtesn
lowa's foremost lawyers. /
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For Sale
P‘.‘mil Schnabel, 407 Sixth As
Walker's Boot Shop, 613 W,
nut. street.
Kahler-Bryant Shoe (Co., 3
Walnut street.

Elwell-Field Shoe Co., 508 W.
nut. street.
Younker Brothers Inc.

F.Mayer Boot & Shoe (
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deavor he has done well, in fact, like his worthy
sire before him, he is possessed of excellent busi-
ness qualifications, and makes a success of every-
thing to which he seriously gives his atlention.
[Te took up his residence in Lone Tree in the fall
of 1892, and licre he has since mnade his home. 1le
has always been a Republican, and socially is a
member of that worthy order, the Nnights of
Pythias. lle and his wife are the parents of three
interesting little children: Addie, Bell and Glee.
Mr. Evans and his wife move in the highest cir-
cles of sotiety, and are without question worthy
of the respect and esteem which are nccorded them.

O o
= o

-t

—==BP

YRUS S. RANCK was born in Union County
@ Pa., in 1815. 1lis parents were natives of
\_ﬁ the Keystone State and of German descent,
Though of advanced age, the mother now 1esides
in [lancock County, 111, the father having died in
1890.
passed in Peunsylvania, Jowa and Iliuois.
Illinois he attended  the schools, and
lived with his parents until 1865; he then centered
the Baptist College at Burlington, lowa, and re-
mained there four years, and thereafter taught
gchool six montlis. In 1870 he entered the law
department of the State University of Iowa, and
was graduated in the Class of '71. Three years
later he began the active practice of law at lowa
City, Towa, and has so continued ever since. In
188G the Jaw fitm of Ranck & Wade was formed,
which firm still continues 1o do a large legal busi-
ness.

The boyhood days of our subject were

public

Mr. Ranck pussesses fine legal attainments, is a
good luwyer,a man of the strictest honesty and in-
tegrity, and is well known thronghout the State.
Ile has occupied vavious positions of honor, trust
and conlidence, having been elected for a period
of four years City Solicitor of Towa City and also
elected a member of the Twentieth and Twenty-
first (ieneral Assemblies of the State of lowa,

During his term in the Legislature oceurred the

33
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bitter struggle in regard to the appropriations for
the lowa Stute University. The services of Mr.
Ranck at that time are worthy of special mention.
From oune who is familiar with the history of that
eventful period, we quote as follows:

“During his term in the ITouse of Representatives,
a crisis was reached in the history of the State
I_Ini\;ersity. From various causes unusual demands
had been made upon the funds set apart for cur-
rent expenses. The Regents were under the ne-
cessity of making provision for but partial pay-
ment of salarvies, relying upon the Legislature for
a special appropriation to carry them through the
year. Some changes made in the professorships
aroused opposition to this request, unless there
were coupled with the appropriations a provision
for the entire re-organization of the administra-
tive control of the University. As a member of
the Ilouse Committee on the State University, Mr.
Ranck realized tlie necessity of constant watehful-
ness, and gave his time and thought to securing the
needed appropriation.  His judicious course al-
layed animosity and won friends. ‘The needed
funds were appropriated without conditions and
without any essentinl modilications of the man-
agement of the affairs of the institution. That
the crisis was so happily passed was due to the
leadership of Mr. Runck, under whom friends ral-
lied most effectively.” Since retiring from the
Legislature, Mr. Ranck has often been of great
service in his support of measures looking to the
enlargement of the State University.

Our subject was a leading member of the Twen-
ty-first General Assembly and was the Democratic
member appointed by the Speaker of the Ilouse
on the joint committee of the llouse and Senate
to examine into the charges made against Auditor
Brown, and took an active part on that committee.
In 1886 he was elected I'rosecuting Attorney of
Johnson County, Iowa, and was three times nom-
inated by acclamation by the Democratic party for
that position, which he held for six years. In this
particular branch of the law he succeeded so ad-
mirably that fully ninety per cent. of persons in-
dicted during his several terms of oflice were con-
victed, and but one of the hundred or-more in-
dictments drawn by him was found defective.

lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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Of the four cases appealed by him to the Supreme
Court of Iowa on behalf of the State all were re-
versed.

Mr. Ranck is a forcible and eloquent speaker
and is considered one of the best eriminal lawyers
in castern Towa. ‘
of good social qualities, possessed of many of
the best traits of character, and is much esteemed
by his friends. '

IIe i3 a warried man, & man

dl = citizens of Iowa City, lowa, in the profes-
WA sional, business and social life of the place,
and one who lends eminent strength to her Bar,
tone to her finance, and grace to her society, may
be mentioned George A. Ewing.  He has conducted
many cases to a successful issue, for he has a thor-
and comprehensive knowledge of

/CQI‘:(')RGE A. EWING. Among the leading

ough inter-
national law and makes it his aim and object to
thoroughly post himself in his clients’ interests,
and as a result is ravely taken by surprise or at a
disadvantage. lle is a member of the law firm of
Ewing & Lwing, so well known throughout John-
son County, Lowa, and he and his worthy partner
are admirably adapted to honorably prosecute this
most exalted of professions. Their names may be
mentioned in direet refutation of the unjust accu-
sntion that a lawyer cannot be honest, for they
have never wilfully wronged any one, either by
word or deed.

* Mr. Ewing was born in Fairfield County, Olno,
his birth occurring near the town of Lancaster,
on the 28th of December, 1842, he being the
eldest scion of his father’s house. Ilis parents,
Thomas and Eliza (Arnold) Ewing, were born in
Fairfield County, Ohio, and Maryland, respectively,
the father’s birth taking place in 1815. His atten-
tion throughout life was devoted to tilling the
soil, the laborious occupation of clearing and im-
proving wild land being his for a number of years.
ITis father, Thomas E. Ewing, was of Scoteh de-
scent, and in the subject of this sketch may be

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPIIICAL RECORD.

found many of the most noble attributes of that
people, for not only is he courageous and fearless
in expressing his opinion, but he possesses a native
shrewdness, keen discernment and undoubted hon-
esty. Eliza Arnold’s birth occurred in the year
1817, she being a daughter of George Arnold, in
whose veins flowed English blood.

The youthful days of George A. Ewing were
spent in the usual way of farmers’ boys and the
monotonous duties of the farm were only broken
by his attendance at the district schools in the
immediate neighborhood of his home, where the
foundations of an excellent education were laid.
T'he exccllent start he thus acquired in the world
of hoolks was later supplemented by an attendance
at the Wesleyan University at Delaware, Obio,
where he patiently and suecessfully pursued the
path of learning for four years. 1lis analytical
and well-poised mind then naturally turned to
the law as his life occupation, and he carried on
his legal studies in the office of ex-Gov. Medill, of
Lancaster, Ohio, for three years, at the end of
wlhich time, upon application, he was admitted to
the Dar, during the session of the Supreme Court
in 1866.

About this time the State of lowa possessed nu-
merous attractions for Mr. Ewing, but e did not
remove hither until 1872, in which year lowa
City became his home and the scene of his future
operations and usefulness in the preservation of
law and order. lle soon formed a partnership
with Judge John Williams, which continued three
years, after which he became associated with C. S.
Ranck. Four years later this partnership was also
dissolved, after which he continued the practice
of his profession alone until he formed his present
partnership. Their’s is a strong combination, and
the success with which they are meeting is but
their just due. Mr. Ewing has always been an
adherent of the Democratic party, and on the 21st
of August, 1890, he was appointed Captain of the
First lowa Regiment of the DPatriarch Militia. Ile
is a member of Jowa City Lodge No. 4, A. F. &
A. M.,in which he has attained to the Royal Arch
Degree, and he is also a member of Kosciusko
Lodge No. 6, I. O. O. F. Ilis marriage was cele-
brated in 1866, Miss Allie Martin, of Lancaster,

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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Firty-second Comgress, commiencing his congressional career with the
heginning of that Congress, and i~ i leading Republican, having served as
chairman of the committee on military affairs and on other important

connnittecs.,

RS RIS s AN
fowa oImTy

The subject of this sketeh, who halds an honored place at the lowa
City Bars was bornin Pemsvlivania i 8470 His parents were natives
of that state s they moved with their fomily to Hinois in 183535, and thence
<com afterward went to lowa, hut i 1800 returned to HHnos and settled
on g farm i Hlancoek county, where the father died i 188, and where
the mother now resudes € 1gon s,

Cyros attended the public schools in Hhnois and Fowa in his bovhood,
then studied four vears i the Bapust College at Burlington. He then
entered the law deparunent of the Towa State University. from which he
vis graduated i 8z He was admitted tothe bar the same vear and
hegan practice at Towa City i 1874 i 1886 he hecame associated with
\LL L Wade under the firm name of Ranck & Wade.  This partnership
lsted ~ix venrs, until Mo Wade was elected judge or the Distriet Court,
and then he formed a partmership with Mr. Dradley, under the name and
tvle of Ranck & Dradlev, which co-partnership sull continues.

Mr. Ranck has always carvied on a general practice of the law, and
the records of the courts in his county will verify the statement that in
nearhy all of the important cases that have heen tried 1 the courts he has
Feen engaged on eme or the other side in the Tast twenty vears,

In pelitical faith Mr. Ranck was, until 18060, a Demuoerat, and took a
prominent part in e lities: was chairman of the Democratic State Central
Committee in 1803 aud 18g0, bhut, like thousands of other Democrats,
hecame dissatisfied with the Chicago platform, and in 1897 he openly
declared o determination to support the Republican ticket, and has sinl:f:‘
that time acted with the Republican party.  He has held a number of
cfficial 1ositicns, heing city <olicitor of Towa City for four years, @ mem-
Ber of the Twentieth and Twentyv-tirst General \ssemblies of [owa, SIX

vears county attorney of Johnson county, i member of the Twenty-ffth -

General Nssemblv, and was elected 1o the Stune Senate in 1895, serving




wa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa. '



BENCH AND BAR OF IOWA. 417

three sessions, having served, all told, for a period of ten years in the
Legislature of Towa. He was seven years trustee for the Towa School of
the Deaf. He is well known throughout the state, an able lawyer and
a man of the strictest honesty and integrity ; is a member of the Masonic
fraternity and Knights of Pythias.

JOSEPH T. BEEM,
MARENGO.

Joseph T. Beem was horn in Marengo, Towa, October 22, 1852. He
graduated from its high scheol and fram the law department of the
University of Iowa, obtaining from the latter, in 1875, the degree of
LL. B. He has since practiced his profession at Marengo. having served
as county attorney from 1891-95. He has also Deen a member of the
board of education of Marengo for five years, and in 1896 was a candi-
date for elector on the National Democratic ticket. '

THOMAS STAPLETON,
MARENGO.

Thomas Stapleton was born in Bloomington, I, May 24, 1854. He
is a graduate of the State University of Iowa, and since 1878 has been
engaged in the practice of his profession. He first located in Towa City,
where he continued until April 10, 1880, since which time he has been
a practicing attorney in Marengo. In politics he has been a Democrat,
and has been quite prominent in county and state politics, serving as
prosecuting attorney of Towa county from January I, 1887, to January
1, 181. He has established a good general practice, and has also been
called into the service of several banks and corporations, both as attorney
and director.

HON. ROBERT G. COUSINS,
TIPTOXN.
Robert G. Cousins was born in Cedar county, Iowa, in 1859. He
is a graduate of Cornell College. class of 188, and in 1882 was admitted
to the bar. Siuce that vear he has heen engaged in the practice of his




e et e iy .

—————

So

o
L
[ e

Re ¥
e

20
Recollections and Sketches -s8¢

of Notable Lawyers and
Public Men of Early Iowa

Belonging to the First and Second
Generations, with Anecdotes and
Incidents Illustrative of the Times

By

EDWARD H. STILES

For many years a member of the lowa Bar; member of its House
of Representatives, 1863-1864; member of its Senate, 1865-1866; Re-
porter of its Supreme Court, 1867-1875; author of Complete Digest
*f its Decisions from the earliest Territorial period to the 56th Iowa
Reports.

“In old age alone we are masters of a treasure of which we cannot be
eprived, the only treasure we can call our own. The pleasures of memory
and the retrospect of the varied images which in an active life have floated
before the mind, compensate, and more than compensate, for the alternate

pleasures and cares of active life.””—SIR ARCHIBALD ALLISON.

“Personal anecdotes, when characteristic, greatly enliven the pages of

a biography.”"-——SAMUEL SMILES.
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During his term of office he to a large extent kept up his general practice and
after that greatly extended it. He became known as one of the most eminent law- f
yers in the state. I

In the latter part of his life and while his years were not so far advanced as
to deprive him of its activities, and his capacity for enjoying its varied scenes, he
gradually retired, devoting a portion of his time to travel, to books and the serene
enjoyment of life’s evening. From a letter to me | take the liberty of making the ,
following extracts as throwing some light upon the character and closing years of f
this man: {

In regard to myself, | have been practicing law since 1868, and have a pardon- '
able pride in my success as a lawyer. [ have, like many other lawyers, lost by
injudicious investments and have not accumulated property as I might have done ¢
and as my business justified me in doing; but I have enough to keep the wolf from q
the door. We have four children who have built homes of their own, and seven i
grandchildren. My youngest son, George E. is District Attorney in the North- £
western Distriet of New Mexico. My oldest son has quit the law and engaged in |
o engineering. He bought into a hydro-electrico plant and improved and de-
\ 2d it, and then sold out at a handsome profit. He has an apple orchard and is
on ‘easy street” financially. His residence is at Dryden, Washington. My
eldest daughter, Mrs. W. D. Lovell, is the wife of a civil engineer and contractor.
He has made a success in life and is very comfortably fixed financially. My '
youngest daughter, Mrs. William Ruthrauff, lives in Chicago. I have no reason ]
to complain of what life has brought me. I have enjoyed it, and at nearly three
score and ten years I feel quite strong and vigorous; but am gradually letting loose
of hard work. In a week my wife and 1 will start for Yellowstone Park and will
spend a month with my son, Hubert, at Washington.

Cyrus S. Ranck was a native of Pennsylvania and a graduate of the State
University of lowa. Through the course of many years he was an able, strenuous
and successful lawyer. His name will be frequently found in connection with the
reports of the Supreme Court of the State. He was engaged in cases of the highest ;
importance. He was strong and resourceful and might have acquired a fortune, '

but as I am told, did not. E!

He was a man of high character and a frequent recipient of the public esteem.
[He was chosen and served for a period City Solicitor of lowa City and for six years {
as County Attorney. He repeatedly represented his County in the State Legis- Ir
lature. In the fall of 1883 he was elected to the House and served in the 20th
General Assembly, and in the fall of 1885 was re-elected and served in the 21st
General Assembly. In 1894 he was again elected to the House and served in :
the 25th General Assembly. In the fall of 1895 he was elected to the State Senate i
and served in the 26th and 27th General Assemblies. For more than forty years '
he was regarded as not only one of the best lawyers, but one of the most efficient

and useful legislators.
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George W. Ball was for many years a prominent lawyer of Johnson County and
"~ State. As I am informed, he was a native of lowa, born in Jefferson County

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Histo of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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