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MEET ME ON THE CoRl'iER 

42nd Street and Harwood Drive \ 

Banker, developer, politician 
. . 

co-founder of Gil-Mar Park 
By RENDAlUTZ 

1lE0iSlUI STAFf WWTEA 

G 
. iIbert S. Gilbertson was a 
successful Iowa public 

.... ..; ....... ~~~~~ a pr~ro.us 
~==tJ ....... uw. It was his In-

terest in resideru:ial development 
that endures today. 

Early successes in northern 
Iowa led Gilbertson to Des 
Moines and a partnership with 
William B. Martin. Martin, 17 
years Gilbertson's senior, was 
president of Iowa ~ and 
Savings Bank while Gilbertson 
served as vice president. Gilbert
son was also president of Inter
state Business Men's Accident 
A ssociation, later !mown as in
terstate Assurance Co. 

The two men formed Inter
Stme Realty Co. in the ""0/ lim; 
to deveq, a luxurious neghOOr
hood between 42nd and 45th 
streets, from Center Street to in
gersoll Avenue. Gilbertson and 
Martin used the first three letters 
of their last names to designate 
the development. 

Gil-Mar Park was platted in 
10C8 in a former d1eny orchard.. 
It became the first residential ar
ea in the city with circular streets 
and green parks at the intersec
tions. Martin and Gilbertson buih 
homes for themselves in the new 
neighborhood. Gilbertson crafted 
a roomy 2V~ory home with five 
bedrooms and a spacious garage 
and carriage boose on a large lot 
at the oomer of 42nd Street and 
Harwood Drive for his wife and 
two daughters. 

Gilbertson was born in Spring 
Grove. Minn., onOct.17, 1863. He 
attended a business oollege in 
Janesville, Wis., as a young 
teenager. At age 16, Gilbertson 
farmed land his father bought in 
Worth Co.mty, Iowa, before se
curing a plSit:ion as a bookkeeper 
and salesman with an agriCul
tw"al implement firm in Forest 
aty. 

He began his political career at 
age 25 when hewas eJected!=1erk 
of the district court ofWinneOOgo 
r ..... , ..... , u .. " " • ., .. _I_<>I"i fhr_ 

~ I I 
" .. 
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SPECIAL TO Tl"iE I'tEGJSTER 

42nd Street: This is a copy of an old picture of Gilbert S. Gilbertson's home on 42nd Street in 
Des Moines, part of the Gil-Mar Park neighborhood. The area was the first in the city with 
circular streets and green parks at the intersections. 

more times, before he was elected 
state senator from the 41st dis
trict, which was Mitchell, Worth 
and Winnebago counties in 1896. 
FOW" years later, Gilbertson was 
elected on the Rep.ililican ticket 
to the office of state treasurer by 
a l00,(KX).vote majority. 

Gilbertson, who had also 
served as city treasurer of Forest 
City for 10 years and the secre
tary of the town's board of edu
cation for seven years, . proved 
over three terms to be a capable 
custodian of state money. Gil
bertson's years as state treasurer 
overlapped several of Martin's 
years as secretary of state. 

Belle D. Whitney became the 
woman supporting the ambitious 
man when the couple wed on 
Awt. 29. 1889. 

Gilbertson became ODe of Io
wa's best known bankers at the 
tum of the 2Ilh century. He or
ganized the Forest Oty National 
Bank in 1895. the same year he 
formed the Forest City Loan & 
Abstract Co. He went on to serve 
as president or an officer of tour 
other banks in northern Iowa and 
one bank in Minnesota He was 
also proprietor and JX.Iblisher of 
the Winnebago Summit. 

In addition to the Inter-State 
Realty Co., Gilbertson also served 
as general manager of the 
Northwestern land & Coloniza
tion Co. The oompany p.lfcha.sed 
I2 townships in North Dakota for 
development. • 

Gilbertson's business interests _ 
were slowed by his battle with a ' 
blood disease. He and his wife 

lived in California for awhile 
hoping for an improvement in his 
heahh before returning to his 
Gil-Mar Park home in 1917. He 
died at Lutheran Hospital of a 
stroke at age 54 on Nov. 25, 1917. 

An editorial in the Des Moines 
Tribune the foUowing day 
praised the legacy Gilbertson left. 
"He was a genial man ... He did 
everybody a favor if it was in his 
power-.- It was also noted, ~He 

wouJd have been a weahhy man 
had he lived.· 

Gilbertson's Gil-Mar Park 
home was originally marked as 
640 42nd St, By the 1930s tt had 
been renumbered 620 42nd St. 
The home is still a private 
residence. 
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