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focity o, (8.7 1847

3. Significant events for example:
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B. Civic responsibilities

C. Profession cy%éﬂ 2204 A nJWZiifiazﬁ,yﬁﬁanz,,/344uu4/

/ /
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/ il / ,A{/'-‘ > / ’ ’ -~
5. Sessions served g?7¥4&7¥w<géwxrﬂx, Lageir klies/ /@%&i:ﬂiﬂﬂ
6. Public Offices
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C.'National

¥ = x ] - r ( . el f
7. Death :ﬁu‘“/éﬂ}i';‘f//?#f aiﬂ.;./;ffjwu/! v;/ﬁf k ’J/({\?Jtﬂi Jﬁf.r:'n /wzw/:;{/f\
¢ i
8. Children_ Z./v/
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9. Names of parents K;Qh . PR m/ ol Jé¢ e //Z%'ﬁﬁv;) (2};!1

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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12. Other applicable information AﬁZhuAZ}a.
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Grand Old Man’ of GOP,
53“ C Clark, Dies at 82__.

SATURDAY, JUNE 26, 1943—8 PAGES

. Clark, 62, one of Wcbsler |
most distinguished citizens,'
former mayor in two periods of |
lno city's history, long time mem-u
ber of the school board, postmnc—-'
ter for 11 wears, outstanding ad
vocate of  municipal ownerqh;p
and the manager form of cny
government, widely and 'nffer‘-l
tionately known over the state n,l

rone of the gravd old men of re-

publican politics, died quietly ml
his sleep Friday afternoen at 3:29
o'clock. at his nome, 644 Thirty-
{ifth street, in Des Moines.

The body will be brought to!
Webster Cily Sunday noon and
will lie at the Foster funeral home
where  friends may call  until
Monday afternoon at 3:30 o'clack
when a brief service will be con-
ducted by the Rev. H. W. Putney

of the Congregational r:hurcrh_-.:l
Burial will be made in Gr:u.-e!:!nd?
cemetery.  The service will bej
vbrief because of poor heualth nsi"
Mrs. Clark. et
Wide Influence 2
Though a resident of Des Moines
sines May, 1922, when the la"
Gov. N. E: Kendall apvointed him
state dairy corumissioner, and
though he had sp‘éht 13 ye
about the statehouse in offi .
capacities, he alwa}'s considere
Webeter City his home. At e
election, he cast his vole her
lke old home ward precinet.
Probably no man in the pas
years has left o iarger impres
on Webster City and its civil
than R. G. Clark. Always

CLARK—
Continued on pag'e ﬂ
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Continued from page 1

staunch republican, he had pro-
bably spent more years in public "

office than any man who ever, (While Dewitt MacKenzie is on
lived here. Yet he was not a vacation, this daily column is be= |

chrontc officd seeker: 'ing written by Max Hill, former

Beea " ¢hief of the Associated Press Bu-
of those rare characters in whDSGimau in Tokio.) '

integrity, both his political friends;

THE WARM

|

.
b oeaas

-

and foes had the highest confid-
ence. And whenever the city had
need for someone to head
movement for community better-
ment or to enter the political ar-
ena to uphold the cause of good
government, sentiment quickly
crystallized on “Russ" Clark, as

he was best known here.
A Civic Leader

At two widely different periods
he had : represented  Hamilton
county in the state legislature,
where he exercised a powerful in-
fluence. Also at tivo widely dii-
ferent periods he had served as
mayor of this city and he spent
many years as a member of the
school ‘board and city council.
Better sthools, & better city and a
better county and state were al-
ways uppermost in his mind.

In the earlier years of his res-
idence here he became a leader
in the movement for municipal
ownership and later hé espoused
the plan for a city manager form
of gtvernment. He was a men

-

of the people, and he helped to
elect the first manager.  And
among his earlier political activ-
ities he had a large part in the
establishment of the primary sys-
fem of nominating city, county
and state candidates. He was al-,
ways a firm believer in the right|

% the cost of various products, that

l I recently returned from a tour

ber of the council which estab- h
lished this plan following a \.oto!couldn‘t buy more than they need-

! By Max Hill
| There is so much loose talk now
labout shortapes of food, and of

(& comparison with what the rest
of the world is eating may be
worth while, _

I am convinced afier sever-
al personal shopping trips that
the food situation—at least in
New York—is being exagrer-
ated. We are not hungry now,
nor are we likely to be hun-
gry in the future. It is quite
obvious that we may have fo
change some of our faney
cating habits, but that is
about all,

Ever since I returned from Ja-
pan in the autumn of 1942 I have  been
ibeen astonished and more than al
‘litle worried by our waste of food. | milkt
Our garbage pails contain enough
scraps to feed either Germany or
Italy or Japan in far better fash-~
ion than they eat now.

Midwest Tour

‘hrough the midwest, and nowhere
did I find an area where people

S

b e L o

City, where he established him-

self in the same line of business.
In State Office

Mr. Clark and family left Web-
ster City in May, 1922, when he
was appointed state dairy come
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of popular suffrage and he had an,Missloner. When the departmeat |
abiding confidence in ability of ©f airiculture was created in 1929, |y
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sible privileges in fixing the 'D“‘__fdull gppointed the IIrSt SETrvuEry | “{htowalers
ities of government. lof agriculture, kept Mr. Clark 23 leven if the Des
Man of People lchief of the division of dairy and |high and mudde
‘There was never :m;s’thinglfmd* X : '
Ctricky in the political activities| Cassady died in 1824, and Gov= ha
of Rust Clark. He wus o man of e/moer Kendall appointed M, ity
the people and his inherent hon- Clark as interim secretary. 10
esty and integrity made him a!serve until the republican sfate
power, in county, district and convention nominated Thornburg, im
state politics. Many of the out- Cassady’s assistant, as the Repub-
standing state political officials lican candidate. Then Kendall ap-
ih the past decade owed {heir sue- pointed Thornburg, Mr. Clarki
cess #n the ardent support and the served as secretary from July 110
good advice given them by Mr.jto July 28. : b
Clark. Thornburg kept Mr. Clark in}
;..Possibly no man who ever lived his dairy and foed post wuntil #
_ in Webster City was more univer-| 1933 and re-appointed him when?
L sally loved and respected than he was elected secretary again in
- Russ Clark, and during his more|1938. Mr. Clark became ill ingy
| @ctive years in politics no man in|August, 1941, and was forced (o
%-N‘ft__,-‘?{ Town exercised a wid-|petire in December, 1941.
uence in county. district or| Frequent Visitor ip
S 80 'wmf:i‘r t;l:sbeinﬂu-! During the 21 years that the.
B8 1 1 ot He family lived in Des Moines, Mr.
o o on-iClark was 2 frequent visitor ini
Ways relying  on thig city and always took a livej
will of the voters', torest i do o trai here ND_;,-
B b6 cxeccised.  Ral D erest in civic affairs here. Not,
Sth i ;did he ever lose his interest in
th in popular gov-iyha gperation of municipal owner-
d on the expressed| . B R
1&_people, and he never ship clni‘ public uilities here nor i
ted in political trick erv'tho czt,\: manager {orm. of govern-
%% popular movements, ,ment, in both of which he had
* had a large part in establishing.

~ Born in East Marehalis O ‘home®
‘was born in Lawrence, | Vebster City was always ‘home

“Feh. 9, 1861. and was an ° Dim- _ _
ild. When he was ten' He was essentially a man of the

old, his parents moved to PCOPIS. always kindly in manner
der.. Towa. In 1885 they 20d speech and widely popular. e
to Wititams. The father FOF the past two vears howeves, |
ed in the wholesale pro- ¢ had been in failing health and |
i commission business, had been confined to his home_'- :
n followed him in this @nd bed much of the time. In hist =
andling mostly byt~ death, Webster City has lost a
eream and poultry. fine character, a man who loved | gee
was married Oct, 13, this city and community and a hek been
Emily S. Rann, of man to  whom the commumiy {ey
After a brief resi- ewes much for the many things 3
gms, Mr, and Mre he had done to improve its gov~ |
“fo Webster City ernment and the service of its =
- child, Sibyl, was public utilities, §
'K and Sibyl are’ PO T T
: Draft Law Violations
£ o Clack ab - Far Less in This Wat
0 Marcus, where' NBEW YORK C_’m. ~48—Draft
foduce businsss |1aw violations so fir during the
“three yars, i, War, says E. E. Conroy, ehief of
fénfored the arena of|the New York FBI office, show
ing his brief resi- @ 62 per cent drop as m\hﬁhn‘a'i'
He held the offices of With Warld War 1 figures. :
perk and nassessor. lnE He credited the reduction n
WWIIecqpmcorrpiiﬁde‘hymlunhbfﬂ%ﬁ&ﬁim&t&miﬂﬁwﬁ%Ué&immb‘r%
g and after three months forcement  methods and  more
B, MY Clark enmia to Websler drastic penallies for vielations
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among his earlier political activ-
ities he had a large part in the
establishment of the primary sys-
tem of nominating city, county
and state candidates. He was al-
ways a firm believer in the right
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ward rented a farm south of the village of
‘Blairshurg for six vears.

About the time he removed to his pres-
ent farm Mr. Streveler was married. He
and his vounger brother purchased one
hundred and sixty acres of raw prairie,
which they hroke and improved, planting
the grove which now surrounds the pleas-
ant home of our subject. Here Mr. Strev-
eler has since remained, adding one hun-
dred and twenty acres to his farm since dis-
solving the partnership with his brother
in 1898. The Steveler brothers always
dealt in graded cattle and hogs and also
raised their own horses. and through the
-areful conduct of his farm work our sub-
sect became one of the well-to-do citizens
of the county, his farm bheing a very val-
uable one. ,

On the 1&th of October, 1876, Mr. Strev-
eler was united in marriage to Miss Mar-
garet Birens. who was born in \Washington
county, Wisconsin. \ugust 18, 1837, a
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Mathias Birens.
The mother died during the early childhood
of the daughter and the father passed away
in 1goo. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Streveler
have been horn six children: Rose. the
wife of Fred Chaplincki, of Wright county,
Iowa, by whom she has two children, Al-
verta and Fva: William, on the home farm:
Mary, the wife of Horace Dodge. agent
for the Tlinuis Central Railroad Company:
Tice. John [, and Clara, all at home.

Mr. Streveler is independent in his poli-
tical afiiliations. e served as road super-
visor for three vears and is now a school
director. Bl he and his wife are mem-
hers of the Catholic chureh of Williams.
Oir <ubject has long been a resident of
Towa and duringe the first few vears of his

residence here many ~severe hlizzards oe-

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa LiT

curred. the snow heing so deep that it
made winter work even more arduous than
that of summer because it was necessary
to dig paths from house to barn and to
care for the cattle in order to keep them
from freezing. Other hardships and trials,
incident to life on the frontier, were borne.
but as the years have passed civilization
has wrought a change in the condition of
the country as well as in the financial con-
dition of Mr. Streveler, whose energy, hard
work and preseverance enabled him to
overcome all difficulties and obstacles in
his path and eventually attain success.

R. G. CLARK.

In business success. political prominence
and general standing R. G. Clark certainly
deserves a p'ace in the history of Hamilton
county. Coming to the county as a voung
man he has grown with it, building for him-
self a good business. holding many posi-
tions of trust and honor. and by his hon-
esty of purpose and faithfulness in public
service he has gained the position he now
holds. having the friendship of many and
the respect of all who know him.

Mr. Clark was born in Lawrence. Mas-

sachusetts, February 9, 1801, and is the son

of Amasa C. and Jennie (Gordon) Clark.
both of whom were natives of Landaff,
New Hampshire. The father at an early
age started out for himseli, dividing the
first few vyears between teaching school
and working on a farm. Shortly hefore his
marriage he removed to Lawrence, Mas-
sachusetts, where he started in a small way
the business that eventually grew into a
wholesale produce and commission busi-
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ness. Becoming infected with the western
fever he removed with his family in 1872
to Manchester, Delaware county, lowa,
where he continued in the same line of
pusiness. In 1883 he became a resident of
Hamilton county, settling in Williams,
where he and his wife continued to reside
until a few months before his death. which
occurred at their home in \Webster City in
the spring of 19o2. \Vhile the major part
of Mr. Clark’s career was in the produce
business he was an inventor of no mean
ability, several of his ideas developing into
practical and useful inventions, the most
notable of which were a milk pan, a churn,
a butter worker and a starch dryer. The
milk pan was one of the hest of its kind un-
til this manner of handling milk was dis-
‘placed by the separator method. His po-
litical support was given to the Republican
party and he was a member of the Ancient
Order of United \Workmen.

R. G. Clark was an only son. He pur-
sued his education in the public schools of
Lawrence, Massachusetts, and of Manches-
ter, Jowa. He matriculated in Iowa Col-
ege at Grinnell, leaving that institution in
his junior yvear. Returning to Manchester
he followed the occupation of an engineer.
For two yvears he ran the engine and had
charge of the iron work in a large manu-
facturing establishment. Leaving there he
removed to Marcus, Towa. where he en-
gaged in business for himself as a produce
merchant. For three vears he remained in
Marcus. \While there his political instinct
first made itself maniiest. Ile held in turn
the offices of township clerk and assessor.
In the summer of 1885 he came to Will-
ams, Hamilton county, and formed a part-
nership with his father. which continued
until the death of the latter.  His residence

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Libri

there was short as three months later they
opened a like establishment in \Vebster
City, of which he took charge, and which
he continues to the present dav. He added
a little later the ice business and the Ar-
tesian \Well Creamery, and also maintained
at different times branch houses at Blairs-
burg, Dows and Brushy.

On the 18th of October, 1887, Mr. Clark
was united in marriage to Miss Emily S.
Rann, who was born in Whitewater, Wis-
consin, and is a daughter of H. L. and
Mary (Leffingwell) Rann, both of whom
were natives of New York, in which state
they were reared and married. Mr. Rann
founded, in 1871, the Manchester Press,
thé leading Republican paper of Delaware
county, and one of the best country news-
papers in Jowa. This he edited until his
death, when it passed into the hands of his
widow. It is now edited by his son. H. L.
Rann. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Clirk has been
born one child. Sibyl Freeman, whose birth
occurred September 28, 1888, in Webster
City. In public affairs Mr. Clark has al-
wavs taken a prominent part and has ever
taken a deep and active interest in politics.
For two years he was an alderman of \Veb-
ster City and was elected mayor for a two-
vear term, heing the yvoungest mayor ever
chosen in \Vebster City. He has been chair-
man of the Republican county central com-
mittee four times and is now serving his
seventh vear as a member of the school
hoard. In 1Rg7 he was elected to represent
his district, the sixty-third, in the general
assembly of Jowa. serving two terms. In
political thought and action he has always
heen indepentlent, carrying out his honest
views without fear or favor. The complet-
ing of the first sewer, lowering and widen-
ing the sidewalks, raising the grade on

bry, Des Moines, lowa.
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Main street. purchasing and installing the
electric light plant, Webster City being one
of the pivncer cities to adopt municipal
ownership, and the establishing of the city
scales and mirke: square are all monuments
to the city comnctl of which Mr. Clark was
a member enner as alderman or mayor.

On enteiing the legislature Mr. Clark
joined the minority faction of his party to
fight against corporate influences, involv-
ing the question of railroad taxation. He
soon becane one of its leaders and alter
four years of constant work this minority
had grown tu an overwheling majority,
resulting in the election of A. B. Cummins
‘or governor. lle is an unialtering advo-
cate of Republican principles, doing every-
thing in his power to advance the party’s
growth. In business he has achieved suc-
cess and in private life he has gained that
personal regard which arises from true char-
acter, deference for the opinion of others,
kindliness and geniality.

E. 5 CARPENTER.

E. S. Carpenter, who, is now living a re-
tired life in Stratford, was born in Madi-
son county, New York, in 1823 and is a
brother of Miram Carpenter. of \Webster
City, who is represented on another page
of this work. In the district schools the
subject of this review pursued his educa-
tion. He came to Iowa in 1863, settling
first at Boonesboro, where he engaged in
clerking in a hardware store for a year and
a hall.  He then built a home of his own
and became interested in the furniture busi-
ness, but subsequently sold that in order ta
engage in the grocery business at Aoin-

gona. After a short time, however, he re-
moved his stock at the latter place to
Hook's Point and with his partner, B. C.
Dixon, opened a general store there, con-
tinuing at that place for eight or nine vears,
during which time he served as postmaster
under General Grant. After the railroad
scheme became known to the general pub-
lic Mr. Carpenter became engaged in mak-
ing railroad ties, manufacturing many thou-

‘sand, but the Patrons of Husbandry, an

organization opposed to railroads and mo-
nopolies, so worked against the railroad
that the plan of extending the line was
abandoned and thus the firm of Carpenter
& Dixon, engaged in the manufacture of
ties, became bankrupt, losing all they had
with the exception of their homes. They
had made over seven thousand dollars
worth of ties, had operated a sawmill. em-
ploved laborers and had otherwise invested
time and capital, so that the abandonment
of the project came to them as a terrible
blow.

Mr. Carpenter afterward worked in a
wagon shop as a partner of S. J. Berggren,
who had established the business, and two
vears later, when Stratford was started,
Mr. Carpenter came to this place. Here
he followed the carpenter’s trade and later
he acquired forty acres of land, which he
subsequently traded for a building in Strat-
ford in which he opened a stock of furni-
ture and thus became connected with the
mercantile interests of the citv. He had
carried on a successful husiness for a little
more than two vears, when he lost all of his
store and its contents by fire, about eight
hundred doliars going up in smoke within
a few minutes. Tle then disposed of his
salvage at a special sale and closed up the
business. Since that time he has devoted
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