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The family has been active in the United 
Methodist Church of Estherville. Kenneth served on 
/··-·dou~ boards and committees, one being the building 

\Uittee of the new church complex. He has been ac­
tt.~ /in community activities a long period of time, a 
member of Farm Bureau and the Republican Party. He 
was a member of the board on the Estherville 
Cooperative Creamery, the Emmet County Draft 
Board, and a field assessor. He is presently a member of 
the County Zoning Commission, and Superior 
Cooperative Elevator Board. He is a member of the 
Masonic Lodge, Abu Bekr Shrine, and also the local 
Elks Lodge. 

As he approaches retirement, it is with much in­
terest and pride to have had a small part in the 
technical advances in farming and in the community in 
general. 

Mark K. Whelan 
M. K. Whelan was born in Mullinger, Ireland, 

February 22, 1853. In 1872 he came to the United States 
and in 1877 to Emmet County. On July 1, 1883 he was 
united in marriage with Elizabeth Tilton, who died in 
August, 1917. 

After coming to Emmet County Mr. Whelan was 
en~aged as a school teacher in the rural schools of High 

\and Armstrong Grove Township. In 1882 he was 
S'p. Anted by the board of supervisors to fill the office of 
county sheriff made vacant by the resignation of Mr. 
Roan. He was elected to the office of county sheriff for 
five consecutive terms. 

Following this term of public office Mr. Whelan 
was elected to the state house of representatives from 
Emmet County. In 1898 he was appointed postmaster 
after serving two terms in the state legislature. In 1906 
he retired from the postoffice. . 

Following his retirement he spent much of his time 
in real estate business and in traveling. While in 
California he married Jennie Barr and they returned to 
Estherville to make their home. She died in 1936. 

In April 1931 he made his next venture in politics 
when he took the office of Mayor of Estherville which he 
served for two terms leaving that office in April 1935. 

Mr. Whelan died March 9, 1940 in his home and is 
buried in Oak Hill Cemetery. 

He was a charter member of the North Star Lodge 
No. 447 A. F. & M. Jeptha Chapter 128, Royal Arch 
Masons and Esdraelon Commandry No. 62. He was the 
last living charter membe!"'of the Masonic Lodge. He 
was also a charter member of the Presbyterian Church 
organized in Estherville in 1880. In his earlier years he 
wa~yice president of the First National Bank. He was a 
ij'" ')te to the national Republican Convention in the 
t,, . ·.t /20's. 

Jack B. White 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack B. White became residents of 

Estherville, Iowa in August of 1936. In late December 
Mr. White began operating a Frozen Food Locker 
Plant. This he continued to operate until the business 
was sold in May of 1962. 

Jack was born August 18, 1914. He was raised on a 
farm in Pottawattamie County near Carson, Iowa. He 
graduated from Simpson College in 1936 with a B.S. 
degree in Business Administration. 

Ruth Lindsey White was born October 18, 1916. 
She was raised in Ida Grove, Iowa. She attended Simp­
son College. Upon finishing college the White's were 
married in 1936. 

A son John was born in September of 1939. He 
attended the University of Iowa, graduating with a 
degree in Electrical Engineering. John Dianne and 
three sons, Jackie, William and Steven live in Houston 
Texas where John is area manager for the Square D 
Company. 

A daughter Susan was born in August 1941. She 
attended the University of Iowa majoring in Elemen­
tary Education. Her husband, Richard King, is a 
professor of History at Midwestern State University at 
Wichita Falls, Texas. They have two children, Gregory 
and Sara. 

A son James Thomas was born June 5, 1953 and 
died February 12, 1968. 

The Whites were members of the First 
Presbyterian church and were active in several civic 
organizations. 

Jack servedseven years as a member of the Esther­
ville City Planning Commission and one term as chair­
man. 

Elected to the Estherville City Council in 1958 he 
served two terms. In 1962 Jack was elected Mayor of 
Estherville and served until September of 1965 when he 
resigned to accept an administrative position with the 
University of Iowa. 

During his tenure as mayor, Jack also served as 
president of the Northwest Iowa Mayor's Association. 
Also, he served on the Governor Hughes Committee on 
City and Local Government. 

Jack and Ruth continue to live in Iowa City and 
both work for the University of Iowa. He is Assistant 
Director in the Department of Examination Service 
and Ruth is Administrative Assistant to the Dean of the 
College of Engineering. 

Jack B. and Ruth White 
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The Newspaper Game 171 

The spring of '31 unfolded on one of the town's most lively 
municipal elections, at which M~.rt Wlttdan defeated M. H. 
Schloeman for mayor. Whelan was about as acceptable to the 
Groves crowd as John Lilley, whom Schloeman had defeated four 
years before. A distinguished-looking man, Whelan dressed im­
maculately and in summer always wore a straw sailor hat. He had 
been prominent in community affairs for a long time. He was a con­
servative (standpatter) Republican and had been vice-president of 
John Kirby's First National Bank until it collapsed. After his elec­
tion as mayor he made Lilley his chief of police. 

What most voters who marked their ballots in 1931 had forgot­
ten or never knew was that Whelan had been appointed sheriff of 
the county forty-nine years before. In 1886 he and his deputy, 

/~- Thomas Storhow, stirred the community with their courage by 
( ~tracking down and capturing two horse thieves who had hidden 
'\, __ )themselves and their stolen horses near Raleigh station. But a few 

old-timers remembered those days and gave their votes to Mart. 
Some people erroneously called him Mark, but his given name was 
Martin, as it is chiseled in stone at Oakhill Cemetery. 

Although the mayoralty race got out a share of the vote, the 
most heat was generated in the election of councilmen. Charles 
Kilgore, a colorful hardware merchant, and Hans Gaarde, a con­
servative and wealthy land-owning Dane, ran for the council 
because they disapproved the extravagant notions of the in­
cumbents. How Estherville should economically procure an ade­
quate, safe supply of drinking water was at issue. The old council 
had been accused of willingness to spend the taxpayers' money 
loosely for filtration facilities and engineering services seen by the 
insurgents as unneeded and wasteful. 

The voters elected Kilgore, Gaarde, Rube Green, merchant 
George Shadle, and M. C. Petersen to guide the city's destiny for the 
next two years, but the Estherville Enterprise was unhappy with the 
outcome. It had supported the incumbent council, the members of 
which were well respected in the community but simply victims of 
the water issue. Although the losers soon forgot and forgave, editor 
Kirt Allen did not. And his Enterprise not long after found an issue 
with which he could assail those who had unhorsed his friends in the 
council chamber. The city government had purchased some sup­
plies from alderman Kilgore's K & K Hardware Store, and the 
Enterprise thought that smelled bad. 
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Individual Record 

Individual Record 

Martin K. WHELAN (AFN: 14BC-4Q3) 
Sex:M 

Event(s) 
Birth: Abt. 1867 

<Hamilton, Wentworth, Ontario> 
Death: ~ JIJ'-/• 

Estherville, Emmet Co., Ia 

Parents 

Marriage( s) 
Spouse: Mary Jane "Jennie" COMBS (AFN: 14BC-4R9) 

Marriage: 1924/1926 
Estherville, Emmet Co., Ia 

Submitter(s) 

About Ancestral File 

Page 1 of 1 

FamilySearch TM Ancestral File v4.19 

Pedigree 
Family 

Ancestral File is a collection of genealogical information taken from Pedigree Charts and Family Group Records 
submitted to the Family History Department since 1978. The information has not been verified against any official 
records. Since the information in Ancestral File is contributed, it is the responsibility of those who use the file to verify 
its accuracy. 

Please Note 
Names and address of submitters to Ancestral File and those who have a research interest are provided to help in 
the coordination of research. The use of this information for any other purpose, including commercial use, is strictly 
prohibited. 

An official Web site of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
© 2008 Intellectual Reserve, Inc. All rights reserved. 

http://www.familysearch.org/eng/search/AF/individual_record.asp?recid=27820042&lds=O&regio ... 4/25/2009 
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Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925- Ancestry.com Page 1 of2 

Welcome, 

FamilvTree Print & Share 

Coming Soo:n - New more. 

Try out the New Ancestry Search 

You searched for Martin K. Whelan in Iowa 

Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 

: • Save record to someone in 
• mvtree 

. ill! Save record to mv shoebox 

L Comments and Corrections 

~ E-mail image to a friend 

~ View printer-friendlv 

Make a Connection 

Not sure where to start? Often 

it's helpful to contact others 

who share your research 

interests: 
Find others searching for 
Martin K Whelan 

Name: Martin K Whelan 

Birth Year: abt 1858 
<WM,WWWWW,WW-----~·w' W 

Birth Place: Ireland 

Gender: Male 

Race: White 

Status: Married 

Residence State: Iowa 

Residence County: Emmet 

Locality: Estherville 

Relation to Head: Head 

Mother: Bridget Kearney 

Mother's Ireland 

Father: John Whelan 

Father's Ireland 

Birthplace: 

Marriage Place: Ireland 

Spouse Name: Jennie Whelan 

Roll: IA1925_1676 

Line: 14 

Neighbors: 
'""m'''·'··· '''"''' .·< ••.•• '~'' ''''"''·'-··'··" ' 

Household Name 
Members: 

Age 

http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&db=IAstatecen%2c&rank=0&=%2c%2c%2c% ... 4/25/2009 
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Tty out the New Ancestry Search 

Cmm:m.mity 

Coming Soon~ New 

Welcome, 

DNA Learning Center Store 

You searched for Martin K. Whelan in Iowa 

() 

·~ 

mvtree 

&I Save record to my shoebox 

L Comments and Corrections 

E-mail image to a friend. 

i ~View printer-friendly 

Make a Connection 

Not sure where to start? Often 
it's helpful to contact others 
who share your research 

interests: 
Find others seareh:ing for 
Martin K Whelan 

U.S. Passport Applications, 1795-1925 

Birth Date: 22 Feb 1858 

Birth Plaee: Sligo, Ireland 

RESIDENCE: Estherville, Iowa 

Passport Issue 17 Jan 1920 
Date: 

Father Name: John Whelan 

Birth Ireland 

.L.ocation: 

Father's Deceased 

Residence: 

i Passport Indudes y 

a Photo: 

Source: Passport Applications, January 

2, 1906- March 31, 1925 

(M1490) 

J Save This Record 

View origin 
i~ 

Attach this record to a person in your tree as a source record, or sa' 
for later evaluation. 

' Source Information: 
Ancestry.com. U.S. Passport Applications. 
Generations Network, Inc., 2007. Original 

Prom, UT, USA: ' 

® Passport Applications, 1791.>1905; (National i\rchives Microfilm Publication M1372, 694 

roHs); General Records of the Department of State, Record 

Washington, D.(\ 

59; National Archives, 

http:/ /search. ancestry .com/ cgi -bin/sse.dll ?indiv= 1 &db=USpassports%2c&rank=0&=%2c%2c%2c... 4/25/2009 




