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Standard Form For Hembers of t he LeQls l at ure 

7 I I 

1 . Birthday and Place " Jai:1M:r , IB~. Gre!eFl Cepnty. (hie 

2 . Harriage (a) date place 
Minnie L. ( ) (c o 1859. Ill. p ro~. b~tweeft 1920 BAS 1925) , pr~Qahly jn Illinois 
(obit refers to wife as Pvarl, but census 1900- 1920 shwws Min~ie . ) 

3. Significant eventa for example: 

A. BU8ine'.'-CLb.~w~,~'e~.~ ______________________________________________ __ 

B. Civic r •• ponlibilitio8 ________________________________ __ 

C. Profe •• ion ______________________________________________ _ 

". Church membership po chll r ch; f u neral at Cbri sti an Sci eoce Cb 

5 . Sessions lerved 25 th and 26th GA , 1894 1897, SD 9. Des Moines County 

6. Public Offic •• 

A. . Local aleeman; Schoo] board 3 years 

B. Stat. 

C . National 

7. Death 5 December 1917 . at home . Burliagton . iftertwo week wItness . Bur Aspen Grovi 

8 . Children 0) Beryl BURG (May 1885 ) ; (2) Edna Helen POWERS, (Aug 1890 -
Salt Lake City 

), of 

9. Kames of parents Parker B. and Nancy (Grieve) Harper, from Ohio to Illinois 
1857, to Monmouth . Ill. 1861 until death. He was contractor and builder , B cap t . in Civil 
War, doing construction work. 
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lO.Educatio n publiC schools and academy . Xenia . Ohio; read law in Monmouth 

---------

11. Degrees, ______________________________________________ __ 

12. Other applicab le info rmation Adlll j,~ teQ to bal' ;LA 14t . VerAQA, III , 1880; 
pr ac ticed in Rosevi lle 1880-1883. Came t o Burlington iS83 as attorney for Bullington losu . 
Co . As senete'f' inst:Fl:lmental ia gettiag semi-centeanial celebratiQn t A ByrliAstoA, aAd 
helping fund Crapo Park. Then began pract ice of law in Burlington . Wa s national a ttorney 
for Chicag~-<eHf~~~a~p~r' •• ~p~.~t~.~y~,----------------------___ __ 

Nine years president of I owa State Good Roads Committee. Was Iowa delegate and chair of 
committee ~~t~ess tQ appropriate mQAey for roadi in area 

Odd Fellow; Ancient Order of United Workman (grand master) ; Maccabee; Woodmen of the Worl 
Survived 13y .... ife and t .... o 4al:lgaters . --Qbit refer s to \1i h as l"earl , l;'1.l t IilA& 1& Mi uAie 

in 1900, 1910 and 1920 census . Bios do not give orne of wife . 
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f;OUI CEl S Loy for LeylBla li o n r::lJllies 

/\pp ll cil lJll I 1.\' 

/lO ll Appllcab le Ap pl icable IIl[orJUillj o ll obl"ill8d 

Burlington g!l_~~_n~.l_~~f..! . ~~..£.!........l?.I_J 917 . . ____ .. x~_~.1t. ___ -:-__ 
Stork/Clingan , Legislators x sessions served 
Por t & Bia Alb..uiD.....D.MC_Q .. _ . .l8.8.8_. __ ... _. ___ . ~x__ . ___ J.(xxLl---,'L.ius,"tue",d _as._atlorD~ ____ _ 
His tory of DM Co 19 15 x bio 
1900 Census....DM .. CCL __ .. __________________ . ___ X-:---f.am._iR~l-.l_~h_- ___ .... .• "_. 

1910 Census DM Co x fam inc I youngest child 
1920 Census.--IlM-CO.____________ _ __ ----'x<--_-W\J~_tffi.l_y__---------
1925 Census OM Co x 
Ma rriagge UM.....c.Q._. lR8.2..-.1.885. _____ _ x 
Births DM Co 1880-1 891 
Probate Inde~ DM Co 
SJ 1921 , 1923 

x 

x 

------------

. .. -.--_ ... - ..x---- -b-o-th-~G · .and -M-innie····--·_---

------_. -_ . __ ._------------_._._----------_._--------------
---- ---_ . . _._. .----------------_._-------------- -_ ... __ .- -- - - --

_._- -------- .- -----_._-------

-----.. ----------_ .. _---------_ .. _---------------_ .. _--------

I 
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HISTORY OF DES MOINES COUNTY .09 

is widely known in this connect ion. Practically his entire li fe has 
been passed in Burl ington, and he has a ci rcle o f friends almost coex­
tensive with the circle of his acquaintance. 

HO:\'. THO~ I AS G. H."RPER. 

At the bar of Burlington H an. Thomas G. Harper has gained 
distinction. He is well known as a writer a nd perhaps even better 
kn o,,"n because of hi s publ ic sen-ice as a member of the upper house 
of the general " assembly and hi s close identification with \'ari ous 
mO\"emenlS looking toward the welfare and upbuilding of the com­
monwealth. Far-sighted ) sagacious, level-headed and p ublic-spir­
ited. there has been no question as to the intrinsic \'alue and worth 
of his effo rts fo r the publi c good. 

:\Ir. Harper was born in Greene county, Ohio, on the [3th of 
January. [853, a son of Parker B. and Nancy (Grieve ) H arper, the 
former a COIHr aC lor and bu ilder, who in the year 1857 removed with 
his family to ~Iercer county, I llinois, where he resided until [86, 
and then '\'ent [0 ~lonmouth , I llinois. At the time of the Civil war 
he wa s commissi oned captain by Governor Yates and was put in 
charge o f a construct ion crew. He built the bridge over the Ten­
nessee riYer at Chattanooga after the battle of L ookout M ountain 
and throughout the rema inder of the war was with the command of 
Gene ral Thomas doing constructi on work. \Vhen hosti lit ies were 
over he returned [0 his home in !\1 0n mouth , Illinois, where he re ­
mained until hi s death. J-lis son, Robert I\1 . Harper, was a soldier 
of the Seventeenth Ill inois Infantry and was kill ed at the battle 
of P ittsburg Landing. 

Thomas G. Ha rper acquired a public-school education and also 
attended the academy at Xenia , Ohio. H e determined upon a pro­
fessional career and , th inking to find the practice of law congen ial , 
he began reading under the direction of Judge \Vil!iam C . Norcross 
at i\ lonmouth. Illinois, and was admitted to the bar at Mount Vernon, 
that state. in ~o\"Cmber. ,880. He then located for practice at Rose­
ville, Illinois. where he remained u ntil , 883. when he ca me to Bur­
lington. I owa. as atto rney for the Burlington Insurance Company, 
which he thus represented for thirteen years . On the expiration of 
that period he was elected [0 the Iowa senate and served th ro ugh the 
twenty-fif th and twenty-six th general assemblies and through the 
special session of the t\\"ent~·-six th. He was connec ted with much 

-
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impo rtant construct ive leg isla t ion and he gave mos t ca reful con­
sideration to every quest ion that came up for se tclement. He w as 
ins t rumental in holdi ng the semi-centenn ial of Iowa at Burl ington 
and he secured the passage of a number o f bills aiding in the con­
structi on of Crapo P ark. H is influence and h is efforts were ever on 
the si de of progress and improvement and he left the im p ress of h is 
individuality for good upon the laws enacted during his connection 
with the senate. 

U pon his retiremen t from the general assembly Mr. Harper 
opened a law office in Burl ington, where he has since engaged in gen­
eral practice. He has a keen, rapid , logica l mind plus the business 
sense, and a ready ca pac ity for h ard wo rk. An exceJlen t presence, 
an earnest, d ignified manner! marked st rength o f characte r. a thor­
ough grasp of the law, and the abil ity to ·accurately app ly its prin­
ciples are fa cto rs in hi s effectiveness as an ' advocate. Tn foll owing 
his p rofession he has prac ticed fo r ind ividuals and not for corpora­
ti ons. H e is national atto rney for the Chi cago School of Naprapathy, 
a system of treatment which attributes a ll disease to di so rders in the 
ligaments and connective ti ss ue , whereby heal ing is e ffected th rough 
manipulation of the fl esh. H e has never los t a case in defending h is 
clients of that school. 

While enjoying a large and distinctively representa tive clientage 
that makes heavy demands upon h is time and energies , ~Ir. H arper. 
nevertheless, finds opportun ity to coope rate in public movements and 
his se rvice has been of inestimable value along m any lines, Ever a 
friend of the public-schoo l system, he did ac t ive wo rk in its behalf 
du ring three years ' connection \vi th the board of ed ucation. H e 
served for nine years as presiden t of the Iowa Sta te Good Roads 
Committee and has long been in terested and active in fu rtheri ng the 
movement for the es tabl ishment of an adequ ate system of fine publ ic 
highways. He was sent as the Iowa delegate to \Vas hington to J 

meeting composed of de legates from all the sta tes to a id in secu ring 
the passage of the Lat ime r-B rown bil l aski ng for an appropriation 
of twen ty million doll ars to be dis tr ibuted among the various states 
for the deve lopment of good roads. Of th at comm ittee ~I r. H arper 
was elected chairman. H e succeeded in having the bill introd uced . 
but th e law was never passed. H is politica l allegiance has always 
been given to the democ ra tic p arty. 

;\ I r. Harpe r has two daughters: :\I rs. Be ryl L . Burg, the w ife 
of Herbert E. Burg, of Burl ington j and Ed na H elen, at home. The 
latter is a g raduate of the State Universi ty and was given a life 
teacher's certificate , but has never engaged in teac hing. ~ I r. H arper 
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belongs to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Ancient 
Order of United \ Vorkmen and has been grand master of the latte r, 
w h ile at the presen t time he is the si lt ing p ast grand m aster. H e is 
also connected with the l'vIacca bees and the Woodmen of the \t\'o rld. 
He is not identified with any church, bur is a worker for good, and 
is a wr ite r of n Ole on rel igious and other subjects. Nature endowed 
him with keen mentality and his mental powers ha ve been used not 
only in the solution of intricate legal problems but a lso in solvi ng 
q uestions which have to do with the welfare and progress of city, 
county, state and nali on. H is life's activities have been fa r- reaching 
in their interests and purposes and h is serv ice has been one of benefit 
and \'alue to hi s fell owmen. 

A J. BENNER. 

A . J. Benner is president of the Benner Tea Com pany, one of the 
important business concerns o f Burl ing to n. H e was born in Pella. 
Iowa, June 18, 1869, and the following year was brought by his 
parents to this city, where at the usual age he became a pupil in the 
publ ic schools and supplemenred the !rain ing therein received by a 
year's study in £lJi ott's Business College. He left school when fif­
teen years o f age and received practical training in commercial 
methods as an employe in a dry-goods swre. He secured a situation 
with the firm of Boesch & Companv and it was while with that house 
that he pursued hi s commercial course in Elliott's Business College. 
F o r fifteen and a half years he remained with the firm of Boesch & 
Company, adnncing step by step as hi s powers developed and he 
proved his capability and trustworthiness. It was with deep regret 
on the part of his employers that he severed h is connection with the 
business. but he was desirous of engaging in business on his o\\'n ac ­
count and entered into active connection with the tea trade as a stock­
holder in what is now the Benner Tea C ompany .. 

Th is business was founded about th i rty years ago by Otto L orenz 
and was conducted under the name of Latona Mills. In r899 Mr. 
Benner purchased the interest of 1'1r. Lorenz in the business, which 
was reorganized under the name of the H ome Tea Company. In 
1908 the busi ness ,,·as inco rporated and became the Benner Tea Com­
pany. with A. J. Benner as president: VY. F. Rensch. o f vVatcrloo, 
I mq, as "ice preside nt i and P. G. Benner as secretary. Theirs is 
one of the important indusuies o f th is character in the stat e. The 
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