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"pon of tha coudition of the corn In the
. tlelds, covering the past-two wecks up
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“AVIATOR HALL IS

“| timie, the wirelgss bhegins to work, and

Corn !iu Improved
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Farmers who have made comparl-

to last Haturday are with one nccord
impressed with the Improvement

made in its condition, Two weeks a-“t~

®o water would Bqueceze from the cob,
while later the cob hecamne reason-
able dry, We do not know how Bat-
urday's snow has affected It but some
say that the outslde wmoksture will In
0o way damage Ut to the extent the in-
ternal molsture digd.

TO LECTURE HERE

Thls Dirdman Has Nine (German Alr.
plunes to Nix Credit=-Decurat

ed
by Four® Nations, | J"

““For the past woek or more, the
clouds have been hanging low, the at-
mosphera is dark and murky, but dur-
Ing thut" night, last night the wind
shifted and.this morning it s es clear
ns could be wished for.  During the
last few days, the atwosphere about
the hangers has been In keoping with
the_conditlpns.above, and_the .avia-)
tors are a restless bunch. 1lut with
the cl{;:aring of .the heavena, every one
Is busy. Durlng the enforeed - rest,
the alrplanes have all been gone over,
the I.‘l]lll.l. fire guns have been tuned
up, and everything Is In readiness for
actlon, and theé men are on tip-loe
anxious to get going. As soun as pos-
sible after. breakfast, they are off.
singly, and In squadrons, The recon-
nisance: planes are the first to gel
away, and wlithin an Ineredibly shor

Informatlon |8 given of the presence
of a number enemy planes coming
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Latheran hospital In Des Mohi&
At the time of his dulh

Iness conneetions und, infe
had retired, from actl
with . the Towa & Trust
bank, the Intarstate
Accident  assoclation ln&‘t)ﬁ Nos
western Land -and- Colon
uy, several years pr
A sickness. He had'at;
the) presidencies of these
the organlzing splrit of |
'ssful Insurance and  ba
Inevs. Mr. Glibortson had’be
In the service of tha republican
In Iowa. He had_earned
honors by hard and uneceaal
He began his political career as
of  the{‘District Court:of mﬁn
county in 1889, and hetd e ot
eight years, belng l'e-elet:tm!rL
1892, 1894 nnd 1896, He resigned
position igJ896 following his 1
ms stale senator from the orty-
senalorial district. 4
Four vears later Mr.-Qllbe
nominaled to-the state’
on the- republican, ticket, bel
re-elected In 1902 and -lSD_igf-‘

the many smalley olﬂooq"
he served the .publle lntnmt,

or; 4
years. For nine ‘years' h 1)
party. as chn!rmnn v
county repuhl!mn

During most of-
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For ‘some " yenrs’ ‘pn.sl_t!r.
son’s health has ‘beem.
suffered from four.strak or .
sls, and has been'in the’ huﬂhl
of the time since: his visit: t kA
Clty during the early stmrmer. ‘Ni\
neral services were -held from 1
Joﬂn'ﬂumnwh'chm 19:.Du,hl'trlﬁ‘i
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s Then the
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ogs 1.wanted that
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All this is the product of a feverish
imagination of our reporter, who has
never seen a fighting plane,.and has
no :nuru idea of the sensatlons ex-
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ing at the Forest theatre who has
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COMMUNITY NEWS

MEET ME ON THE CORNER

42nd Street and Harwood Drive

\

Banker, developer, politician
co-founder of Gil-Mar Park

By RENDA LUTZ
REGISTER STAFF WRITER
-ilbert S. Gilbertson was a
successful lowa public
servant and a prosperous
businessman, but it was his in-
terest in residential development
that endures today.

Early successes in northern
ﬁWa lea(ixd Gilbertson to Des

oines a partnership with
William B. Martin. Martin, 17
years Gilbertson’s senior, was

esident of Iowa Trust and

i Bank while Gilbertson

served as vice president. Gilbert-

son was also president of Inter-

state Business Men’s Accident

Association, later known as In-
terstate Assurance Co,

The two men formed Inter-
State Realty Co. in the early 1900s
to develop a huxurious neighbor-
hood between 42nd 45th
streets, from Center Street to In-
gersoll Avenue. Gilbertson and
Martin used the first three letters
of their last names to designate
the development.

Gil-Mar Park was platted in
1908 in a former orchard.
It became the first residential ar-
ea in the city with circular streets
and green parks at the intersec-
tions. Martin and Gilbertson built
homes for themselves in the new
neighborhood. Gilbertson crafted
a roomy 2Y2>story home with five
bedrooms and a spacious garage
and carriage house on a large lot
at the corner of 42nd Street and
Harwood Drive for his wife and

Gilbertson was born in Spring
Grove, Minn., on Oct. 17, 1863 He
attended a business college in
Janesville, Wis, as a young
teenager. At age 16, Gilbertson
farmed land his father bought in
Worth County, Iowa, before se-
curing a position as a bookkeeper
and salesman with an agricul-
tural implement firm in Forest
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42nd Street: This is a copy of an old picture of Gilbert S. Gilbertson’s home on 42nd Street in
Des Moines, part of the Gil-Mar Park neighborhood. The area was the first in the city with
circular streets and green parks at the intersections.

more times, before he was elected
state senator from the 41st dis-
trict, which was Mitchell, Worth
and Winnebago counties in 1896.
Four years later, Gilbertson was
elected on the ticket
to the office of state treasurer by
a 100,000-vote majority.

n, who had also
served as city treasurer of Forest
City for 10 years and the secre,
tary of the town’s board of edu-
cation for seven years, proved
over three terms to be a capable
custodian of state money. Gil-
bertson’s years as state treasurer
overlapped several of Martin’s

years as secretary of state.
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Gilbertson became one of lo-
wa's best known bankers at the
turn of the 20th century. He or-
ganized the Forest City National
Bank in 1895, the same year he
formed the Forest City Loan &
Abstract Co. He went on to serve
as president or an officer of four
other banks in northern lowa and
one bank in Minnesota. He was
also proprietor and publisher of
the Winnebago Summit.

In addition to the Inter-State
Realty Co., Gilbertson also served
as general manager of the
Northwestern Land & Coloniza-
tion Co. The company purchased
12 townships in North Dakota for

lived in California for awhile
hoping for an improvement in his
health before returning to his

Gil-Mar Park home in 1917. He |

died at Lutheran Hospital of a
stroke at age 54 on Nov. 25, 1917.

An editorial in the Des Moines
Tribune the following day
praised the legacy Gilbertson left.
“He was a genial man. . . . He did
everybody a favor if it was in his
power.” It was also noted, “He
would have been a wealthy man
had he lived.”

Gilbertson’s Gil-Mar Park
home was originally marked as
640 42nd St. By the 1930s it had
been renumbered 620 42nd St.
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Aug. 29, 1889,

blood disease. He and his wife

Reporter Renda Lutz can be reached at
(515) 284-8529 or lutzr@dmreg.com






