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O'BRIEN" .\SI) OSCEOLA COl'XTlES, IOWA. 

hi s fami ly are attendants oi the P resbyterian church and render it their 
hearty support at a ll time .~. ).Ir. Protextor j,; 1I0t only an excellent man . 
personally and in IlI1.e;iness affai r ... hilt in the ei\'ic life of hi s commllnity he 
has taken a large interest ;l111i gives hi,; ,;uJlpnrt to e\'ery 1ll0\'elllent whi ch 
is for the advancement of the educational. 111"1'011 ami social welfare o i 

his citizens. 

ALBERT V. BRADY . 

Among the younger agriCl1ltmists of O' Brien county, Iowa, who are 
rapidly forging to the finnt a,; successful farme rs. there is no one' who is 
more deserv ing o f menti on in this voll1llle than Al bert Verne Brady, a fa rmer 
and live-stock man of Sanhorn. He wa,; horn Septl'mne l' 9, 1885 . in San­
born . and i.e; the ,;on <)f Ezra \1. anel (lara A. (Roberts) Brady. 

Ezra :\1. Brady was horn !\Iarch 29. i1~45. in H amden. Gea\1ga county. 
Ohio. and was one of the earl.\· pioneers of O'Brien county. Iowa. coming 
to this county in an early day. He was the son of Barney Brady. whose 
fathe r was a nat ive of Ireland . Ezra:\1. Brady came to Iowa in the six t ies 
and settled in Wa terman township. O'Brien county, He was a member of 
the boa rd of county «upervi "ors early in the history of the cOl1nty and later 
kept a mercant ile estahlishment at Primghar. He was one of the very few 
business men who did not go into bank ruptcy during the famous "grass­
hopper " years. He rose to a prominent place in his cOl1nty and e\'en in the 
councils of his state, He wns one o f the leaocrs of his party and serveo two 
te.rms in the General .-\!Oscmhly of lo\\'a. and was a leade r in Republican poli­
tics for many years. He it'lllo\'ed frOIll Primghar to Sanborn, where he con­
ducted a general slore for S(' I'eral years. Tn addition 10 h is mercantile inter­
ests, he was a live stock breeder and ~hipper . He had large holdings of land. 
o n which he would place ,;heep. which he hCJ ught ill the \Vest. He was the 
ow ner o f EmIr hundred and tl1irty -.~ c\·en ac res in O'Brien cOl1nty ami fil'e 
hundred acres in the state ("Ii )'Iinnesota at the time of his death, Clara A. 
Roberts. the wife of Ezra ),1. Erady, was born in Filmore cOllnty. ~'Iinn'esota, 
June 27. 1859, and was married to :\Ir. Brady on :\prj! 28, 1881. and to this 
union the re we re ho rn fi\ 'e chi ldren: Ralph Ray, who died in' infancy: Eva 
Myrtle, a teacher in the F()rt Dodge schools: Albert Verne, wh~se history is 
here presented; Ezra McKlimm. who was born January I, 1888. anrl is now 
living in !\1ason CiIY. 10W3, and Lawrence William, who was born June r. 
1897. a nd is no\\' attendi ng sc hool at Fort Dodge. 
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.-\Ihe rt Verne Brady \Va" edlu.:;\tl·d in the schools of Sanho rn and g rad ll· 
ated from the hi gh schonl at that 1'I,\(:e. He then stl1died at the business 
coJl ege at Spcncer. Iowa. ami later attended the State University of Iowa. 
His college l·/.Jw.:atifJn wa s interrl1 pted hy the death oi his father on Angl1st 
26, 1«)00. when ht: II'"S l'alled hf!1l1c to take cha rgc of his fathe r' s large estate. 
He continued in the same ;":'clleral linl' of farming which his father had found 
profitable , the huying a1l(1 feeding- uf lil'e stock. and he is a la rge feede r of 
live stock. particularly oi "ht·\:p. anllually fceding from one thol1sand five 
hundred 10 two thol1sand head for the markets. He is the owne r of two 

hund red acres of land. Ik'sidt:" hal' ill}! g"t:lIeral dlarge o f the extensivc in ter· 
ests of h;~ fathcr. 

:'I'Ir . I:rad~' WOl" 1110lrril'd .I a1ll1;lry I. 19 10, 10 Margaret King. oi San· 
horn. tht: dallg"hter of :'Ilr. :111(1 :'Ilr". C. H. l'ing". the forlller heing one of tht: 
()1t1e ~1 railrn;Il! 1l1cll ill S;1l11 1< 'fIl . :llld to (hi" l11:1rriage there bas been horn· one 

hi lt!. \"l"rne. Jr.. hu rn .111m' 2. H)I.l . 

J·lllitirally . .\Ir . l: rady i" :l Dcmocrat. hut has IlCI"I:r held any public 
posi tion other th;1I\ that of hein ;..:" a l1 1{'mher of the Sanhorn school hoard . 
Fraterual l ~" . ht: i" a memlJ(;r (If the .\ncient Free and AC<:"epted :\l3sons. and 
hal' allail1l,:cI tl) the thirty -sec.md <legret: ami is al so a memher of the Mystic 
Shrinl..' :J.t S ioux C;t~·. He ;\1ll1 hi !' wife arc attendants o f the Prcshytt:ri;\n 
f..:hurl' h. and contrihllll' lihcrall~ ' of tlwir !'Ilbstance ami time to it s support. 

-----
JOH N J. DELAN. 

Far·away :\or\\"ay hOI " fllf1li "lieti hut few re~ident s for O'Brien county, 
Iowa. Those who h;1\'e madc this co unty their home have prospered to a n 
unusual degree. The same spirit still animates the people of that coun try 
whkh inclllf..:cd them tu noss the unknown Atlantic in thc year 1000 to the 
bleak l'o ast o f northern Korth America. During the :Middle ages the people 
of r\'or \\"ay and SIITdcn I\"LTe g'n'at sea rOI'ers and from the time of the Saxon 
iI1l"a"i(!1l in the s ixth ~'cl1ll1ry tht: peoplc of Norway have becn important fac· 
tors in the history pf Ellrope . ~o 1110re prosperous people arc found in Ell· 
rope today than arc the people o i Norway, and the same holds true of those 
who h;\\"e mat.le their homes in O'Brien county. 

Johll ] . Delan wa" ho rn in l\"o l"way in r859 ami is the son o f John ami 
Tulia Delan. John Delan was born in that country in 1827. married in the 
<l1ld of his birth and lil'eel there on a fa rm for several years after his mar· 




