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~~~~~;;{ th~D·d;~~ I wh~~~A~tt;nd-~d th-~-fi-~~~ se~;ice- were 
four years ago he! the cousin, Ned McClun oJ Chicago; The funeral services for Mrs', . 

I 

lS a railway- mail 1 Mr. and Mrs. \V, A. Henderson of May Higgins :F•isher were belt 
this service until 1 Davenpo·rt, ana. Mrs. Harry Keefe of West Liberty, \Vednesday morn 

up, eight months· \Valthill, Nebraska. . at 10 o'clock, from the home of 
is '-"·fling health., uncle i and aunt, Mr. and Mrs. 
'· . .s fellows in After an illness of only a few days, Blakeslee, conducted. by Rev. H. 
1d all others with I Hanson B. \Vatters, a resident of thlr; Schondelmayer. Burial was mad 
r1 contact, held 1 vicinity tor seventy years, died eu.rly Oakridge .. · • . 
t the highest re-i Tuesday evening at his home on Adn May· Higgins; daughter of 
r.eadfastly to his 'Spencer street. Over-exertion whilP. and Mn~. J. H. Higgins,· was ... bor. 
ictions, but made at work in his garden brought on th~ \Vtst Liberty, January 25; 1883, 

!tips wherever he fatal attack, which was. attended by died June 10, · 1920, ·at·· Los .Ve 
>mever he became hemorrhages. A nurse and physi- N. M. Her childhood was spen 

cian specialist were summ·oned when \Vest LJhm ty arid Muscatine and} 
mited in marriage he was stricken · w 

1 o o no avail. He and. his wife had where her marriage to.ok place. 
and to them one spent the winter in the South and it lived fo1· a brief time in Colo 

dn McClun. The is helieved that a too early return to and· then went further south, w 
urvlve.- There---is his usual "summer activities··was res..:· her·-aeath· occurred:-.,-'She·-was··~ 
ss Carrie McClun ponsible for the fatal attack sunny disposition and made D 

. Hanson . B. Watte'rs was born in friends ~whereever she went. 
Belmont county, Ohio, December 9, viving ··are the parents, and one 
1840, the son of Dr. and Mrs. William ter, Mrs. A. B. Jackson of The: 
\V. \Vatters. He came to Iowa with polis, Wyoming, besides· many 1 
his parents, early in 1851, and they distant relatives and friends. 
settled in· Goshen township, Musco.- sides the parents, the following 
tine county. He attended the local of town relatives were here for 
schools and after graduation went to funeral: Mr. and Mrs. F. L. Con 

were . held from 
':', at 11 o'clock, 
.rdle, pastor of the 
d1 of Burlington 
m was a member. 
p ex is ted bet ween 
. McClun and the 

·s 

, 
I 

I 

Estimates 
\··Furnished 

.O~BLE A·ND SHOULD B·£ R.EMODEI.ED 
)R REPAIRED BY A RELIABLE . 

CONCERN 

Tewman)~ :of Davenport 
.. 
' 

, 

of Muskogee, Okla.; Mrs. Will RE 
of Chicago; Mrs. Henry Huss · 
\Vilbur Huss of Davenport; Mr. 
Mrs. Z. N. Lundy of Cedar Rap 

Henry Polders received a tele! 
vVednesday morning, telling -of 
unexpected de~tth of \hi,s 'siste 
law, 1\Irs. \Vill Polders, which 01 
red nt the homo in Eugene, On 
due to an nttack of apoplexy. 
other particulars were containe 
the message, but so far as is ln 
here .. Mrs. Polders hnd ·not bee1 

Mrs. Polders, before her mnrr 
wns Miss Knte Sliourds of Weftt 
erty, and there are .very mo.ny fri 
here who mourn her death. She 
a sister of . Mrs. Joe··. Rogers o: 
dependence, -who on Tuesday st1 
for Eugene to BDend the· summ• 
her afster'e home. · ·-··-~ P!lf. , ... N 

--~--... ' 
• 'J·(lfl' 'y€\ttr~ ngo, 00 (lays b('for• 
cl('~(~nnlnl -<'~"1\~\l!i wns tnl<en, the 
tlhone Dlrectory company esttn 
the popnlntlon ~f 'Mo.rRhnlltowu o. 
ao3. The cen~uR ·returns · · sh 
1H,~74. At th(l pre8ent .time the 
directory cornpntiy Is working 
new book, nnd RO fnr* n~ comptfr 
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Iowa 

to. to hfs departed 
uti!ully gfven, an ex-. 
lovo which the pastor 
cClun, whoso enthus­
ork of the church and 
nn•m t for tho better­
D~ city nl ways was 
.e\_Jes :were attended 
.~. among .. them a com­
·ny niail.· clerks, come 
.pects to .tholr beloved 

1 accompanied to West 
wtclow, son and his 

,.,. nnit Mr nnrl MrA 

gagements ·and.was severely w.ounded · · ·"···· "', · · ,. · "' 
during a. battle at .. cotreyvUle/ Mis-. CENT·A-wqB»,~t~~'.;.,~~) 
sisSfl)Pi. · ... ·: ... ··. . ~ .... ,. · . · . . No advertlSe!DeJJ.'ta{talten'"'f 

Mr ..... ~ .. .Wa.tter& .. ..xeturned .... to . Goshen ·---e-·--·-1c.. . . -~--,.--·. . .. , ~­
............ -.. ~ •"' p· at"on:ce ·after ··}!is 'discharge t":'an-lu~.c~ts.~e~.,~">: 

trom·the.Arn:iy~ and. took up· farming.·· WANTEI)..:-Your_··orders'.to~ 
In. D~ce!fiber of 186$ he was united. _ azines, stngte:··copies':,:each 
in marriage with Miss Rutll H. Park- : Home made basketsi·:of -al 
er, an,d s<?on af.ter they. moved top. 40- · ·Mrss Clara, ·· .. 'phone~. 

rm-c-Wh1ch he· bad- urchltsed, · · 
not o · om 
them.· were born five sons: Allan P. 
Watte~s,:now -of Oakland,· California~ 
William ,.Leslie Walfers,'·.druggist of LOST-At cbautauqua;~·groun 
West Liberty; George .Stanley, who · ·day· night, Hivellere;.~..Mrs 
lost. his life by · drowning while h Phelpa. : .... .., · .· \;1~:f;)t .. ~.;.-·; .. :,: 
student at Ames in 1899 ;· H~ Berta.n 
Watters;·· of :.· Springfield, ·Ohio, an·l 
Vernon G. Watters of Savannah,· Ga . 
Mr. Watters continued farmtng for a 
number,:of years, and by careful antl 
efficient attention to his work, was 
enabled to add to his original tr~ct, 
until he became possessor of · 4'00 

·acres of valuable ground in the At~­
lfssa vicinity.· In 1899 Mr. and Mrs. 
·Watters left the farm and came tc') 
\Vest Liberty, where he erected their 
handsome home on Spencer street, 
one of the most attractive in the city. 

He was a stalwart R~publican in 
politics and for two terms, from 1893 
he , served In the state legislature. 
He retained a keen· Interest In all 
public questions and to the last was 
a prominent figure in all civic acti-
vities. . . 

On Chrlatmas Day of 1918 Mr. nnfl 
Mrs. 'Vntters celebratod their golden 
wedding. anniyersary, entertaining 
com»,nnies ·of their friends d'urlng tho 
nrternoon and evening. Their home 
II fe WlLS fdenl, and they frequently 
en terto:.tned for their many friends 
and proved themselves the most grac­
ious of entertainers 

Mr. Watters was a member of Silas 
Jnch:son Post, 0. A. R. of West Llb­

W ANTEJJ-..:-Reliable!J()cal 'lilt 
present· .Rqyal Unioii'' ·~ut 
.Insurance· Company .. ''Goc 
ion for .rfgh't· · party. ·:.A, 
_Br~nch ·Office,·: Cedar ;aa·ph 
P 0 B 887 ,· , I··'· • . . ' . ox ' . '' ' ', ·.. . ' ';: 

':' • ' l', .• 

F~~k~~~!~:r.::~t~~~ 
quarter bed; 1 0-go.l;,:'crocl! 
glasses and some<kttche 
dishes, curtnln rods}'and,·c 
,tlcles. ~Phone .397X .. , ~ :c 

---·· 
F.OR SALE-Yearling· Chestt 

poars. H .. L •. Sch9oley. :· ---· - - ..__;... 
FOR RENT-Slx~room : bo\ 

garden spot, ·soo -Walnu 
N. J. Stear.ns. 4-PPIY t 
Stearns . for . key.:.,.,.~.,":"~-J"' ~ 

---· . 
FOR SALE - · Sideboard, 

couch. mirror, chairs,, co·c 
Also good gard·en hOse :8 
dries. Mrs. Burger; Cl 
Sixth streetti. . · . · · . ~ ~ .. . 

LOST-O,l~·fa:'~hloned:'. lock 
tween North Columbus st 
depot. Finder please r• 

. 0. M. Adams. 
Prtv nncl for mn.nv vPnrA hPln tlM ~nn?Jn_p .... "",fi 
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er, an.a soon aner tney movea to e. 40- · · :.Mfss .Clara· B .. 'te_ e_ &f'/Ph~n. e_ ::i~.:1_. 
-~ · .. na~o.rt.~'t"aJr!rf!Pr·o:·m.·:WhtJii~eh o. he ·lipao_md_e. s~era·~h·ls·e "'Tdo, :;: .. -~~- '~ o1u. • ... •u ·roR siL~ :"sev~n~~o~~·~*%~~" 

·. ~: them were born· five sons·:· Allan P. ·. ·.er~ ::W~ c. WJn~':IS~i·;~~.·iJi~:;\1\,·'J;.:.n 
Watters,-·now~ot Oakland; CaUfornfa; · · ·· ··· ·· ··"' .~ .. · · 
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WilHam ,.'Leslie Walrers,·~.drugglst of LOST-At ehautauqt~Jtt.'irolln:d:~~ 
West Libert¥; George· .Stanley, .. who ·day· night,-· Iavellere~~~~J{rs}·;·l 
I · t hi life· b' · · d 1 hll Pheipa· · · · t"~l~,~ .• ~:·z·,; os s y rown ng w e & • i.J.·~'}i:·#~"';~.;· 

.student at Ames in 1899 ;· H; Berta..n WAN"'En ·Re' lia.· bl·e·~ .. =-t· .0··it~J~.·-•·--.~·a····n··, Watters~·· Of'';,"Springfleld, .Qhio, an·i 'J. u- - J,U. 

Vernon G. Watters of Savannah, Ga. · presen_t,.Rc(Y0·ar~ U~lp_~~pt-G. #.~Jtd·~ Mr. Watters continued farming for a Insurance:~ OIJlP&~YJ!,!:> Oo ~ 
number.of years, and by ·careful antl . ion . for .rlgh't•"··.par~Y·1:~1d:A.dd 
efllcfent attention :to his work, was · · Br~nch'Otflce,::··peda'r'~Rapfd8i 
enabled to add to his -original tra.ct, :P. 0 .. Box:~887~~; ... ;;·l_~-~~:;f~;;;;f_:}/:',: 
untfl he became possessor of·· 4"'00 FOil SAL~ottoi{ .. 'itiattress;, 

·acres of valuable ground in the At!l- 'M-a.Mflles ~ ootiitterp'alie'::ttor.·J. 
lfssavicinfty . .' In 1899 Mr. arid Mrs. quarter bed; ~10-gB.l;i!~ro-ckei' 
. Watters left the farm and. came to glasses. and some'r!~iltitellen· 
West Liberty, where he erected their dishes, curtain rodl(rand1·ott 
handsome home on . Spencer street, , · · 
one of the most attractive in th.e city. · .ttcles'. ·::::.Phone. a91?C~~: ;~-~.) 

He was a stalwart R~publican .In F.OR SA'L~YearUil'g'.Cliester! 
politics and for two terms, from 1893· . ··p. ?ars. H., L .... Schpoley;>~·.,~ =======::!1. he ; served in· the. state legislature. 
He retained a keen · interest in all FOR'· .RENT-Slx:..room- ·.~}hdttsf 

Iowa 

to his departed public questions and to the last was · garden · spott ·300 .. ·.walnut~~ 
ifully given, an ex-, a prominent figure in all civic acti- N. J. Stear.ns. 4-PPlY\to:~ 
ve .. which :.the"pastor. vi ties .... ~--·-·~---~·----~-- .. ~-~.: .. ~-~~ .. -~-~-.-~~·-~---·~ ...... Stearns.-for-~key'"-." - .. , 7:"':::' =; ;:t, 
Jun; whose enthus-, On Christmas Day of.1918 Mr. and 
·k r/)he church and Mrs. \Vatters celebrated their golden FOR SALE~__;...· Sid~boa~d,:~'.:J 
en~ .. or the ·:}Jetter- wedding anniversary, entertaining . couch, mirror, chairs~. co·ok: 
1e city always was com~anies·of their friends d*uring the Also 'good gard·en .hose:;:ant 
vices' :were attended afternoon and evening. Their home dries. . Mrs.· . Burger, Clal 
among~ them a com- life was ideal, and they frequently Sixth streeta. , · "' · .. · · , f 
' niaiV clerks, come enterta:in'ed ·for their many friends OST o•d f · h · 
~cts .to .. tbeir beloved [and proved .themselves the most grac- L .... · ~ .:.. a;~ toned;'·· Jocl\:et 

· · l ious of entertainers tween North Columbus'stre 
ccomvanied, to West Mr. Watters was a member of Silas . depot.. Fin4er ·please .. ret' 
~iclow. "Son and his Jackson Post, G. A. R. of West Lib- · 0 · ·M.' Adams. ~· ·' ·· . ', ·.~ 
and: ·Mr .. and Mrs. erty and for many years held the FOUNJ;)....:._Purse conta:tning.: sn 

and here the" party place ;Of, Commander of his post. mount of money.~ . · . Owne 
HlP of close friends His dignified carriage and unusually have by td"'\tHylvg ·proper.1 
the ·membership of erect form mnde hfm marked among paying tor this notice. . .. ; 

ge, A~. ~F.\ _& A. M. these Y~19.ram~ !lt ~11 .their public· ap-. · ·"' .. · . · · •.:,;:.__,;. 
:e ·Mr. McClun was pearances. For .many year£:J he held \VANTED--Elderly woman fo· 
vhich he held offices the positron of secretary of the- Sec- panionship. c.'~q~~ .\1.9.~X~. 
residence. ond Iowa· Veterans Association. and • - • - .. 
lc service \was held always was active -in the reunions of F~OR 'SALE-14l~e_::~~o.bb~ge;.~.;~ 
ry, where Robert this body. He also held membership e 20 ·to 30 •. J •. -,H. • :;_Mea,d, 

1 f 'M t I Mt Cl L 1 A F & .Elmstreets •. · ;:··~, 1 p ace o as er. n . a vary o< ge, . . A. 'M. , , , .·· .. ,' <' 
·given by Cho.plaln Both Mr. ana liirs. \Vatters have been 
' of Mt. Co.lvary members of the Christian church for .FOR RENT-t-Fo~t.t·slx::acre.s:·'t grass· pasture with ;:well<and 
t, the PresbytJerlnn many . years, and the local pastor, mill. Kirk Milnes~.:Muocathie 
11 Qrers, members Rev. Late 1-fOtr, with Rev.· H. K. · ·. · · · ....__ 
~r · ... R. Preiss, C~ Schondelmayer, will be h1 charge of .CARD 0· F ... THA. ··.· ;.N., KS .. , : ... ' .. · 
y Polders,· Geo. W. the funeral services which will be ·· · 
Intosh and· w. ·H. held Friday tnornlng at 10 o'clock, ·,, \ve take ·this· .• rb.eans:·'of .. i:iJii 

. from ihe Christian· church ... Burial all the friends· and neighbors 1 
tlatlves and friends will be made at Oakridge. cemetery. kindness shown u's -and forrtb.E 
e flnal service were 1'" • _ ·• ·:. '" ·· otferln·gs·--- received~1n-~our':'~ 
McClun of Chicago: The funeral· se'rvtces for Mr~: Attn ber~avement. · ·' · · .. · · ·: 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

HISTORY OF 

MUSCATINE COUNTY 

IOWA 

FROM THE EARLIEST SETTLEMENTS 

TO THE PRESENT TIME 

BIOGRAPHICAL 

VOLUME II 

ILLUSTRATED 

1911 

THE S. J. CLARKE PUBLISHING CO. 

CHICAGO 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

HISTORY OF ~ICSC:\TL'\E COC:\TY 175 

a part of the present site oi \\'est Liberty. In 1g56 he began breaking prame 
with six yoke of oxen, being thus busily engaged f(•r about three years. On the 
expiration of that period he traded his cattle for a quarter section of land nine 
miles southwest of \\.est Liberty and began the further development and im­
provement of that property. The venture proved disastrous, however, for the 
chinch bugs destroyed his wheat three seasons in succession. In 1864 he drove 
across the country with a mule team to :\Iontana and there \Vorked in the mines 
for two years. At the end oi that time he returned to Iowa and purchased a 
farm of one hundred and sixty acres about six miles southwest of \Vest Liberty, 
devoting his attention to its operation for forty-four years or until the time of 
his retirement. Since putting aside the active work of the fields, he has resided 
with his family at \\'est Liberty. there 0\ming a commodious and attractive home. 

In );ovember. r8G6. ~Ir. James was united in marriage to :\Iiss Harriet Kile, 
who was the only child of her parents. Jerry and ~Iary (Brownell) Kile. Fol­
lowing the death of his first wife, Jerry Kile wedded Elizabeth Lee, by whom he 
had nine children. namely: :\Tadison. \vho is deceased; :VIary, the wife of J. 
~Iiesky; George; Sarah. the wife of Adolph Kiser. of ).Iinnesota; Lydia, \Vho 
has passed away; Leota, the wife of Charles Burkhart of \\'est Liberty; Caro­
line, who is the wife of I Ienry Rang and resides in Io1,·a; Lewis; and Elmer. who 
died in in fancy. Cnto :\I r. and ~I r~. James were born ten children. as follows : 
George Elmer: \\'illiam Curtis; :\fay France,.;, the wife of Vincerit Birkett, of 
\\'est Liberty; Edwin ; l~ertha Elizabeth. who gaYe her hand in marriage to Ben­
jamin Bigsby. of Cedar county; Jes~ K.; Clayton S.; Leota Harriet, at home; 
Harry Phillip. \lho is 'tlecea5ed; and \\"arren \\'ard. 

Politically :\I r. J a me;; ha;; e1 er been a stanch republican. ~ttpporting the men 
and measures oi that party by his ballot. He has held the offices of supervisor 
and trustee. di-charging- his dutie,.; in the~e connecti•Jns with notable promptness 
and fidelity. IIe 11·a~ reared a Congregationalist but attend~ the sen·ices of the 
~Iethodi,.;t church. 11·hile fraternally he i~ a Knigbt:' Templar :\la~on. Fifty-eight 
years have come and gone since Gad J ame~ first came to ~I uscatine county. and 
its history is there iurc Ia rgely i am ilia r to him. I J e ln" never had occa~ion to 
regret hi,; determination t•) emigrate tn :\merica. but on the contrary has always 
regarded it a' a mo~t fortunate ,tep in hi" life history. Here he found the op­
portunitie;; he ~ought and hy the improvement of the chances \\'hich came to him 
has gradually progre-•ed in the bu;;ine::,; 11·orld until he is now enabled to copend 
his declining year~ amid all of the comfort<: and many of the luxuries of life. 

H.-\.\'SO.\: B. \\'.-\ TTERS. 

Hanson B. \Yatter,;. one of the hrmored veteran5 of the Civil war. is rleserving 
of prominent mention in thi;; \·olume not only by reason of the loyal support 
which he gave to his countrv in her hom of need but also because of the credi­
table place to which he att;ined in agricultural and political circles. A native 
of Ohio, he was born iri Belmont count\' on the f)th of December, 1840, a son 
of Dr. \\'illiam \\·. and Tere:::q D. 1 Cr~gg J \\.atter5. nati\·es of :\1aryland and 
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Ohio respectively. Dr. William \V. \ratters came with his family to Muscatine 
county, Iowa, in April, 1851, and here purchased farm land in what is now known 
as Goshen township. He was a physician by profession and successfully prac­
ticed medicine in Ohio for a number of years before coming to this state but 
did not practice here except in a friendly way. He passed away in l\Iuscatine 
county on the 20th of March, 1884, and his wife's demise occurred in June, 
1886. Their family consisted of nine children, of whom seven are yet living: 
Mary E., a resident of Fort Dodge, Iowa; Hanson B., of this review; William 
G., of California; Louise, deceased; Henry G., of Muscatine county; \Valter 
P., residing in Atalissa, Iowa; Emma I., the deceased wife of Dr. E. S. Lawrence, 
of Des l\Ioines; Sarah, who makes her home in Fort Dodge, Iowa; and Clara, 
the widow of Theodore Xoble, of Oakland, California. 

Spending his early boyhood in his native state. Hanson B. \Vatters was a lad 
of ten years when he came with his parents to ~Iuscatine county in 1851, and in 
the schools of Ohio and Iowa he was accorded excellent educational advantages. 
After completing the course of study offered in the public schools by graduation 
from the high school, he attended \Vestern College at \\'estern, Iowa. He had 
not yet attained his majority when civil war was inaugurated between the north 
and south, and was but twenty years of age when, prompted by a spirit of pa­
triotism, he enlisted in the Cnion army, becoming in August, 1861, a member 
of Company G, Second Iowa Cavalry, with which he served for a term of two 
and a half years. At the expiration of that period he reenlisted in the same 
company, being identified therewith until the close of the war, serving most 
of the time with the rank of sergeant. \Vith his regiment he participated in 
the charge on Farmington and took part in a number of important and hotly 
contested engagements, while at Coffeeville, :Mississippi, he was wounded in 
the left side. He responded readily and fearlessly to every call of duty, and his 
courage and valor never faltered in the face of danger. He received honorable 
discharge in Alabama on the 19th of September, 1865, and after the close of 
hostilities returned home with a most excellent military record. 

Returning to the pursuits of civil life, ~Ir. \Vatters took up farming on the 
old homestead in Muscatine county, in the operation of which he continued 
until his marriage, in 1868, to Miss Ruth H. Parker, who was born in Columbia 
county, Pennsylvania, and is the only surviving member of a family of nine 
children born unto Lot and Susanna (Lundy) Parker, the latter a sister of Cap­
tain William Lundy. Her parents came to Iowa in 1867 and here their remain­
ing days were spent. After his marriage Mr. \Vatters removed with his bride 
to a farm of forty acres in Goshen township, which he had previously purchased, 
and it remained the scene of his busy activities for more than a decade. That his 
efforts during that period were effective elements in the acquirement of suc­
cess is indicated by the fact that as the yeaFs passed by he was able to add ex­
tensively to his original holdings, becoming eventually the owner of four hun­
dred acres of valuable land. Indeed the modern methods ·.vhich he employed, 
combined with the spirit of energy and perseverance which characterized all of 
his labors, made it possible for him at the end of but eleven years to withdraw 
from active life and enjoy in well earned retirement those pleasures which a 
substantial competence could afford. In 1899 he left the farm and took up his 

.. 
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abode in West Liberty, where he has since made his home. His present resi­
dence, erected by himself, is one of the finest and most attractive in the town and 
is the visible evidence of the success which crowned his efforts during his active 
connection with agricultural pursuits. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. \Vatters have been born five sons, as follows: Allan P., 
postmaster of Dexter, New .:\1exico; \Villiam L., engaged in the drug business 
in \Vest Liberty; George Stanley, who was drowned while attending the Iowa 
State College in 1899; Henry B., a civil engineer of Cleveland, Ohio; and Ver­
non G., who graduated from the Iowa State College and is also a civil engineer, 
making his home in Florida. 

The parents hold membership in the Christian church and Mr. \Vatters 
belongs to Lodge No. 95, A. F. & A. ~1.. of West Liberty, while as a member 
of Silas Jackson Post, No. 255, G. A. R., at \Vest Liberty, he keeps in touch 
with his old army comrades. In politics he has been a stalwart republican since 
age conferred upon him the right of franchise and he has ever had the interests 
of the party at heart, doing all in his power to extend its influence in the com­
munities in which he has resided although never a politician in the-usually ac­
cepted sense of office seeking. His fellowmen, however, recognizing and demon­
strating their appreciation of the disinterestedness of his ser':':ice and his high 
personal worth and ability, chose him to represent his district in the state legisla­
ture, which honor was conferred upon him in 1893, and in 1895 he was reelected 
to the office, serving for two terms. It was during the session of 18¢ and the 
special session of 1897, while he was a member, that the code was revised, and he 
was actively and helpfully interested in other important legislative measures 
during the period of his incumbency. As a private citizen he has ever remained 
a close student of the questions and issues of the day and although he has now 
passed the Psalmist's allotted span of three score years and ten he yet takes a 
deep interest in current event\.of the day relating to community, state and na­
tional politics. His life has indeed been a useful and helpful one, actuated at all 
times by high purposes, and the enviable position which he has won for him­
self in the respect and confidence of his fellow citizens speaks in higher terms 
of a successful career than does the substantial material gain which crowned his 
life's labors. 

WARREN W. JAMES. 

Among the young men who have made a fair start as agriculturists in Mus­
catine county and give promise of increasing usefulness as the years pass in a 
business that calls for energy, judgment and the close attention of an intelligent 
mind is Warren W. James. He is now in his twenty-second year and, having 
been reared under the most favorable conditions for obtaining a thorough knowl­
edge of farming, he was well prepared upon arriving at manhood to assume 
responsibilities generally undertaken by those much older than himself. He was 
born in \Vapsinonoc township, June 30, 1889, and comes of a family well known 
in Muscatine county, being a son of Gad and Harriet (Kile) James, a record 
of whom appears elsewhere in this work. 
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JOURNAL OF-THE HOUSE 

MEMORIALS 

HON. HANSON B. WATTERS 

(~a. SPEAKER-Your committee appointed to prepare resolutions com­
mimor'ating the life and services of the Honorable Hanson B._ Wat­
ters. late of Muscatine county, Iowa, beg leave to report the following 
memorial: -

Honorable Hanson B. Watters, who represented Muscatine county in 
the Twenty-fifth and Twenty-sixth and Twenty-sixth Extra, General 
Assemblies, was born in Belmont county, Ohio, December 9th, 1840. He 
''Jas the son of Dr. and Mrs. William W. Watters and early in the year 
1851,- when a boy of but eleven years of age, he came with his parents 
to Iowa and settled in Goshen township, Muscatine county. He grew 
to ~anhood's estate and ,!:E!Ceived his education in the public schools 
of t}lat vicinity. Later he attended the Western college at Western, 
Iowa, taking a collegiate course in that institution. 

At the breaking out of the civil war, like so many patriotic sons of 
America, promptly enlisted in Company B:, Second Iowa Cavalry. This 
was in August of 1861 and for three years, the period of his enlist­
ment, he served faithfully and well in the defense of his country. At 
the expiration of his period of three- years enlistment lie again enlisted 
in the same company and served in it until after the war was over, 
being mustered out of service in September, 1865, thus giving to his 
country· four years out of the best years of his 'young manhood. 

He fought in many engagements of the war and at the battle of 
Coffeeville, Mississippi,_ he was severely wounded but after recovering 
from this wound rejoined his regiment. Upon being mustered out of 
service in September he immediately returned to his home in Musca­
tine county and took up the duties of ciVil life engaging in the occu­
patiol} of fal:ming. 

Q, December, 1868, he was united in marriage to Miss Ruth H. 
er. To this union were born five sons, Allen P. Watters of Oak­

limd, California; William L. Watters of West Liberty, Iowa; George -
Stanley Watters who lost his life by drowning at Ames, Iowa, in 1899; 
Henry Bertram Watters of Springfield, Ohio, and Vernon G. Watters 
<>f Savannah, Georgia. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Watters continued to reside on the farm until 1899 
when they moved to West Liberty, Io•va, and made that place their 
honie. Mr. \Vatters was a true American citizen and as such he took 
an active interest in public affairs and wa~ affiliated with the Republi­
can party and advocated the 12rinciples of that party giving consci­
entious support to these prineil)\es through the trying days of recon­
struction and the placing of the nation on a sound financial basis that 
led to the marvelous prosperity of the years that followed. 

In 1892 he was elected to the House of Repre~entatives and served 
i.n this and the succeeding two General Assemblies. He represented 
his district with a large degree of fidelity giving to his duties that con­
scientious consideration that characterized his public services through-

out life. 
He was an active meml:er of Silas Jackson Post, G. A. R. of West 

Liberty and a member ,of Mt. Calvary Lod{~e, A. F. & A. M. He 
passed from thi~ life on June 15th, 1920, at tll e age of 79 years, 6 months 

and 6 days. 

Therefcre Ee It Resoked, That the House of Representatives take 
this occasion to present this tribute to the memory of a faihful public 
servant and to express appreciation of his character and public service 
and to extend to his family and relatives most sincere sympathy. 

Resolt·ed, that a copy of the~e resolutions be printed in the journal of 
the House and that the Chief Clerk be directed to forward to the family 

of the decea~ed an engrossed copy. 

Adopted l\Iarch 23, 1!)21. 

J. H. VAN CAMP . 
.J. H. 'MAYNE. 

JOHN BRADLEY. 
CornmiLtee. 

HON. MONIAS E. EITTER~1AN 

MR. SPEAKFR-Your committee v.ppointed to prepare resolutions com­
memorating the life :md work of the H<:>n. Monias E. Bitterman, late of 
Cerl.'o Gordo county, Iowa, beg leave to report the following memorial: 

Hon. Monias E. Bitter1:1::>n who repreFented Cerro Gordo county in 
the Twenty-fourth and Twenty-fifth General Assemblies, was born in 
Canton, Ohio, August 16th, 1843, and died at Nora Sprlngs, Iowa, De-' 
cember 23, 1919, aged seventy six years. He was left fatherless when· 
quite young. After some years his mother married Samuel Spotts and 
when Joe was sixteen years of age the family moved to the vicinity 
of Joliet, Illinois. Here he worked on the farm until he became of 
age and here he was married January 14, 1866, to Sarah Heintzleman 

with whom he lived almost fifty-four years. 

To them were born six children; J. C. of Madison, Wisconsin; E. L. 
and l\'[rs. Jennie Allen of Nora Springs; l\1 rs. Truly Schulte Of New 
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