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Lter he engaged in farming in 

Farmer, Buaineu Man; this county, but left his first farm 
Early Day Sheriff in 1879, and in 1881 becam~ pro­

prietor of a hotel at Riceville on 
the stage line. 

Col. R, T. St. John, one of the Eleeted S~erUf In 1882 
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most important and interesting His fellow townsmen, recog­
JMraatul the eeuntv ever erethteetL ni+ins hfllt .. ,. ... .,_ .. "*" IIMun,, '*•~ SHAlfiJSf 
died at his home fn ·Riceville, on sired)lis service in public office, FINAL M. 
Wednesday morning at the ad- and in~1882 he was elected sheriff The Sh 

· vanced age of 91 years. of Mitchell county, in which posi- its last m• 
R. T. St. John has long figured tion he continued by re-election Tuesday a 

prominently in connection with for five terms. In 1888 he was Mrs. Eli:u 
public affairs in Iowa and through elected president of the Iowa At th 
out his entire career he has man- Sheriffs association. electione ~ 
ifested,the same spirit of fidelity He was elected to the Twenty- h t 11 -
end loyalty which prompted his fifth and Twenty-sixth general t. ~ ? ~ 
enlistment when 16 years of age 'assemblies of .Iowa and also serv- se e. 
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·. 0. C. Bellmap a-s a first• 
engM.ver,, During the past 
!t work that, came lnt{) my 
ly by lldm .. l find him11 eup­
partblent and r.upld as WPll 
ln1 Watehe&.(}locks-Jcwelry, 

-
1 home. 
BesHe BiJ•Lto.n D.1Hl EunleP spent 

t:r O.t Ob~ttl!'.B Dutton's. .. . 

.41~, .. , Ooodbr.andt . is ni'~ist.lng 
l~ ~:ilutns with ~1{8 f.trm work. 

, 
OALlFoRNiA L~JTrE;n 
a man rope enough nnd lJp will 

imself, is an old ~Yin g. ('.:til for­

v~rs are bringing disaster 
b~ l.arte. 'l'hcy h~1 re m:t<h· lt 
l(~h of n P:lll'tHlise. :\lulU!ndPs 
eking t1ttber and we sex' more 
r F{Jt'<ls ·these dit~-s. tJulll \W Hill). 

;be country <•outuhH.xl. llt>rP l$ 
1e Bnk(~rafield c.ulifornl.un tdls: 
t the iust lo mouths ll<>arly 
lc.o:;titn tc people, ban~ comu to 
nh1, Uiost ot: t1H .. Hll frnnt the (~t.~n-
~t i.lntLg,lUthwt•tolL. t-})(l l>11~t 

sea. 'i',lleh· eoming ha.~ nthled 
ttterlnlly t..o the dltllcultles the 
lCl"S. 

tll of the 8iOOO can secure em­
lt; even with bt"ttered con~11· 

is doubbful if the 11pprooching 
S<'.ason could supply j<}hs for 

esidents of the State \Yh o n re 

&rfi July;. ,.14, 18'46, ~ tn Euz .. 
a~thj;, tttittois .... Came 

ftete in isso 

J\ ,<lpt•elal nwultn~ of. fljQ; 

All h ld k Asi-;Q(~bttkn :w~u; h~~ 
lti;!ll l(ehoo: lwihlirlg; rj·iw);,i 
'!'WP!liy~s.;ix of .1he r!Hlty..:tifil~ 
wPre preseu t. •. · ;;. ·.i: :·~: 

'l'he treH~IIt't':.;; JJ()ytl fti(.il 
1Wber.t T. st. j~abn ,wns Uol"ll July por-t<•d :j:HO:!Jf hi. :the tf&n~llb 

tourteenlt!h, 1846, ln Ellzahctll. llldnols. t•llis nJJJOIJllf ·wn.s dmmtcd by, 
He came to Iowa "''1-t:h 1his pttrent.q in :\Iatwn's st>wh1g club. The r($ 
1860. tt·Ls ea~ljr .Mucnticm wn~; in tlw f'd ~~~· 1loltll i·Jutt~ t)ti.'J'#t; 1!!lSj 
l'!.ll"Al -ooliJ itt4 <Je.d.ar Vcno,. $fl\l•" 'J'"J~~~ AfltitHJe A~S6elittlon is "i 
ary a.'t Qifage. ltn 'his ooy•hQ{><l, be wurk- ful to a1I wlw eon trilmted tc 
ed on a,b:.,rtn near Osnge, and attended t:hy eause. No donut there 
schooi (.i·Utitlg the w1ntet-a, onl~·. . • w'ho mny wish. to doniite .•IJ 

At the age of iO, ihe cillisteil {n Com- may (}() oo at fttb· 'time by ttu 
panr 1ti 21th l(JW.ft lnf.'lrtltrw· at Osage, eontrilm-t:ions to LoJd Itichi 
but ·his. parents preveut~d Ms goh1g 01~ Spe-<:htl tlnitikS t1re due lltl: 
accouiit ;pf,hlj age. J:ta:ter be enlisted er, Verrut l~luli1tdtt. HnroW.dl. 
in the 7tMt UHnots Oavalry~ Comi!>Ul!J' A, h.r VollJrecht; Margaret Ut~ 
a!t mi1?J~~bb,, iHtuoi~, and served dur- PriestiPy. IJaila'~l.W.uHon, ~!1, 
iilJS' tkeremai:hder ~; th,e :war. J•JunkP ·weber, ,WhiHred Mp~ 

on October 4j i866, he was married ler, gl'icn Vivtiiu Utnn; ,I:{~ 
to .Addie :in. ~Sayles, n•t Osngt~, nn<l moved. eutt; Ldtoy Wehstcr, :Do~J 
to a sthltil t'ttrm dn Jerikhts 'l~ownsbip. He! PH 1 knders&ti, iJetty. iJ~ 
Three dhUdren were IJJ.()tn,. 1\lay, who Oc;rot·lty .Jenn ,\~ui{es, nM:f~ 

.. > ··y . : - :-~''-'\.-,.' 

died In h1fartcy, Earl rund Harry. . Billy .:'IIeKibben, .lim BetiS(j, 
He 'lH .. •id minor oflh.'i:"S of ~.rust in .1 Pn- .J olm, <; ra(·e !{lclH~r, :\til lib.'~ 

ki.oo Townshl:p un.bil 188:!; w•ht•n l1e was :.::l'IIP [r<~n und t1w Smttf~ 
eleded to HH~ otlice of County Shtrilt ;.;Pwi11:.::. 1 :Inti. H wm; thi~ 
of :MHcht~H county. H{' set"\"P(l in thii; 1·n·oi·t~ th:tt t:lli~ IIIOtlP.\'. ·w£(1> 
capadty unti11S~:?. w'hen·1w rt'ltH'lft••l, .\!nxb:· .\1•~'-'lf~:r :t!Hl B(\);~-~~ 
... 1-d~ f''"'''' tteHnlwitHr ·Hiep\·ill<• .. jlll Nw I d\'~l'l rp sP61.'hll':lm~i~tHnLh~ 'LV ,.._... • ...,., ..., __ ..,.. ... _ .-- ... .._ I 
west. · . did douhiP dnty! v~:t)i;kfit,~{l 

As i:U~prt\~rttntke :from :\!Lethv'd "t:l1~· .)!>an iYill~l' .. ,,u.~o <h'!'t~l~ 
countv, 111<} sctn:d in the ~fltll nncl :.!Gth llllt!llt ion lJPt·att~(~ ~he wulkb 
~ne~i .Assembhlea, as well as a Leg-Is-: her ltomP i11 Uit; eonntry :11ui 
}a1t1ve St>L'Chi1 Session. \He serr<:tl on! Pr! for t hn'<~ hours. 
the stliff of :form..,}: G{J\"(•rtJor Ilat·d~ll!-:'.1 'l'lll' nH•mlH'l'$ Yoted t.o w 
was a deh:~nte from lowa, to t.lw :\:tt-

1 
('ollrt on t.l.1': ~~~nth\\T~t Cllt1 

ional AgrlcnJ·tural Oon.gress, nn<l for gT~llle ~·dwol gt:<JmHl:;. 'l'llere, 
.aight yeats, rcpreseHt'0tl the -!Lh Lli~ I r:tckets an~l balls titlrdl:i&!d 
trlct, ns. Superltite.hd~nt of Agrleul tu re, soel:a tloll for N11': nsc or tho$~ 
on t'lle lo'\\"'tt .state F.rulr Honrd. no me!H'L". Tl1eh~. 1i1;1.\· l~ ~ 

He Avns a l)ttSt Vice ·Pte}dtknt of. the JX)~~Ps." old r<tt.'~r~i:S.:,n.ir · '' 
Pioneer •l.Atw ~!akers, af l<)V\"U, pnst dotwtc t'hem. '.;i~H~~*f . 
DelJilrbment Comm:attder of Iowa G. A. ni~ eourt \\'ill tk~· i£i)1lrd~. 
Jt.. All labor w:Hl '(li~v~ to ... U\1 

For sixteen ')'cars he sern_'"<l ns Atl· Plcnse St.'<! l.A'),yd iHci1iti,)hJt: 
elsta.ut Fish and Gn.me Warden of tPer w lwlp 'hi111 ~ttonce. : .. 
Iowa. .:\ ('t<"HJtlt't s<~t it; to he ptt! 

A farmer by oc-cutmtion, hi:'~ hlt<'N\.-rts t\IQ\,\'llH' Bin·k·~· lt lll:~~· ('t),~':t 
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il't;rulu, t.uust of: them fr·om !.!!\.' ,,:P!l· 
~ "'~t !~~~~.! ~HIIfll\\••••d; fht• fl11<:l 

·''1 ArNl. 'l'Jipft·. eo1nlng has nilth•(l 
r mn.tt~rlnlly to the difHenltlt•s the 
t<' face•s. · 
:ot( ) Of fbe 87{){)(} eJtn fH'Ctl!'<' <'!Jl­
hmmf: creu with b<vtter('d {'Olllli· 

tl'} it l.s doubbfut it f:la• nppro.ndllng 
\_·est $CS18()U COUld BUVply j')h::-; for 
~ residents of the Stnt1:~ who aro 

tiiJ*!~U.Jl5J]( ll!llfj!)I!JI l,l!f(M!tlllli,,, i , U. j! ·. _·. Li:!illl-:ti@ 

; REMOVED 
:HA~GE 
·ing s~ rvice 
[ogs, With tiid.es on 
· Riceville,, towa 
~e Call to Us 

ret·'1 in S"e<:Uring emp:oyment. But 
1 ~-- ~Jany thousand destitute add('{l 
he number, tbe prhol(IJJll Jx-comC'8 
.e .... 'l"'he ranks continue ro S\n•ll 
1 aliflrming rapidity!' 
is ~1.fe to &\Y that generally sp€-ak· 
It is wise tor people to ~main 
re they are nnless they have a job 
t~d. or are able to travel at tlH:1r 

expense. One of the sad ex-per· 
(I!S of tbe Writer ls to ha 'Ve. so mAny 
s'k him. "l.M you kno\V where I can 
a j()b ?" ne mhst ~nswer always 
gam~-"~o." · 

1 tbe B1etm.."lnn News I.l('ttcr The 
~v-il'le ltecorder has an addc.l nt­
•ti<>n. Be tells us things a~.mut 

m1ngton that inte'l:'eSt the average 
I cr. 
')Utilre-n Oalifornta bas bad a1rn<>St 
~ord breraktng winter tor rold a:pd 
t.~":~t faTmers and cattle men 

~-:.....:s. L. Pack&rd, · Arvtn, QaJif. 

Aprll 12; 1987 

(11 

C'ill Hl d t ;\' 1lll t11 
• .. t.L. *'"''"' ,,Jtnln·ltpr 1'1 \'1'1.1 11 i i t>V ..... , ......... '"' ' \ I'P (', ill! U' I 1 1'-"f'!"rl' "H'' ·-l:d I UP! 

west. I >lld dllt!llil' dn; ,\ l•.\· 
As Uepr't"Hentntht• fl'•Jlll :\lkt!IPil t .,;by .JP:tll \\illd;~' ; 1 

county. 'b(• 8(!fY<'cl h1 the 2fll h nwl :!lith jm"nthm IH><·:tni-!t.~ ~l 
General Assemhl!lcs, as well as a Lei!s· . h~>r htHH!~ iR!IH· euu 
lu'tin~ SlK'<dl\1 Se~:.;ion. 'lie 1-lPI'\'I•d o.ll I "d fot' tltJ'N~ h1Hlr~., 
the s-btiT of fonuer U•,n·1·nor llat·tlill:: .. j The 101! ··. · ··.• 
was u del<~llte from hnvu. to tlw :\"at· I conrtl~il" Jf 
tonal Agrlcullturnl (..'<:)ngress, nnd :for t ~nlde ~jhtH)l· gt·onH•; 
e!rbt yeartB,. rolWt,sentt>d the 4L.h 1)1.,;-~ r:t<:k(H .. ~~thnl bal1~~i 
.t~lm. a._ •\lJilOi'"ht'h."'tukmJ tt~ .\.vt•htL1htH'"l' ~tikJt:ih.~t~ ~f Hf~:tf~ 
on tlle 1orrn State F~ulr Bourd. no r11dn:.tt'-'. Th<'l't~"~ 

He wns a !>a.'9t Viee Pr(~.::;;ldent of tl1ei po~;.::p.-.:;.:: <»1•1 . r:1do;:~·b 
PionL:.er •Law 'M:akers, of l'}Wa, pa~"t don.afe t'IH:m. The 
Depnrtmeut Comrnander <)f Iowa G. A. nis ('Dnrr will IK:: 
l1. All labor wH I h:t 

For sixteen 'Y<'..ars ·he Rern~l us Af-i- Pleast.! see Loyd 11 
eist.a.n't Fish and Game ·warden of· teer to lwlp 11h11 ~l 
Iowa. A er<>quet set. i~ 

A farmer by OC"CUilxtti<:m, his i1Jt<'r<' .. :rt.-; t:\lnyme Burke. lt. 
were mainly agriculture; n!) bJ the time will be pnt on th. 
or •hi'S WUQS detllt:b, l\Iny 21, 1036. Stru.-e the grade SdlOOl ~ 
that time ·he had !lll'ltde his h(Jimc with Arthur ~lnh.aff~~ 

;j~ 

his gr.anddaugftlter, ill·rs. Rex Yoore. kittenl),all ior ,l:>o}~ 
Mr. St. John wS$ of rugged coustitu- northeast ·e<>rner.f~l 

tl<>n; and-bad ~Irs. St. John_ 11 v~. tlH~Y 1 ~roUnds . __ · \YiU ·be-.~ 
would ha;e ~elebr.a.t~d. in October, 1036, 1 ~;tber :t1lel~lb<~rs of:: 
their seventieth w'Cddlng unnin•r&'lTY.I the C'l)mmt1nity .• :~ 
The death of bi.s ~om1ger son, llnn·y, plny t>lease see --~ 
in 19.~, and the l<>8s of Ms wife, n in te1,r. The (~ul{}!l 
year later, contdbuted to ills decline, j If the J)fi<:e <fi 
although he '\\'l\s est)(X•ially active, fori tt \'tY .~ shu.fil(~l~ 
one of his age, up ton week tm:~.'<"din~ ~-.on· t1m S{)U·tb~~· 
bis d~dl. . · ·. :;,-chool grou11ds. ·.j 

Mr. St. Jt>hn. \\"a.s 1111 ucti,·e member li~ Ku}o·w \\ill hf!l 
of t'be Con~tion .. -<tl church, and ·one mittee. Any in!o~ 
ot lt.s deaoone. he a 1-,p!'(-<:iHtt..>d by 

He ""as a life member of tlH• ~!a son- 'l'he horS?esb<>e ··~ 
ic Orders; tbe M$Wmic Lodge Proper, ed. T;t; is hoped to 
The lloyal J\tt"ll t-'"h,:ll;ter, The Com- , he lig'bte<L Andre~ 
mandery and The Shmne. ·\ ()f tftlia i>roj~. R'e 

Be passe(t tt'Ml.Y,. pea<."e'ft'l'lly, at the nn1n1t~· ~tf'~air ftlld 
home of E. Rex ll:oore, _ W(-.dnesda.Y j to he ~\"~1"\yhel~~ 
morning. . Of the immedhtte . ftnnily, 1 lly, ~h()(»P ~"'ft~; 
8Un1\'i!ng is one I!K}D, E. n. St. Jobn, of I to ~~&~ ~3 
Ricev1lle. Aleo seven grandchildren, l S&>iits. Ol~re. 
Ah1n St1 .T>dhn, R<ittert '1'. St. John, Jr. l in ,11itking :a 
and Dick St. Joon of San Antonio; Tex-!up at the regUli\ 
at; )i'I'S. E. Re:s: )Ioore, Ruby St. Joh~, I ·· The amount #: 

i::,": ~':e. a'~at'::" ~~I~~~"!:"'~~ 
granddAUghter"' Jecqu(!lltnn Moore, bole. · The secretls 
daug,bter of Mt. and Mrs. E. Rex ~roore. write to state om 

_n.,~r~ "~ ~._~,, nt"RR\~J , ~~~t' t<> tx• ~nt 
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four years as county chairman of his 
county, and has been a delegate to the 
state conventions for the past ten years, 
with few exceptions. He was a candidate 
for district judge in 1"\1~. but suffered de­
feat with the rest of his ticket by reason 
of fusion of the democratic \Yi th the popu­
listie party. In lh9/ he \\"as nominated fur 
state senator from the Harrison-Monona­
Crawford district, but as the fusion majority 
in the district was l,iiOO, he was not elected, 
though he greatly reduced the adverse 
majority, running about ;suo \-otes ahead 
of his ticket in his O\\"ll count\'. In 1'-i~L':i he 
was elected to represent tl~~e Xinth con­
gressional district on the rppublican state 
central committee. He is a member of the 
Masonic, Modern \Vuudnwu and Knights 
of Pvthias orders. He was married in 
October, lt<~l;), to Miss Emma V Joy, of 
Portage, \Vis., whu for sevpral years had 
taught school at Missouri \'alley and other 
places in Iowa. 

ST. ,JOHi-1, Hos. R T A man of stal­
wart proportions and soldierly bearing is 

Hon. R T. St. John, member of the house 
of representatives of the Twenty-sixth 
General Assembly, representing Mitchell 
county. He is a man of sterling integrity, 
and possesses ability of a high order as a 

legislator. He was born .July 1-1, I "-!fi, at 
Elizabeth, .Jo Da\·iess countv, Ill., \VhPre 
a part of his childhood was spent. His 
father, .John St. John, was born at East 
St. Louis, Ill., and was a soldier in the 
Black Hawk war. He afterward took gov­
ernment land near Freeport, and still later 
entered the lead mines at Galena. He is 
nO\\' living at Wceville, Iowa, at the ad­
vanced a.ie of >-::l years. His mother's 
name before marriage was Xancy Foster. 
She was born in ~ orth Carolina, and 
descended frow one of the first families of 
Virginia A paternal grandfather was a 
native of Canada, and traded with the 
Indians of Illinois in an early day. He 
later become <L fur d~~aler at St. Louis, and 
died there at the age of tOti years, lHt\·ing 
retained his physical strength and mental 
faculties up to tlw time of his last bripf 
sickness. 

R. T. St. John earned his first dollar bv 
picking lead orP from the rubbish in th.e 
Galena mines. He received a very liberal 
education in the common schools and the 
Cedar Valley seminaxy. After coming to 
Iowa in 11-<;)D, he was engaged in farming 
in Mitchell countv The nearest market 
for their grain and cattle was McGregor, 
100 miles away, ancl many interesting in­
cidents of marketing trips are told. He 
enlisted as a soldier at the age of 16, be­
came a member of Company A, Seventh 
Illinois cavalry, and served valiantly until 
peace was declared, after which he re­
turned to the farm. Several winters were 
spent in the pine regions of Wisconsin, 
where he "roughed it," a,nd though falling 
behind tbe times in style of dress and cut 
of hair, would return to civilization better 
in health and purse for the experience. 
He later owned and conducted the Hice­
ville hotel, and handled agricultural imple 
ments. At the present time he is the owner 
of the Oak Park stock farm, located within 
the city limits of Riceville, Mitchell 
county, and is actively engaged in breed­
ing fine stock of various kinds. Among 
other things he has a large pigeon ranch 
and five artificial ponds, which are fed by 
springs and stocked with all kinds of 
game fish, including rainbow and speckled 
trout. 

His election to the office of constable 
gave him the opportunity to break up sev­
ered gangs of thieves, and brought him 
into prominence as excellent material for 
the sheriff's office, and in the fall of 1881 
he was elected sheriff. He was continued 
in that place for five terms, being elected 
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each time by a large majority. He was 
elected president of the Iowa Sheriffs' 
association in 1888. In secret societies his 
affiliations are with the Knights Templars, 
Odd Fellows and G. A. R In Masonry he 
is a Shriner, in Odd Fellowship a past 
officer of the highest rank, and in the G. 
A. R. a past grand commander, having 
been the first commander of Frank A. 
Brush Post, at Osage. During the ses­
sions of the Twenty-fifth and Twenty-sixth 
General Assembles he was a member of 
various important committees, and chair· 
man of the committee on agriculture. He 
was prominent in the work of recodifying 
the laws, and gave particular attention to 
agriculture, taxation, and compensation of 
public officers. That his first term· was 
entirely satisfactory to his constituents is 
evidenced by the fact that he was renom­
inated by acclamation an~ elected by a 
majority far in the lead of the state ticket. 
He was married to Miss Addie E. Sayles, 
November 4, 1866. They have had three 
children, two of whom are living: Earl R., n years old, is a student in Grinnell col­

\.~~e, and Harry D., 10 years of age, is in 
~the Riceville high school. 

BALDWIN, WILLIAM WRIGHT, of Bur­
lington, is one of the best-known railroad 
attorneys of Iowa, having been for many 
years associated with the Burlington com­
pany. His father, Charles Baldwin, also a 
lawyer of ability, is now living in Keo­
sauqua, at an advanced age, and was one 
of the very earliest settlers of Van Buren 
county, coming there in 1840 from Ohio. 
He is a man of much force of character 
and the highest integrity. Mr. Baldwin's 
mother, Rachel Wright, was born in 1816, 
and came from Indiana to Van Buren 
county, Iowa, in 1840, and is still living at 
Keosauqua. The Baldwins are direct de­
scendants of John Baldwin, a leader in the 
New Haven colony, which came from Eng­
land in 1638. He settled at Milford, Conn. 
Members of the family did good service in 
the revolution, and among many well­
known descendants are Abraham Baldwin, 
a signer of the Declaration of Independence 
from Georgia, Judge Nathaniel Baldwin, a 

' distinguished jurist of Connecticut, and 
Hon. John W. Daniel, now United States 

(7\Senator· from Georgia. The members of 
\._pis ~other's family,. the Wri~h~s, have oc­

- cup1ed many promment pos1tlons. Hon. 
Joseph A. Wright, Mrs. Baldwin's brother, 
was governor of Indiana, United States 

senator, and twice appointed embassador 
to Germany, where he died at his post 
in Berlin. Another brother, Ron. George 
G. Wright, was for many years chief jus­
tice of the supreme court of Iowa, and also 
United States senator. 

Hon. W. W. Baldwin was born Septem­
ber 2R, 1K45, at Keosauqua, Van Buren 
county. He attended the public schoolsof 
that city, and in 1860 and 1861 was a stu­
dent at Lane's academy, founded by Rev. 
Daniel Lane, one of the celebrated Andover 
Band of Congregational ministers. He 
entered the State university in 1862 from 
Keosauqua and graduated in 1866. He 

helped to found the Zete~athean society, 
and belonged to the Beta Theta Pi frater­
nity. He was an active debater, and was 
thoroughly identified with the life of the 
university. Upon leaving college, be en­
tered the Iowa Law school, then located in 
Des Moines, and afterwards established as 
the law department of the State university. 
He graduated from the law school in 1867, 
delivering the salutatory address of the 
class. While a law student he earned con­
siderable money copying for the printer 
the opinions of the supreme court, and, 
upon graduating, had a capital of $75, 
after paying all bills. He then entered the 
office of J. C. and B. J. Hall at Burlington 
as a clerk and office boy, and, at the end of 
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and there remained until he reached the age of twenty years. 
came to th~ new world, settling in Salem, Wisconsin, where he remained for 
three years, and in 1855 he removed to Iowa, taking up his abode in Mitchell . 
.During the succeeding winter he engaged in cutting wood for H. ~· Stacy, of 
Stacyville, and in the meantime he entered a claim on section 25, Union township. 
He took up his abode upon the property in the spring of 1856 and there resided · 
until his death. He first purchased one hundred and sixty acres of land, for which 
he paid five dollars per acre. · Later· he added eighty acres to his farm and his 
persistent energy and indefatigable industry enabled him to convert his land from 

. a tract of wild prairie into richly productive fields, from which he annually· 
gathered good harvests. He was a representative farmer of the county, pro-. 
gressive in all that he did, and his labors were fraught with good results. -

On the 7th of March, 1861, Mr. Reynolds was united in marriage to Miss 
Vashti M. Robbison of Delhi, Pennsylvania, who w~s born September 18, 183.3, 
and died· on the 26th of October, 1891. Mr. and Mrs. Reynolds became the 
parents of seven c~ildren: Joseph and Mary, both of whom died in infancy; Alma,. 
now the wife of W. F. Brown, of Florida; Ed J. and Lawrence, both of whom 
are engaged in farming; Mary J., who on the Ist of October, 1913, /married 
Hugh Stuckey and is residing on the home place; and William E., of Buhl, 
Idaho. . 

In his political views Mr. Reynolds -~as a· republican but while he kept 
informed on the questions and issues of the day he did not' seek office, not caring 
to figure in any public connection. He was a charter member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church of Stacyville,· in which he served as a trustee and steward, 
ta~ing a most active and helpful part in the church work. Mr. Reynolds secured 
the first claim in Union township apd as an honored pioneer settler was closely 
identified with the development and· progress of -the. county from that time until 
his death. He witnessed jts entire growth and development and bore his full 
share in the task of promoting public progress. His was a useful and well 
spent life and all who knew him entertained for him warm regard by reason of 
his sterling worth. 

R. T. ST. JOHN. 

R. T. St. John has long figured prominently in connection with public affairs 
in Iowa and throughout his entire career has manifested the same spirit of fidelity 

· and loyalty which prompted his enlistment when but sixteen years of age for 
active service in the Civil war. He makes his home in Riceville but is widely 
known throughout the state and his sterling traits of character and effective 
service for public good have won him a high place in the regard of his fellow 
citizens. He was born July 14, 1846, in Elizabeth, Jo Davies's county, Illinois, a 
son of John and Nancy (Foster) St. John. His father was a native of East St. 
Louis, Illinois, where his birth occurred June 4, 1815, three years before the 
admission of Illinois into the Union. He served as a soldier in the Black Hawk 
war of 1832 and thus aided in freeing the states from the Indians, who so 
strongly resented the encroachment of the white race upon their hunting grounds. 
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· took up government land at Freeport, Illinois, and afterward worked in the 
mines of Galena, that state. In the year 186o he removed to .Riceville, Iowa, 
purchased land in the center of Jenkins township, where he carried on farm­
until he retired from active business life and established his home in Rice-. 

there spending his remaining days in the enjoyment of well earned rest, his 
occurring March 23, 1904, when he was in the eighty-ninth year of his age. 

was an enthusiastic worker in the Methodist Episcopal church and throughout 
greater part of his life served as one of its deacons. In an early day ht> 

the office of justice of the peace and was an earnest advocate of all those 
: .. .1r•t,,·,c:::~" and movements which promised to promote the welfare and advance the 

of his community. His father was John A. St. John, a representative 
a family that has figured prominently in connection with the military history 
France: The mother of R. T. St. Tohn bore the maiderr name of Nancv Foster 

was born in Irado, North Carolin~, October 10, 1817, and was a repre;entative 
one of the old alJd distinguished families of Virginia. She was four years of 

when her parents removed to Nashville, Tennessee, and in 1828 the family 
was established at Freeport, Illinois, where she formed the acquaintance 

.John St. John, who sought her hand in marriage, the wedding ceremony being 
...... ~"'""'"'n in Springfield, Illinois, March 22, 1836. She, too, reached a ripe old 

passing away O.ecember 4, 189r. They were the parents of nine cqildren: 
J., who became the wife of Charles Morse, of Morrisville, Illinois, and is 

now deceased_; Luvina, the' wife of George Terrill, of Riceville, Iowa; Charlotte, 
wife of R. M. Lyon, of Stockton, Illinois, also deceased; R. T., of this review; 

who became Mrs. S. E. Cl"t!Q:l and has passed away; John A., who lived 
Douglas township, Mitcheil county, Iowa, but has also departed this life; and 

others deceased. 
R. T. St. John was educated in the common schools of Illinois and earned his 

dollar in picking over waste in the Galena/ lead mines. After coming to · 
with his parents from lv,[orrisville, Illinois,. he continued his education· as a 

sruae11t in the Cedar Valley Seminary and in the Osage high school. Later . he 
en~~~ea in farming in Mitchell county but left his first farm in 1879 and in 1881 
uc~.ClUI<O proprietor of a hotel at Riceville on the stage lirie. His fellow townsmen, 

his worth and ability, desired his service ip public office and in 1882 
was elected sheriff of Mitchell county, in which position he was continued by 

cc•'"''-L.,vu for five terms, making a most excellent record in office through the 
n.-nn-u'\t and fearless manner in which lie ever discharged his duties, his name 
be<:onmn.~ a synonym for safety among all law-abiding citizens, while it created a 
feeling of terror among those who do not hold themselves amenable to law. In 

he was elected president of the Iowa Sheriffs' Association. Industry has 
··"'·•x:. '"'",.r been numbered among his ·marked characteristics. This/was manifest when 

he was only sixteen years of age in his enlistment for service. in the Civil war 
and moral as well as physical courage 'is one of his notable traits. He has never 
feared to stand loyally by whatever he has believed to be right and his position 

,, upon any vital question is never an equivocal one. He was elected to the twenty­
. fifth and twenty-sixth general assemblies of Iowa anq also sewed during the 

'special sessions of the legislature. He was appointed to various i'mportant com­
.mittees and was chairman of the committee on agriculture: He was prominent in 
the work of recodifying the laws and served on the committees on taxation and 

... \ 
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compensation of'public officers and he was reelected by acclamation, the public 
thus giving indication of its endorsement of his service. ' 

Mr. St. John has had much to do with public progress and improvement. He 
was elected state superintendent of the Agricultural Association and served for 
nine years, during which time he did most effective work in raising the standards 
of farming; in disseminating knowledge concerning scientific and improved meth­
ods and in otherwise aiding the labors of the tiller of the soil. He has served 
during the pasf five years on the state department of fish and game preserves 
and he was a member of the staff of Governor Harding. He is still a very active 
'factor in business circles, being vice president and ohe of the directors of th~ 
First National Bank of Ri~eville, a stockholder and a dire(:tor of the Western Life. 
Insurance Company of Des Moines and a well known 'dealer in real estate in 
Riceville, where he has owned and handled much property. ·He has also dealt 
largely in Iowa City property and helped to rebuild that district after the great 
fire. 

On the 4th of November, 1866, Mr. St. John was united i~ marriage, to Miss 
Addie E. Sayles, of Libertyville, Lake county, Illinois, a daughter of D. P. 
Sayles, one of the pioneer farmers of Mitchell county, who after his retirement 
took up his abode in Riceville, whe~e he filled the office of mayor. Mr. and 
Mrs. St. John have become the parents of three children: Earl R., who is cashier 
of the Riceville Bank; Harry D., who is secretary of the Western Life Insurance 
Company of Des Moines; and May, who died in infancy. 

Mr. St. John is a Mason of high rank, ha~held the highest offices in the local 
organization of Odd Fellows and is connected witb the Knights of Pythias. He 
i<; also a valued member of the Grand Army of the Republic and has held office 
in Frank Brush Post of_ Osage, of which he has been commander. He has also 
served as department commander of Iowa. He proudly- wears the little bronze 
button that proclaim~ him one of the veterans of the Civil war and there are now 
few men of his age who are entitled so to do by reason of active service at the 
front. This was an initial expression of the loyalty which Mr. St. John has ever 
displayed toward city, commonwealth and country and there is today no more 
valued or honored resident of Mitchell county than he. 

JAMES H. HUBER. 

The great agricultural state of Iowa furnishes splendid opportunities to all who 
seek to become active in farming or any of its kindred industries. The broad 
prairies of the state have been developed into productive fields· and Iowa not only 
leads the country as the largest corn producing state of the Union but is also well 
known by reason of the fertility of the soil in relation to other crop production. 
J atnes H. Huber is well known in connection with the gTa.in trade as proprietor 
of the elevator at Meltonville, Iowa. 

He was born in Pike township, Bradford county, Pennsylvania, March 16, 
1865, a son of Samuel and Susan Annetta (Bosworth) Huber. The father was 
born in Horsehead, New York, while ·the mother's birth occurred in the same 
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1836-1897· Information available for an individual will vary according to the census year and the 
information requested on the census form. Some of the information contained in this database 
though includes: name, age, gender, race, birthplace, 
Learn more ... 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.
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') You searched for Robert T. St. John in Iowa 
I 

1910 United States Federal Census 

Age in 1910: 65 

Estimated birth abt1845 
year: 

Birthplace: Illinois 

Relation to Head Head 

of House: 

Father's Birth illinois 

Place: 

Mother's Birth Virginia 

Place: 

Spouse's name: AddieE 

Home in 1910: Jenkins, Mitchell, Iowa 

Marital Status: Married 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

Neighbors: 

Household Name Age 
Members: Robert T StJohn 65 

Addie ESt John 59 

Moran S Sayles 78 

Source Citation: Year: 1910; Census Place: Jenkins, Mitchell, Iowa; Roll T624_414; Page: 2B; 
Enumeration District: 135; Image: 6. 

Ancestry.com. 1910 United States Federal Census [database on-Hne]. Provo, 
UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2006. 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.
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You searched for Robert T. St. John in Iowa 

Contact Us: 1-SOQ-ANCESTRY 

© 1997-2010 Ancestry .com 

Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 

Name: Robert T StJohn 

Birth Year: abt1847 

Birth Place: Dlinois 

Gender: Male 

Race: White 

Marital Status: Married 

Census Date: 1915 

Residence State: Iowa 

Residence County: Mitchell 

Locality: Riceville 

Mother's North Carolina 
Birthplace: 

Father's Dlinois 

Birthplace: 

Roll: IA1915-345 

Line: 554 

Neighbors: 

Household Name 

Members: 

Source Infonnation: 
Ancestry. com. lowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 [database on-Jine]. Provo, UT, USA: 
Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2007. 
Original data: Microfilm of Iowa State Censuses, 1856, 1885, 1895, 1905. 1915, 1925 as well 
vruious special censuses from 1836-1897 obtained from the State Historical Societyoflowa via 
Heritage Quest. 

Description: 
This database contains fowa state censuses for the following years: 1856, 1885, 1895, 1905, 1915, 
and 1925. It also includes some head of household censuses and other special censuses from 
1836-1897· Information available for an individual will vary according to the census year and the 
information requested on the census form. Some of the information contained in this database 
though includes: name, age, gender, race, birthplace, marital status~ and place of enumeration. 
Learnmo~ 
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0 

1930 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

~ancestry ''''l"~'' """'Z7' > ,,, \._} '~ 1 

You searched for Robert T. St. John in Iowa 
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1930 United States Federal Census 

Name: Robert T StJohn 

Home in 1930: Jenkins, Mitchell, Iowa 
View Map 

Age: 83 

Estimated birth abt1847 
year: 

Birthplace: lllinois 

Relation to Head Head 

of House: 

Spouse's name: AddieE 

Race: White 

Occupation: 
Education: 

Military service: View image 
Rent/home value: 

~eat.first amage: 
. P.a/ilints' b1rtfip ace: 

Neighbors: 

Household Name 
Members: Robert T StJohn 

Source Citation: Year: 1930; Cenws Place: Jenkz'ns, Mitchell, lowa; Roll 669; Page: 1A; 
Enumeration District: s; Image: 520.0. 

Ancestry.com. 1930 United States Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo, 
UT, USA: Ancestry.corn Operations Inc, 2002. 

Original data: United States of America, Bureau of the Census. Fifteenth Census of the United 
States~ 1930. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration~ 1930. T626, 
2t667 roHs. 

Description: 
Containing records for approximately 123 million Americans, the 1930 United States Federal 
Census is the largest census released to date and is the most recent census available for public 
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