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owes much of its stability and high standing to the fine ex~cutive ability 
and unquestioned integrity of ::-.rajor Sherman. In 1866, ::-.Iajor Sherman 
was a membf"r of the Hou,;e of the ElcYenth G0neral _\,;sembly where he 
was chairman of the connnitt<·e on railroads and a m~1nher of the com­
mittee of ways and means. 1n l SSG he wa s one of the founders of the 
Pioneer Lawmakers' Association and has always been une of its most 
influential members, sen·ing as president and long a mem ber of the execu­
tive committee. He ha s contributed nlluable historiea l articles to the 
.1.nnals of Iou·a on "Early Banking in 1owa," and on the '·State Bank of 
Iowa ." For many years he was the executiYe oflleer of the Associated 
Charities of Des :Moines . 

• JOH~ C. SHER\VT~ was born at Berlin, Erie County, Ohio, February 
6, 1851. His early education was a~.:quired in the public ~chools and later 
he attended Ripon and Beloit colleges in \Yis cothin. :\fter leaYing college 
he entered the Madison Law Sehool from whic·h he graduated in 1875. 
He removed to ::\I a son City. Io\\·a, in I Si'G, where he entered upon the 
practice of his profession. He was mayor of that city in 1884-5, and the 
latter year was elected District Attorney of the Twelfth Judicial District. 
In September, 1888, he was appointed by the Governor to fill a vacancy aa 
judge of the District Court and was continuously reelected, serving until 
1900 when he became a judge> of the Supreme Court. haYing been elected 
on the Republican ticket. 

JXYIES H . SHIELDS was born near Bowling Green, :Vlissouri, May 
8, 18-L!, and soon after his parents removed to Dubuque, Iowa, where his 
early education was acquired. He was sent to -Gnion College, New York, 
where he graduated in the class of 1862. Returning to Dubuque he studied 
law, was admitted to the bar and followed that profession for thirty-nine 
years. He was elected on the Democratic tic-ket District Attorney for the 
Ninth Judicial District in 1883, serving four years. In 1889 he was 
elected to the State Senate, serving in the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth 
General Assemblies. He was a dt'legate at large and chairman of the 
Iowa delegation to the Democratic National Convention at Chicago in 1892. 
He has been for some time president of the Dubuque Business Men's League, 
an organization composed of jobbers, manufacturers, real estate owners and 
capitalists of Dubuque. 

JOHN G. SHIELDS was born on the 22d of May, 1811, in Grayson 
County, Kentucky. He was one of the earliest settlers in the "Black 
Hawk Purchase," long before it was organized into Iowa Territory. In 
1835 he went to the Dubuque lead mines and established a store which for 
more than twenty years furnished goods for the early settlers in the lumber 
regions of \Visconsin and :Minnesota_ He was several terms alderman of 
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For many years a member of the Iowa Bar; member of its House 
of Representatives, 1863-1864; member of its Senate, 1865-1866; Re­
porter of its Supreme Court, 1867-1875; author of Complete Digest 
,fits Decisions from the earliest Territorial period to the 56th Iowa 
~eports. 

"In old age alone we are masters of a treasure of which we cannot be 
eprived, the only treasure we can call our own. The pleasures of memory 

and the retrospect of the varied images which in an active life have floated 
before the mind, compensate, and more than compensate, for the alternate 
pleasures and cares of active life."-SIR ARCHIBALD ALLISON. 

"Personal anecdotes, when characteristic, greatly enliven the pages of 
a biography."-SAMUEL SMILES. 

DES MOINES 
THE HOMESTEAD PUBLISHING CO. 

1916 
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fessional and judicial life was without a blemish, and as a citizen he was held in 
the highest esteem. Mr. Poor died in Dubuque in 1903, at the age of eighty-five. 

Upon its occurrence, a meeting of the Dubuque Bar Association was called, and a 
committee appointed to draft appropriate resolutions, consisting of judge ]. B. 

Powers, judge D. ]. Lenehan, and P . ]. Nelson . The resolutions were by the 

Court, ordered to be spread upon its records, and beautiful tributes were paid to 

the deceased by Mr. Graham and several other members of the bar. 

Samuel M . Pollocle, I knew more intimately that I knew judge Poor. Once 
seen, he would hardly be forgotten . He was a pronounced brunette, with hair, 
eyes and brows as black as night. When I knew him he wore his hair somewhat 
long, and with his dark complexion and smoothly shaven face might well have 
passed for an Indian chief of the highest order if he had been attired in appropriate 
toga. In short, he was a man of striking and handsome appearance, medium in 

height and strongly built. He was a refined and educated gentleman, an able 
lawyer, an heroic soldier. 

He was born in Ohio in 1829. His legal as well as his academic education 
was thorough . He came to Dubuque and engaged in the practice in 1855, and 
achieved di stinction in his profession in a comparatively short time. In 1859 he 
was elected judge of the City Court. which had concurrent jurisdiction in civil 
cases with the District Court. He subsequently resigned this position and resumed 
the practice, which he pursued with diligence and success, until the breaking out 

of the rebellion. In 1862 he was commissioned Lieutenant Colonel of the Sixth 
Iowa Cavalry. of which David S . Wilson was Colonel. The regiment was mostly 
engaged on the frontier with the Indians, and Colonel Pollock participated in sev­
eral severe conflicts with the savages. Upon the resignation of Colonel Wilson, 
he was promoted to the Colonelcy of the regiment, and subsequently breveted a 

Brigadier General for gallant services. He served until the close of the war, and 
when his regiment was mustered out of service in 1 865, he returned to resume the 
practice in Dubuque. He and j. H. Shields formed a partnership, under the firm 
name of Pollock & Shields, and built up a large and lucrative practice. This part­

nership continued until 1879. He was for a time associated with H . T. McNulty . 
In the nineties he removed to the State of Washington , and settled m Tacoma, 

where he died a few years afterward . 

James H. Shields was the son of General John G . Shields, one of the early 
and di stinguished settl ers of Dubuque, of whom I shall take occasion briefly to 
speak . The grandfather of j ames H . Shields was james Shields, who was one 

of the earliest settlers of Kentucky, a companion of Daniel Boone, and a partici­
pant in many of the fi erce struggles between the whites and Indians, which charac­
terized the early history of the " dark and bloody" ground . .Y. james' father, 

* Hi;;tor y or Dubuqu e, l;>; \ 11 . [1age :,; ( ~. 
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John G. ::ihields, 11·hen l>ut six year ,; of age, came ,,·ith his father' s family, ::da1es 

and hou se hold elfects to the territory of Mi ssouri, and set tled upon a large farm 

near Bowling Green , in Pike County. In th e fall of 1828, wl1Pn he was but seven­

teen years of age, he, 11·ith a compamon, se t out for the Galena Lead Mine:;, which 

were then b~coming ( amous. The spirit of adventure ,,·as now arou sed in him . 

At that time the stock and farm product s of Mi s:-ouri found a market on the lower 

Mississ ippi a t Nt'11· Orleans, and it 11·a;; th e cmtom for the larger farmers to build 

each year a flat boat and load it 11·ith the accumulated stock and produce of the 

year and float it to the Ne11· Orleam ma1·ket . The nearest neighbors of the Shields 

family in Missouri were the Emerson s, th e head of which ,,·as Edward Emerson, 

who had rem oved there from the Shenandoah Valley, Virginia. about the time the 

Shieldses did . In 1830 youn g john Shields and john H. Emerson started with t11·o 

boats lashed together and loaded 11·ith prod ucts for the New Orle~ns market, and 

th us commenced the partnership of Emeroon & Shie lds, afterward lon g and ,,·eJI 

known in the Dubuque lead region and througho ut northern Iowa and th e lumber 

region s of \Visconsin and Minneso ta. It engaged 111 a general mercantile business, 

dealing in lumber and pork packing. General Shields and ] esse P . Farley w ere 

the pioneers in steamboating, and placed many boats on the Missis, ippl RiH·r . l--Ie 

was one of the most usefu l men of early Io11·a. He was appointed Major G eneral 

of the State Militia, to resist th e Indian raids. He sened four years in the S tate 

Senate. when the Dubuque District compri sed the thirteen northea;tern countie> of 

the State. Among hi s compeers in th at body were ) ames M . LO\e, J a rnt s W. 

Crimes, \Villi a m C. Stell ar t. and Shepherd Leff ler. H e II'On the respect and con­

fidence of all 11·ho kne11· him. H e died ,,·hen he h:~d scarce ly reached his prime, 
at the age of f orty-fi1 e, in I 85 6. 

His son, James H . S hield s, 11·as born in Pike County, Mi sso uri , in 1842 , and 

came to Dubuque in infancy ll'ith his parents. He was highly educated, haYing 

received a t11·o years' course in Alfred l ;nivers ity, at Allegany, ~..Jew Y ork, and 

afterll'ard graduating from Union College, Schenectady, 1n 1862 . The foll owing 

year he was admitted to the bar and entered upon the prar.tice, and during the same 

year 1\'as elected City Attorney and held that office for two years. Some years 

afterward he 11·as again elec ted to that office, and held it for three years. In 1867 
he entered Into a pa r tnership ,,·ith ] udge Winslo\1· T. Barker, an associa tion which 

contin ued until the latter was elected Circuit judge. He was af terward a partner 

,,·ith _f udge Samuel M. Pollock, as staled in the precedin g ske tch . After the disso­

lution of this firm, which lasted eight years, he continued in the practice alone. H e 

\\'as a close studen t, a ll'ell-read . able !all'yer. an d as a man and citilen. he en­

joyed the public esteem in a high degree. He se n ed in a number of offices of 

public trust and in each and all with marked efficiency. In 1882 he was elected, 

withou t opposition, District Attorney for the Ninth D istrict, composed of the Coun­

ties of Blackhawk. Buchanan , Dela11·are, Dubuq ue, Grundy , and ser ved fo ur 
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years in this office. In 1889 he was elected to the State Senate, and served in the 
Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth General Assemblies . He was a Democrat in 
politics, and one of the most influential leaders of his party . In 1892 he was 
chosen a delegate to the Democratic National Convention at Chicago, and made 
Chairman of the Iowa D elegation. In the same year he was the nominee of his 
party for Congress, but was defeated by Colonel Henderson. In the later years 

of his life he devoted himself largely to business interests. 

Myron H. Beach commenced practice in Dubuque, in 1856. He was born 
in Seneca County, New York, in 1828. He was highly educated, a graduate of 
Hamilton College. Soon after his arrival in Dubuque he entered into partnership 
with Lincoln Clark, whose term as Representative in Congress had recently expired. 
When Judge Clark removed to Chicago, George Grey-a Scotchman, and a writer 
on the Signal of Edinburg-was admitted to the firm , and subsequently L. C. Hurd 
became his partner. During the seventies Mr. Beach removed to Chicago and en­
joyed a lucrati:ve practice, and became a recognized authority on Insurance Law. 
In the winter of 191 0 he suffered a severe attack of illness. He did not afterward 
return to the practice, and I am told by William Graham that he is now (May, 
1 91 3) living with his son at San Antonio, Texas, and though in his eighty-fifth 
year, is alert and sound of mind , but feeble in body. His Alma Mater conferred 
on him the degree of Doctor of Laws some years ago. He was a soldier during 
the war and was commissioned Lieutenant of Company A , F arty-fourth Iowa 
Infantry. He served for a number of years as a member of the Board of Educa­

tion of Dubuque. 

john D. ] cnnings was one of the young lawyers attracted to Dubuque in the 
"Fifties." Among his compeers were John S. Coval, William C. Friend, Fred 
Gottschalk , Henry S. Jennings and Henry S. Munson. Covel was for a time 
associated with General John Hodgson, but died in the early "Sixties." Friend 
and HenryS. Jennings (who I think was a brother of John D .) came from Pitts­
burg, and were for a time partners-first in the firm of Wiltse, Friend & Jennings, 
and after that in the firm of Vandever, Friend & Jennings. When Vandever went 
into the army, Friend returned to Pittsburg, and practiced law there until his death, 
while Jennings, after a brief partnership with Eugene Cowles, who came from 
Jackson County , also returned to Pennsylvania. Munson removed to Chicago about 
the time of the commencement of the Civil War, where he secured a lucrative prac­
tice. Fred Gottschalk was a German, and commanded the first company of Iowa 
troops that went to the front-a company almost exclusively of Germans . After 

the war he removed to St. Louis and engaged in practice there. 

John D . Jennings, of whom I come now to speak further, figured largely, as 
well as usefully, in the early history of the State. He was born in Pittsburg, Penn­
sylvania, in 1824, and came to Dubuque in 1851, and entered upon the practice 
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f . 1997-2010 Ancesuy.com 

1850 United States Federal Census 

Name: James H Shields 

Age: 10 

Estimated birth abt 1840 

year: 

Birth Place: Missouri 

~nder: Male 

Home in 1850 District 7, Dubuque, Iowa 

(Cit:y,County ,State): 

Family Number: 1694 

Household 

Members: 
Name 

.James Shields 

Ellenor Shields 

John G Shields 

Elizabeth Shields 

Mary Shields 

Thomas Shields 

JarnesH Shields 

Helen V Shields 

John H Emerson 

Margaret 0 Donne! 

Joseph Wensel 

Source Citation: 'Year: 1850; Census Place: District 7. Dubuque. lowa; Roll JJ--132 183: 
Page: 1108: Image: 618. 
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the names of thos(' listed on tbr population schNiule arf' linked to actual images of the 1850 
redt>ral Census. Learn more .. . 
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Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 

Name: James H Shields 

Birth Year: abt 1841 

Birth Place: Missouri 

Gender: Male 

Census Date: 1856 

Residence State: Iowa 

Residence County: Dubuque 

Locality: Julien 

Roll: IA_54 

Line: 20 

Family Number: 1897 

Neighbors: View others on page 

Household Name Age 
Members: 

Source Informatiom 

John G Shields 

Ell ear Shields 

Charles '[Shields 

James H Shields 

Ellep V Shields 

Ancestry.com./owa State Censvs Collection. 1836·192.5 {dat<!base on-lint']. Pr0\'0, t.:T. USA: 
Anct>stry.com Opt>rations Inc, 2007. 
Originf'll data: ~ficrofilm of Iowa State Censuses. 1856. t88s. t89s. 1905, 1915. 1925 a~ well 
various spt•dal censuses frorn t836-1897 oblainrd from the State Historical Socil?l} of lm\a \ia 
Heritagt• Quesl. 

Description: 
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infomlation rt>quested on the census form. Some of the information containrd in this database 
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Learn more ... 
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1860 United States Federal Census 

Name: James H Shields 

Age in 11l6o: 20 

Birth Year: abt 1840 

Birthplace: Missouri 

Home in 11l6o: Dubuque, Dubuque, Iowa 

Gender: Male 

Post Office: Dubuque 

Value of real View image 

estate: 

Household Name 

Members: Chas T Shields 

Elleanor Shields 

James H Shields 

Ellen V Shields 

Thos FGilliam 

Elizabeth Gilliam 

William Gilliam 

MayVGilliam 

Source Citation: Year: 186o: Census Pl~ce: Dubuque, {)ubuque. Iowa: Roll .\.1653 320: 
Page: q6; lmagr: 505; Family History Librar~· Film: 803320. 
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