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HISTORY OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY. 587

George W. C., Emily A., Sarah J., Charlotte H., and by the second wife,
Anna and Henry.

SPEARS, SAMUEL, farmer, P. O. Red Oak; section 9; is the pos-
sessor of one hundred and sixty acres of land in a high state of cultiva-
tion, with a young orchard of eighty trees. Was born in Henderson
county, Illinois, August 22, 1851, and grew to manhood in that county.
He moved to Montgomery county in March, 1880. Was married, Novem-
ber, 1877, to Harriet F. Baird of Henderson county, Illinois.  She was
born August, 1854, in Perry county, Ohio. They have one child, Clara
J- He and his wife are both members of the U. P. Church of Red Oak.
Mr. Spears is of Scotch descent; his grandfather came from Scotland and
seitled near Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. Mr. Spear’s father was born in Penn-
sylvania, in 1811, and died at the age of sixty-two years. Mr. Spears is

abreeder and raiser of fine horses; has some fine brood mares of the
)b and Clydesdale stock. He also has one fine mare noted for her
uyccd, and a colt that won the ribbons at the colt show of the county.
He also makes a specialty of Poland-China hogs. Mr. Spears keeps no
stock except the very best, and he stands to-day one of the best stock-
risers in Montgomery county. His farm is located 2% miles south of
Red Oak.

WILLIAMS, JAMES W, P. O. Red Oak; born in Saint Louis, Mo.,
April 4th, 1831; removed from Saint Louis in 1844 with his parents to
Wisconsin; from Wisconsin he moved to Clinton county, Towa, in 1851,
and in 1871 came to Montgomery county, engaged in farming, and in
October in 1880, took charge of the poor farm, and will continue until
'1882. The county bought the farm in 1876, Mr. Williams was married
M 1857 to Mary J. Dickey; she was born in 1832. They have seven chil-
dren, al} living: Robert L., Harry B., Katie, William, Lyda A., Maud E.,
and Eddie. Mr, Williams is a member of the order of Odd Fellows of

ed Oak ; enlisted in the army in 1862, served three vears, was Forage

aster; was mustered out June, 1863, -

) WEIDMAN, THODMAS, lives on section 20, P. O. Red Oak; owns
N0 acres of land, all fenced and utilized for farming purposes; was born
n Warren county, New York, August 30th, 1838, and came to lowa
hmm Luzerne county, Pennsylvania in fall of 1356, and took the first
tOOEeStead ever take-n%%ﬂ%gemerycounty. Was married July 4th, 1861,
etsy Chenoweth, of Montgomery county. Theyhave nine living chil-
Crl:kand one dead: Eva P., Alice Y., Gertrude, Richard, Eddie, Frank,
| i’/ﬁ%vJOSeph and Philip H,one dead, Leah. Mr. Weidman first located
Y ;?mont county, but being unfortunate there, came to Montgomery
:;1:?7 and took a homestcad, planting his orchard the first year: he has
argely in fruit trees all through this section of country. Mr. and

rs : .
d m 1 1. £ L. AL 1 h] | AN 1 1 1
WP‘A...RH are but}l mempers—or—thoe—Yethodrst LprscoparcrmrcIr.
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Mr. W. is also a member of the order of Odd Fellows of Red
a radical republican in politics.
WICKERSIIAM, CALEB E., farmer, P,,WQﬁermﬁg.;w,WaS Do -
Henry county, Indiana, August 27, 1834, and lived there unti] Or{; "
twenty-six vears of age: moved to Clarke county, Iowa, in 1860 ?Put
there until the spring of =77, when he moved ™o Montgomery > vin
B ~ Jowa. Mr. Wickersham’s father was a North Carolinian; wag bon
January s, 1504, and died July 26, 1875, at the age of seventy-foy, ,e:fn
five months and twenty-cight days.  Mr. Wickersham was married) q(eISﬁ
tember 5, 1558, to Miss E. B. Stanley, of Henry county, Indiana, 'I:h .
have six children living: Edgar L., Orin F., Leborn S, Hora N
. . 5 < o ce B’le\larv
A. and Louisa. One dead: Loudora A. Mr. Wickersham ang family
are members of the Friends or Quaker Church. Edgar E. has attendeq
the Penn College, of Oskaloosa, lowa, and has made a good record; hig
grades are—deportment, one hundred, and his average in all othey
branc»hes being over ninety-three per cent. Mr. Wickersham and his
son, Edgar E., are engaged in butchering, at Coburg, Iowa, and are
doing a thriving business.

WOOD, T. ], farmer, section 7, P. O. Red Oak; was born in Edmon-
son county, Kentucky, April 9, 1545 there grew to manhood, and at the
age of twenty-eight moved to Montgomery county, Iowa, in the spring
of 1875. Has followed farming all his life. e enlisted in the army in
1863, in company H, Seventcenth Kentucky mounted infantry; served
but a short time, as he was not an able-bodied man. Mr. Wood was
married in Edmonson county, Kentucky, in 1863, to Mary E. Raymer, of
that county. They have six children living: Philip H., Willis M., Viola,
Siotha, James A., Mary H., and one dead. Mr. Wood’s father (Harvey
Wood) was born in Jackson county, Tennessee, in the year 1818; there
were ten in the family: T. J., C. M., Elizabeth, R. B., Emily, Jane, S. C,,
C. A, and two dead: John W. and Mary A.

WHITE, SHEM, lives on section 27, P. O. Red Oak. Mr. White is a
native of Indiana county, Pennsylvania, and was born May 20, 1321.
Made a trip west in 1849, with the intention of going to California, stop-
ping at St. Louis and there engaged in wood boating, then in the fall
returned home and followed lumbering on the Susquehanna river. June
183, 1850, he was married to Miss Parcilla White, of Perry county, Penn-
sylvania. She was born November 8, 1829, They are the parents of
five children: Henry E., born August 8, 1851, died May 5, 1856, Mary
E., born October 13, 1853, James C., born March 6, 1857, died September
416, 1865, William N., born November 28, 1859, Lewis ‘W., born Febl‘ll_ar."
12, 1863. Mr. White enlisted in company F, Two Hundred and Sixth
Pennsylvania volunteer infantry, August 26, 1864, and served until June
26, 1865. Was mustered out at Richmond, and arrived at home July 2,

ak: also

County,
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nent lawyer, a successful business man and a useful citizen.

160 ANNALS OF IOWA

Danmrr. Hamerox Bowex was born in Green County, Wisconsin,
September G, 1850, and died at Waukon, lowa, August 27, 1921. He
was the son of Jared Ingersoll and Lacy Ann Bowen. He grew to
manhood on his father's farm and attended common school. He then
spent three years in the office of Dr. Russell Broughton, of Broadhcad,
Wisconsin, following that by entering Rush Medical College, and was
graduated from it in 1876 with the degree of M. D. Soon thercafter
he located at Rossville, Allamakee County, Iowa, for the practice of
medicine. In 1880 he removed to Waukon and formed a partnership
with Dr. J. B. Mattoon. He scrved as president of the Alumni Asso-
ciation of Rush Medical College, as president of the Allamakee County
Medical Society, as a member of the Waukon City Council, as mayor
of Waukon, and as a member of the Waukon Board of Fducation. In
1878 he was elected coroner of Allamakee County and served two terms.
In 1895 he was elected representative and was re-elected in 1897 and
1899, scrving in the Twenty-sixth, Twenty-sixth extra, Twenty-seventh
and Twenty-cighth general assemblies. Ile was speaker of the House
in the Twenty-eighth, having been chosen over Willard I.. Eaton by a
vote of 43 to 38 in a notable contest in which the re-election of -Senator
John 1I. Gear was contested by Albert B. Cummins, Dr. Bowen being
identified with Gear's fricnds. Dr. Bowen was deservedly popular as
a physician and as a public man.

Treobore Borivar Perry was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, April 1, 1832,
and died at Albia, Iowa, May 14, 1921, He came with his parents,
Lewis Franklin and Margaret Nixon Perry, on their removal to Burling-
ton, Towa, in 1850. In the following few years he taught school in
Wapello, Polk, Warren, Madison and Monroe counties. He made his
home in Albia from May 1+, 1853. He studied law with Judge John
5. Townsend, with whom he was later associated as a partner. He
was admitted to the bar in 183+ In 1858 he was elected a member of
the Towa Board of Education and served for four years. In 1891 he
was elected senator and served in the Twenty-fourth and Twenty-fifth
general asscmblics, and proved to be a useful legislator. Ie was a Demo-
crat in politics and an acknowledged leader of his party, was a promi-

Toymas Wemyxax was born at Columbia, New Je‘rsc;"v', August 30,
1838, and dicd at Red Oak, Towa, July 3, 1921, With his parents’ fam-
ily he removed to Waverly, Pennsylvania, in 1851 and to Fremont

County, Towa, in 1856. He removed to Montgomery County in 1861
He engaged in farming and became an extensive land owner. In 1887
he was clected senator and served in the Twenty-second and Twenty-
third general assemblies.  Later he was for a time special agent of
the government land office in New Mexico, but resigned and returned

Yo Montgomery County.
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BIOGRAPHIOAL HISTORY OF

Huldah Brookins, a native of Berkshire
county, Massachusetts, and a daughter of
of Stephen Brookins, a native of Massa-
chusetts. Stephen Brookins was a soldier in
the Revolutionary war, as was also his wife’s
father, Michael Taylor. The Ensign family
were among the early settlers in Madison
county, New York. Captain Ensign died
there, aged eighty-eight, and his wife, ninety-
six.

In 1856 William and Huldah Ensign re-
moved from Madison county, New York, to
Fond du Lac county, Wisconsin, where they
remained until 1866, when they came to
Adams connty,&Iowa. They reared a family
of five children, four of whom are living.
Here the mother died in 1873, and the
father passed away at the age of seventy-five
years. The latter was a Whig and subse-
quently a Republican; was an earnest Chris-
tian wan, first a Baptist, afterward a Metho-
dist, and at the time of his death a member
of the United Brethren Church. The names
of the children born to them are as foliows:
Polly Noise, of Bates county, Missouri; W.
H., whose name heads this sketch; O. S., of
Douglas township, Adams county; Stephen
B., deceased, and Eunice Jenette Wright, of
Bates county, Missouri.

Stephen B. Ensign was born in Madison
county, New York, and was reared there and
in Wisconsin. He was married in Adams
county, Jowa, to Mrs, Mary E. Erskins, nee
Spargar. She was born and reared in High-
land county, Ohio, daughter of Caleb W., and
Lydia Spargur. Her first husband, Michael
Erskins, died in Highland county, Ohio,
leaving her with one son, M. G. Erskins, who
now resides with W. H. Ensign. Stephen
B. Ensign and wife both died abont the same
time, some twelve years ago, leaving a
daughter, Anna Belle Ensign, who also re-
sides with her uncle, W. H. Ensign.

The subject of our sketch was reared on a
farm in Madison county, New York, where
he was born August 18, 1835. He re- .
ceived his education in the common schools
of his native State, and was twenty years old
when the family moved to Fond du Lac
county, Wisconsin. February 9, 1864, he
enlisted in Company I, Thirty-fifth Wiscon-
sin Infantry, Volunteers; served on the Mis-
sissippi river, wost of the time doing provost . -
and guard duty, and was honorably dis-
charged at Madison, Wisconsin, May 12,
1865. In 1866 he camme to Adams county,
lowa, with his parents and older sister, mak-
ing the journey with teams and camping out
at night. He settled on his present farm in
1870. It was then wild land, and under his
judicious management it has been developed
into a fine farm. The two-story residence is
built on the southern style and is located
somewhat back from the road. Mr. Ensign
has given much attention to stock. He owns
one horse, now twenty-six years old, that he
brought with him from Wisconsin.

A jovial bachelor, honorable and upright
in all his business dealings, and frank and
cordial at all times, Mr. Ensign is a favorite
among his many friends. He is a Repub-
lican and a member of the Meyerhoff Post.

U —SZ R

MON. THOMAS WEIDMAN, present
Q) State Senator, is a son of Phillip
wé Weidman, who was born in North-
hampton county, Pennsylvania, in 1800.
The grandfather was Henry Weidman, also a
native of Pennsylvania; but hi# father, who
was also named Phillip, was a native of Ger-
many and emigrated to America and settled
at Philadelphia long before the war of the
Revolution. 1le was a Quaker and as there
was much disturbance in the colonies, he re-
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moved to Canada, where he settled and died.
The grandfather of our subject did not go
with his father, but settled in Pennsylvania.

The wmother of . Thomas Weidman was
Susanna Rymond, also of an early Pennsyl-
vania family. Iler father was Jacob Ry-
mond, a native of Germany. The father
was the eldest of eight sons and there were
also two daughters; all grew to mature years.
Phillip Weidman was a shoemaker by trade;
he and his wife had six children who grew to
maturity, two sons and four daughters, all
still living.  The father came to Fremont
county, Iowa, in 1857, where he settled on a
farm on whicl he lived until his death in
1862; the mother survived for ten years;
she lived with her son Thomas the last years
of her lite.

Mr. Weidman was born August 30, 1838,
being about nineteen when he came to this
State. . In 1861 he came to this county and
married at that time Miss Betsy Chenoweth,
the daughter of Joseph and Anna (Skidmore)
Chenoweth.  She was born in Ohio. They
have had eleven children, seven sons and four
daughters. The eldest daughter married
Ezra Ruftner and died about three and a half
years after marriage; Frances Alice and Ger-
trude, both married and live in this county;
Richard, Edward, Frank, Clark, Joseph,
Phillip and Le Roy. Our subject has been
engaged in farming in Grant township where
he took a homestead; he has 445 acres in a
body. He was for sixteen years Justice of
the Peace; was a member of the county Board
and was very popular; was elected in the
fall of 1888 to the State Senate by a majority
of 300 against the Ion. W. W. Merritt.
e took a - prowinent part in the organiza-
tion of the Senate, discharged his obliga-
tions to that body and to his constituency
with fidelity ard—ability that was as adwmir-

able as rare; moved to the town of Ied
33

—_—

Oak in May, 1890, where he has a pleasant
home. IHe is a member of the Protestant
Methodist Episcopal church. e has been
a hard worker; has never taken a drop of
liquor nor ever used tobacco; is an upright,
moral man and a citizen of whom any com-
munity might be proud.

i

wAMES T. FIFE, a farmer and stock-
| raiser of cection 24, Jasper township,
was born in Allegheny county, Penn-
sylvania, March 3, 1820, a son of William
Fife, who was a descendant of John Fife, of
Fiteshire, Scotland. John IFife was born in
1721, and removed to county Tyrone, Ireland;
in 1756 he came to Winchester, Virginia,
and in 1766 to Upper St. Clair, Pennsylvania,
where he purchased 1,000 acres of Jand of
the Indians and there he died November 19,
1800, and this land still belongs to his de-
scendants. William Fife, the grandfather of
our subject, a son of John Fife, Jr., was
born in 1761, and died July 25, 1818, and
served as a soldier during the Revolutionary
war, [is wife was Margaret Boyd. The
father of our subject was reared on the old
Fife homestead, and married Mary Thomas,
ot Nodaway township Washington county,
Pennsylvania. The maternal ancestors of our
subject were among the first settlers of Wash-
ington county, and were of Welsh descent.
In 18385 William Fife sold his interest in the
old homestead and removed to Washington
county, Pennsylvania, where he died when

our subject was fourteen years of age, leav-

means.

ject commenced work on a farm at $4 per

ing his widow and twelve children but limited

It became necessary for thos_e,_t_llm:h\v’e_rg_»
able to do anything to go to work; our sub- .

month and never received more-than-$7. In
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