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"NeJ: year!'' 

Pur, :rou see, there was a teller tlla.t was hold.tn• 
ot t.he plac~ . . 

· The omoe rur whlch Jones was Jest a-ptotn'; 
An' the Gover'ment was wu1tln', wttJl apat.ton~ 

O' , 

' Ftrat, 'twas "PICk and. CbOOBC,'' 
'!'hen '~was Hwln or lose;'!. 
1:5o Jones he kept a-waltlD.' 
.Fur a dead mau 's shoes. ... 

He went down to the ~Ul_1;1ge, wh~re the teller 
· has the·Jotr.·· :~ I · 

An' he orrered h1m a bouse an' lot tur dyln'; 
But the tune lt kept a "oln', an' no· crape was 
· on tllo knob, . . . 
An' Jones 8ati 1p the cemetery slghtn'l 

An' to-day you'll find.:... . 
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In Broome l{uhn's best are the best .. 
. Five barbers, no waitin~ at Fatty's. 

John M~ ¥ercer and fal)lHy are at 
the fair. 

Tnose cool straw hats, large assort~ 
ment at H. Ranke's. 
· .ltdttson Smi1th,· llf(e'd S'i'a~t;'-eigbt· t'ea~rs, 

ot JJ·f:n ·vnJe, itJ ~~ad. 
Best work done at the Bryan ·studio, 

3L8! Jefferson ·street. 
E~ Mo01e, the tailor,~ bas remove(l to 

"N·o:· l20~Jtifersou ·stree~-'"'-= 
'l'he North.. End 13 ating aEsoclation 

gave a bfg ehoot ori tbe ]"'ourth. · 
veryooay 

.Bryan f:1tudJo, 318; Jefferson street; 
. Tbe Nottbern Investment company 
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a a.·· modern conTen· Iow,a. people · in . attendance at .the 
Rate& are .'160 , 11 and 
and Mo. each. Send World's Fair encb d'ay. . 

tDE, 61at and Dearborn Dog poisoners. on Nor, th liiU and urlewood deltTery). 
dog thieves on Prospect Hill need the 
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lleadquarters . 
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brushes, carpets, upholstery, bou: 
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JohtL Renner, .711 Jefl'erson.str 
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·Hall 'a Catarrh Cure is taken .. 

nally, actin~ dlrectly upon. _tbe 
Rod mucous surfaces ot tbe.· S) 
Pdce, 75c. per. bottle. Sold~ ·l 
Druggist$. . . . · · .·.' .. 
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· . :. wooti:.Type For ·sate ... 
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:Page. & Co. Wood Type, from,:,~r 
niPR t.o·"fort.v-linA nina in Afv.R. 

:· ~ 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.

() 

Jrrnnic, u..gcu u .vears, "\vcr<.' pu:tying ·wllill 

a gun in Dt•H J\1 oi ncs when it \VBH dis· 
clutt•ged und the_, youngnr boy \vus sc1•i .. 
ously httl't anu the oldet• one \VUt4lcilled. 

•f~ll·iltlfli~ftfi\ StM4)t'lf'~ t} x-A'tl~te represGfl?tl&· 
tivu ttntl {t pl'tltttincnt: l)cs l\Jt1iucs co\:dl~ 
ty. rt~sident, died ut his hon1c in Dan-
'f!$ .• d.;Ji;a 
~.'l?liMu• 

'rhe Ravings bank nt Aureliu closed 
ltf; doorR. 

'l'he faith of 1 O'\Va people in her o~n 
resources is evidcucl~d by the opening 
in J)(•s Nfoines of tho Un.nkers' Io\va, . . 
fState bunk, \Vith U, Hl~pital of .$1,000~000, 
and cnptuJizecl by bttnl<ers throughout 
the state. 

Tho 1:-l·yeu.r-old du.ughter · of Gust 
Stnidt, u. fartner living uorth of Ct·eston, 
was so terri l>ly burned tlnt t she would 
proba,bly die. ller clothing caught fire 
\vhilc she 'vu.s standing ncar a stove. 

gd \vard Ht·o\vn was found dead in 
li,runldin purk at Otttnn,va \vith a gun· 
shot "'ound in his hea.d. Signs of a 
struggle sho\v that he \Vas ·Inurdcred. 
There \VU.S no clew and no tnotive 
kno·wn. 

Under inst:ructionf.! irom the dt..part
ment at Washington more tha11 a hun
dred pensioners hu.ve been dropped . 
fro1n the rolls nt Des I\foines. 

The" E1npirc 1\:fanufacturing <.~ompany, . 
manufacturers of :agricultural hnpl~ 
rnents, lost its extensive nlnnt at Keo
kuk by fire, entailing a less of $60,00Q• 
with $aB,OOO insurance. · 

'rhe vault of the Ne'v England Loan 
& 'l'rust con1pany in Des 1\Ioines \Vas 
opened by sldlled cra~1tsmen.and about 

. Z800 secured. ·· 
Io""a June turns over t~ J u1y 6,500,• 

00\J acres of corn at 98 per cent., or:lO·. . l pe~ c_et?-t·. ab~ve th~"<iaJllr tlate la,St y~a~!·; · ... 
. "' . . ·: . 
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II8 BIOGRAPHICAL REVIEW 

Mr. 'Thom~s is well known and· highly 
esteemed in Des l\Ioincs county, and . 
whereyer he is known. He has always 
been considered as one of the leading 
business lights of this part of the county. 

HoN. ELLISON Sl\IITH, in whose life 
record there is much that commands the · 

.J highest praise, and whose memory is dear 
to a large circle of friends who. knew and 
honor\d. him during his active life, was 
one of the noble figures in the history and 
development of this . section of Iowa, 
being known throughout Des Moines 
county, aiHI in a measure throughout the 
State, as one who was singularly devoted 
to all that might conduce to the moral 
and spiritual advancement of mankind, as 
weli as being always among the first to 
aid any worthy movement for the material 
upbuilding of the community in· which 
he made his home. He was born at 
Skipton, in Yorkshire, England, ~.'larch 8, 
1825, the third of a family of ten children, 
son of Peter and l\Iartha (Ellison) Smith, 
ancJ accompaniecl his parents to America 

in 1835. 
The father, who was also a native of 

Yorkshire, was by trade a miller, follow
ing that occupation in England; but on 
coming to America he purchased a farm 
of three hundred acres three miles south 
of Burlington, I ow a, and dc\'otc<) himself 
to agriculture. Grappling with the hard 
problems of pioneer life and frontier con
ditions, he cleared away the encumbering 
forests, freed the productive forces of the 
soil, erected buildings, and <'Stablishcd a 

'\ 

home for himself and his family. It was 
here that he resided until the tim.e of his 
death, which occurred in 1870, at the age 
of seventy-five years. He was a member 
of the Episcopal church, maintait1ing this 
connection through life, and while he was 
always wisely conservative in all things, 
he was a friend of true progress, and at
tained .. ~. gratifvring. degree of pecuniary 
prosperity. The mother of Ellison 
Smith was also a native of England, and 
she attained to the age .of eighty-one 
years, her death ocq1rring in 188r. She 
is survived by five children, all of whom 
are residents of the l\Iiddle \Vest. 

Mr. Smith obtained his formal educa
tion almost wholly in his native country, 
the only schooling which he received sub
sequent to his tenth year being that of a 
six. weeks' term in the public schools of 
Burlington township, Des :Moines county. 
De'spite the meagerness of his early ad
vantages, however, he formed a taste for 
reading, which he always retained, and 
through habits of reflection and intelli
gent observation he became pdssessed of 
the extensive kn?wledge and broad views 
which made him a man of true and uni~ 
versa] culture. \Vith the exception of a 
short period, during which he learned and 
worked at the brickmaker's trade, he re
mained with his parents until his twenty
sixth year. 

On April 9, 1851, he was united in mar
riage·uo Miss l\1ary A. Hunt, daughter of 
Jesse and Delinda (Kirkpatrick) Hunt. 
The father of :\frs. Smith was born June. 
20, 1807, at Knox\'illc, Tenn., whence he 
removed with his parents to Illinois when 
only fiye years of age. The family lo
cated in Dond county, where they en
gaged in farming, and where the :young 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.

DES MOINES COUNTY, IOWA. II9 

~on was e.ducatcd in the public school. 
Later he was employed upon th.e home 
farm until he· was twenty-two years of 
age, at which time his marriage took 
place, and he beg:an independent fan~ting 
operations in IIIinois. This he continued 
until 1834, when he removed to Iowa, 
choosing a location at what was then 
known as Flint Hills, and is now included 
within the corporate limits of the city of· 
Burlington. There he purchased the 
farm which is at present occupied by his 

_jonly son, John B., 'and there he resided 
continuously until his death, which oc

curred July 16, 1893. 
. He was the. owner of five hundred acres 

of valuable land in Des Moines county, 
comprising some of the richest agricul
tural tracts in the middle l\lississippi val
ley. He was a member, and a generous, 
loyal .supporter of the l\lethodist Epis
copal church, and as a man of great pub
lic spirit, he felt a· genuine interest "in 
political questions, acting from principle 
with the Democratic party. His wife, 
who, like himself, was a devoted member 
of the Methodist Episcopal denomination, 
died June 25, 1871, at .the age of sixty
three years. She was born at 1\'Iadison, 
Ill., a. daughter of Francis and l\Iary (Gil
hun) Kirkpatrick. Her father was a 
native of Georgia, whence he came to 
Illinois immediately upon his marriage, 
making the journey in company with a 
number of other pioneers, and traveling 
o\·erland by teams. He was of old colo
nial ancestry, and the great-grandfather of 
:\Irs. Smith, widow of our :nthject, was a 
soldier of the Revolutionary \Var, losing 
hi!; life ·in the southern branch of the 

Sl'n•ice. 
To :\[r. and :\Irs. Smith were born six 

children, all of whom sunlive. Alice is 
the wife of" John Cavcnee, a ranchman 
and stoc};::\·aiser of Broken Bow, Nebr., 
and they have one son, ·Paul. By a 
former marriage to J. A. \Vright, ::\I. D.; 
who died in .1882, she has another son, 
Ray Edwor,<l. Samuel A., who is a farmer 
at. \Vils~y; Kan., married Miss Orlena 
Ferrel, o~ DanviHe, Iowa, and they have 
one child, Jesse C. Jesse :\I., now a mer
chant at Provo, Utah, ma~rie<l l\[iss Etta 
Seamons, and has on\! daughter, 1\'lary. 
Virginia is the wife of H. T. Catlin, who 
is engaged in railroad work at Hutchin
son," Kans., and they have one son, Carl, 
\\'alter E., now a fanner of ~orth Platte, 
Nebr., marrie(l l\Iiss Cora Peterson, ot 
Dan~ille, and they have two sons, Paul 
and Hugh. Jean P., youngest child of 
Mr. and Mrs.· Smith, ,¥as born Jan. 12, 

J.867, <tnd after completing the work of 
the public schools of Danville, matricu
lated and pursued a course of study. in 
Parsons College, at Fairticld, Iowa. On 
leaving college in 1886, he· went to Jewell 
City,. Kans., and engaged in the hankiug 
business, continning there with success 
for five years. In 1891 he removed to 
Kansas City, l\[o., and was there con
nected as chief clerk with the National 
Bank of Commerce for a period of six 
years. After two years spent in Danville, 
he formed a connection with Armour & 
Company, at Omaha, for a further· two 

1' years, and then returued to Danville. 
where he has resided continuously since, 
engaged in the care and supervision of 
the old home farm. He is possessed of 
great natural gifts, and holds a high and 
enviable place in the general esteem, both 
for his ahility and for the probity of his 

personal character. 

== 
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Immediately after his marriage to Miss benefits to his constituency. He was a!-
Hunt ~'Ir. Smith removed to Danville -township, purchasing there a farm on 
which they resided for eleven years. In 
1865 they again removed, establishing 
their home in the village of Danville, ai1d 
also purchased a farm of one hundred 
acres within the present corpor~\te bound
aries of the village. This new home was 
the place of ::\Ir. Smith's resiclet1ce during 
the remainder of his life, and here he 
gave much attention to fanning accord-

. ing to the mqst modern and approved 
scientific methods. To him very largely 
is due the magnificent system of soil 
drainage which has added so 1~1uch to the 
value of agricultural lands in Des ~loines 
county, and for a number of years he en
gaged in the sale of tiling as part of his 
regular business. He also· built the ele
vator at Danville, and entered the grain 
business on an extensive scale, continu
ing to conduct the enterprise with signal 
success until his death. He was re
sot~rceful, progressive, and alert, and in 
whatever he attempted his achievement 
was sure to he more than ordinarily not
able, and of enduring value and sig·nifi
cance. By the purity and strength of his 
character he commanded the unqualified 
confidence of the people, and as a lead
ing member of the Demo{Tatic party, 
with which he was closely identified dur
ing the major portion of hi_s active life, 1 

he exercised a widespread and intimate 
influcnc<; upon the public atlairs of his 
time. 

In 1889 Des ;\Joines county chose him 
as !ts rcprcsentatiYe in the State Leg-is-· 
lature of Iowa, and in this capacity he 
sern~d his fellow-citizens for two years, 
with great credit to himself and lasting 

ways active in the conduct of to\vnship 
atTairs, and was for many years a town
ship schooi director, for he was an ear
nest advocate of the State public school 
system, believing that therein lay the 
foundation for the perpetuity of the State 
and popular government. In a(Jdition to 
his more it!lmecliate business and public 

.interests, lie was cxtensi\·ely connected 
with Burlington institutions, and the uni
form saneness and correctness of his 
opinions rendered his counsel widely 
sought in financial circles. A natural 
leader of men, all looked to him for guid
ance in times of doubt and crisis, and 
despite the stress and pressnrc of his 
private affairs, none ever appealed to him 
111 vam. Himself _no sectarian, his entire 
life was molded upon the highest moral 
principles, and was in close accord with 
the myriad upward tendencies of human 
society. 

lVIr. Smith was an especially popular 
mari among the higher classes. Business 
men admired the masterly ability· which 
won him St)ccess in the world of action. 
His unimpeachable character stood for 
gre:1t principles which have left their im
press upon the community; ami the de
votion to his home life, which was one 
of the strongest of his ~haracteristics, in
stinctively appealed to all who revere the 
highest and holiest of relations. The 
moral and mental pi.trposc of his life will 
live beyond the brief period which com
passed his existence, and still intltH:m·c 
atld uplift his fellow-men. He died July 
5, J8CJ3, sixty-eight years of age, and 
his remains rest in Aspen Gro\·e cem
etery, at l1urlington. 1frs. Smith is a 
pleasant lady of distinguished ability and 

.L 
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nwny social graces, and her home is the 
center of a generous but rcfi~1ed ai'H! quiet 
ho:ipitality. 

HOWARD A. MATHEWS. 

HowARD A. l'vL\TI-IEWS, who_ for the third 
term is filling the position of county super
intendent of schools, and whose labors have· 
been effective in raising the standard of 
-f>Ublic instruction in Des_ Moines county, 
was born in Danville township, Sept. 27, 
1866. His father, Henry C. Mathews, was 
born in Michigan during a brief residence 
of his parents there. They had come from 
~ew York to the lVIiddle West, and re
moved from Michigan to Illinois, and later 
to Des :Moines county, Iowa. The grand
father was a millwright by trade, awl was 
interested in pioneer days, in establishing 
mills at Lowell, Henry county, a few miles 
south of Danville, one on either side of the 

Skunk River, and operated by water power. 
For many years he was thus identified with 
the early industrial development of this 
part of the State, while later he turned his 
attention to farming; He was also one of 
the early school teachers of the State, and 
his labors proved an important factor in 
promoting progress and upbuilding here. 
He died on his farm, aged· seventy-six. 

Henry C. l\1athews, father of Professor 
:\fathews, was orily two years old when 
brought by his parents to Des l'vloincs · 
county, and' under the parental roof he was 
reared amid pioneer environments. After 
arriving at years of ·maturity he married 
:\[iss Cyrene E. Dodds, who was born in 
this county. Their wedding was celebrated 
in D:ul\"illc, l\Jarch 19, r8G.f, and they beg-an 
their domestic life upon a farm. l\lr. 

Mathews was engaged in agricultural pur
suits throug-hout his entire life. He owned 
four hun(t'/ed acres of land in Danville 
township, constituting a valuable farm, and 
he was also active in C0111111llllity interests, 
serving as township trustee for many years 

and oth~rwise supporting progressive and 
beneficial measures for the general good. 
His political- support was given to the Re
publican party a;1d he was a consistent 
member of the Cm1gregational church. He 
died in 1897, at the age of sixty-two years, 
and hi·s widow still resides upon the old 
homestead near Danviiie. They were the 
parents of eight children, and with one ex
ception all are yet living, namely: Henry 
Sherman, of Danville, who married Lu
cretia Beck; Howard A.; \Varrcn L., who 
married Ida B. Mix; \Villis S., who mar
ried Edith Ferinsworth; Grace :\.; Birdie 
n., who is engaged in teaching in the pub
lic schools; and Ji'red D. ·The deceased 
daughter was Lilly Mathews. 

Professor . I-Ioward A. Mathews was 
reared upon the home farm, and his early 
education was acquired in tl1e district 
schools, supplemented by study in the Dan
ville hig-h school, from which he was gradu

ated with the class of 1887. He began 
teaching in the public schools, and was thus 
identified with the eclucational interests of 
the county for twelve years, or until elected 
to the office of county superintendent in 
September, 1899. He was for one year 
principal of the schools. of Danville, and 
was teaching in the l\faplewoocl school 
south of Danville when elected to the office 
I 

of county superintende1.1t in 1899. His 
nomination came entirely without his solici
tation, and was a public recognition of his 
ability as an educator and his worth as a 
citizen. He discharged his duties with 
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1850 United States Federal Census 

Name: Ellison Smith 

Age: 25 

Estimated birth abt 1825 

year: 

Birth Place: England 

Gender: Male 

Home in 1850 Union, Des Moines, Iowa 

Family Number: 1118 ........... , ........... . 
Household Name 

Members: 

Source Citation: Year: 1850; Census Place: Union, Des Moines, Iowa; Roll M432_183; 
Page: 447B; Image: 253. 
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UT, USA: Ancestry. com Operations, Inc.~ 2009. Images reproduced by 
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Original data: Seventh Census of the United States, 1850; (National Archives Microfilm 
Publication M432, 1009 rolls); Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 2.9; National 
Archives, Washington, D.C. 

Description: 
This database is an index to individuals enumerated in the 1850 United States Federal Census, 
tht> Seventh Census of the United States. Census takers recorded many details including each 
person's name, age as of the census day, sex, color; birthplace, occupation of males over age 
fifteen, and more. No relationships were shown between members of a household. Additionally, 
the names of those listed on the population schedule are linked to actual images of the 1850 
Federal Census. Learn more ... 
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Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 

Household 

Ellison Smith 

abt 1825 

England 

Male 

Married 

1856 

Iowa 

Des Moines 

Danville 

IA.-.53 

18 

9 

Vie:w other!i!!!l_JJJ-!ge 

Elii$on Smith 

Ml!YASmiili 
Allice_Smith 

SanmeLSmith 
.k~g_Sl11ith 

So.urce InfO:nnation: 

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Advertising 
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Page 1 of 1 

Ancestry .com 

http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&db=IAstatecen%2c&rank=O&gsfn=Elli ... 6/21/2010 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.
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1860 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

~ancestry, com 
You searched for Ellison Smith in Iowa 

1860 United States Federal Census 

Name: Ellison Smith 

Age in 1860: 35 

Birth Year: abt 1825 

Birthplace: England 

Home in 1860: Danville, Des Moines, Iowa 

Gender: Male 

Post Office: Middletown 

Value of real View image 

estate: 

Household 

Members: 

Source Citation: Year: 186o; Census Place: Danville, Des t'Uoines, Iowa; Ron .. H653 __ 319; 
Page: 216; Image: 472; Family History Library Film: 8o3319. 

Ancestry.com. 1860 United States Federal Census [database on-line]. 
Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2009. Images reproduced 
by FamilySearch. 

Original data: 1860 U.S. census~ population schedule. 
rolls. Washington~ D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d. 

Description: 
This database is an index to individuals enumerated in the t86o United States Federal Census, 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.

1870 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.corn 

You searched for Ellison Smith in Iowa 

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Blog 

Corporate Information 

1870 United States Federal Census 

Ellison Smith 

Birth Year: abt 1825 

45 

England 

1870: Danville, Des Moines, Iowa 

White 

Male 

Middletown 

Household Name 

Affiliates 
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s~Jm.ue!Smith 

J~~eSmith 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.

Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925- Ancestry.com 

<9J ancestry"conl 
) You searched for Ellison Smith in Iowa 

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY 

© 1997-2010 Ancestry.com 

0 

Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 

Birth Year: abt1825 

Birth Place: England 

Gender: Male 

Marital Status: Married 

Census Date: 1885 

Residence State: Iowa 

Residence County: Des Moines 

Locality: Danville 

Ron: IAt885_177 

Line: 

Family Number: 97 

Neighbors: 

Household Name 
Members: 

Source Information: 
Ancestry.com. Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: 
Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2007. 
Original data: Microfilm of Iowa State Censuses, 1856, t88s, 1895, 1905~ 1915. 1925 as well 
various special censuses from 1836-1897 obtained from the State Historical Society of Iowa via 
Heritage Quest. 

Deseription: 
This database contains Iowa state censuses for the following years: 1856, 1885, 1895, 1905, 1915, 
and 1925. It also includes some head of household censuses and other special censuses from 
.1836-1897· Information available for an individual will vary according to the census year and the 
information requested on the census form. Some of the information contained in this database 
though includes: name~ age. gender, race, birthplace, marital status, and place of enumeration. 
Learn more ... 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.

Ancestry World Tree Project: Bartlett Database Page 1 of 1 
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Home Family Trees Search Collaborate Learning Center DNA Publish Shop Hire an Expert Add to Quick Unks 

Bartlett Database 
Entries: 15133 Updated: 2009-09-29 07:37:04 UTC (Tue) Contact: Kwer Home Page: K_ogeLllil_rl;leJ:I:'s W!l!LSJ!:e 

Some of the information has been researched by me or others. Some of It was donated by others. ALWAYS VERIFY. To protect privacy of living persons, this database does 
not include information about anyone not believed by me to be deceased. 

ID: 19931 
Name: J. Ellison SMITH 
Sex: M 
Change Date: 02 AUG 1998 
Birth: 1825 l 
Death: 1893 l 
Note: J. Ellison Smith was elected in 1889 to the,,Hiinels House of Representatives. 1 

"Ancestry Hints for J. Ellison SMITH 

Father: PE!t©r SM1D::I 
Mother: ____ _ 

Marriag© 1 Mm:y Ann f:IUNI b: 1830 in Bond County, Illinois 
Married: 1851 1 
Children 
t: Virginia SMITtJ 

(l),i!!Nbtru.SMUf:l 
SilmYeiSMlTI:l 
J~se_SM1lli 

t: l\l,ice.SM!II:I 

Sources: 
Title: James Alonzo Matthews and Lucille Pearce, comps., Pearce, Bartlett, Matthews, Smart, and Allied Families (Austin, Tex.: Eakin Publications, Inc., 1983) 
Abbnev: BartlettBook-Matthew 
Repository: 
Name: Roger A. Bartlett 

Page: p. 175 

I always welcome corrections, additions, and comments. Please contact me if you have additional primary sources for any of this information. 
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