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816 Seventh St. 

Legislator played role 
in growth of Des Moines 

By RENDA LUTZ 
AEG!$TEA ST ..... F WRITER 

col. Conduce H. Gatch, a 
senator in the Iowa Legis­
lature, played an important 

roie in the growth of Des Moines. 
The capital city was a mere 

eight square miles prior to 1890. 
Des Moines was bounded 
roughly by the Des Moines and 
Raccoon rivers on the south and 
University Avenue on the north. 
The city stretched 3roul 12 
r=---=---, blocks east of the 

Capitol and Drake 
University 
marked the city 
limits to the west. 

Gatch intro­
duced a bill in the 
Legislature in 1890 

C. Gatch that eliminated 
eight suburbs sur­

rounding Des Moines by 
extending the city's col"]Xlrate 
boundaries 2Yz miles in all direc­
tions. The plan was originated by 
city leaders and the Commercial 
Exchange, the forerunner of the 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Catch introduced the success· 
ful annexation bill during his 
second term in the Legislarure. 
He earned the reputation of 
being a municipal reformer. An 
anorney by trade, Gatch was a 
man who made a mark wher­
ever he was. 

Som on July 25, 1825, to a 
well-to-do farmer in Oermom 
County. Ohio. Gatch attended 
school only in thewinter months. 
He entered Augusta College in 
Kenrucky at age 17. He later 
studied law in Xenia, Ohio, and 
was admitted to the Ohio bar in 
1848. 

Within a few years he was 
elected prosecuting attorney. 
Gatch was a member of the Whig 
political party in his early life. He 
was one of the first Republicans 
and sen/ed as a delegate to the 
first National Republican Con­
vention JJl 1856. He was also a 
delP.gate in 1884. 

Gatch was elected to the Ohio 
Senate in 18S8 when he was 33. 
Three years laler he was com­
missioned as captain of an Ohio 
infantry in the Civil War. He 
participated ' in successful 

SPEC"'l- TO T'ftE flE'GI$TEA 

Her castle : Col. Conduce Gatch moved his wife, Mary, their 
son and four daughters to Des Moines in 1866, following the 
Civil War. They settled into a home at 816 Seventh St. 

campaigns thaI resulted in the 
capture of Bowling Green. 
Nashville, Murfreesboro, Shel­
byville and Huntsville. He 
worked his way up to colonel of 
Ohio's 135th Regiment. 

Gatch moved his wife. Mary, 
their son and four daughters to 
Des Moines afterthewarin 1866. 
They settled intoa large 2V1-Story 
home at 816 Seventh St. Mary 
Gatch was respected as a 
homemaker. The Des Moines 
Tn"b.me reported, MHer home 
was her castle, very beautiful, 
too. under her tactful ministra­
tions. with its atmosphere of 
refinement and cheer and warm 
hospitality.~ 

Ma ry Gatch's interests 
stretched beyond the home. She 
was a charter member of the Des 
Moines Women's Qub and in its 
early days an active board 
member. She was a supporter 6f 
the women's suffrage move­
ment. The entiTefamily was very 
involved in the Methodist Epis­
copal ClUrch. Col. Gatch was 
Iwice a delegate to the church's 
national general conference. 

Galch served as the District 
Anorney of Polk County for a 
few years. His main focus ..... as 
the law finn of Galch. Conner 
and Weaver - one of the lead- I 

ing la ..... firms in Iowa. 
Gatch died in 1897, shonly 

before his 720d birthday. His 
wife continued on in their family 
home for two moreyears, before 
she moved to her daughter's 
home in Pasadena, Calif. Mary 
Gatch died on Nov. 21. 1919. 

The Gatch family home 
remained a private residence for 
decades, even when many of the 
neighboring homes on Seventh 
Street between Center and 
Crocker streelS were converted 
to apanments in the 19405. 

The large home was 10m 
down around 1961. All the homes 
on the block had been rem(JI.·ed 
and the land became a parking 
lot q...r 1971. Front steps leadinz: 
from the city sidev.ralk are aJf 
that remain of several of the 
neighooring homes. 
Repone! Rendllutz can be ruche' II 
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