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He was paid the magnificent salary of Three Dollars per month. A schoolhouse
was built in the spring of 1858 on a half block of land donated by Cook and
Sargeant. The twenty-six by thirty foot building cost $800.00 which had been
previously donated by Mr. Durant, and was located on the present schoolhouse
site. It served the community until 1869 when a new building was erected. A
third building was constructed in 1904 and this building together with the
gymnasium which was added in 1938 and the agriculture, snop and hot lunch
annex which was added in 1951 still serve the youth of the community.

The first birth recorded in the town was that of the daughter born to Mr.
and Mrs. Isaac N. Gilbert in December, 1857. She was named Mary Durant,
and received, according to promise, from the founders of the town, a warranry
deed w the lot north of the Turner Hall where the Herman Voss house is now
located. The Gilbert family returned to New York State years ago.

The first physician of the community was Dr. Erastus B. Bills of Connecticut
who came in 1855. He was a Yale graduate and served the community faith-
fully and well until his death in 1902. In addition to his duties as a doctor, he
i also served as postmaster for a period, was an active vestryman in St. Paul’s
{ Episcopal Church, was a Justice of the Peace and represented Cedar County

in the State Legislature for a rime. His office occupied the corner where the
Trede Electric Company now stands and his residence was locared on the
corner now occupied by the Dr. J. E. Christiansen home. The fine old elm
tree at the corner of the Henry Glaser residence was set out by Dr. Bills and
still stands as a living memorial to him.

For the next ten years Durant continued to grow as glowing rales of the
opportunities in Iowa were circulated. It has been said that Cedar County,
1 formed late in 1836, was about thirty years in settling, yetr by 1854, it is safe
| to say that very little virgin prairie land was left in the hands of the government.
During the late fifties young German immigrants began to come to the com-
munity. Some had been exiled by the Schleswig-Holstein War, but all found
the freedom and opportunity they sought and remained here. They were
honest, industrious and thrifty, and made the most desirable type of citizens.
Later they bought farms on borrowed capital from eastern bankers at the ex-
orbitant rate of two and one-half to three per cent interest. Today the grand-
children and great-grandchildren of these sturdy immigrants carry on in the
best tradition.

I

While Durant was recorded as a town in 1855, it was not incorporated until
July 5, 1867. Mr. Allen Nesbitt was the first elected mayor and served until
his untimely death in 1874. The story goes that one night the Orcutt and
Loomis store was discovered on fire, and Mr. Nesbitt, who was head of the
volunteer fire department, had just entered the burning building when a
barrel of gun powder exploded causing injuries from which he died a few
weeks lacer.

Thus did Durant begin. From the virgin Iowa prairies, a town began to VIQvuéﬂf @/Zéfw@aa./

! grow. Men and women of the finest type came from the east and from Jands
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DR. BILLS
( First Doctor in Durant)
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1880 United States Census Household Record rage 1 ot 1

Household Record 1880 United States Census
Search results | Download Previous Household Next Household
Household:
; Marital ; : Father's Mother's
Name Relation Status Gender RaceAgeBirthplace Occupation Birthplace Birthplace
SraslsB.  sef M Male W 49 CT Physician  CT cT
Celila BILLS Wife M Female W 49 NY Keeps House CT cT
GuyBILLS Son S Male W 9 IA baivlog I NY
SHSC. Nephew s Male W 22 CT Clerk In Store  CT cT
Source Information:
Census Place Durant, Cedar, lowa
Family History Library Film 1254331
NA Film Number T9-0331 _ _
Page Number 204A . View original image B3
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