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Standard Form For Members of the Le9islature 

Kame of Representative Senator BAILEY . Ansel ((iOOE 

,.&~J4ad. .... ',.?.h:'. , ,di ... ;rv A';.!'y "hid 

1. Birthday and place 18 Nov . 1835 , Wales , Erie Co . J NY 

2. Marriage (5) date place 
Sarah Higham (c. 1838-1906). Utica NY in 1859 

3 . Significant events for example: 

A. Business Newspaper editor and publisher . printer 

B. Civic re5ponsibilities' ______________________________________ __ 

c. Profession, ______________________________________________ __ 

4. Ch ur ch member ship, __ -=C::.o::.ng"r:.e::.g"a:.t:.l.::· 0::n:::a::1=--______________________________ _ 

5 S · d 23/24 GA 189-1893 SD 42 . Howar d & Winneshiek . e 8 s 10 ns s e r v e , __ -"-=-:....:"'--"-'-=--.::.::.:..:. __ :.::.....:.:.:...:::.=-:"":....:_'-=:::..:.::.::=::.::... ______ _ 

6. Public Offices 

A. Local Winneshiek Co. Treas . 1863-65 ; Co. Reco r der 1863- 1864 

8. State ______ ~ ________________________________________ __ 

C . Nat ion a l ____ D_e_c 0_r::.a::.h::...P::.o::.s:..t:::m::.a:::s::.t::.e:.:r",:....:1:.:B:.:6::.9_-.:1::.B::.B::.S ________________ __ 

7. Death 20 Sept . 1909 . a t home . decorah. acute indegistion. Bur Phelps Cern. Dec. 

( 1) Lizzie H. (Colville) (c.1859 - ) ; St. Paul . Minn. (2) Charles T. 
(1869 - J . Decxor ah ; (4) Al1ce W. (Stoddard) (1879 - ) . Decorah; (1862-1899)?· (3~hUwdi~el!'. 

(5) son . d . infancy 
~~~------------------------------------------------------

Eunice 
9 Kame..s of parents Wesley (1828- 1891). bVT . newspapers NY , la , d . Decorah ; 

Kinne (l8UI-1869). Wesley rem Sarah H. - - - • May 1869 or 1870 . 
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10 . Bd uc a t ion_-He~'~iTc~aHtp.~I""s"c~lnionoTl~.~. -oonilt'±i~1~a~g~e-lI~3f----------------

11 . D09ro08 ____________________________________________________ _ 

12. Other applicable information FatHer, SIOIR 9£ MetHediet miaieteFJ 
edited newspapers in South Courtland NY 1837-1838; Fayetteville nY ±1838-1841, and Utica NY 
124191$86. Abol:.i.t1oR:.i.st paper '.lAtH 1948; temperaAee thereafter. 
father at 13; bought the Utica paper in 1856. sold it in 1858 

A.K. eeeame pritRer fer hie 

Father and SgA mgvi!d. lag Ceeeraa ift 1890 aBa as Wesley Bailey & SeR star tee geeeraa Repl:lelic 13 
Appil 1860. Name changed to Republican. Firm name changed to A. K. Bailey & Bro, then to A. K. 
Bailey & Son. 1ft 1"00 ~QSUS t'..K. is listed as pyelisher. SeA id',o.'ifl ,,'as pel:llisHer far a Ruemer of 
years after 1900. 

In 23 GA hi! Has "Aair ef tiOeBlH'littee lOlA Federal RelatioBG. 1A 24 GA he aia "valuaele "ark" 
in formularting the Australian Ballot l aw . 

Supt of Suaday S~Aoel fer over 25 years; IS yrs sgal;.iayel:ls . 
WAs surviVed by older brother. E P. Bailey, who for 55 yeqrs was editor of 

an Jy younger b"oI;.AQ" i\luiA Stui!rt Bailey (g o UI4a _ ), HAQ Aad beeR aSSQIOiated 
the Decorah Republican. but in 1900 was in Mineapolis. 

Ut ica paper, 
uaR Rim ift 
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Sour ces Log For Legislation Entries 

Applicability 

Source Non Applicable Applicable Information obtained 

Stork. Clingan--J.egisJators x 
Decorah Journal. Tues Sept 21. 1909 x 
Sparks. Rist W10Desbiek Co , 1871 11 47 x 
Bailey, Past & Present of Winneshiek Co vI x 
Seegmiller & Seegmi ller. Decorab . City of Springs 1998 x 
1860 US census--Winneshiek 795 x 
1870 US census -- W 11 2 x 
Winneshiek Co. Bios 1996 x 
Alexander, w- & Allamakee Co 1882 s 
WPA Grave Recreds x 
1880 US census W __ 343 x 
1900 US census W-- 130 x 

Sessions served 
death/obit 
bie ref. 
on newspapers 
on newspaper 
father.mo , BK & wf 
father/mo but none for AK 

AK.son,wf; f. m 
AK.wf, 3ch 
AK .wf . 2ch 

Winneshiek Co.~d:e~a;th~s~~~~~xc-~s~kji~P~P~s-11~9QQ~6 ________________________________________ ___ 
Bailey. Bailey Family 1899 x 
Gray & Pratt. Bailey Fami l y 1992 X 

Cowan. Faro of David Bailey 1961 x 
Ho: 15, Records of Bailey Fam 1895 x 
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HISTORY OJ' WINN~H I II'i: COUNTY. 

S. E. Tubbs succeeded M. P. Hathway, in 1870, and was re-elected 
in 1872. 

A. W. Brownell was elected in 1874. 
F.. B. Hutchinson succeeded A. W. Brownell, in 1876. 

The following persons have filled the office of County Treasurer for 
Winneshiek County : 

A. K. Bailey, 1863. 
G. N. Holway, 1865 and 186,. 
G. ,T. Lomen, 1869 and r871. 
Edwin KJove, 1873, 18,5. 1876. 
A. K.. Bail!!y was born Nov. 18, 1835. in Wales. New York. 

Wesley Bailey, his father, through his abolition principles, became pub­
' :~~er of a newspaper, with the avowed object of doing his share towards 

.cating public opinion in the interests of the downtrodden slave. 
A. K. Bailey, at thirt~n years of age, entered his fathers office as an 

apprentice. He acquired a thorough knowledge of the printer's trade, 
which has since proved invaluable to him as a publisher. He came to 
Decorah in March, 1860, ;md commen«d the pUblication of the ~e. 
publican, April 5, 1860, in partnership with his father. Mr. Bailey, as 
County Treasurer gave universal satisfaction, and fliled his office with 
credit to himself and the county. In 1868, he was appointed Post­
master of Decorah, which official position he has ever since filled with 
efficiency. His position as publisher has compelled him to take an 
active part in politics. Mr. Bailey has many warm friends and some 
bitter enemies. His enemies, generally, are those who have been 
thwarted in political schemes. He is 3n honest, sympathetic, generous 
and benevolent christian. Mr. Bailey is a politician, not a schemer, and 
a man of strong character, whose word is its worth in gold. 

In 1864, the Recorder's office was separated from the Treasurer's, and 
that same year John E. Powers was elected as the first independent 
Recorder. He was re.elected, 1866. 

Cyrus McKay was elected Recorder in 1868, 1870 and 18p. 
Chas. Steen succeeded C. McKay, in 1874, and was re-e1ected in 

1876. 
Henry Toye was elected County Superintendent in 18p. 
G. N. Holway succeeded H . Toye, in 1873. 
Nels Kessey was elected County Superintendent In 1875. 
W. C. Adsit was elected Surveyor in 1869,1871, 1813-
J. L. Cameron was elected in 1875. 

• 

\ 
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CII.\PTER Xl 

THE XEWSP,WERS 

\Vinnesh ick cou nty has never been o\'crourdcned with newspapers. W hile 
there have been a sufficient number to represent her wealth and progress, and to 
chronicle the daily doings of her inhabitants, she has been singularly and hap­
pily f ree fr0111 :I large IHI1lIbcr of weak :\nd struggling publications . such as mark 
some cOllll l ies not iar di~tanl \\'here railroad towns have sprung up and grown 
to proportions that de1l1anded 1I('\\"spaper representation. yet we re not able or 
willing to accord the support necessary to bu ild tip strong, substantial papers. 

Decorah , as the coullty scat, nailirally attracted the early-day disciples of 
Guttenhurg and Faust. Here in 1855 a man named Tracy established the e hron­
ide. Th e siory of thi ~ Jll1hliration ami its Sl1ccc!'sor is brieAy told in the follow· 
ing item takcn from the Decorah Republican oi Oct. 26, 1905: 

"In looking O\'cr .<:ome oi hi s father' s papers recently, H, P. ::\icho\son, Jr" 
o f )Iilitary to\\'nship, l';l!lH~ arro~!' some papers that bore light upon the early·day 
newspapers of Decorah and thcir cfforts at existence, They also indicate that 
11r, :,\icho \ ~on was then. as he has alwa~'s been sint'c. a believer in publicity and 
;\11 intcrc~ t ed iollo\\'('r oj the news oi the tlay, The p;1pcrs ahove re i erred to 
are-all hut one-receipts ior ~uhsCTiplions, The tirst is dated Xovember 23, 
18.=;.=;, and l'alls for a ~'c;1r's ~uh~crip!ion t,) thc Decorah Chronicle beginning 
with \'01. r. :\0, 4, ami running to \'01. 2, :\0. ,~, Tracy & Co. were its owners 
and this was prohably the tirst paper of De~'orah, :\ little ol'cr a year later­
December 6, J8:;(l--another receipt calls for a ycar's rearling of the Republican, 
oi \\'hich n. F. Jones was then cditor, from \'01. I, Xo, 35, to \'01.2, :\0, 34, 
This indicates that T racy .& Co, didn't any more than last the year Ollt. June 15, 
1858. is the elate oi the third reaipt wh ich \\'as issued by F. Delfoy for one year 
of the Decorah Gazelte, begi nning with \'01. I, XO, I." 

The Gazette was the immediate predel'es!'or o f the Decorah Republic . In 
the fall oi ,859. \\'esle~' r.ai1e~', of t'tica. Xe\\' York, gra ndfather of this his­
torian, came to Decorah and pmdla!'cd the p\a;1t of the Gazelle, engaging ),ir, 
Belfoy to remain and hold the field until spr ing. when. in l'ompany with hIS son 
Ansel K, Dailey and their bmilies. he returned to Deco rah and assumed con· 
trol u i the paper. the firnl in:'ing \\'c ~le~' l:ailey & S.OIl, lt~ name wa s changed 

14:1 
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to the Ro.'publi..: :UlIl Ih ... lir~1 1111!l1I, ... r II!I'],..r Ih\; 11 ... 1\' 111:\11:1:.;\'111 ""1\ \\"a~ i~~t1ed 011 
April [,~ , ISloO, In :\lar<.:h. l&~"'. the name \\" .. ~ dlangcd to the l{ epuhlil"an 
and it ha s so remai nt'tl d uring the imern:niug y(,'ar". l :el',1U::oe oi iailillg health. 
Wesler Dailey di sposed o f his interest in the paper to hi~ SO il ,. ,--\n~el and ,-\I\' ill 
Stewart Dailey ill I sr~). the hrm name IIt'i ng ..:hanged to .\. K , J:ailey i.\: nrolher 
and remaiuing so muil 1 ~:<5 , In Ihat yea r Chark" T. [;aiic:,-' pur..:ha~cd the in­
terest of ,-\. S. nailc~·. and the tinn ho.'ra1l1(' .\. K. I:aik,' &- :-:011. T\\",) ~'l'ar~ 

later E. C. Dailey purrha ~ed the intcn' ,,1 oi his hr"lhc r. and in ,'p, tht' ilu,i­
ness ,,'as incorporated. the Hilille remain ing .\. [,. l'.aill·,'· .\: :'''11. (In the dealh 
o f ,--\. K. !1ailey ill :-:ept ... l11iJer. 1'.0,. E. C. 1',aiil'Y ;'"~t11ncd t he r011lpll,te 111;,11 -

agelllem o f the hl1,;im's~ in bot h lJl1 ~ille .<~ alld edil"n;t\ do.'l'anlllelll". 
The Decorah Journal i,. the "t'coml ollk·~ t ncw~l)al)er ill \\·i nne"llil·k n)unty . 

l iS hi~tory lJ ... gin~ bad..: in lRf~ > II"jlb Ihl' "' ~ lahli~\"I\eTlI ui T il ... \\"ill1ll· .~i ,id.; [{log" 
ister hy George \\" . ! lai"l<..'t . .\I ... xal1dcr·~ [li~\l)r~' ~ ay"' thl' "tlkl' \\"a~ dl'~lro~ ... d 
by ri re in ;\O"emht:r oi Ihat year. ,\ nell" oflil· ... wa~ Jlurdla~\.·c\. hill in Iht' ~pr in~ 

ot t8()() the pap~'r \\"as l" ~J lllpdled to ~Il~pelld . " ,\ugtl 51 l~. I X, '.). he t :'Ilr. Hal- ­
let) re-issued his papcr L1l1der the nank' o i [{egi"lcr .\: \·entilator. ailt'r\\"ar<l~ 

dropping the fir st hali .)f Ihe n'lllll'. ~(" ' cral ~ ' l'ar ~ 1011"'1" \\. :\. !:unlil'k [,l'l':lllll' 
a partner with Hai ~It'I. alll\ "oon hought hilll uut en! i,....! \". :tnd in I'~;-I \q~ ~"k­

prop rietor. and r!l;Il1g-... d Iho.' nallll' \ l'mil;!\"r I" \\"illlll'-hi\.·k l{l·.:!i~I\.T. In ;\"­
,'ember, t~;-I. :\I r . n'Irdk"k ~old "'I ' ,ft .\ . . \ .. \ikcn and Ilcnry \\,""lruri·. 
Earh" in Fehrllarl". Ig,;. the :-:atllrda\' 1:0.'0.' wa~ I"~l1o.'d a ~ an extr;t irom Ih ... ,,11k\.· 
of tl;e Regi ster. ' In th~ latter part ~i 1,-'::;:; Iltl:" Rt';::-i~ter 'e "taiJli~h1Hent ah"orl'o.'d 
the Independent (w hkh \\"a~ started hy Ed. \\"ol>d and ~. ~. 1 rai ~ let ill the ~l\IlI ' 

Iller oi 187-l ). the cOlllhined papo.'r lakil,).!" the' nalll ... II\{k·!,elldCIIt-I{e!-: i ~ lo.'r. In 
January. 1876. :\ [r. ,\iken ~old 0111 hi~ i ll\e re~t, lIenry \\ 'l'od nltY" heoHlling" clli­
tor and manager oi the [:ec. whidl l"ol1tilll1\.·'] wi th"I\I dl;lIl!,:e till January. I,"':;'). 
Ed, \\'ood laking the II H1cpelllll'III-I{l'gi .-to.'r. and "'ol)n 'lr,'ppill~ Ihl' 11'",.,1 I{l'.~i- Il·r 

from the namf'. ,--\bOlit the ti r ~t o f Jl1lll·. 1"":';1,. :\Ir. \\"\00,] "o!tl pm anel ga\'l' 
place to .r. F. ::'Ifc::Igh<'f, whll. in the lalln part ,)i .IIII~· . ~te l'Jll',1 down ,Illel "lit. 
:\1r. \\"oodrutf" (Ii the DCl'ura h JI'llrtl:d i>l'cotlling" it"l't1rdl;t~l'l". :I\I,j it"' .~u[,~<."ri[>li'l\l 

list \,'as united Il"ilh that "i the I:ec, I" .I;nmar~· . lo'~; ... Ihe reg-lIlar publicatiun 
of the weekly Decorah JU'Irnal '·"II1I11("I1<"l.'d . it IIl.'il1g \';r\\lall y th ... ~tKl"e~~"r " j 

the old Register and Indcpenden t. and the J:ee oftict' "oon d rOlppe(1 il" ~t'Jlarall' 
character and heca me part oi the Journal e~tahli~lllllent."' :\[r . I [a i~1t' t ~P"'lll 
several years ill Cresco. af ter \ea\"iug tbc Regi~ler. hu t in . \ugll~t. I:-:,'=;. rcturm'd 
to Decorah and started the pulllil'ati\l\t oi the \ ·I.'ntilator. hUI il ~1I~pcnded ill ;\ 
5hort lime. its editor goi ng h ) Duhuque. where he remained IlIItil the iall oj 
18,6. \\"hen he ol1ce more engag\'d ill 11lI ~; t1\'~~ here. ~tartit1g- Ihe Dccorah Radil·al. 
~rr. Hai$let diee\ :\[ar..::h rl. 188.1. but his \\"idow l'omiuucd the papcr IlIlt;1 ~la.\" 
I. tf1.8.z, \"hen Charle" II , l'raig Iltlrl'ha~e(1 the 1)lall1 illll\ dlangcd tile pap\"r'~ 

name to the Decorah I'antagraph. (hi :\on;'lIIher I:;. 1"':~4. \\ ' . E . . \lexander 
bought 0111 :'dr. Craig and the pape r'" nam\' \\".:t< ..::hanged to thl.' I're~~ , lmt a i,('r 
a few mon th!' he sold (,ut to :\lr. \\"'M)druti' of Ihe J ournal. lu t ~1 C. C. Coutanl , 
who had heen locatcd al Calmar for ~e"eral yl.'ar~. bought an intcre~t in \he Jour­
nal and t\\"o \'eal" lall.'r a"'quireel hi" partllcr'" intere"t abo. I Ie :ont ill \1cd in 
o\\' ner sh ip un~il aboltt !'ix yt'ars ag.). when he ~old alii \<) Charles :\Icyer oi Leai 
Ri\'cr. minoi", alld thereaitt'r 10110\\"('.\ th,. ... e (>artner~hip~-:\Iey('r &. :\[ea/1. 
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98 ft 

Lot #9 

Soulh side of Water Street Block #5 
Block # lion the plat. 

Originally consisted of 4 lots. 
Located between Winnebago and Court Streets_ 

Lot #2 and #3 ------------------ Lot #3 and #4 
12 22ft 22ft 22ft 22ft 22ft 22ft 
\c\ 
#8 

LOI Lol LOI LOI Lol Lot 
#7 #6 #5 #4 #J , 2 

, 
, 
! 
1 
I 
; 

BLOCK #5 SOUTH SIDE OF WATER STREET 

# I Building #20 I West Water St. Ben Bear Building 

22ft I 

Lol I 
#1 

The Decorah Republican of Apri l 1860 in a listing of businesses on Water St. stated 
C. E. Dickerman now occupied Dr. John M. Green ' s store. Later the Decorah Republican 
indicated that J. D. Wheeler's general store was now at this location. July 29. 1866 there 
was a transfer of this property from C. E. Dickerman to Cyrus Adams. However records 
indicate that Cyrus Adams built the original building circa 1865 where he conducted his 
leather store. The Decorah Republican of 1866 listed Cyrus Adams & Co. as selling boots 
and shoes in the Dickerman building. This building would come to be known as the Ben 
Bear Building. Ben Bear came to Decorah in 1876, and rented part of the building from 
Mr. Adams. On November 29 1877, which was Thanksgiving Day at 11 PM, a fire 
started in the small Coleman and Tayers' drug store located in the south end of the 
Adams building next to the alley. 

In one half-hour all was destroyed. When the Adams' block burned, and Bear lost 
his complete stock of merchandise. The Decorah Republican reported that merchandise 
from the Ben Bear store was scattered across the street from the Rastetter' s saloon to the 
Montgomery Drug store. Following the fire , Ben Bear moved his business temporarily to 
the Asselin bui lding located at 2 14 West Water Street. There were several other business 
burned at this time including, Coleman & Toys Drug Store, J. C. Meuser's jewelry store, 
Newton's grocery which was located in this bui lding and faced Winnebago St. , a wood 
shed and other tenants located on the upper floor. S. Muller doing business as a barber in 
a section of this building employed Charles Trzcinski who came to Decorah March 12, 
1877. The barbershop, in a 11 foot by 21 foot room was located facing Winneabago 51. 

After Mr. Adams rebuilt his building, Bear Clothing Store rerumed to this location. 
On March 23, 1883 ~yrus Adams transferred thi s property (lot = I) to Ne\\10n Adams. 
Ben Bear took possession of the property from Newton Adams on August 19, 1887. 
Before Ben Bear acq ui red the Heively building and lot, at 203 West Water Street, the 
November 10, 187 1 edition of the Republican listed Forest and Dodge operating a shoe 
store in what is now the west half of the Ben Bear store. On December 18, 1880 Ben 
Bear purchased from Mary P. Heively origina! lot #2 & #3_ Ben Bear replaced the frame 
bui lding with the brick building which is still standing at thi s location. The building 

12 1 
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covered both lot #1 & lot #2. On May 27,1939 Ben Bear remodeled the building, and put 
on ~ new front. His brother Edward Bear joined Ben Bear in the business circa 1890. 

Ed Bear served as head usher at the Grand Theater after its opening in 1892, for 
many years. Ed Bear had great interest in the theater. and from 1892, he saved the 
programs. In 1933 he had the programs bound into two volumes, and presented them to 
the Luther College Library. 

After the death of Ben Bear, Ed Bear continued to operate the Ben Bear Clothing 
Store until his death. Ben Bear was very interested in civic affairs. He worked for the 
good of the community, and was involved in activities, such as the building of the 
Winneshiek Hotel . the Grand Opera House, one of the banks, and the Winneshiek County 
Fair Grounds. The Ben Bear Clothing Store operated at this location for 75 years. In 1953 
the business moved across Water St. to # 124 West Water S1. in block #3. In 1969 it was 
moved again to a building in the fourth block to #2 10 West Water Street, and continued 
at that location until 1989. During this time it was under the ownership and management 
of Vernon Finholt, and after his death, by his son Mark. After the death of the Bears, the 
company was moved across the street. 

In 1926 Decorah's first radio station started broadcasting from the south end of the 
second floor of the Ben Bear building, with Charles Greenley the announcer. Charles 
Greenley had been an employee of Ben Bear in various capacities. He was put in charge 
of the new radio station, known by the call letters KCGA. In the early 1930's Luther 
College fonned it 's own station known as KWLC. KCGA passed through several owners 
and has been known for the last 50 years as KDEC The Firestone Tire Co. moved into 
this location circa 1956. There was a large door cut into the building from Winnebago St. 
side so cars could be brought inside for servicing. Dave Worthington managed the 
Firestone store. Dave also was involved in the sale of stock in a mining machinery rental 
business. 

When the building was sold to Donlon Drug Co. they moved from the old Parman 
building to thei r present location. This was the third building in which they have done 
business. At the same time the Firestone store moved to a location on Washington Street 

Several dentists occupied the second floor through the years. Dr. C. L. Topliff 
was the first and one of the last was Dr. Luce. On the Winnebago S1. side of the building 
were two small shops. In the office next to the alley was the Western Union office. In 
1947 the Western Union office was closed. The Jefferson Bus line office moved to this 
location on the closing of the Western Union. Emma Nesheim for many years had a 
millinery shop, known as Mode Millinery located north of the Western Union, at # 1 05 
Winnebago. Later Horace Lowery managed a watch repair business at this location. 
These shops were closed when the Firestone Co. remodeled and needed the spaces to 
install a large door to bring in vehicles for service. 

#2 #205 West Water St. 

In the Decorah Republican of 1860, this building was called the Heively building. 

122 
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It was occupied by John W. Hard's jewelry store. Ben Bear purchased this lot on 
December 18, 1880. There has been no evidence who built the building. In 1877, at the 
time of the Adams' block fire, one of the occupants was Coleman & Toye's drug store. 
One of the earliest occupants in the replaced building was the Wi lson Grocery Store. In 
March 28, 1905 the Decorah Journal announced that Linnevold & Peterson had rented a 
vacant store room in the Bear block adjoining Mr. Bear's store to the west~ and would be 
moving their restaurant and confectionery store to that location. Linnevold & Peterson 
did not stay long at this location. The June 5, 1906 Decorah Journal announced that 
Honan 's Cafe was opening for business in the first door west of the Ben Bear store. 

On September 30,1915 this building became the location of the Republican Paper, 
owned by Ed Bailey. 

The Republican paper had a long history in Decorah, extending back to the 1850's 
when it was the first paper published in Winneshiek County as the Decorah Chronicle. 
At that time the publisher and editor was a man named Tracy. In 1856, very soon after 
establishment of the paper, Judge M. V. Burdick became the editorial writer. The paper 
had financial problems through the years and Wesley Bailey and his son bought the paper 
in Apri l 1860, succeeding B. F. Jones who had been publisher of the renamed Decorah 
Republic. The fi rst paper published by the new management was on Apri l 13, 1860. On 
March IS, 1866 the Decorah Republic became the Decorah Republican, and was 
published by A. K. Bailey and hi s brother. In 1912 Ed Bailey wrote the early history of 
Winneshiek County, but fail ed to include any information about himself or the 
Republican Paper. On September 30, 1915, after 33 years of publishing in the basement 
of the SI. Cloud Hotel located on the comer of Winnebago and Main Street, the Decorah 
Republican was moved to 205 West Water Street. At that time Ed Bailey was the last of 
the Bailey fami ly living in Decorah. 

A very interesting item was printed in the Decorah Republican on April I , } 905 The 
article related to a trip from McGregor to Decorah that happened over 50 years ago. A. K. 
Bailey and his fami ly left McGregor at 8:30 AM on the stage. The driver of the stage was 
Bill Cobb, listed as one of the best in the area. A four-horse team pulled the stage. Mr. 
Bailey rode most of the trip sitting by the driver. The distance traveled was 45 miles. The 
team was changed four times and at 4:30 PM the stage arrived at the Decorah House on 
the corner o[Washington and Water Street having traveled the 45 miles in nine hours. 

Circa 1930 the Decorah Republican, was sold to the Decorah Public Opinion and 
relocated .. The building was remodeled. for John Schimming who operated a drug store 
and soda fountain . 

In 1936 Ed Shima purchased this building. 

The next occupant was Tom Donlon,. who moved here from Elkader IA. Donlon 
Drug Co was later moved to the Parman building, and then back to the Bear Building. 

There is no record as to the arrival of J. E. Borlaug. J. E. Borlaug was one of 
Decorah's early photographers. and occupied the second floor of this building. 
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