
Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Standard Form For Members of the Le91sla ture 

a2 ~ ..Jh :;t.· .~:t; 
Ct 

3. Siqnificant events for example: 

B. Civ ic responsibilities-4~~~~~r_•_~~·~(;~'~A!~-· ------------------

4. Church membership __________________________________________ _ 

5. Sessions served~d~l~-~~· ~~ ~~--~~~~~~~~--~~~~~~~ 
6 . 

A. . 

I 

B. State~?-~·~·~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-----

. C. National ________________________________________________ _ 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

/ 

lO.Education 

11. Degrees _________________________________________________ _ 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Sourc:es Log For J.ogl sJali o 11 E11ll ie s 

1\ p p l1 c: <11 >.1. 1 I t. \' 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

• ...,en-.r$ 
.n 111:0 

ut ooeo 
• ,y or tho 
ple raet.. Lhat 
ct lnr; unjn••
ent Ia aetlnr 
nalor1ty will 

tho ·tool .or 

of tho 
IY and wn prominently 
Jd"m:._

1
1
1
tr,c:>wnell . ~nat, ~· .. ~::. _ --'-. 

ar ··• •· . ~ j • · • ·. ... . . . 
tl'nO&I 8ATU1\PAT"8 DAILT. 
_,..... ... 1f. P!etr::"' f't ' !" - " ...... 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

.. :,..... 
··~·. 

Ger 
IS . 

NO 

T hat's t 

is no qu 

w h en in 

ill bei 

-$- Hul 

0 . 
. ;;~, 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

... .. 
.' ... 

· .. : 

J . L.' B• lloy 
.... , l' 'r6u•od•Y lft.erDOVD \.0 

·who wcve 

lWprokoiaUYo · Olarlt&, of, DaJlu 
Coaal.y, bat latrocluood t. b111 la 
Bollae, to abOlhb State Priote.r aod 
B lader, .1a.o. lit.. 1901, aacl to loL C.b6 
wor1i to l.b& l ow€16' (o•t. bidd&r. 

.A~ caucuau bold Mooday, coembors 
or ~ Stoo• t.e a ad liou.o. a~ Del Mol act 
'Pr-act1cal17 e.ereed on repnt.& 
\.tUi t.eel (j( i.be •tate eduoatloDt.l tUt\· 
\U&lo})l1 \eo of. whom at"& to: 'b6 elected 
~ l.hit seuloil. 

==== 
·Col. Rood· of Ml. Vel"aon would 

a 200d man to iuteeed Gh". 
oo the board o f ooot·rOl. t.od t r oboseo, 
tbcro et.n be oo 'just objeCtion raited. 
.Se h AD e:q>t.rleoead bueiceu ~&'oJ 
b&'9lbg a. Wide acqualotanee aod 
lar~e fund of ~ood oommoD lllen&e. 

· A b tll fot-'tb~ ee~blltbmel'lt. or tb,..ee 
.Sew Norma.l&cboois baa bt:en rur0ed. 

•It. reqult"ei: Cir«H>rool bui1dlop:a • . e.ail 
p"ro•idu oco-t.eoLb mtll t&x tor three 
)'OJ.rs for . t.beir ereotloo. Tbts cut• 
out. all of tbo balld.LD.t• oft'ered and 
ibe un<lei-t.akiog wm· b& ereat.or 
caa .O. carf"l&d out ia tbe r.oe of •ucb 
a dl'ye~tlt.~ of 'req~n\.1. 

to .. 
\OkODI 

rte.Ue 11od pr&.}'er b1 
ot Wa~rli)O, a pertoo•l 
r"mHJ, ••• foilowtd br 

bo~R[.~~~-£~:~~~e!0!b~~~'!! .. ~~~~d 
w\t.W fotere•~ b1 the 1arte au<lteoce. 
All t.bo membcrt of tbo family "'ere 
r:~re,a:O~~b~pt. M.rA,' R. J...eA~it.t. who h 

1.'tae oall bca.r-era •e!e H. U. S~tr1ttr. 
G. B. Van! Saua1 B. R. ltbrkl1, C. A. 
Yllec, A. Merl'tll, H. C. aemtawe.y, B. 
li. Clll.J, &bo 'Eo:rolloa Joboaoo of Wa.
terloo. Io. barroooy wi\b tho f'¥· 
Jlrol1&d., wlt~ of tbe Uto66ted, tber" 
"""• no a u.eodaooe bt uhic or tre.kr· 
o11ol orga.oiu.Uooil~ 

h btt.t been & m&tter of fn:<a.ueo~ 
eommc:ot, amou2 Mocla t a.e: wptl at 
bu8ioeu clrehts, thl\t t.he ebangc.s io 
t.be b u :sioea.a tirmt 'of tbll city in ver.r 
recent. yean bavo boeo mou. mulce<l. 
01 t..be oamos most f&tnil iAr t.bro'out. 
Lba eounty a. clozeo or ao ,yeua &)lfl, 

~et pruttuueot 'men 'o busto~u ou 
Ma.\o Street. \u (;edrr 1-.,a\la, ae:u·etly 

tbl:lr.o one or 'wo remu.ia LVd&y 1o 
bue!aest. With t.be u eepUoo 
luog .P~~ortnerahlp of Wise &. 

\'10 tlrrn bu b~Jd eo IOOR' an 
buslnt88 efl.reer as tbit o! 

MtrrUL It will b6 l.weo
Augulll\ e\oee t-be&e 
~n\0 indm~l.b bu:fi· 

wjth tbe eocnlcg 
.Or-mi. tbey bavO 

~'bO Repobl!C&D C&UO.UI Of the SOD• 

• aLe, WednasdA,,., deoid&d·defioi~,. up· l r;·:.~.~~~~·· 
oo· tho rctn·gatalu\loa· of t.be eleettve tbe t.ltn& 
Oalees oC. tbac. ¥-t. &ad oomloated tbo aamo f\Ct.lvo iuteroat i•o .,,. ,, 
Boo. Cbule~t .Be:uien. of New Yorlc, dottlll. .&.hho' oot e\ oao;y cocdoed 
f01 ecore.ta.l'y, to aUoe'eM Hoo. Wm. R. tbe.ofDco or tba lumber y&rd bo wu io 
¢.,,_, aaa: ilon. Daol.ol M. R&o&d&ll, o f toucb w!.th a U the employees, a ad S.l· 
t.odl&Daj for ~er.:eaut-at·armt to auc· wa.yt ltepl. unkr·okeD barn\ODJ' whh bu;: 

~Col • . R. J. Brtctbt. Ml-. Beooctt. ~:::·~~~~~~ i:%~~~\~0 b~:f!!.-:!h~~:: 
rec.alved 23 vo\.c& lor Soero~ar;y, 1\0d J . h&vo been eooduct.&d for so me.o.y 
s. CJa.k &OD. z·t f6&r·i by the u'me 6.rcn, 9i>ltb cc•er & 

)1\T t) t ~ di111r..ord. This I! a tdbuto &o 

· Tbe prop.~loi'a ol tbe Topeka Ceo~ ~~~i:i~~~! i:~e~~;AF~1~0':rt~~d~: 
· · i\ot ·ba.ve-·plaoe3. tbe eattre eontf'ol or •ort-br of ecnula.t.loo. H i& deAth re.

tboir- p~pcrto. 'be bt.od.a o~ Rev. Cba-.. aio•et one .wbo beld t.be esteem aod 
M . Sbeldota; &uU:t.or of t'lo fHs St.epe;' contidence or· b l's lttllow citizeas., "ad 
th:t.~ b& CD&J' try r.11d o._omplUS bts \de~8 ;~~ r~JlC~d::e.~a:l~~ ()VtrJ bu.slc&U 

·of wba.~ ·a· d&i.ly p•poi- tbould' be-. 
veot.uro ' ia eomP,&oMLt.lvol}o a. no"' Oaf!, 

• aod tbe ('~$Ul~ will be-watebe.d •ttb lu· 
te~9t.. ·rba.t. the daily pteu o f our 
Citiee c&n·be hnpro•~d.:to mont tooe, 

; io m•ni toata.ocet, •HI b& readilr ad·· 
mi~. ·bu~ ~b&~bcr »uChextre: .e t-jcw-a 
a • Mr.SbCid.OP hopot t.o ca.rrr out., wut 
be •uocO.trUl. is que•tio'iia.bla. 

1'be Sb.tlob BUUefl.eld comw1~.ton, 
• ap~t.ted. befOroe tho. approprta.ltoo 

~~.,::. iofo~UJ~l Tl&it 

Or. aod YrM:. Crouse or WUer\. 
ba.~o io.-lted A Dumber or J~odtee a 
geot.lem6o 'ofCed r.T Ftult mambel::'e 
Y.)e t:o1-dieal ftdcrahy, to ,netr p \et 
&Ot boru~ Frida.,.. D inber wm be"' 
ed a.t tivo tbtrt.y o'elo~k. 

Mr. aod Mra:F. I''. S~.T&rer,.•Dd A 
•od Mre. G. W. WbitworL-h, g•Ye 
mon dellghtrul dibur, Jut' &YeDh 
&t. the bome ol Mr. ud Mr•. W"b 
wor1.b. Twenty.four ~ues\a """' 'Pr 
eat.. Mr. aod Mra. C-.u, of Watcrh 
wt're a mOll&:' tbe oumber. Tbl• ale 
oooa, tbeu; uroe 1a.d ie.1, eo\tr\&lo a 
l•reo reooptioo. 

Mra. G. n. Pttoble• wU\ ea'-ert.l 
thirty ladles a.t • luoeb.eoo on ·Sa.\ 

u. oo~ o'clock:. 
M. 0. a r.cl Mra . :r. 

\ .,.,·enLy,.ft.•o ) ali 
ay will al{ai n on S 

a c. tb~ o'clock 
To-otglit another banquet wm 

~1\'tD by t he Mncta .bees In t heir b : 
In conoectioo with public tnRt.nJ 
tiou. · 

M r t. G. ,M·. Bell A nil M ra. H. 
WilliP.m& deli(ht..fully eol.ert.'ft.tnt-1.1 

\~:::~1°; ~?~~~~~~~~ 5c:~:f:tk ~ 
l'uc r-t'g-ular tnte-Untr of t.be Club occ 
red t.b~ it~om~ a ' t.eroooa a.t t.be b(lmt 
).! it& Fra.ocea l!ubl>eH. Tbe 5Ub 
dlvcuued . .. , ·n.ecozutrutt.ioo a& i 
ici'·:: 1A FocW5: Er'ra11d 11 l'ftnd "Bd 
• hbout. A elr_._., .bj~AI~ioQ : •foar-r 
Le.._d~r, Mrf. Ktngebury. Tb'&.' wt 
&(LerOQOD~'!lU ODC Of .raic profit , 
pleaaure ,lor tb" member• or this oJ 

b.~:tg~~~t~! a~:~ b~!~kott!! 
No. 65. a.atlet.od by t be lM1ic• of 
Eutero Stat •&• Oot\ of t.belr 1:1 

~;tob~~~0J.e:0;~~~\:C;::~o;:\be~: 
Ma.e.onfc Batt A pret.Ly o.od. tmp 
aive progu.rne w..a.& gi.,.eo 'bl' t.be 
diu, wbJch_elet.rty -re•e&h:a lba tr 
a.nd ooble pdociplea wbieb biod U 
tOC~Iber at :alii ord.er. sod locita t: 
to 1be be¥t.·aeti• ctiu lo Jlf~ . Full 
lo j;t thhe wu & fino .&olo so~oet.loc 
Mi~~:s Ma.rr Cl " rk, avd Lbeo the *'Cr' 
ot tbc ota.6tira.to e.lilll cxCe1teor. relr· 
meol&. • 

Not.withata.cdlor. t.be gl"eP.t oumt 

~=~~:i;~ k~~~ ~o:n ~~! g~~~~th 
::'::ot~~e~:~~: 0~o~~6!o~~~~~~:J 
food aod ciric.tr: ~ 

Lut. ~•coiog-,. t.b" home of Mr: 
Mre. Will Jobcsoo, 21STre:noot. e'tt 
wali t.btt accoe of qrea' mlrtb

1 
in bo 

ol tbc. birtbd~t.Y .<tooulvers.A.r.f of 
Scottl•b Robert Buroe. At. t 

lilU IJ~n, •hleh . l 
woll tow t.o a~1 

eou:uOit.tees ol leellll~ura, aod a a ked 1 ""'"'0,,.,; • ., 
•· . ~·~~a.,pproPri-~i.oo o' ·~009 for rnon· 
_ _ ._ ..:.u.mahf.i.oo tHat b&Ul~ GQ_u.Q.d. Tb.b \• 
: . :·;.. •·mor6·tDYWtiiC'ii. wo .re. bebtUd ·,omo · 

_., .·· 
. • o~·~u r' S11~r- ~tal.el. Iowa. -ia.tl largely 
·m o•tdeo:,e.. lo lbat fre&t cooWU, &oc1 
the .. cl.tl~oa or Lbut •~at.o, wiU · pta eo 
'Lhelr eodoretrn~o\ upoo a.o approprta. .. 

: I Uoo t.O .fulty xoerlted, u \be ef'dCUoo 
Ot 1tDO'Autn~bU tO comooemorate tbo 
"'• lor of . Iowans upOo "•'tt.at. b{H\Orlo 

' deld. Tb$ •leci e1a.Lure wlll, uudo~bt.
~l.Y. provido tor~· . rea.~oua.'blo re· 
quc•t. · ' 

an:tuu.u ELE<:noHs. 
' Tbere·b • (6.-lr \)rOiJ)OCL.Ol th.h •tate 
ba"'log Dieooial, ioatead or Aoouat, 
ei¢CI.totaa after 190!:. ThC.\ CODt\lt.u· 
tloual &.»eodmea\ provldtosr for the 
cbO:ut:e, wae a.J:Iprovod by \ho legiela.· 
t.uro two ye.~ora &go, a od tbe members 
or this ce~icu1 are_ln fa.•or ol it·. onl1 
orit member ot t.be ' ll-60t\tc, oppowioc-. 
Tbe amcodmeo~ •Ul bet tubto1tt.cd to • 
pfopulor 'tOte, e.od. will uodoubt.edly 
e&rry, ~· iL ,.m boa. •a.vtog ut a.bout. 
$5001000, tbat. b81Dg \b._, eui.ml\t.ed cos~ 
of e.'b election la. Iowt.. We t.biok tbe 
lcle& B. good OD&, a:od. b) addl.Dg t ·bC ~ltfz.e.n. 

a.woun t 1avod. 1.o \bo educat ional • P· tr,:;~ 1!~e:.J'~ and deeply 
propri&tion•, l.h etaiA) wUl r&cein wttb bia ro.mnr to. t.helr 
(tr&~ter be-cell"., &ad the poliUeu'n a.cd beTeo.~ement, ttllSJtios: tbat 
tho geoera.l 'outioeu community, can suste.~b~b~:i: ~~!~in:~r:'oe~:· :~~ 
ba."o & rut froro a political ~urm.oU tba.t they havot.heaeeuraucet.bo.ttbha 
eve.ry t wo jeai's. l-f'.t. ue b&v6 b)eoo.to.l Af!tletlon :Wrut permitted tn Jove and 

.· ~loet.iOD.If. ====== Ul~~i tbe&e reeoluUont be printed 
A sp&.!&l to tb&OubuquoTlmea !rom Jo t be J ourottl of t:be Mou~;e o.nd tbat 

Des Moines »y & tue&obet of the low&r ~l1t ~~i:~~~~e~c c~~~~h:~a~~nt~ 
boua.& o( t.bo legial&ture, who II lotOr· tb& bercav~CIIawtly. . 
ested ln \be norma.hchool propooitioo, C. A. W19£, '\\". L . EATON, 
h&t mAde c&:relol caavu of ~be J. li". CoLD, N~T£ W1uonT, 
&od eaye t.ba~ A ,;,&j ot'k.f of thA W~1'. To&Orlitc.u~Ommittee. 
bdrt &l'e opposed to C.be ellab'!itl»>><•otl Tbe report. ~nd rceo!u.tjooa ,vere 
ol mor-e tb&o. ooo colh!:te. read by Geo. A. Newmao, Seererary 
t.bat tho i:oa.jorhy lt aot·large, of the S enate. at~ old trfend 01 tbe de· 
ol t.be f~et tba.t. there t.ro abou~ tort;1 eeuaed, AoU Mr. Wrjgbt mo•ed tbo.t 
members who b&ve~ towcw that waot a ;~:t:~s~~~~gre~?~ a~optcd by rh•ing 
ecbool. .But a ll ot t.bete .at'& oot. •cry 

ent>bu&laat.ic, And \bore Me ~oma ol C!'~i:~d .. ~~0~1~~;~:1 t.b~H to't~::!~t~~~ 
trtroos:en merobat't ot tbe bout& uiced /or by t..tltt AlltcresolutloD 3.1 tO 
are altocr'etb~r oooosed tO the th"' ft.nnlleatloo of ll "~"~"""'unt•d•,. M 

• lB lll8TRICT COO'lLT. 

g}~~i\~~~~!o·t,.. } 
Marebten:o.l'iiOO 

Teo aU \DJI.om Cf 11'UIIf OO'II.of-1 
You 2.J'CI bOU'('lbT J:I<IUUO.c1, tb:U. ac lllltn 

otwrHin~r parporUar to be tbela-&~ wu 
Teu•.rnoat ot.V!oo• ct.ll &bepard, 4•~r 
.bAV"t nr be to t.lH•d a.y &J•d. OPCIDed uul 
,.,...~ .. "'"'"' .-. • ..-.-. ....... .... v ... ,..-. • .....,. •· 
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Frank 's education was obtained in com
mon schools before he was 15 years of age. 
He began trying lawsuits in justice courts 
in 1864, and continued to try such cases 
until 1873, when an old pioneer lawyer at 
Glenwood, Henry C. Watkins, prevailed 
upon him to read law, loaning him books 
which h e carried out to the farm home, 
and, by reading through the winter nights, 
and rainy days in the summer, was finally 
able to pass an examination and was a-d
mitted to regular pra~tice April 16, 1877. 
In 1884 Mr. Shinn conceived the idea of 
enjoining saloons. Having made an effort 
to enjoin the saloon under the statute at 
Hastings, the cour t refused him the right 
and he at once prepared House File No. 
481, Session Laws of the Twentieth Gen
eral Assembly, a. record of which will be 
found in the housejournalof the Twentieth 
General Assembly, page 295. He tried to 
get th e representatives from Mills and 
P ottawattamie counties to introduce this 
bill , and they declined to do so, bu t Capt. 
J. A. L yons, of Guthrie county, consented 
' ,,nd did, introduce the bill . 

. n h is younger days Mr. Shinn was a 
democrat, but left the party in 1880 on ac
count of prohibition. He has been an ac
tive prohibitionist, having canvassed west
ern Iowa and made thirty-two speeches 
during the campaign of 1882. He bas been 
an active worker of thE' republican party 
since that time and has been on the plat
form making speeches in the interest of 
that party every year since. He bas never 
aspired to official positions, but did, at one 
time, accept the nomination from the re
publican party and ran for state senator in 
Pottawattamie county district. The county 
was then hopelessly democratic. He was 
defeated but r an ahead of his ticket. Hav
ing had a very lucrative practice for the 
past twenty years, Mr. Shinn has accumu
lated considerable property. He owns 
valuable l ands in the Nishnabotana valley, 
besides much other property. When he 
was 14 years of age he cut his knee with a 
corn c utter in the field on which now 
stands part of the city of Marshalltown, 
and was rendered a cripple for life. 

He was married January 25, 1869, to 
Almyra Schenck, at Council Bluffs. She 
was the daughter of James A. Schenck, a 
farmer who resided near Macedonia. There 

Te born to them five children, namely: 
die, born October 28, 1869; Linnie A., 

born April 16, 1871; James A., born Jan
uary 18, 1872; Kate, born October 15, 1874, 
and Myrtle,· born October 21, 1880. James 

A. and Addie died in the fall of 1882; Kate 
married C. C. Johnson, a druggist of Car
son, and Linnie A. married I ra. R. Stitt, an 
attorney of Carson. · 

TOWNSEND, EDWARD, of Cedar Falls, 
one of the trustees of the State Normal 
school, is among the oldest settlers in 
Black Hawk county, having lived there 
since 1859. His parents wer e Elijah Town
send, who began life poor, but through 
hard work and good management as a 
farmer acquired a comfortable fortune, 
and Rosannah Downing Townsend. Both 

were English Quakers. The father died in 
1860, aged i 2 years, and the mother in 
1866; aged 72 years. 

Edward Townsend was born November 
28, 1831, in the town of La Grange, in 
Duchess county, N. Y. He was brought 
up on a farm and secured his early educa
tion at the district school. He afterwards 
attended Berkshire academy, Mass., for 
one year . Circumstances did not permit 
him to pursue his education any further. 
In May, 1859, he came to Iowa and settled 
first at Waterloo. Here he remained for 
t wo years, removing in 1861 to Cedar Falls. 
For a year he was engaged in the banking 
business, and on August 8, 1862, he en
listed as a. pr ivate in Company B, of the 
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Thirty-first Iowa infantry. He was elected 
second lieutenant, by his company, and 
Wtt.s soon afterwards promoted to the rank 
of first lielltenant. He was in the battles of 
Chickasaw Bayou, Arkansas Post and se\·· 
era.l other skirmishes, and in June, 1~6a , be 
was compelled to resign his commission on 
account of disabilities resulting from sick
ness contracted while in the service. Re
turning home he resumed his business in 
the bank and thus continued for eleven 
years, retiring in 1!:!74. In 1878 he en· 
gaged in the lumber and coal business, 
which he still continues, also dealing in 
real estate loans. 

Mr. Townsend has always been a re· 
publican and represented Black Hawk 
county in the Twenty-second and Twenty
third General Assemblies. He has also 
held several local and county offices, in· 
eluding membership in the city council, 
school board and the board of supervisors. 
He was mayor of his city in 1870- 71 and 
served as a member of the board of com· 
missioners for the erection of the State 
Soldiers ' and Sailors' monument, and has 
been trustee of the State Normal school 
since 1894. He was married October 17, 
1867, to Sarah A. Seward, who died March 
20, 1872, leaving three children, two of 
whom are living, Katherine S., born in 
1868, and Mary L., born in 1870. Mr. 
Townsend's second wife was Sarah Hunt· 
ington, of Oswego county, N.Y., whom he 
married September 26, 1878. They have 
one child, Edward H., born May 5, 1881. 

ROBERTSON, NATHAN ANDA, a prom· 
inent banker and business man of Promise 
City, Iowa, and one whose name justly be
longs among the progressive men of Iowa., 
was born on a farm one mile west of Cincin
nati, Iowa., in 1855. His father was Moses C. 
Robertson, a farmer in comfortable cir
cumstances, who emigrated to Iowa, from 
Indiana, in 1851, and settled in Appanoose 
county, near Cincinnati,entering 600 acres of 
government land, which still belongs in the 
family. His mother's maiden name was 
Streepey, and herfather, Edward Streepey, 
also came to Iowa from Indiana, in 1850, and 
located in Appa.noose county. At this 
time Iowa. was one vast prairie, only dotted 
here acd there with a few log cabins. Mr. 
Robertson 's education was received in the 
district school and in the Cincinnati high 
school. At the age of 19 he, like a. great 
many other boys, got the gold fever and 
started west to make his fortune, landing 

in Colorado and Nevada among the mines; 
but he found tba.t a boy or man with small 
means stood no better show there than else 
where. He managed, however, to pick 
up a few dollars, and after one year came 
back home and concluded that Iowa was 
good enough for any one with good hands 
and brains, who was willing to use them. 
By this time the railroad had reached 
Cincinnati and Mr. Robertson began buy
ing and shipping stock and grain, follow
ing this business for two years until the 
M., I. & N. railroad pushed on west from 
Centenil!e. He then believed Wayne 
county to be one of the best grain and 

stock counties in the state and began to 
cast about for a new location and decided 
upon Promise City, locating there in 
August, 1879, a few days ahead of the 
railroad. Time proved that his judgment 
was good. There was plenty of grain and 
stock to handle and he located buyers at 
all of the stations west on this road to 
Humeston, and by careful management 
succeeded in accumulating considerable 
money. In 1885 the business of the town 
had so grown that he concluded to open a. 
small bank as an experiment, scarcely e~
pecting that it would pay. He opene~ 1t 
as the Exchange Bank of Promise C1ty, 
with a. capital of $15,000. This be soon 
found u~able to do the business ~nd the 

I .I 

I 

1 
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operated a saw-mill. He was also engaged 
in the mercantile business for a short time 
in Floyd County, Iowa. Of late years he 
has devoted his attention to real estate 
business. He at one time owned a fine 
farm of 240 acres, about two miles south of 
Cedar Falls. In his political views Mr. 
Smith affiliates with the Democratic party. 
He is one of the oldest residents of Cedar 
Falls, and as a citizen he is highly respected. 
He has held the office of Mayor of Cedar 
Falls, and has also served as councilman. 
He is a member of the Odd Fellows order. 

~-----·~ ·~ 
M. TOBIAS, general merchant, 
was born in Schuylkill County, 
Pennsylvania, June 20, 1861, a son 

of John W. and Margaret (Markel) 
Tobias. His father wsa a farmer and 
carpenter by occupation. He died 

when our subject was six weeks old, aged 
thirty-nine years. D. M. was reared on a 
farm and received but a limited education 
in the common branches. H e was married 
June 12, 1881, to Barbara Klinger, daughter 
of David S. and Barbara (Wiest) Klit'lger, 
who were natives of Pennsylvania, the 
father of French and the mother of Ger
man descent. Mr. and Mrs. Tobias have 
had four children-Cora E., Emma J ., Min
nie I., and an infant, deceased. Mr. Tobias 
left his native State at the age of seventeen 
years, in 1878, and wen!; to Berrien Springs, 
Michigan, where he was employed on a 
farm one summer, and in the fall of 1878 he 
went to Forreston, Illinois, where he 
worked on a farm for a year. He then re
turned to his old home i!l Schuylkill County, 
P ennsylvania, remaining there till March 
22, 1882, when he went to New Ulm, Min
nesota, where he worked as a laborer some 
five months, and in August, r882, he carne 
to Black Hawk County, Iowa. After being 
with Mr. Shade two months he was vari
ously employed till February, 1884, when 

he began clerking for Mr. Daniels. In the 
following J uoe he formed a partnership 
with Mr. Daniels, and in November of the 
same year he bought the interest of his 
partner, Mr. Daniels going to Denver, 
Iowa, since which time Mr. Tobias has con
tinued the business alone. Mr. Tobias is 
tbe present postmastet- of Gresham, Black 
H awk County, successor to I. E. Bentz, A. 
W. Daniels being the first postmaster at 
that place. In politics Mr. Tobias votes 
independent of parties. He is a member of 
the R eformed Lutheran church. Mrs. To
bias, mother of our subject, is still living in 
Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania, at the 
homestead farm, being now about sixty-five 
years of age. 

DWARD TOWNSEND, senior 
member of the firm of Townsend 
& Merrill, of Cedar Falls, was 

born in Dutchess County, New Yorkt 
November 28, 1831, a son· of E.lijah 

and R osannah Townsend, his father be
ing of English descent. He was reared to 
manhood in his native State, receiving his 
early education in a district school, and 
later taking an academical course. In 1859 
he became a resident of Black Hawk 
County, Iowa, when he located at Water
loo. In 1861 he came to Cedar Falls, and 
soon after engaged in the banking business 
with J . T. Knapp, with whom he was asso
ciated for many years under the firm name 
of Townsend & Knapp. During the sum
mer of 1862 he enlisted in the late war. He 
became a member of Company B, Thirty
first Iowa Infantry, at the time of its for
mation, and on the organization of the 
company was commissioned Second Lieu
tenant, and later was promoted to First 
Lieutenant. He served with the Fifteenth 
Army Corps, Army of the Tennessee, and 
was on duty principally in 'the vicinity of 
Vicksburg. He served until June, 1863, 
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when he received an honorable discharge. 
After his discharge he returned to Cedar 
Falls, and was connected with the bank till 
1876, when he retire<..l from the firm . He 
was then engaged in the milling busi n ess 
with G. N . Miner, and in 1879 he formed 
his present partnership with A. Merrill, 
having bought out the interest of T. B. 
Carpenter, and together they have si nce 
carried on successfully their present lumber 
business. Mr. Townsend has been twice 
married. H1s first wife was Sarah Seward, 
and to this union three children were born, 
t wo of whom are yet living-Catherine and 
Mary. For his second wife he married 
Sarah Huntington, of Oswego County, 
New York, by whom he has had one child 
- E dward. In politics M r. T o wnsend affil
iates with the Republican party. H e is a 
member of the Masonic fra ternity, and is 
prominently identified with James Brownell 
Post, G. A. R., at Cedar Falls. 

W. EDGINGTON, S heriff of 
Bl<1ck Hawk County, was born 
in Hancock County, Ohio, Feb

ruary 8, 1840, the second son of 
George and Mary (Taylor) Edg 

ington, natives of Ohio and Pen n-
sylvania, respecti\·ely. The grandfathe r, 
j ohn Edgi ngton, came fro m Virginia, and 
was one of th e early settlers of Eastern 
Ohio. In 1846 W . W ., our subject, moved 
with his paren ts to Iowa , they locating in 
L inn County , where he was reared to man- j 
hood on a farm, receiving a common-school 
education in the schools of his neighbor
hood. In August, 1862, he enlisted in Com
pany B, Twenty-Fourth Iowa Infantry, and 
served three years. He participated in the 
battles of Champion Hill s, Port Gibson, 
siege of Vicksburg, and Jackson campaign. 
He was then t ransferred tu General Banks's 
comllland and was with him in the Red 

River exped it ion, after which his regiment 
was sent with several others to General 
Sheridan, in the Shenandoah Valley. He 
was then sent to G eneral Sherman, and was 
with him at the surrender of G eneral J oe 
J ohnston, after which he did garrison duty 
at Savannah, G eorgia. H e was mustered 
out in A ugust, 1865, when he returned to 
Black Hawk County, Iowa, and the same 
year began dealing in grain and agricult
ural implements which he followed till 
1878. H e was then appointed to the office 
of deputy sheriff under G eorge W . H ayz
Jett, and in r883 was elected sheri ff, assum
ing the d uties of his present office in 
J anuary, 1884. Mr. Edgington was mar
ried in r865 to Sylvia A. Rathbun, a native 
of Cedar Cou n ty, Iowa. T his union has 
been blessed with one daughter-Laura. 

-~~0~·~ 

ENRY JOHNSON, druggist, of 
Cedar Falls, is a native of Den

mark, where he was born Novem
ber r , 1837. He was reared and ed
ucated in his native country, and at 

the age of fourteen years began clerk
ing in a grocery store, which he followed 
many years. In the year 1863 h e immigrated 
to America, coming at once to Chicago, 
and in r864 en listed from that city as a mem
ber of the Twenty-first Illinois Infantry. 
H e participated in the battles of Nashville, 
Franklin, and in the Atlanta campaign, and 
other engagements of minor importance. 
After his discharge from th e ser vice in 
1866 he returned to Chicago, and for some 
time was e ngaged in the mercantile busi
ness. He came to Black Hawk County, 
Iowa, in 1870, locating at Cedar Falls where 
he was engaged in the grocery trade for 
one y ear, and in connection with his gro
cery carried on a farm. H e established his 
present drug store in 1878, which is well 
patronized, being o ne of the best in Black 
Hawk County, and a credi t to Cedar Falls. 
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