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Ringgold and Union Gounties, lowa.

CoNTAINIMS PORTRAITS OF ALL THE PRESIDENTS OF THE UNITED STATES FROM W ASHINGTON TO
CLEVELAND, WITH ACCOMPANYING BIOGRAPHIES OF EACH; A ConDENSED HISTORY OF THE
StaTE oF lows; PORTRAITS AND BIOGRAPHIES OF THE GOVERNORS OF THE TERRI-
TORY AND STATE; ENGRAVINGS OF PROMINENT CiTizENS IN RING-
Gor.D AND UNIoN COUNTIES, WITH PERSONAL HISTORIES OF
MANY OF THE LEADING FAMILIES, AND A CONCISE
History oF RiNegoLpD AND UNION
CouNTIES AND THEIR CITIES AND

VILLAGES.

THE LEWIS PUBLISHING COMPANY,

113 Apams STREET, CHICAGO.
1887.
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HISTORY OF UNION COUNTY.

influence and culture; have had good educa-
tional advantages. An older brother, William
A., came to Jowa in 1879, locating on a farm
in Louisa County. In 1883 he disposed of his
farm and returned to Ohio. A younger
brother, James H., graduated at Monmouth
College, Illinois, in 1871, and follows the
teacher's profession. He was superintendent
of the high school at Connersville for some
time. In 1885 he was called to the principal-
ship of the Afton high school. After a suc-
cessful year at that place he accepted the
superintendency of schools at Winfield, Kan-
sas. The other members of the family are
residents of Ohio.

e ——

OSEPH HATHAWAY, farmer and

stock-raiser, section 19, Douuglas Town-

ship, postoffice, Cromwell, is a son of
William M. and Elmira J. (Sellers) Hathaway,
and was born in Cass County, Indiana,in 1838.
His father is still living, but his mother died
in 1848. He was brought up to the years of
manhood upon his father’s farm. July 3,
1861, at the age of twenty-three years, he en-
listed in Company A, Twenty-sixth Indiana
Volunteer Infantry, and was in the service of
his eountry four years, six months and twenty-
four days. In the battle of Pine Grove,
December 8, 1862, he was wounded in the
left side, from which the ball was never ex-
tracted. He aleo engaged in the battles of
Vicksburg, Syerling Plantation, Louisiana,
Fort Spanish and other smaller contests.

;. Commencing in life without means other than

his physical and mental capacities, all he now
possesses he owes only to himself. In his
youth he obtained a good common-school edu-
cation. Henow hasa good farm, well equipped
with buildings and other improvements.
He came to this county in 1871. He is now
serving as assessor of his township the third
year. Before the war he was a Democrat, but
since he has been a zealous Republican. He

and his wife are prominent members of the
Christian clrurch. They were married March
24, 1864, in Cass County, Indiana. She was
Miss Eilen, daughter of Peter and Tena (Fies-
haur) Michael, and was born July 25,1841, in
Cass County, Indiana. They have had five
children—Bradford, Minnie, Charlie, Lewis
and Harry, the last mentioned being the
only one living.

=hko-

o odte
H. ROBB was one of the early pio-
neers of Union County, coming here
© in the spring of 1856, when seven
years of age, with his father’s family, who
settled two miles sonthwest of Afton on a
farm. His father died in 1864, and William,
being the oldest boy, took charge of the farm,
which he and his brothers managed success-
fully for several years.” In 1868 he started
out in life for himself, leaving the old home-
stead in charge of his brothers. With $25 in

his pocket he started West, determined to

cross the plains, which were then only trav-
ersed by wagon trains, under escort of Govern-
ment troops. He walked to Plattsmouth,
Nebraska, and from there to Nebraska City.
‘While waiting for a train to start overland, he
was offered work on a farm near that place,
and concluded to stay there that summer.
The next fall he traversed the country west
of Nebraska City, then only inhabited by set-
tlers in dug-outs along the streams, in com-
pany with a set of threshers. The threshing
season closed only when the snow became too
deep to move the heavy machinery, which was
left in the valley of the Little Blue, some
twenty miles west of Lincoln. From herehe
walked back to Nebraska City, near which
place he taught school that winter. The next
spring he was offered a situation as teacher of
one of the departments of Nebraska College,
and while here he pursued his studies, keeping
his place with the higher clasces, and, at the
same time, instructing his classes in the

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library,
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intermediate grades. From Nebraska City
he went to Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, to engage
in-the study of law. After a year's study he
was compelled on account of his health to
come back to Jowa and go on the farm 2gain.
In 1873 he married Miss Kate A. White, then
a teacher in the public schools of Creston.
Their marriage was the first one ever cele-
brated in Creston. In 1877 he purchased the
Afton 7ribune, then a Republican paper,
changed the name of the paper to /ndepend-
ent American, and the politics to National
Greenback. The paper has gradually grown
in circulation and influence, until it is now
one of the leading papers in [owa. Politically,
Mr. Robb was a born Abolitionist, his father
being a radical anti-slavery man. His first
votes were cast for the Republican ticket, but
in 1873 he joined in what was known as the
Granger movement, and took a strong stand
on the anti-monopoly question. His first
public speeches were mace this year. In 1876
he became a very active supporter of Peter
Cooper, then a candidate for President on the
National Greenback ticket, and stumped the
county for his favorite candidate. The result
of the vote surprised the old politicians, who
did not expect over 100 votes would be given
to Cooper, but the poll showed over 400
Cooper votes, and Sand Creek Township -had
been carried by a sweeping majority. From
this time on ¢ Billy ” Robb became an im-
portant factor in Union County politics. In
1880 he moved his paper from Afton to
Creston. In 1884, after a fierce contest, he
was elected alderman from the Second Ward,
and in the fall of 1885 he was elected as
member of the Twenty-first General Assembly
of Towa, after a political contest that will long
be remembered as one of the most bitter and
virulent that had ever taken place in Union
County. As a member of the Legislature the
records show that he took a prominent partin
all discussions on bills of importance, and he
was the author of several measures which
received marked attention from the press and

people. Chief among the measures introduced
by him was the bill to prohibit non-resident
aliens acquiring title to real estate in Iowa.
This was one of the first bills of this charac-
ter ever discussed in a Western Legislature,
and it received prominent mention and discus
sion in the editorial columns of the metropol-
itan papers of New York, Chicago and Kansas
City. It passed the lower branch of the
Assembly by an overwhelming majority, but
was defeated in the Senate. Mr. Robb is still
the editor and proprietor of /[ndependent
American.
- = O

PrAMES RYAN, machinist, residing on
O section 9, Highland Township, is a na-
tive of Scotland, born in Edinburgh,
September 17,1843. His father, James Ryan,
was a native of London, England, and in the
childhood of our subject returned to his na-
tive country. James, Jr., was reared in Lon-
don, and was well educated, attending the
National School of St. Mary’s, Southwark
District. After leaving school he learned
‘the trade of a machinist, and in 1864 went to
Bulgaria and worked at his trade in Rustchuk
three years under the railway contractor, De’
Brasse. He then went to Constantinople,
and worked in the Government gun factory
two years. In 1869 he went to Smyrna, in
Asia Minor, where he was employed in the
‘railway shops six months, and then returned
to London, and in the fall of 1870 came to
America, and worked for the Grand Trunk
& Great Western Railway, in Canada, from
1871 until 1875. In 1876 he was sent to the
Centennial Exposition, at Philadelphia, by
the Canadian Government, to superintend the
agricultural hall of the Canadian department.
In 1877 he moved to Detroit, Michigan, and
in 1878 to Iowa, and located at Creston, and
since then has been in the employ of the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, ran-
ning the brass lathe in the machine shop.
Mr. Ryan has been twice married. His first

D

Irce: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.




IOWA

Its H&story and Its Foremost
Citizens

ILLUSTRATED

VOLUME III

CHICAGO

THE S J. CLARKE PUBLISHING COMPANY
: 1916 !

2/072

! &

Sourge: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
f




1798 Iowa: Its History and Its Foremost Citizens

biought amplé returns to himself but met the warm approval of those with whom he
was associated. '

On the 18th of June, 1872, Mr. Hutchinson was united in marriage to Miss
Clara Hogin, a daughter of John C. and Christiann (Richards) Hogin, who were
natives of Indiana and Ohio respectively. Mrs. Hutchinson was born in Danville,
Indiana. Subsequently the family located at Sigourney, Iowa,.where John C.
Hogin died at the age of sixty-three years, while his wife passed away in 1903,
when seventy-five years old. James L. Hogin, the paternal grandfather of Mrs.
Hutchinson, was a native of Delaware. He removed to Danville, Indiana, where
he engaged in the merchandise business, later continuing in the same line at Sigour-
ney, Iowa. He died at the age of seventy-five years. To Mr. and Mrs. Hutchinson
were born four children as follows: Zel H., a lumber and box manufacturer of
St. Paul, Minnesota, who married Miss Sarah Shaw and is the father of two sons,
Willis and Harry; Harry H., a lumberman of Kansas City, Missouri, who married
Margaret Guthrie and has one son, Harry H., Jr., and one daughter, Marion
Francis; Ida, at home; and Julia E., who. married Ralph L. Harding, a civil
engineer with the Manila Railroad Company in the Philippine Islands, by whom
she has a daughter, Julia Elizabeth.

Mxr. Hutchinson gave his political allegiance to the republican party and,
although not a seeker for official honors, ably served for more than a decade as a
member of the city school board. His religious faith was indicated by his member-
ship in the Baptist church, in which he served as deacon and to which his widow
also belongs. His interest outside of his business and his home was in religious
work. He was president of the Iowa Baptist state convention for several years and
acted as superintendent of the Sunday school of his church for sixteen years. A
life of such unselfish service could not have been without its reward in the respect
and honor of his fellow citizens, and it was therefore that his death came as an
irreparable loss not only to his immediate family but to the many who had learned
to know and love him.

WILLIAM H. ROBB.

!

William H. Robb, postmaster of Creston, has long been known as an influential

resident of Union county and his section of the state. As a journalist, as-an official

and as a public-spirited citizen, he has contributed largely to the general good by the
efforts he has put forth along the lines of advancement and improvement. He was
born in Lycoming county, Pennsylvania, December 25, 1847, a son of Henry Robb,
who was of Irish descent, although the family was established in America in colonial
days, representatives of the name aiding in winning independence for the nation
during the Revolutionary war. Henry Robb was also a native of Pennsylvania and
there learned the carpenter’s trade in early manhood. He brought his family to
Iowa in 1856, settling near Afton in Union township, Union county, where he entered
a tract of government land and also purchased other property adjoining. His close
attention to his farm work, his intelligently directed efforts and progressive methods

made him one of the leading agriculturists of the county. In addition to cultivating .
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lTowa: Ity History and Its Foremost Citizens 1799

the cercals best adapted to soil and climate he engaged in raising cattle and horses

and iu teeding sheep. He coutributed also to the moral progress of the community.

organizing what was probably the first Sunday scliool iu the county at Highland.

tlis veligions belict was indieated in his membership in the Episcopal chureh.  His '
carly political support was given to (e whig party and upon its dissolution he joined

the ranks ot the new vepublican party. which was formed to prevent the further

eylension of slavery, of which he was o wmost stalwart opponent. He voted for

Fremont and never hesitated to give active aid to the party throughout his remain

g days. He died in the spring of 18614, while his wife reached the advanced age

of cighty-five vears, passing away in June, 1905,  [n her maidenhood she was Mar- 5
aaret Ann Harris, a native of Pennsylvania, and of Scoteh descent. She. too. held
mewbership in the Episcopal chureh, but as there. was no organization of that de-

nomination in Unjon county she joined the Methodist chureh.

Williaon H. Robb is one of a family of six children and at the age of nine vears
ho eatne with his parents to Lowa, meeting the usual experiences of farm life, his
time being divided between the work of the fields and the acquirement of a country
seliool cducation.  Fle afterward pursued his studies in the Nebraska City College
and through five winter terms followed the profession of teaching.  He afterward
entered upon the study of law in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, but later returned to
the home farm in Towa to assist his widowed mother.  His time was thus passed until
1876, when he beenme identified with uewspaper publieation and established the
Independent Xmerican at AMton in the spring of 1877, A vear later he removed the
plant to Creston and in 1893 Lo hegan the publication of the Morning American.
of wineh he is still owner and editor. The business was incorporated in 1805 and
s new conducted by the Independent Ameriean Publishing Company. A daily and
sore-weekiy editions are issued trom the presse the former being o six colunn
quarto and the Iatter wn cight column folio. The paper is demoeratic in political
complexion and has an extensive cirenlation and large advertising patronage. M.
Rohb has miade the Morning Awcevican one of the leading papers of Towa outside
ot the Barger eities and fie has o wide acquaintanee among the newspaper publishers
aothe states He never Lesdoros to express Lis convietions upoun any vital problemns
bt s wot hasty an torming his judgments, carefully weighing the evidencee on each
iede

Mr. Kobb was united in mavriage ju 1872 to Miss Catherine Ao White, theivs
bong Hhe first wedding celebrated in Creston, Mree, Robb was o daughter of Mes.
Voncrva White, whose busband died in Pennsylvania. after which <he brought her
fanuly to Towa in 1867, establishing her home in Afton. Mr. and Mrs. Robh Decam
the paronts of tive elnldren:_Alice. now deceased : Jt'”\\it‘. the wife of Willianmy M.
Fialand, o court reporter of Osceola. Towa: Ceeil Bothe wite of Fdward K. Mil-
it who s in the auditor’s othee of the Union Pacific Railroad Company at Owmia
be o Hoeey s oo merehant of Napee Tdshos o] William Gladstoge. who is with Tis
sratlier Havevo Havine Tost his tirst wite in 18030 Mro Robb was maeried in 1896
o Alas T MW Thite, who was born near Stpowrneys Towad in 183670 o daughtor of

Flor, Prod B AW hite. tormer mewbor of congress trom the sixth Town distriel. and

o o farmer aond stock paiscr ot Keokuk county, To the sccond warringe bas heen
oy danahter. Rosabimd Ruoth.
19
Mooand Mrso Robb Tiold mambership in the Fopiscopal churelin shich Lo hias
fitod rine othee ol trastee, sceting ss chairmuan ot the board,  He has held oficial

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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position in the Elks lodge and is a member of the Odd Fellows. His work in behalf
of democracy has been beneficially resultant to the party. "He has served as a mem-
ber of the city council at Creston, was for one season first assistant clerk in the
lower house and twice has represented his district in the general assembly. While §
a candidate for congress against Colonel Hepburn he succeeded in greatly reducing
the usual republican majority, receiving a large and complimentary vote which
indicated how high was his standing with his many friends in his district. He served
for three terms as clerk of Creston and on the 10th of March, 1914, he was ap-
pointed postmaster, which position he is now acceptably filling. The duties of
the office are promptly and systematically discharged and his public and private
life alike commend him to the confidence and goodwill of his fellow townsmen. He
is a man of fine personal appearance, genial and jovial in social circles, aggressive
and persistent in politics, resourceful and energetic in business.

CHARLES ENFIELD, M. D.

Beautiful and hallowed is the memory of Dr. Charles Enfield, beloved physician
and public-spirited citizen of Jefferson, whose many manly qualities and broad
sympathy endeared him to all with whom he came in contact. He was born in
Galway, Ireland, August 21, 1841, and had reached a far point on life’s journey
when he was called to the home beyond, being then nearly seventy-three years of
age. His early educational advantages were soméwhat limited, although he attended
for a time a sectarian school of the Church of England in Galway and was confirmed
in the Episcopal faith. He started in the business world as an apprentice to an
apothecary, with whom he remained for some time, but the habits of his employer,
who was inclined to drunkenness, caused him to leave that service and he sailed for
America, attracted, as were hundreds of other young men, by the reports which he
heard concerning the opportunities of the new world. He was not disappointed
in conditiens which awaited him here and became one of the most loyal and public-
spirited citizens. '

On the day that Fort Sumter was fired upon Dr. Enfield landed at New
York. At that time he had less than fifteen dollars in his pocket and determined to
enlist in the army, joining the First New York Infantry Regiment, which soon
afterward left for Virginia. In one of the early engagements in which he par-
ticipated he was captured and sent to Libby prison. A Confederate surgeon in

* charge there soon learned of Dr. Enfield’s experience with the apothecary and the
study that he had made of medicine and he was assigned to duty as assistant to
the surgeon in care of the Union prisoners. He was in the prison at the time when
a considerable number dug a tunnel through which they effected their escape-
He knew of this plan and, in fact, carried messages from man to man concerned
in the effort. Because of his work with the Confederate surgeon, however, he was
granted large privileges and declined to join the party seeking their liberty, believ-
ing that he had a better opportunity of being liberated in another maunner. When al
exchange of prisoners was made not long afterward he was released and retumedf. e
to his regiment, but almost immediately was detailed to act as steward in an 81‘“"Y
hospital at Baltimore. While thus engaged he acquired wide knowledge of surgery

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des
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which has meant so much in placing this state in the front rank of

the sisterhood of this republic. It was but fitting that one so ‘en-.

dowed and thus identified should honor and be honored by his coun-
ty with a seat in the Iowa legislature.

His was the honor and his the privilege to contribute to the twen-
ty-seventh general assembly in his unassuming dignity the impress
of his character and ability upon the state.

He was learned, evidenced not by diplomas from academic halls
but evidenced rather by that legible handwriting of his Maker stamped
upon his countenance and proclaimed naturally and unintentionally
through his speech and eevry day intercourse with his fellow-men.
His education limited to the opportunities afforded by the schools
of pioneer days bears testimony to the efficiency of that school sys-
tem which has for its object as the word itself implies the leading
out and development of that which is best in man. He was a student
of nature, a student of history, an honored and honorable lover of
both.

In private life and public service he was honored and loved by
all who knew him best. His life and labors rank among the Iastmg
contmbutmns to his county, his state and his mnation.

Resolved, That in his death 'we have lost a worthy citizen, an honor-

able former member of this House, one whose life is worthy of ex-'

- amplification by us whose duty it is to faithfully discharge the re-
sponsibility of citizenship; and be it further
Resolved, That these resolutions in memoriam be printed in the journal
of the House and that the Chief Clerk be directed to forward an en-
grossed copy to the family of the deceased.
W. E. GILTNER,
iS. W. KLATUS,
Geo. W. CROZIER,

Chairman.
Adopted Marqh 6, 1917,

HON W. H. ROBB.

MR. SPEAKER—Hon. W. H. Robb, was born on December 25, 1847
in Unmn county. He was reared on a fa‘rm in that county. He later
taught school there.

He graduated from the college of la'w at the Iowa State Umver-‘

sity, but never practiced his profession. He became u}Ba:ested im
the paper business and published what was known as the ‘Daily
Morning American.” This was a leading detﬁbéfatic paper in the
state.

The subject of thls sketch was united in marriage to Ida ‘White,
daughter of Hon. Fred White. To this union six children were born.

He was called to many offices of trust. He served as member of
the twenty-first and twenty-second general assemblies of the state of
Towa. :
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he Wilson administration, which

He was appointed postmaster under t
ealth failed following a stroke

position he held for two years. His h

of paralysis and he was forced to resign.
His every day home life was such that his children rise up and

call him blessed. On September 19, 1916, he passed to his reward on
the other shore.

He was honored and loved and respected
the confidence and admiration of all who knew him.

‘Whereas, in his death the county and state have lost a W

honorable citizen,
Be It Resolved, That we hereby extend to the relatives and friends

our. tribute of respect; and be it further
Resolved, That these resolutions of respect be printed in the -journal
of the House and the Chief Clerk be directed to forward an en-

grossed copy to the family of the deceased.

by his neighbors and had

orthy and

J. W. COAKLEY,

WM. BECKER.

Geo. W. CROZIER,. .
Committee.

Adopted March 19, 1917.

HON. LEMUEL DWELLE.

MR. SPEAKER—Your committee appointed to prepare suitable' resolu-
tions commemorating the life and work of the Hon. Lemuel Dwelle,
late of Worth county, Iowa, beg leave to report the followmg mem-
orial:

Lemuel Dwelle was born in Washington county, New York,- August
16, 1824 and passed away at his home in Northwood Iowa, Febru-
ary 8, 1917. He was married to Miss Hattie Edwards of East Troy,
Wis., the 30th of December 1875, who is now left to sorrow for the
one loved and “not lost but gone before.”

The only child born to this union died in infancy.

Mr. Dwelle settled in Worth county in 1856, purchasing several
hundred acres of land and platting the town of Northwood, now the

county seat of Worth county.
He was elected to membership in the House of Representatives in
te in the 16th and 17th

the 11th general asembly and to the Sena
general asemblies.

The deceased became a member O
Towa, in 1865 and was at the time of his
Mason in the state of Towa.

Although he had lived 22 years past the alloted time of man, he.
continued to manage his large financial interésts to the very last.

Mr. Dwelle was a charter member of the Northwood Baptlst chmrch
and was what the name Christian implies in its highest and noblest

sense.

¢ the Mdsonic order in Osage,
death the third oldest

— SR S S A e G
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party. Mr. Witmer was of the character and quality of a states-
man. He was truly a successful man of affairs. He bad an exten-
sive and favorable acquaintance among public men, including those
in political, business and financial circles.

WiLLiAM CrAIG WILCOX was born at Pittsfield, Massachusetts, Jan-
uvary 16, 1867, and dicd at Iowa Cily, Iowa, October 5, 1916. Ile re-
ceived his elementury education at Pittsficld, attended high school
at Batavia, New York, the University of Rochester, and won a two
years' fellowship in political science at the University of Chicago.
He was professor in Mount Beacon Academy, Fishkill, and at Mount
Pleasant Acadewmy, Sing Sing. In 1894 he came to the State Uni-
versity of Iowa as professor of history, became head of the depart-
ment in 1904 and dean of the College of Liberal Arts in 1909, which
position he still oceupicd at the time of his death, He received the
degree of A. I, at Rochester, New York, in 1888 and A. M. in 1891,
LL. D. from Coc College, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, in 1910 and the
same degrce from Rochester in 1913, Dean Wilcox was
a prominent member of the American Historical Association, the
American Geographic Society, the Mississippi Valley Historical As-
sociation, and the Iowa State Historical Society. He was an active
worker in the Congregational church and closely associated with the
development of extension work in the University, for some years
acting as secretary of the Extension Division. He was an important
factor in the growth and administration of the University.

WiLLiam H. RoBB was born in Union County, Iowa, December 25,
1847, and died at his home at Creston, September 19, 1916. He
spent his boyhood on a farm and attended common school. He taught
several terms of school in early life. IIe studied law but never en-
tered active practice. In 1877 ke purchased the Affon Tribune, then a
Republican paper, changed its name to Jndependent American, and its
politics to Greenback. In 18S0 he moved his paper to Creston. His
first wife having died he married Miss Kate A. White, then a teacher
in the Creston schools and a daughter of Hon. Fred White of Keo-
kuk County. In 1884 he was elected member of the city council
and in 1885, after a remarkably bitter campaign, was elected repre-
sentative and was re-clected two years later, serving in the Twenty-
first and Twenty-sccond general assemblics. While in the legis-
lature he was the author of a bill to prohibit non-resident aliens
from acquiring title to land in Iowa, which attracted attention all
over the country. He was appointed postmaster at Creston in 1914.
e was a newspaper man and politician of prominence and in-
fluence.
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William H. ROBB (AFN: 1MOR-L4F) Pedigree
Sex: M Family
Event(s)

Birth: 25 Dec 1847
., Pennsylvania
Death: 19 Sep 1916
Creston, Union, lowa
Burial:
Graceland Cem, Creston, Union, lowa

Parents
Father: W. H. ROBB (AFN: 1MOR-L21) Family
Mother: Margaret POTT (AFN: 1MOR-L37)

Marriage(s)
Spouse: Katherine A. (Kate) WHITE (AFN: 1MOR-LOL) Family

Marriage: 12 Apr 1871
, Union, lowa
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