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534 HISTORY OF TAYLOR COUNTY 

A native of the Hawkeye State, he has watched with interest the work of prog­
ress and advancement which has been going on within its borders during the 
period over which his life record has extended and has witnessed the introduc- . 
tion of many improvements which have served to promote the modern civiliza­
tion that has so steadily but rapidly replaced the customs of pioneer days in this 
growing commonwealth. He can remember when the Creston & Hopkins branch . 
of the railroad was built and as a boy of twelve carried water for the graders. 
He has seen Bedford emerge from villagehood and many of the .finest farming 
properties in Taylor county developed from raw prairie lands, and in this work 
of transformation he has taken an active part, having, throughout the period of 
his residence here, been closely identified with the interests of the county, his · 
influence ever being upon the side of progress, advancement and improvement. 
He is well known throughou't the community, being popular with a large circle 
of warm friends, and his many excellent traits of character have made him 
~.:mored and respected wherever known. 

CLAYTON M. PASCHAL, M. D. 

The medical profession of · Taylor county finds a worthy and competent r:ep­
resentative in Dr. Clayton M. Paschal, a physician · and surgeon of Bedford. 
He was born in Louisa county, Iowa, September ·r3, 1854, and is one of the five 
children of Albert G. arid Mary Jane (Getts) Paschal, both of whom were na­
tives of Ohio. The former was a son of Joseph Paschal, who was likewise born 
in the Buckeye State and was of Scotch-Irish descent. He was one of the pioneer 
Methodist ministers of Iowa and for a considerable period devoted his life to the 
work of the ministry, doing everything in his power to advance the cause of the 
church during the period when Iowa was in its primitive development. He was 
also a member of the famous Graybeard Regiment at the time of the Civil war, 
acting as its chaplain. He died soon after the close of hostilities between the 
north and the south and his wife's death resulted from typhoid fever when she 
was about forty-five years of age. They had quite a large family, including 
Albert G. Paschal, who was reared in Ohio and followed farming in young man­
hood. He came to Iowa in r834 and located first near Burlington. In 1849, 
attracted by the discovery of gold in California, he crossed the plains to- that 
state in search of the precious metal and went through many of the experiences 
common to the miner in that formulative period of western history. In r853 
he returned to Iowa and took up a claim in Monroe and Lucas counties. There 
he was married and resided until r87r, when he removed to Melrose, where he 
engaged in banking and general merchandising, being thus connected with the 
financial and commercial interests of the town until his death, which . occurred 
in rgoo when he was seventy-two years of age. He was a member of the board 
of supervisors and a man of considerable local influence and prominence. He 
wedded Mary Jane Getts, a daughter of Jacob Getts, who was a native of Penn­
sylvania and was of German lineage. Her father became one of the early settlers 
of Ohio and subsequently was a pioneer in the eastern part of Iowa. He was an 
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expert blacksmith and lived in Columbus City, Iowa, where he conducted a 
smithy for a long period. He died there when more than eighty years of age, 
while his wife was about eighty-two years of age at the time of her demise. They 
had a large family, including four or five sons who were soldiers of the Civil 
war. Their daughter, Mary]., became the wife of Albert G. Paschal and, sur­
viving her husband for three years, passed away when about seventy-one years 
of age. Both were members of the Methodist church. Their family included 
two sons and three daughters, as follows: Clayton M., of this review; Anna, the 
wife of James A. Payne, of Lacona, Iowa; Getts A., a resident of Melrose; Lois 
M., who died in young womanhood; and Pink, who is the widow of J. E. Van:.. 
winkle and makes her home in Colorado Springs, Colorado. -

Dr. Paschal spent his boyhood days in Monroe county and began teaching 
school at the age of sixteen, following that profession for five years. Not con­
tent with the educational opportunities which he had hitherto received, he at­
tended Wesleyan University at Mount Pleasant. He never regarded teaching 
as his permanent life work but merely as an initial step to other professional 
labor and as soon as opportunity offered he matriculated in the College of Phy­
sicians and Surgeons at Keokuk, from which he was graduated with the class 
of 1875. He afterward pursued a special course in the Chicago Medical School 
in 1882. He began 'practicing medicine in r875 at old Hawleyville, Page county, 
Iowa, where he remained for aliottt eight years and in 18g:> he came to Taylor 
county, practicing at New Market until 1893. In that year he arrived in Bedford, 
where he ha·s since successfully follow~d his profession, receiving recognition of 
his ability in the liberal patronage which is accorded him. He k«;!eps abreast with 
the trend of modern thought regarding ~professional problems' and is interested . ;{.: 
in everything which tends to' brin~(~o n1an· the key to the complex mystery which 
we call life. · Aside from .hi·s prdf~~'si o'~ ·):\ ~ has a gratifying sout;ce of revenue in 

·. two fine fanps in Taylor county;'. qne :6l •~e.ighty acres and the other of one hun­
dred and sixty acres. : He also oW:n:s.' . .iri.;Ah terest in a ranch of J~urteen hundred 

.. ... · ~·. ·;:.:'>i:,:;.:';..--.--~~ ~ ,- :. o; ... ' 

acres near 1' ort Morgan, Colorado:!;~;c:.:Jf.f"; :.· · · 
' . ··,:•,. _: __ ~::,· .... ~:·!~~!)": ':.'''. : . . 

. In 1876 Dr. Paschal was m~rrie&; tq ·,::M:'iss Mabel Bean, a daughter of Joel 
, (lnd Cecelia . Bean: Mrs. Pasch~~ ;;\y~'s b8B} in Montgomery county, Iowa, while 
her father was a native of New.Hampshire and her mother of New York. Re­
moving westward, they became e;:trly settlers of Montgomery county. Unto Dr. 
and Mrs. :Pa'schal have. been born -two sons .: Beryl E., a merchant of Ingersoll, 

. Oklahoma, who married Edna E~~ns and has two sons, George Albert and Robert 
George; and Karl B., who marriecfDor~thy Bedell, and has a daughter, Marian, 
and who is a dentist of Bedford. : 

Dr. and Mrs. C. M. Paschal · are members of the Baptist church and are 
prominent socially in the community. The Doctor belongs to Taylor Lodge, A. F. 
& A. M., Triangle Chapter, No. 68, R. A.M. ; Bedford Lodge, No. 91, I. 0. 0. F., 
in which he has filled all of the chai~;s ; the Knights of Pythias lodge; and 
the Modern 'Woodmen camp. His political allegiance is given to the republican 
party and he served as county coroner for a· number of years, while in r888 he 
was elected to the Iowa legislature and served for two terms. Professionally 
he is connected with the Taylor County Medical Society, the Iowa State Medical 
Society and the American Medical Association. He is a man whose interests 

:' · .. 
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constitute well-balanced forces in his life, making his a well-rounded character. 
He has sought his succ~ss· not by any devious methods but by close adherence to 
the· profession which he has chosen as a life work and his determination and 
energy have gained him a place among the substantial residents of the county. 

JOHN HILL. 

John Hill, who by his nt!~erous friends Is familiarly called Jack, is the owner , 
of e:ctensive farming interests in Taylor county, his possessions embracing four . 
htindred ci.nd eighty :acres, located in Grove township on sectioo 4· He was born in' . 
Soinersetshire, England, M~rc.h 23, 185o, and when 'a little lad of five years wa$ :: 
taken by his parents to South Swanza, a seaport town in S~uth wales. He was 
there reared to the age ~f elght:~en, during which period he acquired his education , 
in the conunon schools ;J.nd thio~gh :the periods of vacation worked ~n his father's .ii · 
truck farm. His advantag~s, · in 'his :youth, however, were somewhat limited and ;.. . 
he 1s largely a self-educated man . . When eighteen ye~rs of age, . belie;1ng that ... ~ .. ; .... 
he might enjoy better oppor~unitie~ on this side the Atlanti~, he set sail for Amer- :; . ·. , . ·. 
ica, landing in the new world in February, 1868. He spenf a short ,time in Port:: r( 
land, Maine, but soon s'pught a home farther west, joun1eying to· Chicago. From·~.:. . . ' . . 
that city he made his way to Warren county, Illinois, and worked . for a time as i .. 
farm hand near Galesb,urg. He then returned to Chicago, being there in 1871,··. ~' 
at the time of the memorable fire. For a time he was employed as a conduCtor on . 
the street cars and later fc;>r about a year acted as solicitor and delivered for a 
meat market. He became so well versed in this partiCular branch of business that 
he was later made salesman artd buyer, being accounted a man of good judgment 
in making pun:hases in the wholesale markets. After abqut three years spent in 
that business he returned once more to Warren county and again took up farm-
ing. It was while making his home in Warren county that he was married, Janu-
ary 23, 1873, to Miss Lucy E. Franklin, who was there born and reared, a daughter 
of John Franklin, a pioneer of that county. 

Following his marriage Mr. Hill located on a farm of eighty acres in Warren 
county. After a year he removed to another farm of one hundred and sirty acres, 
where he spent a similar period and then removed to a still larger place, this tract 
comprising two hundred acres. He spent five years on the latter farm and then, 
believing that the rich and undeveloped soil of Iowa might prove more remunera­
tive, in r88o he made a trip to Taylor county and bought one hundred and sixty 
acres of land on section 4, Grove township, this constituting a portion of his pres­
ent acreage. A year later, in 1881, he removed his family to Iowa ·and taking up 
hiS: abode on his newly acquired farm, has since made it his home. It. however, 
today bears little resemblance to the place when he first took possession. At that 
time there was a crude dweliing and but few other improvements on the farm. 
It seemed a hard task that was presented to Mr. Hill but with undaunted energy 
and a courageous spirit he took up his work and although many years passed be­
fore he brought the place to its desired condition, he kept adding to his holdings 
and making further improvements, until it is now one of the most valuable farms 
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