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!Lhey walked on together,
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Wm, M. McBFarland, [ounier of the
Chronlele and ex-Secretary of State of
Towa, dropped dead at the Tnion Depot
at St Paul, Mionnesota, at 11:2)
Saturday evening., Ho had accompuni-
ad o purty of tand scekery to Canada,
and had reached Minneapolia on  hig
roturn, lo company with s Mr. Moun
ne gtepped off the train at Minnes polisg
and tho train went on, leaving him.
Thuoy teok a street ear to St. ’aul, and
srrived theres two or three minutes
shead of leaving thme of their train,
but hud severa) blocks to make before
getting to tne sgtation. Mr. McPar-
land, who was without lugeage and did
not wesr s coat, ran s little loss than
two blocks. Hedid not run rapidly,
and Mr. Moon, who was sahead saw
that they would have plenty of time for
their train and weaited for } 'm, and
Suddenly
Mr. McFarland foli, and died withous
& struggle and evidently without pain,
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Mr. McFarland was born in Posey
county, Indisns, April 1, 1848, When
8lx yeurs of age the family moved to

Van Buren county scttling on u farm
near Birmingham.
they moyed to Mt Pleasant, lowa,
where he graduated from the Jowa
Woesleyun University with the degree
of B. A., in 1873  After his gradustion
o wos cogoged two verrs ag §
of mathematics in & college at Napa
City, Cailornis. While there
admlitted to the bar,

Teon years later
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ne was
In I[85 he came

to Brooklyn, Tows, aud founded the
Chronicle which he edited in connec-
tlon with bis law practice untll 1884,

and to make "iis legsi training more
thorough he took the law course at the
Stute University at lown Clty, gradust
fog In 1880,  He wasmmarried April 9,
1879, In Grace M. K. chureh, to Migs
Florence Conaway, daughter of Dr,
Joho and Mary 1. Consway, who witt.
the two children, ’\'Ilss Frances M-
fariand and Miss Wilne Mcelariand
survive. In 1880 Mr. McFarland mov-
ad to Istherville, Towa, and continued
tiie practico of law  Later he bacuine
editor of the Estherville Vindicwtor,
[n 1887 he was elected from that place
to the legislature. e seryed two
terms and in 1850 was the republican
nominee for soccretary of state. His

gislators Colledtion éompiléd byoltmtesrsiand staffrat

ty-third nesemolics had made him well

ascquaioted with state sffairs, He re-

(RIS SR DR AR

":..';:.-..v:,aazn, “W “ﬁ B AR

m}i"i#”ﬂ‘%ﬂ‘ﬂ BRIGEGOBEETH & 1 7 A5,

{ Personal Tiems |

Dy,
Ladora, Monday.

A i

Miss Lulu #'rease spen
her parents here.

t

Friaquy with

Mr. and Mres, Chas. Swency returned
from Marengo, Tuesday,

Mrs.
last week in De p Rlver.

Mrs, Blanche Anger. of Victor,
Sunday with her parente here.
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Cass Hall wishes to thank the
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to hi Io hid late bereavement,
R. [ & P. Quilway Co., have re-
1 rr*»8 to Colfax on sccount of
b raining Scheol, August lst
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e did wot ranidly,
and Mr, Moon, who waes shead saw
that they would have plenty of time for
their traln and for 1 'm, and
"they walked oo together. Suddenly
e, MeFarland foll, and died without
& struggio and oyidently without puain.

Mr. McIfarland was born in Posey
county, Indigna, April 1, 1844, When
slx years of age the family moved to

Iey

than
run

waited

Vean Buren county setiling on w farm
nesr Birmingham. Ton years later
they moyed to Mt Pleasant, Jowa,
whore he gradusted from the lown

Wosleyan University with the degree
of B. A, in 1873 After hir gradustion
e was cogoged two venrs as Profossor
of mathematics in a college et Napa
City, Caifornia. While there he was
admltted to the bar. Tn [875 he came
to Brooklyn, Towa, and founded the
Chronicle which he edited in connec-
tion with bis law practice until 1884,
snd to make "iis lagsi training more
thorourh be took the law course at the
Stute University at lown City, graduat
ing 1o 1880, He was married April 4,
1879, in Grace M. 2. church, to Miss
Florence Conaway, daughter of Dr,
John and Mery 5. Conaway, who witt:
the two children, Miss Frances Me-
Fariand ead Miss Wiliea McPariand
survive. In 1880 Mr. McFarland mov-
ed to Kstherville, Tows, an¢ continued
the practice of law  Later he became
editor of the Estherville Vindicator,
[n 1887 be was elected from that place

to the legisiature. He served two
terms and in 1850 was the republican

nomines for secretary of state. His
gervice in the twenty-second and twen-
ty-third aesembdlies had mmade him well
scquaioted with state affuirs., He re-
mained in the offics of secretary of
etate for the cnstomary three torms
retiviny in 1897,

His body was bronoht te Brooklyn
for burial Monday, July 17, 1905, and
was buried from the M, & church on
the following day. WHis former college
mafe snd pastor, Rev., Wlilson, and his
brother, Dr. J, I Mclarland, Cor-
responding Secretary of the Methodist
Sunday School Union, were present
and made litting remarks. e was
buried in the Odd Fellow cemetery,
His [uneral notice appesrs in the last
sumber of the thirtieth volume of this
paper which he founded.

He is remembered here 85 & young
may of character, ability and great
unergy. The beroaved famiiy havothe
sympethy of .the entire eommunlity.
slators Collection-compiled-by-volunteers and staff at the
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Mra., Luther Niswander visited {rom
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CHAPTER 1

q 1. J. Holmes

( 0. F. Dorrance

early history. She was married to Orange
Fuller Dorrance, dry goods merchant
and later president of Poweshiek County
Savings Bank. After her sudden death of
pneumonia at age 55 in 1906, O. F.
moved away; he died in 1924.

Freeman Conaway, only son of John
Conaway, was editor of the Brooklyn
Chronicle for 13 years. He became lowa
State Printer in 1894, and was secretary
of the lowa Commission to the Louisiana
Purchase Exposition in St. Louis in
1903-04. In later years he was editor of
newspapers in Ames and Mason City,
and secretary to the Cedar Rapids Chamber of Commerce. He died in 1923.

Florence Conaway McFarland, daughter of John Conaway, was a juvenile probation officer
in Des Moines in the years around 1910: she was married to William McFarland, who was the
Chronicle’s first editor, and served as lowa Secretary of State, 1890-97.

Dr. C. D. Conaway, brother of John Conaway, came to Brooklyn in 1867. He studied med-
icine under his brother and after a year’s formal schooling in Ohio, returned to Brooklyn to
become a partner with him in 1869. He had been a classmate of General George Custer when
they were both young hoys in Ohio.

The Coon Family — Andrew L. Coon came to Brooklyn in 1861 from Indiana; he had a har-
ness shop and ran the Brooklyn Hotel on East Des Moines Street for a year before purchasing a
farm north of town. He retired and moved to a house on north Jackson in 1908. His 10 children
included George, a local contractor and carpenter; Charles, a farmer of the
family homestead; and Estelle, an 1891 BHS graduate and rural
school ‘teacher who served 23 years as Poweshiek County
Superintendent of Schools. She was Brooklyn postmistress for 15
years; she died in 1963.

Cummings, Bradish — A dry goods and grocery store
owner, he came to the area in 1855. He was a charter member
and first ruling elder of Brooklyn Presbyterian Church; died
in 1881. At least four of his descendants taught in the

Brooklyn schools. His daughter, Mary Frances, was one of the

earliest teachers in the first schoolhouse; his granddaughters,
Dora and Margaret Cummings, taught in the high school around
1900, and his great-granddaughter, Winifred Cummings, taught there

from 1927-35, serving four years as principal.

Cunning, Michael — Master carpenter who built many early Brooklyn houses and first
school on Pleasant Street. He came in 1857; was brother of Mrs. John Conaway, and married to
Matilda Newkirk. He moved to California in 1902.

The Davidson Family — John Davidson Sr. settled one mile north of Brooklyn in 1855,

where his descendants still live. Several sons became prominent residents and businessmen of
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CHAPTER 3 V

situated). In early years it was named the Overman House; after Mrs. J. H. Hull purchased it i '

1912 from George Woods it was referred to as the Hull House. The outline of the structure cap ing th
be seen in the “birdseye view™ in the flyleaf of this book. 4 floor.
Count

" . ; . . 00 Hotel Brooklym N
The Chronicle has been through two fires but has never lost an issue since the ; owadays when | ad &
we speak of Brooklyn hotels. most natives auto- lishec

; first number in 1875. Although badly disfigured af the present and without a

b i ok ; ) ) / s 20 . matically recall the handsome red ltalianate
ome, it makes a bow to its constituents and enters on its 20" year.

house facing the railroad tracks on Front Street. It

Brooklyn Chronicle, 1894 is surprising to many that this building was origi-

nally constructed as a private home, although

used as a hotel during most of its many years. Built in 1875, it was first used as a hotel around

1890, and was called variously the Brooklyn House and the Stephenson House and later, Hotel

[ Brooklyn. In 1905 Dr. Charles Busby and his family lived there, and for some years the upstairs
was used as a hospital for his patients. Then in 1925 it again became a hotel, managed by sever-
al different owners, including Robert Lawson from 1941 to the mid-1970s. when his daughter-in-

law Kay Lawson took over. (See more about the Hotel in Chapter 4.)

O As For NOWe... Asof 2000, the nearest lodging available to the Brooklyn area is
Santoro’s Bed & Breakfast, located east of town on Old 6. west of the Highway 21 junction. It
was established in 1993 by owner Fran Santoro Hamilton and is managed by Kathi Santoro
Roberts. The 1876 farmhouse has been owned by five generations of descendants of Robert
Manatt Jr., the great-grandfather of the late Faith Mason Santoro. She was the daughter of

State Senator Dan Mason. During the 1940s, when then-Highway 6 was a busy transportation

‘ route across lowa, Mason operated a small motel called Mason’s Cabins and a gas pump on

the front part of the property.

| PRINTERS®> INK

he Brooklyn Chronicle, first published in 1875, is the town’s oldest business establishment, a

couple of decades short of being as old as the town itself. Except for a few weeks in 1981,
Brooklyn has never been without a weekly newspaper since the Chronicle was founded in 1875.
| only
[0 Chronicling The News The original Chronicle editor and owner was W. M. equ
: McFarland, a Republican supporter who later moved on to Estherville, where he became a state one
: . representative and then served as lowa's Secretary of State from 1890 to 1897. When he first Tow
. came to Brooklyn in 1877, McFarland purchased from T. J. Homes a lot on the south side of Front offig
Street. and built a two-story building (where later the second Town Hall stood. and today the post eas
office). The first Chronicle offices were established on the second floor.

Freeman Conaway. the son of Dr. John Conaway. took over the paper in 1881 and published tors
one of the hest written of the earlier papers. 0. F. Dorrance. who later was bank president, man- 11¢
aged the paper for several years in the late 1880s while Conaway was in Arkansas. When he was edi
elected state printer in 1894, Conaway sold the paper to Robinson, Crain & Company. Robinson coy

: at the time was also the superintendent of Brooklyn schools. aly
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LIFE IN THE COMMUNITY

area called Snewk’s Grove, later commonly known as Talbott’s Grove. In the early 1850s a cabin
on Robert Manzatt Sr.’s homestead one half-mile west of the Talbotl’s was converted to a school-
house; this thern became the Methodists’ meeting place on Sundays.

When the- school building was moved into the young village in the mid-1850s, to the north-
west corner of Center and Middle Streets, the Methodists followed and established the first
Sunday School classes. Dr. John Conaway served as superintendent and Mrs. Isabell Farquar
(daughter of Jokan J. and Mary Talbott) as assis-
tant. The new «zongregation continued to meet
in the young trown’s schoolhouse until 1862,
when members dedicated the town’s first
church. It was a frame building erected at the
southeast comeer of Center and Spring Streets
at a cost of $2,800.

In 1873 William Manatt donated to the,
church the nwortheast corner of Clay and
Pershing Streets, and the frame church was
moved there. #n the winter of 1876-77, the
pastor, Rev. W. G. Thorn, began a series of
revival meetings that came to have a signifi-
cant impact om the town of Brooklyn and all
of its churches. Later known as the Thorn
Revival, it was a time of spiritual uplift,
adding more thnan 100 members to the Methodist congregation, and also inspiring new member-
ships in other flocal churches.

A large mew brick structure replaced the frame building in 1877. Iis distinctive design, coal
furnace heat amd fashionable oil lamps were a source of comfort and pride to the congregation.
The first wedding solemnized there was that of Florence Conaway and William McFarland; he was
the founder of the Chronicle who became Iowa Secretary of State, and she was the daughter of Dr.
John Conaway.. The early frame church, just 16 years old, was moved two blocks north to be a res-
idence. (See Chapter 4, Houses That Moved.) The Chronicle later recalled that “within its portals
transpired somue of the most joyous and sorrowful occasions of the early days, among the latter
being the (memnorial) services of our martyred president Abraham Lincoln.”

The Metfodist Towa Annual Conference met at the local church for a 12-day session in
1878, with a number of bishops and national church leaders among those who attended.

Within tkze next several decades, the technological changes and advances enjoyed in major
cities were being brought to small towns in middle America. In 1914 the Brooklyn congregation
decided to build a modern structure with electrical wiring, which was just coming into use in the
town. The members also wanted an area for gatherings that included a lower level for kitchen,
dining and indloor rest room facilities. Thus the English Gothic-style church with its red-tiled roof
was built, and was dedicated Feb. 21, 1915. A day-long service was held for the dedication, and
although continuous rains had made local roads muddy and almost impassable, more than 500
attended the event. That day, the last $12,000 of the $36,000 construction costs were raised, and
the congregation rejoiced in dedicating the building free of debts.

During the construction of the new building, the church’s pipe organ was carefully disman-

The bell in the south tower of the
Methodist Church has tolled to
announce the dlose of wars and the
deaths of presidents. Brass-inged
hitching rails on the south side
were removed in 1953, along with
a row of lorge frees.

Opposite page. The grand pipe
organ in the Methodist choir loft
was played for countless
weddings, funerals and worship
services. Leo Shuler, o longtime
orgonist, was seated at the organ
behind a school choir for

on Easter Cantato, circo 1934.
(See Appendix for names).

Urce: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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ancestry

You searched for William M. Mcfarland in Iowa

Ancestry.com

Name: William M Mcfarland
Birth Year: abt 1849
Birth Place: Indiana
Gender: Male
Marital Status: Married
Census Date: 1885
Residence state: Iowa
Residence Emmet
County:
Locality: Estherville
Roll: IA1885_183
Line: 11
Family Number: 58

Neighbors: View others on page

Household Name Age

Members:  \illiam M Mcfarland 36
Florence C Mcfarland 17
Fannie E Mcfarland 4
Elizabeth Yost 20

Source Information:

Ancestry.com. Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 [database on-line]. Provo,
UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2007.

Original data: Microfilm of lowa State Censuses, 1856, 1885, 1895, 1905, 1915,
1925 as well various special censuses from 1836-1897 obtained from the State
Historical Society of lowa via Heritage Quest.

Description:

This database contains Iowa state censuses for the following years: 1856, 1885,

Page 1 of 1

1895, 1905, 1915, and 1925. It also includes some head of household censuses and
other special censuses from 1836-1897. Information available for an individual will
vary according to the census year and the information requested on the census form.
Some of the information contained in this database though includes: name, age,
gender, race, birthplace, marital status, and place of enumeration. Learn more...

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Gift Memberships
Ancestry.com
© 1997-2011 Ancestry.com Corporate Information Careers PRIVACY POLICY Terms and Conditions

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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