Standard Form For Members of the Legislature

Name of Representative_HAMILTON. JOHN T. Senator

/ ’ Ve

1. Birthday and p1aC0ﬁ464k%dHH_HM3T4kmrr{b774i+ﬁﬂm+&—~———————

2. Marriage (s) date place
Sara Anp—denes—{Feb 8l — o+ St—Andrewe; Comadat—toOetober—I873—

3. Significant events for example:

insutaace; farm machinery dedler; bsnker
A. Business

mayor; bud sup; state bd control;

—HESER
OO

B. Civic responsibilities

C. Profession

4. Church membership_ g, iccqpa1

5. Sessions served_;/03 i 19951891 (speaker 23 CA; HD 48; Linn Co— -
6. Public Offices

A. Local

B. State

C. Nationaly g congressman, 1890

7. Death_ 24 1an  1925: heart attack at home,—Cedar Rpaids.Bur., 0OakHill Cem.

8. Children (1) James E (InT}r 182& - ')‘-'(FZ") Mabel WM&M)’
(Aug 1885 - ) (3) déed young; (4) died young

James Steele Hamilton (Pa. 1812 - I1l1l 1889 (farmed near
9. Names of parents_ Gepeseo, 113

Mary F. Taylor (NH - d after 1901)

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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Sources Log For Legislation Entries

Applicability i
> A\
Source Non Applicable Applicable Information obtained
SBork/Clingany—Legislartors X sessions erved
Cedar Rapids Republican, Sun 25 Jan 1828 X death; obit
1860 census L. not din Ia
1870 census Linn 102 X
1880 census —Linn  255/18/25 —X
1900 census Linn 89/18/88 X
1920 census Linn—118/13/13- x )his son next door)
Bio Record of Linn Co. 1901 X bio
Poet & Bio Album Linn Co. 1883 X bic
Brewer/Wick, Hist Linn Co. 1911 X bio
1825 Bouse Jeurnal X —Memorial resol

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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It was at the period in life above mentioned that Mr. Webb established a
home of his own by his marriage to Miss Anna Adams, who was born in Linn
county in 1866, ~ daughter of John and Myra J. Adams, whose sketch appears
elsewhere in this work. Following his marriage Mr. Webb took his bride to &
farm near Center Point, which he had previously purchased and there he lived
for fifteen years, when he disposed of that tract and purchased his present home-
stead comprising one hundred and five acres in Marion township. He is here
engaged in raising the cereals best adapted to the soil but he keeps muech of his
land for pasturage, as he raises considerable stock, and in this branch of business
he is meeting with gratifying success.

The home of Mr. and Mrs. Webb has been blessed with three children, but
the second in order of birth died in infancy. The surviving members are
Lindley and Marjorie M., both at home. The parents are members of the
Methodist Episcopal church. Mr. Webb is 2 demoerat in his political views and
affiliations but aside from serving on the school board as a director, he has never
held public office. Both he and his wife are natives of Linn county, where they
have spent their entire lives and they are thus well known in this section of the
state, being numbered among the esteemed residents of Marion township.

HON. JOHN T. HAMILTON

The analyzation of the life work of John T. Hamilton indicates that tireless
energy, keen persistence, honesty of purpose, genius for devising the right thing
at the right time, joined to every day common sense and guided by resistless
will power, are the chief characteristics of the man. While he has gained notable
success it has not been alone the goal for which he was striving. He has never
been unmindful of the duties of citizenship and while advancing individual
interests has promoted publiec progress. ,

John T. Hamilton was born in Henry county, Illinois, on the 16th day of
October, 1843, and is a son of James S. and Mary E. (Taylor) Hamilton, the
former a native of Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, and the latter of Antrim,
New Hampshire. The American ancestors came from the north of Ireland and
were of Scotch-Irish lineage. The parents of John T. Hamilton were married
in Henry County, Illinois, to which district they had accompanied their re-
spective parents. Later James S. Hamilton turned his attention to agricultural
pursuits with which he was identified during the active years of his life. On
his retirement he removed to Geneseo, Illinois, where he resided until his death,
which occurred when he was seventy-seven years of age. Ilis wife also passed
away there at the advanced age of eighty-two years. The Hamiltons were Scotch
Presbyterian in religious faith, while the mother’s people were of the Unitarian
belief.

John T. Hamilton, spending his boyhood days under the parental roof, ac-
quired his education in the public schools and in the Geneseo Seminary. When
he put aside his text-books he turned his attention to the fire insurance business,
selling insurance to the farmers for three years, at the end of which time the
company which he represented failed. He was given a note for his three years’
salary but he never realized on it. The year 1868 witnessed his arrival in
Cedar Rapids. He reached this city on the 2d of February, and from that time
until the following October represented C. H. MeCormick of Chicago, in the
reaper business, hut anxious to engagé in business on his own account he formed
a partnership, under the firm style of Averill & Hamilton, and on the 1st of
Octoher, 1868, entered the agricultural implement hbusiness, thus laying a
foundation for the extensive enterprise of Hamilton Brothers, one of the largest
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houses of its kind in Iowa. Late in the fall of 1873 Mr. Averill sold his interests
to John R. Amidon and the style of the firm became Hamilton & Amidon. In
the spring of 1891 Mr. Hamilton's brothers, W. W. and Porter Hamilton, aec-
quired Mr. Amidon’s interest in the business, which has since been conduected
under the firm name of Hamilton Brothers. Theirs is one of the most widely
known implement houses of the west. They have maintained a high standard
in the personnel of the house, in their business methods and in the character of
the service rendered to the public. In 1899 the firm erected a commodious brick
business block one hundred and twenty by one hundred and twenty feet and
four stories and hasement in height. It is one of the best structures in Cedar
Rapids and at this point the firm handles farm machinery, farm wagons, buggies,
binder twine and seeds and coal. The trade of the house extends largely through-
out the west and the husiness is constantly expanding along substantial lines,
each year recording an increase in its volume.

Not only has John T. Hamilton been instrumental in developing and pro-
moting the extensive commercial enterprise conducted under the name of IHam-
ilton Brothers, but has also been one of the active promotors of financial inter-
ests in this city. In May, 1883, on the organization of the Cedar Rapids Savings
Bank, he hecame president of the institution, which he had helped to organize,
and has since remained its chief executive officer. On the 1st of July, 1899, he
became identified with the Merchants National Bank and was elected its presi-
dent, since which time he has filled the office. In these connections he has kept
abreast with the.rapid development manifest in financial centers. constantly
broadening the policy of the institutions of which he is at the head and at the
same time tempering the progressive spirit with safe conservatism. He is also
a stockhelder and one of the directors of the Cedar Rapids Hotel Company,
owners of the Montrose Hotel, and is a stockholder of the Aeme Fire Insurance
Company of Cedar Rapids.

His business interests, extensive, varied and important as they are, do not
cover the field of his activities, for in public relations Mr. Hamilton has done
work as effective, far-reaching and beneficial as are his business interests. He
is a recognized leader of the democratic party in Towa and in 1878 was called
to the mayoralty, thus guiding the muniecipal affairs of the city after a residence
here of only ten years. In the early '80s he was chosen a member of the board
of supervisors of Linn county for a term of three years and still higher honors
awaited him in his election to the state legislature in which he served in the
twenty-first, twenty-second and twenty-third general assemblies, being three
times chosen a member of the house and honored with the speakership in the
twenty-third assembly — the year of the deadlock. He was elected to the fifty-
second United States congress. and from 1906 to 1909 served as a member of
the board of control of state institutions. He was first appointed to fill an un-
expired term of two years because of the death of Judge Kinnie and at the expira-
tion of that time he was reappointed for six years, but resigned a year or so later.
The fact of his reelection to office is the highest encomium that can be paid to the
service that has ever been characterized by unfaltering loyalty to duty, prompted
by high sense of conscientious obligation and patriotism.

Mr. Hamilton laid the foundation of an attractive home life in his marriage,
on the 16th of October, 1873, to Sarah Ann, daughter of Edward and Phoebe
(McArthur) Jones of St. Andrews, Canada, and unto them have been born four
children, of whom two are yet living: James E., second vice president of the
Merchants National Bank; and Mabel Fawn, the wife of Robert S. Cook, pur-
chasing agent for the Cedar Rapids & Iowa City Railway and Light Company.
Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton hold membership in the Episcopal church, in which he
is one of the vestrymen. He is highly ranked in Masonry, holding membership
in Crescent Lodge, No. 25, A. F. & A. M.; Trowel Chapter, No. 49, R. A. M.;
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Apollo Commandery, No. 26, Knights Templar; Iowa Consistory, No. 2, A. & A.
S. R.; and El Kahir Temple, A. A. O. N. M. 8. He is also a demitted member
of the Star of the West Lodge, No. 1, K. P., of which he was one of the organ-
izers, and is a member of Cedar Rapids Lodge, No. 251, B. P. 0. E. Such is
the history or John T. Hamilton, who by the consensus of public opinion is
accorded a prominent position in the commerceial and political cireles of Iowa.
Those who differ from him in opinion entertain for him the highest admiration
and respect because of his known loyalty to his honest convietions and beecause
of the straightforward policy he has ever followed in commercial pursuits. His
life has been varied in activity and its effects have been so far-reaching and
beneficial as to become-not only an integral part of the history of Cedar Rapids,
but also of the state.

JOHN LOCKHART

John Lockhart, one of the prominent and representative farmers of Wash-
ington township, his home being on section 8, just west of Center Point, has
spent his entire life here, his birth occurring March 6, 1851, upon the farm where
he still resides. Iis father, Thomas G. Lockhart, was born in Adams county,
Ohio, May 28, 1814, and was a son of Thomas and Mary (Brown) lLockhart,
both natives of Pennsylvania, the former born in 1789 and the latter in 1788.
They were of Scotch descent and at an early day became residents of Adams
county, Pennsylvania, where the grandfather owned and operated a distillery,
becoming one of the prominent men of his community. e was a soldier of the
war of 1812.

Thomas G. Lockhart, the father of our subject, spent his boyhood and youth
in the county of his nativity and in 1837 removed to Sangamon county, Illinois,
where he resided for a few years. There he was marricd Deeember 10, 1837, to
Miss Lettie Oshorn, a native of Indiana and a daughter of Jonathan and Susan
Osborn. In 1838 they came to Jowa and two years later settled in Linn
county, being among the pioncers of this region. Ilere the father entered the
land on which our subjeet now resides and to its improvement and eultivation
devoted his energies throughout the remainder of his life. As time passed he
converted the place into a most produetive and valuable tract and made many
excellent improvements, ineluding the erection of three sets of farm buildings.
He prospered in his life work, becoming the owner of three hundred and three
acres of very valuable land, and was numbered among the most substantial
farmers of Washington township. Ile was also prominent and influential in
public affairs and served for twelve conseeutive years as justice of the peace and
also as township treasurer for some years. ITis political support was given to
the democratic party and he was an active and faithful member of the Church
of Christ at Center Point, with which he was officially eonnected. He died on
the home farm, January 24, 1891, and his wife passed away July 5, 1899, both
heing laid to rest in Davis cemetery, Grant township. They were the parents
of eleven children, but only three are now livineg, namely: Craton, who is a
resident of tiw state of Washington: Mrs. Amanda Bunker, of Urhana, lTowa;
and John of this review.

Reared npon the home farm, John Tockhart early acquired an execellent
knowledge of every department of farm work and his literary education was
obtained in the publie schools which he attended to a limited extent, but at the
age of thirteen years hegan plowing corn and from that time on his attention
was principally devoted to agricoltural pursuits, pursuing his studies in the
schoolroom only when there was no work to be done on the farm. After
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i» highly prosperous, with' an increasing busivess,
and now employs eight men and the same number
of teams, The office is loeated at No. 20 South
sSecond street.

The marriage of Mr. Noble and Miss Marietta
Mead occurred in 1864, Mrs. Noble isa native of
New York and daughter of Thomas Rockwell
Mead. This union has been blest by the birth of
one child—a son, Charles M.

In polities Mr. Noble is strongly Republican.
He belongs to the Masonie fraternity and is Com-
mander of the T. Z. Cook Post No, 233, G. A. R.

LINN COUNTY. 678

He bas been Treasurer of Senecea Township, Me- |
Henry County, and held the office of Deputy Sheriff |
of Linn County until he resizned. The family |

residence is at No. 254 Seventh avenue.  Mr. and
Mrs. Noble are held in the highest respect by their
community and occupy a position in the best so-
ciety in the city.

-
" as

IHamilton & Amidon, dealers in agricultural
implements, seeds, coal. ete.. on the corner
¢ of First street and Third avenue, Cedar
Rapids, is a native of Heury County, IlL, and was
born Oect. 16, 1843, Ilis parents are James 8. and
Mary E. (Taylor) Hamilton, natives of Westmore-
land, Pa., and New [ampshire respectively, The

barked in his present business, The firm of which
he is a member is one of the largest of its kind in
Cedar Rapids, and is doing a flourishing trade.

Mr. Hamilton was united in marriage with Miss
Sarah A, Jones in 1873. She is a native of St.
Andrews, Canada, and has borne our subject the
following-named children: James E.; John 8., who
died in infancy, and Mabel F.  Mr. Ilamilton has
held the office of Assistant Chicf of the Fire De-
partment, was Mayor of Cedar Rapids in 1878,
member of the Board of Supervisors in 1883-84,
and in 1885 was elected to represent Linn County
in the General Assembly.

My, Hamilton is a member of the Masonic frater-
nity, and has been Master of the Blue Lodge, 1ligh
Priest of the Chapter, and first Eminent Commander
of Apollo Commandery, in which he bLas attained

| the 82d degree, Scottish Rite. He is President of

ON. JOIIN T. HAMILTONXN, of the firm of |

the Eagle Woolen-Mills of Cedar Rapids, and also
President of the Cedar Rapids Saving Bank. His
political opinions heartily coincide with those of
the present administration. He is a liberal giver
to all enterprises which are ealeulated to benefit the

. community or the State, and has never been known

to turn a deuf esr to true charity. He has, by his
energy and perseverance, made himself what he is,
and is recognized as one of the foremost business
men, as well as respected and honored citizens of
Cedar Rapids. Mr, ITamilton and family are at-

| tendants of the Episcopal Church.

father followed the occupation of a farmer until he |
retired from active labor, and settled at Geneseo,

111, where he is now living. Of the seven children
in the parental family, five are yet living: John
T., onr subject; William W, and Porter, living at
Mapleton, this State; Junes W, residing in Benton
County, and Sarab E., Mrs, Orr, living in [enry
County, 11L

John T. Hamilton lived on the home farm. as.
sisted in the labors thereon, attended the common
schools, and developed into manhood. 1is primary
education was supplemented by a course of study
at Geneseo Seminary. and he continned to live with
the old folkk until the fall of 1861, e then engged
in the insurance business in Hlinois, and after con-
ducting the sine for about four vears, emme to Ce-

E:_.--’
- v

I. FOSTER, coal dealer, living at Cedar
Rapids, is o native of the Green Mountain
A== State, and was born April 20,1851, 1le isa

son of Azro and Alta (Shattuek) Foster, natives of

. Maine and Mussachusetts respeetively.  The father
was o bridge contractor und builder, and in 1859

dar Rapids, arviving here Feb, 2, 1865, nuld em- |

moved to Pekin, 1L, where he continued in the
same business until his deathy in 1882, The mother
survived and is residing at Peoria, "Their family of
children were five in number: George B. is an at-
torney of Peovin, I Henry A, is a enpitalist, re-
sithingr at Des Moines; lelen became the wife of L.
King, County Surveyor of Peoria County, 1L;
Mary L. married Thomes S, King, a civil engincer,

> |
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TED BY FRAUD”  DEMN OF CEDAR RapiDS

BANKERS SUCCUMBS TO

0. P. COMMITTEE suooex nest aTTack

e RS A ',Chairman of Merchants National Bar‘dc, 81-Years-Old,

2 f e B o g . Appeared Active and Well Friday Night at Robert
]E |s ' A Clvlc Bullder Burns Society Banquet — Was Civic Leader and
' 5 Always Active in Interest of City and State

John T, Hamilton, chairman of the Merchants National bank and for
fifty-seven years a leader in the hnancial and business life of Cedar Rap-
ids, died quielly at his home, 1015 Second avenue, at 4:05 p. m. yes-
terday. His death was due 1o heart [ailure.

Mr. Hamilton, who although 81 years of age. had kept exceedingly
well and active and who had continued his ‘activities at the bank until

CRISIS

in Senate the very day hefore his death, was preparing to go down town just as the
Nomenabios end came. He was in his room dressing at 3:00 p. m. when he was frst
» Supreme reized with pains and sinking to a chair called for Mrs: Hamilton. She

came immediately. Belore he died all of his near relatives had reached
the Hamilton home and were with him at the end. Doctors were called
but were unable to help the aged, well known, and highly respected k-
nancier and civic builder.
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cauld nnl poid for Wlmsel £,
s Whnt Devions A
. 1. Moove, preshlenl ol llw

Ameriean Trost and Hivings hank,

apoke of The h'gh Wdeads which
men of  the eatibre of - Mr, Vian
Veehien In the insnran

“I s not what w maen docs, i
rather  what he  dreams whivh
makea  Nfe  werth  while  Mr
Moore sald in his remarks, e

rpoke® of the sl imsarange v
he over toak oul e w !
en by Mr, Van Vechien,

writlen
Iteld gpolke belefiy on e

AR
yvolution of the Insurance  busl-
ficss,  Miss Hernlee Lodd. render,
epteriuined  the  Insuranee  men.s
AL J. Hedin, president of the @'
wanization und  toastmoster  for

the progeomi, dilingly lnlrn_ﬂuuﬂl

""“|To Get Pardon For Son: Visits Here
Saturday With Friends And Relatlves

“Right or wrong, my boy"

The signifcanc: of thal gquatse-
tHon i longs to Mes, Maegorel (e
son, Th, formerly of Codire aphids,
who visited  relatives  amld bl
fricnds here Friday aml yesterduy,

Sho Is the mother  wha- won
wide publiclty Ly walking from
Miles Clty, Mont, 1o Wanhlngton,
. €., thres yeurs ago=—Ilur  her
mon'y make.

There In Washinglon, hvfnn- the
late President Warren . larvding
ghe haped her soul's love for her
won, who was serving a senlenee In

the speakers,

He read a lefigr from Tobert s
Sincluir, lirecior  of the Cedar
Ituplds  Insumanee company,  ex-
wee=alnier regreta that he could not
he there.
taey Top the douy, Ineloded:
Glenn M. Averlll, president * of

tedur' Raplds Netlonal bank, K.
R. Moore, Drs, . B, Crawford,
Lann J. Cruwford, and Jennings
Crawford.

Mp, Van Vechtin o few weeks
ago  heeaus DI his  advanced

years, declded to withdraw from

netive purticipution in the Insur-
anee  business.  He plany  wpon
akify several telps within the

next few months,

J. T. Hamilton Exemplary
Character, Friends Say

(Con! ntinued froi

puge 11
time frienda
willing nnd

nasoclinles were
alwnyw noted the evidence of af-
feellon he had for them und how

wil

he expresscd (oot the
time.  Although 1 have seen him
winee, my last eall con him was
New Years day, 1925, 1 think both
of ua reallzed that there might
nol e many more viaslta of this
kind belweenp us.

“In speaking of sundFy activilles
and hoped for improvements, he
suld, "Of course these things will
go on. 1 inny nol he here to wee
them, hut husiness will go on Jjust
the same. 1 hive heen permitted
a long Nfe amd o satlsfactory onc
and gy it deaws to an ond, 1 want
above everyihing olse fp hold fast
to my friemds to the lnst.’

“A successful busineas man, a
safe (ounscllor, n good friend, thut
isn what Mr. Hamilton has been
throughout his Nfe, 1In his politi-
cul e his aetivities were always
consistent and for what fie thought’
heat for all regardless of welf and
plways nhove reprooch.

“My recollectjon of himAn our
rarly ucquaintance is vivid and as
the yewrs pass In review, one can
see in him o desire for the succoss
of husiness ventures, n desire o
have that success hased on sound
principles.  11e wanted an honest
scrvice grendered and 1o give value
reeel for value recelved,

“ln full furly yonrs lv“lu(!“l”l]ll
there pever was a dispule hetween
us. | know from observation how
distasteful It wes to him 1o- nole
n difference Letween friends.  1e
wus for many years agctive in lodgs
nffalys, In which he wis always In
demand, Iu ‘addresses. In local or
nourby wnelghborhoods  where I
Rive been' with hilm many thines,
hia theme was for advancement,
for Wnmprovement and were alwiys
w0 recelved, Ty interest in young
men woay predominate and he oal-
wayd Jd the best of advies o

chokingly

Rlie

Ithe Ft Teavenwart Jenitentiary
for demertion,

She won. The late president par-
doned her son,

Her boy?" s none
Joseply Andersen, w
hin mother In this o eclht yenrs
ngo. Durlng that e e was first
employed ar the Sinclair packing
vlunt wnd ater at the stiarceh works,

other  than
vil wWilh

Afler he had been eeleased from
the fedecal prinon he wus plased
In n government hosplial, suffering
from shell shotk—one renson why
Mrn, Hunwon wus suceesaful I gel-
g the Inte president to pardon
her Kon,

Mrs. Hansonis felenis and rela-
tHves heard her (ell of how her
mon du bn o howpital ot Lovieadne,
Ohlot how government offivinls re-
fusod to have him transferred lo
fu, Cloud, Minn., for her: Yhat he
knows alie I8 hix only fricnd.

It was an aged und weary wo-
mun, e “hale Necled with wllver,
who hoarded a train for Lorrain ul
tlie U'niun statlon yexicrday. She
retyrns there to sty with her son
“untll degth do part them.”

“For ho's my only boy.” |

“1 lost gne hoy In the World war
and L um golng (o' sce If a mother's
care can't prevent the war from
levylng another toll upon me”

John P. Hamilton, |
Banker Diu Saturday |

H unllmu—-l i‘rm agne 1)

ir yme 1o |m ¥l af the M
chunta Natjonal ay coll an the (e
dar Huaplds Havings banb,

For mnmy years he wan it gulil-
Ing spirlt and Influener and man-
aged to keop abreast of all  the
new dlevelopmients and te  make
this organization one of (e penl
leaders In the fnaneial clreles of |
the elty,  1ls won, -Jumes Tumil-
fon, however bhad come Inlo e
bank shortly ufter completing his
eduention und made a rvapld rlse
in My orgenlzation  untll a fow
rnﬂ ngo the senlor Homdllon re-
Inquished the prestdency to  hia
son, Jamea.  ‘Phe older Me, Hamil-
ton however remadned In o ~onstant
tpuch with the hoard of directors
nnd eonld usunlly be found at  his
custeenery desk In the bank al-
mast any day,

Mr, Tuwmllton was wlsn n sloek-
holder and one of the dircclors In
the Cedur Naplds Hoitel compiry.
ownery  of ile  Monteose  hotel

e

—

Humilton this cliy s lost one of
Is oldest! gnd mo=t prominent ciil-

part In the business ami elvie Nfe
of this community. In his Intier
years he well Nustraded the maxim
“1* 15 belter te wear oul than to
rust oul.” To the very end he took
n part in business wnd soclol af-
falrs, and =0 le aet muKes for Lhe

rull Nlfe—the 1re Mr. Hamilton
winely chose 1o Hve."
. D, van Veehten, when jn-

formed of the paasing of Mr, Humil-
tun declured;

“A very genuine democrat, hus
gone. i man who could wlwuys hie
understood and whosg private
character was nbove susplelon.

1 am proud of having heen his
personal friend. o firmly did he
stand for the right as he saw it

‘and in whose mind there could be

no compromise with the law,

“Unlike In unr':ml'illr:nl views we
were true frlends and [ shall mnlss
him very miuel."

“In the passing of Jolm ™
Humilton, Cedar Huplds lost o man
who wam an active foreo In the
community, a man of the highest
Integrity, one who wlways mnin.
tulned 1he  lilghest fdeals. one
whose tencts were | industry and
theift, und one who lind often bieen
singularly honored hecause of the
time which he voluntarily guve lo
1 ublie gerviee,” K. 1L, Mobre, presl.
dent of the Ameriean Trust and
Savings, bunk, sald In tribute to the
memory of the ploneer Cedar Rap-
Il Luslness mun,

“lle wus siwoys op iuh'llur ta
yvoung husiness men wha had try-

Ing problums 1o solve.  Ilis death
In d great joss to Cedar aplds, and
the state’ of JTown,” commentel
Hen. W. G. askel),

. 6. Greene In his stalement
ol thae Mr, Hamliton siood in
the forefront o u business man,
publie official, Mason, churchmuan,
and o owoclal el “I  have

thought of lilm alwuys os o Jeads
Ing eltizen in Cedar ltaplds.”

“My futher and Mr. Hwunlllon
started o business, deallng In agrls
eiltural  lmpl vis In the year
FHGR,  The site was on the ground

whers the nuditorlum now stands.
Farly In life | used 10 go down to
the _offlee wnid congequenily  cume

and ‘thelp Lest intercsts’ al

poessing of such p man s
I Jons 1o any communily

oo planning commiisaton,

s bilw desth m to thin,  To thoss
intlmiately ps 1 Tecl
= woubld e g llvrp -
preelatlon of thils losy.

Others Comment
Father A Brewer pabl teibute
T Mres Huoidbton b the following

paragragd
“ln the pazding of * John
-
—

te Know Mr, Hamilton will, e
waa noman of the highest (deals,

vl the most alsolute Integrity,
lenn Moo Averill, president of 1
edar | ddn Nutlonu] Lunk, sfat.
i,

didise Milo 1% Sibih, whihougl

ciidde o a0 the plione e
wiane of  genernl Infiermity,  pdded
Pt the Inte Jabin ‘1% Homiiten

Wi onv of The beat g0l wrowgd men

T.that Ling counly ever had,

!

zens,  Comlng here more than a
holr eentnry ago e Inal for all
those yenrs tuken an Influentiel |°

'Day By Dayl

Knights Of Pythins—Star of the
West lodge No. 1, Knights of 'y
thins, will do work In the rank of
knight Monday cvendng., Refresh-
ments will be aerved,

l!'ljr masquerade dance, C. 8 P, 4,
hall, Wednesduy, Jun, 3bs—Adv.

Kingston  Lodge—Kingston lodge
I. 0o M. No. 722, will meet
Tuedilicy ot &8 n, ., at the hall ove
er the police statlon. Proetive in
the second degrea will be held,

Conrt Cetlar—(Court Cedar No.
3, Foresters of Ameriea, will meet
In I, 0. O, F. hall Wednesday ul 8
mom, \ v

Necovering—Mrs. Leon F. Hines,
948 Nineteonth avenue west, I8 ro-
covering mplendidly from an opera-
tlon which she underwent Tuesduy
al Merey hosplial, She is Iliu- wife
of Patrolman Ilines,

To Fill Pulplt—In the abaence of
the minister, W. W. Argow, Vrof.

morning In the Peoples church, on
tha gubject, “"Our Present World ™
Professor Bush s n member of the
department of ltomance Langunges,
Towu Btate universily.

Mr. Argow ls in Chirago today,
speaking In the University Church
of Our Father, From here he will
go on an cxtended speaking tour
in behulf of the ‘out:lawry move-
ment, golng vy far cast op Cleve-
land, returning in®t{me 1o b4 in his
nulp!l next ?undny ‘morning.

* .—

Salesmen Through Clty—Three
special North Westorn tralge, cor-
rylng 600 Natlonnl Cush Reglster
saleamen, are due (o puss through
Cedier Huplds betweon 6:30 and §
p. . teday, enroule from Chlcago
to l.os Angeles. The trip Is an an-
nunl tducational one for saleamon
of the 100 ple cont clnds.  Varlous
cltles ulong the route will he visit-
i, W layes, ezar of the movies,
I8 tu entertain them at Hellywood.,

SHEIPFS OFFICE MOVED

TIHFTON, Jan, 24.—The location
of Lhe county sherlff's office In the
couryt house at Tipton lias Iu-en re-

Stephen M, Dueh, will speak this|

I £k and a steckholder In Lhe
Acme Fire Msusance vompany.
Prominent Demoeratle Teader
Tiut 1o reclle the business Hfe of
Mr, John 7. Jalilon is not'to tell
tha full story. 11 how heen a rovog-
nlzed jender of.the democratic par-
ty In lowa and waws one of thae cliy's
first rnyors,  Tle was clected 1o
the mayerally In 1878 and thus he-

Cedar Rapdda afler w peslidence In

the elty of shortly less than fen
years,
In the enrly elghties he wag

mada n member of the Linn eouns
1y bonrd of supervinors for n lerm
of three years hut higher publie of-
fice' awnlted him and hg went to
the atyte leginlature. Ile'acrved as
n member of the twenty-first, twon-
ty-sevond and twenty-third general
nasemblies and was chosen spraker
In his third term, which was the

year of the famous demdlock. e
also served as o membiey of  the
stale hoard of control and was

elected a member of the Afty-sre-
ond congress In 1900, 11& was trest
appolnted to the hoard of control
upon the deatl of Judge Kinnle and
was later renppointed for o term of
slx yedrn but resdgned gt the endd
of his first year.
Nun for Governor

Mr. lHamillon was mnde demo-
cratle nomines for governor In the
race agnlnst George W. Clarke in
1914 and was defuted by only a
nmall majoriiy,

Mr. Homlilton waep married In
1873 1o Surn Ann Jonew, doughier
of Avthur und Pheuhe Jones of 8t
Andrews, Canadna.

Prominent In Masonie Clreles

Mr. and Mra. Humilton held a
memhbership  In Grace Eplscopal
ehyreh of which he was one of the
vesirymen. Mr. llumilton was
Tighly ranked In Jowa Masonry. He
held  memberships  in Crescent
lodge No. 26, A, 1% amlb A, M.
Trowell chapler No. 49, . A, M.;
Appollo  Commamndery No. 26,
Knlghts Templor: lowa Conslstopy
No. 2, A.and A, 8 R.; and FI Ka-
hir Temple, A, A. O, N. M. S|

In nddition to his wire Mr, Hame-
titon in survived by o son, Jamen F.
Hamliton, and by a daughter, M.
Robert S, ook, alko wlx grand-
children, Anne and John MHamilton
;ml Eleanor, Valissa, Doris  pad
uthgrland Cook.
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Christian, a loyal husband and father, a loyal American citizen, and a i
loyal friend. By reason of his thoroughness he succeeded in his en- ]
deavors whether political, religious, or commercial; he left no task half
done and for that reason his life seems singularly complete. }l
Now his life work is done. Our friend never saw a better day than :
that on which he was released from the bondage of a weary body. We
do not mourn when the sailor comes in from the storm to the peaceful ,
harbor, or when the wanderer at last reaches home; our sympathy is for '
ourselves and for his loved ones in their hour of sadness. But we all i
have the knowledge that his memory will be revered, and the good
deeds characterizing his life will perpetuate his memory in the hearts
of those who knew and loved him. ; .
Therefore, Be It Resolved, By the House of Representatives of the
Forty-first General Assembly of the State of Iowa, that the foregoing
memorial be adopted as its appreciation of the life and character and
public services of the Hon. W, H. Taylor. ' .
Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be spread 1]
upon the Journal of this House and the Chief Clerk transmit a eopy to B
the family of the deceased.

ARTHUR STOOKESBERRY, "
D. FurtoN RICE, }
Lare HILL, .

Committee. i

Unanimously adopted March 30, 1925. ’ £

HON. JOHN T. HAMILTON

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee appointed to prepare resolutions com-
memorative of the life, character and public service of the Honorable
John T. Hamilton, late of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, beg leave to report the
following:

John T. Hamilton was born in Henry County, Illinois, Oetober 16,
1843. His parents were James S. and Mary Taylor Hamilton.. His early
education was acquired in the public schools of Geneseo, Illinois, and in
Geneseo Academy. In 1873 he was united in marriage to Sara Ann
Jones of St. Andrews, Canada.

Mr. Hamilton commenced his business career as a solicifor of fire
insurance, which he followed for three years, and on February 2, 1868,
he removed to Cedar Rapids, representing a Chicago reaper company, but ;
later in the year formed a partnership under the firm name of Averill & r\!
Hamilton, dealers in farm machinery and implements. In 1873 John R. i
Amidon purchased the Averill interests and the firm then became Ham- y
ilton & Amidon. In 1891 Mr. Hamilton’s brothers, W. W. and Porter
Hamilton, purchased Mr. Amidon’s interest, at which time the firm be- il
came known as Hamilton Brothers and. was one of the leading business .

.
e e ——
e T ke

S B

institutions in Cedar Rapids for more than twenty years. . Before. this
time, however, in 1883, the Cedar Rapids Savings Bank was organlzed
with Mr. Hamilton as President, which position he retained for thirty-
five years, when he disposed of his interest in that institution, having in

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State rical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
Y] i
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1898 purchased a controlling interest in the Merchants National Bank
of Cedar Rapids and became its President. He was Chairman of the
Board of the latter institution at the time of his death, as well as a
director in several other business concerns of the city.

Mr. Hamilton was mayor of Cedar Rapids in 1878, and a member of
the Linn County Board of Supervisors in 1882-4. In 1885 he was elected
State Representative, and re-elected in 1887 and 1889, serving in the
‘Twenty-first, Twenty-second, and Twenty-third General Assemblies. In
the Twenty-third General Assembly occurred the famous deadlock when
the House failed to organize for over a month and when finally Mr.
Hamilton was elected Speaker. In 1890 he was elected to the Fifty-second
Congress, defeating the Republican nominee, George R. Struble. Upon
the death of L. G. Kinne, a member of the Board of Control of State
institutions, Governor Cummins appointed Mr. Hamilton to fill the va-
ecancy for the remainder of Mr. Kinne's term, and appointed him for a
full six-year term, beginning April 5, 1908, but he resigned October 1,
1909. In 1914 Mr. Hamilton was the Democratic candidate for Gov-

-ernor but was defeated by Governor George W. Clarke who was run-

qing for his second term.

Mr. Hamilton was an active worker in all bodies of the Masonic order,
and a member of St. John’s Episcopal Church in Cedar Rapids.

Mr. Hamilton passed away at his home in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, Jan-
nary 24, 1925, and in his death the state has lost a useful citizen. His
life and public services were of high character and he will be remem-
bered as an ideal patriot, citizen, neighbor and friend. He is survived
by his wife, one son, James, one daughter, Mrs. Robert S. Cook, and six
grandchildren.

Therefore, Be It Resolved, That in the passing of the Honorable
John T. Hamilton, the state has lost a valuable and honored citizen,
whose fidelity to duty, faithfulness in every public and private trust, and
splendid character should be an inspiration to all for a higher ideal in
life.

Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be spread
upon the Journal of the House as an expression of the life and worth
of the deceased, and copies thereof be transmitted to his family.

WM. H. STEPANEK,
E. A. GRIMWOOD,
T. L. WoLFE,
Committee.
Unanimously adopted March 30, 1925.

HENRY T. REED

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee, appointed to draft resclutions com-
memorative of the life, character and public services of Judge Henry T.
Reed, late Federal Judge of the Northern District of Iowa, beg leave
to report the following:

Henry T. Reed was born at Alburgh, Vermont, October 1st, 1846 and
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teen hundred dollars worth of boots and
shoes on time and shipped the same to Cedar
Rapids. The freight charges on the goods
amounted to fifty-two dollars, and as he had
only seventeen dollars, he proposed to leave
a part of the stock as security in Mr. Bever's
warehouse, but that gentleman being a good
judge of human nature told Mr. Cobban he
could take all his goods and give him a due
bill for the amount, which our subject paid
two days later., By extensive advertising
and close attention to business he met all his
obligations in this way before the bills were
due, and built up a large and prosperous
business. He removed his store to Cedar
Rapids in 1880, but has always made his
home in Marion, and continued in active
business until 1889, being one of the largest
wholesale boot and shoe dealers in lowa.
He also emploved several shuemakers and
in this way placed a large amount of custom-
made shoes on the market. Since 1889 he
has been interested in Butte, Montana, real
estate, loans and mining, and in this under-
taking has been also successful. He also
deals largely in Cedar Rapids property, and
1s one of the leading business men of Linn
county.,

On the 16th of November, 1863, Mr.
Cobban was united in marriage with Miss
Marcia B. Todd, of St. Stephens, New
Erunswick. Her father was Hon. William
Todd, a highly respected and prominent citi-
zen of that place, and a life-long member of
the provincial parliament. He was appointed
by the Queen as member of the executive
council of the Confederation of Provinces,
but owing to ill health never accepted. He
was largely interested in railroads and other
business enterprises, and was president of
the St. Stephens Bank and of the New
Brunswick & Canada Railroad. He died

August 3, 1873, at the age of seventy years.
Mr. and Mrs. Cobban are th: parents of
five children, namely: Harry, born October
29. 1869, died at the age of seven and a
half years; Mabel, born July 6, 1871, died
at the age of one year and a half; Neva L,
horn July 2, 1873, is the wife of H. S.
Scampton, who lives with our subject and is
an engineer on the Chicago, Milwaukee &
St. Paul Railroad; Alice M., born May 3,
1879, is at home; and George T., born May
8, 1880, is now at home,

Mr, Cobban built his vpresent home in
Marion in 1865, and has since made a num-
ber of additions wand improvements to the
place.  He also erected a brick business
Llick in that city in 1872, and has been prom-
inently identified with the growth and de-
velopment of the place. In his religious
views he is liberal and in politics is an ar-
dent Republican. Coming to the United
States without capital he deserves great
credit for his success in life. He has always
made the most of his opportunities, and by
straightforward, honorable dealing has se-
cured the public confidence and the public
patronage. He has accumulated a hand-
some property, and his life illustrates what
can he accomplished through industry, per-
severance, good management and a deter-
mination to succeed,

HON. JOHN T. HAMILTON.

Honored and respected by all, there is
no man in Cedar Rapids who occupies a
more enviable position in mercantile and
financial circles than John T. Hamilton, not
alone on account of the brilliant success he
has achieved, but alsoson account of the hon-




J. T. HAMILTON.

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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orable, straightforward business pclicy he
has ever followed.

A native of Illinois, he was born in Gen-
eseo, Henry county, on the 16th of October,
1843, and is a son of James Steele Hamil-
ton, whose birth occurred in \Westmoreland
county, Pennsvlvania, June 12, 1812. His
paternal grandfather, Alexander Hamilton,
was born in Ireland of Scotch ancestry. The
father grew to manhood in his native state,
and about 1839 removed to Henry county,
Illinois, where he married Miss Mary E.
Taylor. a native of Antrim, New Hamp-
shire, and a daughter of Andrew Taylor,
who was also one of the pioneer settlers of
Henry county. There the father of our sub-
ject engaged in farming throughout the
greater part of his active business life, and
there he died in 1889. though he had lived
for a few years in Benton county, Towa. He
was always a Democrat in pelitics anl a
Presbyterian in religious helief. His wife is
still living. Of their five children John T..
of this review. is the oldest: W. W. anl
Porter are also residents of Cedar Rapids:
Sarah E. is the wife of William Orr. of
Genesen, Illinois: and James W, “died at
Coggon. this county, in 1893,

John T. Hamilton hegan his education
in a small log school house, al later at-
tended the Geneseo Seminary. He remainec]
under the parental roof until reaching man-
hood, and from 1864 until 1868 was in the
fire insurance business in Geneseo. On the
2d of February of the latter vear he ecame
to Cedar Rapids, and formed a partnership
with A. T. Averill, under the firm name of
Averill & Hamilton, as dealers in farm ma-
chinery, seeds and coal on North First street,
where they continued to carry on business
in a frame huilding until 1873, when they
built a parz’t of what is known as the Mer-

chants block. now a part of the Fair, and
removed to that location. A year later Mr.
Averill sold his interest to J. R. Amidon, and
business was successfully conducted under
the style of Hamilton & Amidon. Needing
more commodious quarters, in 1883, they
erected a larger block at the corner of First
street and Third avenue, where they did busi-
ness until 1891, when our subject’s brothers
purchased Mr. Amidon's interest, and thz
name was changed to Hamilton Brothers.
In 1899 they huilt a fine four-story brick
block, one hundred and twenty feet square,
exclusively for their own use. They handle
seeds, coal and all kinds of vehicles, and do
a large wholesale business which extends
throughout the state.

AMr. Hamilton has not confined his at-
tention alone to this line of trade, hut has
hecome prominent in banking circles. He
was a stockholder of the City National Bank,
and one of the organizers of the Cedar
Rapids Savings Bank, which was the first
savings bank established in the citv, Its
capital stock has been increased from fifty
to one hundred thousand dollars, and it now
has a surplus of thirty-five thousand dollars,
while its deposits amount to one million
two hundred and fifty thousand dollars,
which is the heaviest of any savings bank
in the city. They began business at No. 8
First street, but in 1896 removed to their
new six-story building, the two lower stories
of which are of Sioux Falls jasper, The
vaults are all steel lined. Mr. Hamilton has
served as president of this bank since its in-
corporation. and not a little of its success
is due to his able management and sound
judgment. In 1898 the old City National
Bank was re-organized as the Citizens Na-
tional Bank, of which he was a director, hut
he finally sold his interests there, andd hought




90 BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD

stock in the Merchants National Bank. of
which he was elected president in July, 1899.
It has a capital stock of one hundred thou-
sand dollars and is the oldest national bank
in the city, as well as one of the most solid
financial institutions in the state. Mr. Ham-
ilton was one of the re-organizers of the
Cedar Rapids Light & Power Company, of
which he was president from January, 1893,
until selling out ‘his interest in the same in
December, 1899, and he made the enterprise
an eminent success.

On the 16th of October, 1873, Mr. Ham-
ilton married Miss Sarah A. Jones, of St.
Andrews, Quebec, and of the four children
born to them two are st.ll living, namely :
James E. who is now assistant cashier of
the Merchants National Bank; and Mabel
Faun. Our subject attends and supports the
Episcopal church, of which his wife is an
earnest member, and he has served as vestry-
man in the same. The family is quite prom-
inent socially.

In his fraternal relations Mr. Hamilton
is a member of Crescent Lodge, No. 23, F.
& A. M., of which he was master three years;
has also served as high priest of Trowell
Chapter, No. 49, R. A. M.; is a mem-
ber of Iowa Consistory, No. 1; and
Apollo Commandery, No. 26, K. T., of
which he was the first commander, and
held that office two terms. He was also
a charter member of Star of the \West Lodge,
No. 1, K. P. He is one of the prominent
Democrats of the city and in 1878 was
elected mayor, in which capacity he served
for one year. He was a member of the board
of supervisors for three years early in the
'80s, and during that period bridges were
built across the Cedar river at First avenue,
Cedar Rapids, Center Point and Palo. For
six years he was a prominent member of

the Towa legislature, and was speaker of the
twenty-third general assembly. In 1890 he
was elected to congress from the fifth dis-
trict of lowa, and took his seat in December,
1891, becoming a member of several im-
portant committees. He was a candidate for
re-election, but his district being strongly
Republican he was defeated. As a business
man he possesses untiring energy, is quick
of perception, forms his plans readily and is
determined in their execution; and his close
application to business and his excellent
management have brought to him the high
degree of prosperity which is to-day his.

e

JOHN B. SCOTT.

After many years of active labor, first
as a contractor and builder, and later as a
farmer, John B. Scott is now living a re-
tired life in Marion, Iowa, enjoying a weil-
earned rest. He was born in Knox county,
Ohio, on the 12th of August, 1823, and is
a worthy representative of a prominent pio-
neer family of that state. His father, Allen
Scott, was born in York county, Pennsyl-
vania, April 17, 1780, of Scotch-Irish ances-
try, and was married, January 21, 1808, to
Jane Newell, who was born in \Vashington
county, Cross Creek village, that state, No-
vember 8, 1784. Soon after their marriage
they removed to Ohio, making the journey
on horse back, and settled on a heavily tim-
bered tract of land in Knox county, where
they endured many of the hardships and pri-
vations incident to pioneer life. In those
early days people coming west always set-
tled in the woods, shunning the prairie land
where fever and ague was more prevalent.
To clear the land and convert it into well

, Des Moines, lowa.






