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20 HISTORY OF KOSSUTH COUNTY

however, she returned to the west, going beyond her old home in Ohio
and locating at South Bend, Indiana, where she remained for many years.

Ambrose A. Call received a common-school education in early life and
left home when a youth of fifteen. In the summer of 1850 he established
a news depot at Dayton, Ohio, delivering the Cincinnati dailies ahead of
the mails. During the fall and winter of the same year he attended a com-
mercial college in Cincinnati. In the spring of 1854, when a young man
- of twenty-one vears, he made his way westward to JIowa and, in company
with his elder brother, who had just returned from the gold fields of Cali-
fornia, he came north from Fort Des Moines (as it was then called) into
Kossuth county, arriving here on the gth of July. In 1861 he established
the first newspaper in the county, the Algona Pioneer Press, which he con-
tinued to edit for several years. TIor over forty years he was a govern-
ment mail contractor, controlling a number of routes throughout the north-
west. As above stated, he founded the city of Algona with his brother,
Asa C. Call, and was also the founder of Bancroft, the second town of
importance in Kossuth county. He devoted considerable attention to farm-
ing and at the time of his death had over two thousand acres of lowa
land. Mr. Call was conservative in business and had the good fortune to
accumulate a comfortable competence by shrewd investments and as a
result of his mail business. When he passed away the First National
Bank lost its chief executive officer, in which capacity he had ably directed

* the affairs of that institution, and Kossuth county lost one of its most
prominent and highly respected citizens. +

In October, 1859, Mr. Call was united in marriage to Miss Nancy E.
Henderson of Oskaloosa, Iowa, whose ancestors were prominent in the
settlement of Kentucky. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Call were born seven chil-
dren, namely: Florence M., Edith, Etta L., Bertha A. Chester C., Ros-
coe and Myrtle. The two last named are twins.

In politics Mr. Call was a stanch republican, at all times desiring the
success of that party-and the men and measures it advocated. Although
frequently solicited to become a candidate, he persistently refused politi-
cal preferment and was never an office seeker or holder. He was a promi-
nent Mason and exemplified the teachings of the craft in his daily life,
doing unto others as he would have others do unto him. . i

ANDREW DWIGHT CLARKE.

Too much credit cannot be given Andrew Dwight Clarke for the part
he has taken in the upbuilding of Kossuth county, for his maintenance of
its political and legal status and for his cooperation in all movements
leading to its permanent improvement and benefit He is a man whom to
know is to esteem and honor. for his life has been upright and honorable
in every relation and at all times has been actuated by high purposes and
lofty ideals. He was born in Darlington, Canada, September 26, 1843.
and when a little child of about two years was taken to Byron, Wisconsin,

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Libfary, Des Moines, lowa.




r ~ HISTORY OF KOSSUTH COUNTY 23

by his parents, Jasper A. and Laura A. (Sumner) Clarke. The father
was born in Vermont and the mother's birth occurred in the town of
Jay. Essex county, New York. She was a daughter of Shubil Sumner, a
soldier of the Revolutionary war and captain of the Silver Grays in the
\War of 1812, He was also an uncle of Charles Sumner, the distinguished
Massachusetts statesman. Jasper A. Clarke, father of A. D. Clarke, was
left an orphan in childhood and, therefore, knew little concerning his family
history. The Sumner family, however, is one of the most prominent that
has figured in connection with the annals of New England from pioneer
times down to the present.

Andrew D. Clarke largely acquired his education in the country schools
of the town of Dyron, FFond du Lac county, Wisconsin, but in the school
of experience has also learned many valuable lessons. He possesses an
ohserving eve and a retentive memory and has learned to place the correct
value upon those things which go to make up life’s contacts and experiences,
At the age of seventeen vears he put aside his text-books and thereafter ,
gave his undivided attention to farm work until twenty-four years of age,
when he came to Kossuth county, Iowa. Here he entered upon the study of
law and after a course of thorough reading was admitted to practice in
1268, [e at once opened a law and real-estate office and has since conducted
a real-estate business, negotiating many important property transfers. In
! 1870, however, he abandoned the practice of law to concentrate his efforts
upon other interests. He has always engaged in farming, although not him-
self an active worker in the fields, emploving others to till the soil while he
has given general supervision to the work. In his real-estate investments
he has displayed notable sagacity. readily foreseeing the possible rise or
diminution of values and making his purchases and sales accordingly. At
times he has held large property interests in Kossuth county but in 1900
and 1901 he closed out most of his holdings here and invested in North
Dakota, where he purchased a half million acres of Northern Pacific
Railroad land. \Vith his business associates he colonized and settled the
entire tract and many thousands of acres more. He thus displayed his
ability to handle projects of magnitude, giving proof of his executive force
and administrative direction. His first venture in the financial field was in
assisting Messrs, Call, Hutchins and Stough in organizing the First National
Bank at Algona in the ‘S80s. In 1892 he became an active factor in organizing
the Algona State Bank, of which he remained president for nineteen vears.
In addition to the above he has been instrumental in forming eleven other
, banks, all of which proved profitable undertakings except the Minnesota
National, which is now placed in liquidation and has paid in full all of its
creditors and depositors. He has been president and director in ten dif-
ferent banks, handling a large loan business and loaning millions of dollars.
That his business policy is a conservative and progressive one and that
confidence has been well placed in making loans is shown in the fact that in
thirty vears he has never found it nccessary to -foreclose a mortgage.

[ Having closed out his holdings in North Dakota, Mr. Clarke has invested
tensively m Tennessee coal and timber lands, which are proving a marve
1 extensively I I and timber land hich are proving rvel
where developed.  The first year’s returns for the company were over six

Vol, 11—2

Source: Ic*/va Territorial and State Legislators Eollection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
1




Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lo

|

24 HISTORY OF KOSSUTH COUNTY

hundred thousand dollars clear profit and the business is yet in its initial
stages. The company of which he is a member owns extensive coal lands
where large veins crop out in the open that show elcven feet of surface.
Mr. Clarke is widely recognized as a forceful ‘and resourceful business man,
whose plans are carefully formulated and all of them carried forward to
successful completion. He has, indeed, been an important factor in the
substantial development of every district in which he has carried forward
his business projects. _

On the 22d of February, 1864, at Byron, Wisconsin, Mr. Clarke was
married, and his children are Grace, Edith, Harold, Irma D. and Fred
Sumner. Of these Grace and Harold died in infancy, while the others are
now all married and well settled in life.

In national affairs Mr. Clarke has always been a republican and is
instinctively a progressive republican. He fought for fifteen years to give
Towa a progressive governor and succeeded when was made the notable
fight against Cowles and Ingham, “standpat™ newspaper men from Kossuth
county. This contest succeeded in landing Cummins in the governor's
chair and later in the United States senate, where he has no superior. This
turn of political affairs drove Cowles and Ingham into the progressive rank
and they are now publishing the Des Moines Register and Leader. It is a
well known fact that Mr, Clarke has ever stood on the side of advancement
and improvement in political matters as well as in business life and since
attaining his majority has taken an active and helpful interest in politics.
He served for one term as a member of the city council in Algona, was a
member of the republican state committee for two terms and represented
Kossuth county in the twenty-second general assembly in 1888-89. In 1904
he was presidential elector, casting his ballot for Roosevelt, and he was
made a delegate to the republican national convention in Chicago in 1908,
which nominated William H. Taft, and was chosen to represent lowa on
the committee, which went to Cincinnati, to notify Mr. Taft of his nomi-
nation. He refused the nomination for lieutenant governor in 1910 and
recommended George W. Clarke, of Adel, who was nominated and elected
and is now lieutenant governor. Mr, Clarke has ever recognized the duties
and obligations as well as the privileges of citizenship and has stood loyally
in support of measures and movements which he deems of greatest value as
factors in good government.

In 1897 Mr. Clarke aided in organizing the Yeomen lodge, an insurance
society, and was the first grand fireman of the first lodge, No. 1, of Bancroft,
Iowa. He is a charter member of Algona Lodge. No. 205, A. F. & A. M.,
and he also belongs to the Minneapolis Commercial Club. He is too broad
in his views to be a sectarian in religion but has always endeavored to follow
the golden rule, and it is a well known fact that he has ever emploved
constructive measures in his business, never seeking success at the cost of
another’s failure. while again and again he has been known to extend a
helping hand to a fellow traveler on life’s journey. Tii fact, his record has
ever been a commendable one and his life work has been far reaching and
beneficial in its efiects. He has been very active and helpful in the building
up of new sections of the country. He arrived in Kossuth county four
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years before the building of the railroad and he helped develop north-
western Jowa from a wild prairie district to a populous and prosperous
region with not a single vacant section left. Indeed, he has been a most
active factor in colonization in the west. His efforts were of a most
specific character at Burt, where he built the first warehouse and also the
first store building of two stories. He was the pioneer in settling Ramsey,
GGerman and Buffalo townships. He broke thousands of acres of wild
land, built houses for the settlers, loaned money and with his business
ability combined a spirit of helpfulness and consideration, never charging
usury on his loans, never foreclosing a mortgage or forfeiting a contract. He
did more to build up Kossuth county and Algona than any other living man.
No worthy man was ever turned from his door empty-handed or without
funds if he needed material assistance. At the same time he has never
allowed his own troubles and vexations to worry others. His ideals of
life have been high and he has lived up to them. His has been a clean
life, actuated by noble purposes, and at the age of nearly seventy years he
is a well preserved man, to whom life vet holds out many opportunities.

LEWIS E. KRANTZ.

One of the enterprising and progressive citizens of Kossuth county,
who has substantially contributed toward the development of Wesley town-
ship is Lewis E. Krantz. He has not only been actively and successfully
identified with agricultural and stock-raising interests, but has figured
prominently in the organization of various local enterprises, chief among
these being the Security Savings Bank and the creamery of Sexton. He
is president of the latter, and for vears was president of the bank, but
recently sold out his interests.

Mr. Krantz is a native' of the state of Illinois, having been born in
Rockford, on the 21st of January, 1869. His father, William Krantz, was
a native of Germany, but was reared in the United States, having come
to this country when a child of three years with his parents, who located
in Wisconsin. His bovhood and vouth were passed under the pioneer con-
ditions, which yet prevailed in that section of the country, but in his early
manhood he left the parental roof and went to Illinois. He located in the
vicinity of Rockford, and there met and subsequently married \Miss Ida
Geisey, who came to America from Germany when a gicl of about fifteen.
The early period of their domestic life was passed near the scene of their
marriage, but in 1870 they came to Jowa and settled on a farm in Grundy
county. There the mother passed away about seven vears later. Five chil-
dren were born to Mr. and Mrs. Krantz: Ida. the wife of John Tessen,
of Whitewater, Wisconsin: Lewis E.; John, deceased; ILouise, who
became the wife of Arthur Kiser, of South Dakota: and one, who died in
nfancy. The father later married Miss Mary Child, and they became the
Parents of seven children: William, of Salem. South Dakota:; Arthur and
Irvin, also residents of South Dakota; two, who died in infancy: Hattie,
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Home in 1880:

Age:

Estimated birth year:
Birthplace:

Relation to head-of-
household:

Spouse's name:
Father's birthplace:
Mother's birthplace:
Neighbors:
Occupation:
Marital Status:
Race:

Gender:

Cannot read/write:
Blind:

Deaf and dumb:
Otherwise disabled:

Idiotic or insane:

Household
Members:

1880 United States Federal Census

Andrew D. Clarke
Algona, Kossuth, lowa
37

abt 1843

Quebec
Self (Head)

Mary J.
New York
New York

Real Estate Agent
Married

White

Male

Name

Andrew D. Clarke
Mary J. Clarke
Edith M. Clarke
Irma D. Clarke
Lena Hermann

Page 1 of 2

Source Citation: Year: /880, Census Place: Algona. Kossuth, lowa; Roll: 79 349. Family History Film; /254349, Page: 29/.4000.

Fnumeration District: /43: Image: 0401

Source Information:

Ancestry.com and The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 1880 Unuted Stees Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo. U1, USA: The Gener
Inc.. 2005, 1880 LS. Census Index provided by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints ¢© Copyright 1999 Intellectual Reserve, Ine. All rights
subject to the limited use license and other terms and conditions applicable to this site. Original data: United States of America. Bureau of the Census. /
United States. 1880, Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration. 1880. T9. 1.454 rolls

Description:
I'his databasc is an index to 30 million individuals enumerated in the 1880 United States Federal Census. Census lakers recorded many details including

name. address. occupation. relationship to the head of household. race. sex. age at last birthday. marital status. place of birth. parents” place of birth. Ad
names of those listed on the population schedule are linked to actual images of the 1880 Federal Census. Learn more..
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Surname: Clarke

Given Name: Andrew D.
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(Historical); volume II - Biographical; volume III - Biographical
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Children
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Jowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925

Name:  Andrew D Clarke
Census Date: 1885
Residence County: Kossuth
Residence State: Iowa
Locality:  Algona
Birth Location:  Canada
Family Number: 225
Marital Status:  Married
Gender: Male
Birth Year: abt 1842

Line: 14
Roll:  1A1885 216
Neighbors:
Household  Name
Members:
Andrew D Clarke #3
Mary J Clarke 1Y
Edith M Clarke A
Irma D Clarke A
Frederick S Clarke 3
Nettie Schauff 10
Mary Auker ey

Source Information:

Ancestry.com. lowa State Census Collection. 1836-1925 |database on-lin¢]. Provo, UT. USA: The Generations Network. Inc.. 2007, Onginal data: Mic
State Censuses. 1856. 1885, 1895, 1905, 1915. 1925 as well vanous special censuses from 1836-1897 obtained from the State Historical Society of low
Quest

Description:

Ihis database contains lowa state censuses lor the following vears: |856, 1885, 1893, 1905, 1915, and 1925 It also includes some head of houscehold o
spectul censuses from 1836-1897. Information available for an individual will vary according to the census vear and the information requested on the ce
of the information contained in this database though ineludes: name. age. gender. race. birthplace. marital status. and place of enumeration. Learn more
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