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2Q HI STORY OF KOSSUTH COU:\TY 

howeve r, she retumed to the west, going beyond her old home in Ohio 
and locating at South Bend. In diana, where she remained fo r many years . 

Ambrose A. Call rc("ci \'cd a common-school educat ion in early Hie and 
left home when a youth of fi ft ee n. In the summer of 1850 he established 
a news depot 2t Dayton, Ohio, delivering the Cincinnati dailies ahead of 
the mails. Du ring the fall and winter of the same year he attended a com
mercial college in Cillcinn~ti. In the spring of 1854. when a 'you ng'man 

. of twenty-one years, he made his way westward to Iowa and, in company 
with hi s dder brother, who had just returned from the gold fields of Cali
forn ia, he came north from Fort Des ),Joincs (as it was then called) into 
Kossuth county. ar riving here all the 9th of July. In t861 he esta~l ished 

lhe fir st newspaper in the cou nty , the Algona Pioneer P ress, wh ich he co.n
tinued to edit for several yea rs. For over forty years he was a gCl\'ern· 
me~lI mail contractor, controlling a number of routes throughout th e no rth· 
west. ..\.s atx)\'e stated, he fou nded the city of Algona with h is brothe r, 
Asa C. Call, and wa s also the founder of Bancroft. the second town of 
importance in Ko~suth county. He devoted considerable attention t:) iarm· 
ing and at the time of his death had over IWO thou sand acre s of Iowa 
land. 1[ r . Call was conservative in business and had the good fonu ne to 
accumulate a comfortable competence by shrewd investments and as a 
result of his mail business. When he passed away the fir st :"\ational 
Bank lost its chief executive officer. in which capacity he had ably directed 
the affairs of that institution. and Kossuth county lost one o f iu most 
prominent and highly respected citizens. 

In October. 1859, :\I r. Call was uni ted in marriage to :\Iiss :"\ancy E. 
Henderson of Oskaloosa. Iowa, whose ancestors were prominent in the 
settlement of Kentucky. lin to ),-Ir. and )l rs. Call were born seven chilo 
dren, namely: Floren('e :\1., Ed ith, Etta L., Bertha . .\. ., Chester C . Ros· 
COl' and :\Iyrtle. The two last named are twins. 

In politics :\ Ir. Call was a stanch republican , at all t imes desir:ng the 
success of that party 'and the men and measures it advocated. Allbaugh 
frequently sol icited to become a cand idate, he pe r~istently refused politi
cal preferment and was never an office seeker or holder. He was a prom i
nent :\1a5011 and exemplified th e teachings o f the craft in his daily life, 
doing unto others as he would ha\'e others do unto hi m. 

ANDREW DWIGHT CLARKE. 

Too much credit cannOt be given :\ndrew Dwight Clarke for the pa rt 
he has tak en in the upbuilding of Kossuth county, for his maintenance () f 
its political and legal status and for hi s cooperation in all mon'men t ~ 

leading to it:; permanent impro\'t~ !l1cl1t and benefit. He is a man whom to 
know is to e~teem and honor. for his life has been l1pri.!:!"ht amI I:Ollorahk 
in every relation and at all times has been a('lu:ltcd by high pllrpo~c5 and 
lofty ideals. He wa ~ born in D:ulington. Can:lda. September ~(" 18-1 3. 
and when a littk child of ahout two years wa~ taken to Byron. \\, i ~con s in, 
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by hi~ parents, Jasr.er A. and La~ra A. (Sumner) Cla rke. The father 
\\'35 born in \'ermen! and the mother's birth occurred in the town of 
Jay. Essex cou nty, :\ew York. She wa s a daughter o f Shubii Sumner. a 
~oldier of the Re\'olutiona ry war and captain o f the Silver Grays in ·the 
\\"a r of 1812. He was also an uncle o f Cha rks Sumner, the distinguished 
:'Ifa ~;;achll$etts statesman. J aspe r .-\. Clarke, father of A. D. Clarke, was 
left an orpha n in childhood and, therefore. knew little concerning his family 
hi story. The Sumner family, however, is one of the most prominent that 
has figu red in connection with the annals of Xew England {rOIll pioneer 
times down to the prescnt. 

Anrirew D. Clarke largely aC\luired hi~ education in tnc country sc hools 
of Ihe lown t, f nyron, Fond du Lac county. \\ ' ;$consin. but in the $ehool 
o f experience ha s also learned man;. valuahle lessons. He pos~cs~e:- a:1 
oh~t.'r\"illg eye and a rel<;,n ti\'e memory and has learnen to place the ("O;" 1"<;" t 
value upon those th inb~ \\ hieh go to make lip life's wntart!' and experiences, 
;\t the age oi $eventeen years he pm asiJe hi~ text-hooks and therl'aiter. 
g:t\'e hi~ undivided attention to iarm work until t\\enty-iour years o i age. 
when he came to Kossuth ~'Ollnty. Iowa. Here he entered upon the study of 
law and after a cour~e of thorough reading was admitted to practice in 
1868. He at once opened a law and real-e$tate othce and has since ~'ondurted 
a real-estate lmsinC$s.. negotiating nlan~' important propeny tr,!nsfers. In 
,SiC. howe\'eT. he aban doned the practice oi la w to concent rate hi s efforts 
upon other interest",. He has always engaged in farming. although not him
$eJi an acti\'e worker in the fields. emplo~'ing others to t ill the soil while he 
has given general sllpcn'ision to the work. ]n hi s real-estate itl\'estmelllS 
he has displayed notable sagacity. readily iore~eeing the possible: rise or 
diminution of \'alUe5 and making his purchases and sales accordingly. At 
times he has held largt: property interests in Kosslith counly but in 11)00 

and '9>1 he closed Oll t most of hi s holdings here and invested in ::\orth 
Dakota, where ht: pllTl:hased a hnJf million ac res of ::\orthern Pncific 
Railroad land, \\ ' ith his business associates he colonized and settled the 
entire tract and many t~ou Sd.nds o f acres more. He thus displayed his 
anility to handle projetts of magnitude, gi\'ing proof of his executi\'e force 
and a<lministrati\"e direction. His fir st \'enture in the financ ial field was in 
a~sisting ~Iess rs. Call. Hutchins and Stough in organizing the First .\"alional 
Cank at Algona in the ·Sos. In 1&)2 he beo.:ame an active factor in org-anizing 
the Algona State Bank. of \\'hich he remained pres ident for nineteen years. 
In addition to the nbo\'c he has bee n instrumen tal ill forming eleven other 
hanks, all of \\'hich prond profitable undertakings except the ~I innes-ota 
:'\ational, which is now placed in liquidation and ha s paid in full all o i its 
crcditors and depositor~, He has been president and director in ten dif
ferent banks. handling a large loan business and loa ning millions of dollars. 
That his busine~s policy is a consen'ati \'C and progressi ve one and that 
~'o1\fidcncc has been \\"e1\ placed in making loam is shown in the fact that in 
th irty yea rs he ha s never iound it ncces!'ary to 'foredosc a mortgage. 
l!a\'ing: do~ed out hi~ holding~ ill .\"orth Da\..:ola. ),IT. Clar\..:e has im'e$tcd 
\ ' \\\' 1!~'i\cl~' in ·l\· I1IH.' ~~o.:e roal and t imber land~. which are pru\' ing" a lllan'cl 
\1 hlT\' ,leI' dupe;! . Tlte rir~l yea r s return~ ior thc ('ompanr were O\'cr six 

\'.1. ll-~ 
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hundrc=d thousand dollars clea r p rofit and the business is yet in its initial 
stages. The company of which he is a n1cmber owns extensive coal lands 
whe re large Hins crop out in the open that show eleven feet of surface. 
Mr. Clarke is widely recognized as a forceful 'and resourceful business man, 
whose plans arc cardully fonnlllated and a1\ of them carried forward to 
successful completion. He has, indeed, been an important facto r in the 
substantial dc\"e!opmcm of en;ry district in which he has carried forward 
his business projetts. 

On the 22d of February. 1864. at Byron, Wisconsi n, )[r. Clarke was 
married, and his children atc Grace, Edith. Harold, Inna D. and Fred 
Sumner. Of these Grace and Harold died in infancy. whil~ th~ others ar~ 
now all married and wdl settl~d in l i f ~. 

In national affairs )Ir. Clark~ has always h~~n a republican and is 
instincti\'ely a progressive republica n. He fought for fifteen years to give 
Iowa a progressi,'e governor and succeeded when was made the notable 
fight against Cowles and Ingham, "standpat" new$paper nlen from Kossuth 
COl:::1.ty, This contest wcceeded ill landing Cummins In the go \'ernor 's 
chair and later in the Cnited States senate, where he has no superior. This 
turn of political affairs drove Cowles and Ingham into the progressive rank 
and they are now puhlishiug the Des )[oines Register and Leader, It is a 
well known iact that )Ir. Clarke ha s e\'er stood 011 the side o f a{h'ance1llcnt 
and improvement in political matters as well as in bu!'iness life and since 
attaining his major ity has taken an acti"e and helpful interest in politics, 
H~ served fo r one term as a member o f the city council in ..... lgona , was a 
member of the republ ican state committee for two terms and represented 
Kossuth county in the twenty-second general assembly in 1888-Sg. In 1904 
he was presidential elector, casting his ballot for Roosevelt, and he was 
made a delegate to the republican national convention in Chicago in 1!)08, 
which nominated \\'iHiam H, Taft, and was chosen to represent Iowa on 
the committee, \\'hich went to Cincinnati, to notify )[r. Taft of his nomi
nation. He refused the nQmination for lieutenant governor in 1910 and 
recommended George \\', Cla rke, of Adel, who was nominated and elected 
and is now lieutenant governor. )Ir. Clarke has ever recognized the duties 
and obligations as well as the privileges of citizenship and has stood loyally 
in support of measures and movements which he deems of greatest value as 
factors in good government, 

In ISg7 :-Ofr. Clarke aided in organizing the Yeomen lodge, an insu rance 
society, and was the first grand fireman of the first lodge. :\0. (. of Bancroft, 
Iowa. He is a .charter member of Algona Lodge. Xo .. :!OS, ...... F. & ...... )L, 
and he also belongs to the :-Of in neapolis Commercial Club. He is too broad 
in his views to be a sec tarian in religion but has always endeavored to follow 
the golden rule. and it is a well known fact that he has ever employed 
constructive mea~ure5 in hi s business, never seeking success at the cost of 
anothe r's failu re, " 'hile again and again he has been known to extend a 
helping hand to a iel10w tf:l\'der 011 life's journey. hi fact. hi~ re..:ord has 
ever been a l'Ol11mcndaLle one and his life \\'ork has becl1 far reaching and 
bene ficial in its elTects. He has becn very active and helpful in the huilding 
up o f new sections of the country, He arr;\'ed in Kossuth l'ounty four 
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,'cars before the building of the railroad and he helped develop north· 
~\'estern Iowa from a wild prairie district to a populous and prospe rous 
region with not a single vacant section left. Indeed, he has been a most 
:h:live factor in colonization in the west. His efforts were of a most 
~ [>«"ific character at Burt, where he built the first warehouse and also the 
fir st store building of two SlOries. He was the pioneer in settling Ramsey, 
( ~erman and Buffalo townships. He broke thousands of acres of wild 
land, built houses for the settlers . loaned money and with his business 
ability combined a spirit of helpfulness and consideration, never cha rging 
usury on his loans, n(\'cr foreclosing a mortgage or forfeiting a contract. He 
did more to build up Kossulh county and Algona than any other living man. 
:-':0 worthy man was e,'er turned from hi~ door empty-handed or ,l"ithout 
funds if he needed material assistance. :\t the same time he has never 
allowed his own troubles and \"(~xations to worry others. His ideals of 
life have been high and he has lived up to them. His has been a clean 
life. aClUated by noble purposes. and at the age of nearly seventy years he 
is a \\"ell preseT\'ed man, to whom life yet holds out many opportunities. 

LEinS E. KRAKTZ. 

One of the enterprising and progressive citizens of Kossuth county. 
who has substantially contributed toward the deyelopment of Wesley town
ship is Lewis E. Krantz. He has not only been acti"ely and successfully 
identified with agricultural and stock-raising interests, but has figurerl 
prominently in the organization of "a riou s local enterprises. chief among 
these being the Security Savings Dank and the creamery of Sexton. He 
is president of the latter. and for years was president of the bank. but 
recently sold out his interests. 

~[r. Krantz is a native- of the state of Illinoi s, ha"ing been born in 
Rockford. on the 21st of Janllar~'. 1869. His father, William Krantz, was 
a nati"e of Germany, but was rea red in the Cnited States, haying come 
to this country when a child oi three years with his parents, who located 
in \Visconsin. His boyhood and YOlllh were passed under the pioneer con
ditions, which yet pre,'ailed in that section of the country. but in hi s early 
manhood he left the parental roof and went to Illinois. He located in the 
vic-i,,;t)' of Rockford. and there met and subsequently married Jli ss Ida 
Geise)" who came to America from Germany ",hen a gw-I of about fifteen. 
The early period of their domestic life was passed near the scene of their 
m:lrriage. but in 18iO they came to Iowa and settled on a farm in Grundy 
COunty. There the mother passed away about seven years late r. Fi"e chi l
dren "'ere born to Jlr. and )'frs. Krantz: Ida. the wife of lohn Te~!'en. 
of Whitl'water, \viscon!'in: Lewis E.: John, deceased; i .ouise, \\"ho 
hecame the wife of .-\rthur Ki5er. of South Dakota: and one. who dice! in 
ill fancy. The father b ter married Jli ss :'.Iary Child. and they became the 
p:ltl'nts of se\"Cn ..:hilflren: William. o f Salem. ~oulh Dakota: .-\nhur and 
Irvin. abo resident s of Somh Dakota; 1\\'0. who dil'd in in fancy: llattie. 
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l ancestry 

1880 United States Federa l Census 

Name: Andrew D. Clarke 

Home in 1880: Algona, Kossuth, Iowa 

Age: 37 

Estimated birth year: abt 1&43 

Birthplace: Quebec 

Relation to head-of- Se lf (Head) 
household: 

Spouse's name: Mary J. 

Father's birthplace: New York 

MOlher's birt hplace: New York 

Ne ighbors: 

Occ upation: Real Estate Agent 

Marita l Slatus: Married 

Race: White 

Ge nder: Male 

Cannot read/write: 

Bl ind : 

Deafand dumb: 

Otherwi se disabled: 

Idiotic or insane: 
Household 
Members: 

Name 

Andrew D. C larke 

Mal)' J. C larke 

Edith M. Clarke 
Irma D. Clarke 

Lena Hermann 
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Sllllrc~ ("ilalion; Year 188(). CcnSllS Place ,I/ROIIQ, hOSSlllh luwa: Roll· T9 3-19. Fanlll~ llism!) Fi lm 115-13.19: I'age 19! .J(}(}(}. 
r'numcrlliion DiSlriet, 1-13. Image' {J·J()I 

~ourcc tnform:llion: 
,\l1ceSII} ,com and The Church of Jesus ChnSI ofl alt~r·da~ Smllls 181in l 'ml<,d SiCIII!5 Federal C .. nsu~ [dalaba~c on·line] PrOIa, U I' USA' The Gella 
Il1c .. 2005, 1880 US ("ensus Inde" prOl Ided b~ The Church of Jesu~ ChriS1 of I.auer·da) SallHs <' COPl nghl 1999 Imellec!Ual ]{~seT\c. Inc, 1\11 nghts 
subJcct \0 lh," limited usc 1I~~nsc and other l.:nn' and mndilion, applicable lO thIs sue Original data Uniled Sta1~'S of Am~Tlea Burellu orlhe l"ensu~ I 
I 'ml .. d Sial!.'!. /88(} WashmglOn. 0 C National Archil cs and Records Adminl~lrlltIOIl. 18&0. T9. I,·t"-\ rolls 

I)ncriplion: 
I"his dlllahasc IS an md ... \ to 50 million il1dll iduals enumerated III the 1880 United Stmcs I'ed,'rall"ensus. Ccnsus takers re.:ord,'d man~ d,"tails Illdudlllj 
nam~. addr~ss. occupation. rdallonshlp to the h ... ad orllous.:hold. race. sc". age at lnst hlrthda~. marilal slatus. place ofbmh. parents· place of birth Ad 
Ilumes ofthosc listed 011 the population schedule aTC 111lled 10 aelllallmagcs Oflhc 1880 Federal Censu) Learn more 
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Ancestry World Tree Project: Please add POST -EM's instead of emailing me Page 1 of2 

Z ancestry 
Wetc' 

Home My Ancestry Search Ancestry Community Learning Center Store 

SEARCH N 

Please add POST-EM's instead of emailing me 

Entries: 7601 Updated: Tue Jul 8 15:07:082003 Contact: raisndustbunys 1 

THE INTENT OF THIS GEDCOM IS TO SHARE BIOGRAPHIES CONTAINED WITH-IN THE History of Minnear 
Minneapolis, The S J Clarke Publishing Co, 1923; Edited by: Rev. Marion Daniel Shutter, D.O., LL.D.; Va 

Biographical; volume III - Biographical. 

Index I Descendancy I Register I Download GEDCOM I Add PO! 

• ID: 1813 
• Name: Andrew D. Cla rke 
• Surname: Clarke 
• Given Name: Andrew D. 
• Sex: M 
• _UID: 3670C1ADS19BD611B120000SSDEE24EA 16A2 
• Note: EXTRACTED FROM : History of Minneapolis, Gateway to the Northwest ; Chicago-Minneapolis, The S J 
Clarke Publishing Co, 1923; Edited by: Rev. Marion Daniel Shutter, D.O., LL.D.; Volume I - Shutter 
(Historica l) ; volume II - Biographical; volume III - Biographical 
• Change Date: 26 Apr 2003 at 23:4 1:19 

Marriage 1 Mary J. Phelps 

Children 

1. ~ Mary Edith Clarke 

http://awt.ancestry.comlcgi-binJigm.cgi?op~G ET &db~hom&id~[813 7130107 
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..f ancestry 
Welc 

Home My Ancestry Search Ancestry Community Learning Center Store 

SEARCH N 

Grosvenor, Drayton, LaMont 

Entries: 53465 Updated: Mon Jun 16 19:51:38 2003 

Index I Descendancy I Register I Pedigree I Ahnentafel I Download GEDCOM I Add Post-, 

• lD: 137916 
• Name: Andrew D. CLARKE 
• Sex: M 
• Reference Number: 37916 

Father: Jasper A. CLARKE 
Mother: Laura SUMNER b: JUN 1806 in Jay, Essex, New York 

Marriage 1 Mary Jane PHELPS 

Children 

1. Mary E. CLARKE b: in Algona, Iowa 

Suggested Nex 
Search OneWorldTr 
Clarke, Andrew D. 

Included with this $I 

• View multlph 
generations 

• Change tree 
get the look 

• View suppor1 
I.e., census j 

• View alternal 
information 

• Anonymousl~ 
submitters 0 

Index I Descendancy I Register I Pedigree I Ahnentafel I Download GEDCOM I Add Post-· 

~ Printer Friendly Version ~ Search Ancestry ~ Search AWT Z Join Ancestry.com Today! 
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ancest ry 

Iowa State Census Coliection, 1836- 1925 

Name: Andrew D Clarke 

Census Dale: 1885 

Residence County: Kossuth 

Res idence State : Iowa 

Locality: Algona 

Birth Locat ion: Canada 

Family Number: 225 

Marital Status: Married 

~ourCt Inrormalion: 

Gender: Male 

Birth Year: abl 1842 

Line: 14 

Roll : IA188S_216 

Neighbors: 

Household 
Members: 

Name 

Andrew D Clarke 
Mary J Clarke 
Edith M Clarke 

Irma 0 C larke 
Frederick S C larke 
Nettie Schauff 
Mary Auker 
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