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student in Oberlin Colle!!e. He hacl no eapital when he began 
business. but his integrit~· and abilit~· haw gained him a large 
degree of material sueeess. He is a member of the lodge and en­
eampment of Odd Fellows and of the difft.•rent Masonic bodies, in­
cluding the Shrine. his wife being a member of the Eastern Star. 
His home is a. fine residence whir:h he built on East Jefferson street, 

and he has always voted in the First ward .. 
He married, at Vinton, September 11, 1878, :\fiss Alire C. 

Barger. She was born in Indiana and was brought to Benton dnmty 
as a child, but after her parents died she was reared b~· an aunt. 
Her father w·as James Barger. :\Ir. and :\lrs. :Marietta have two 
children. Zoe, who graduated at the Vinton High School and wa.<; 
a student in Cornell College (Iowa). is the wife of C. H. DeAeres. 
a suecessful merehant of Cedar Rapids. He was the youngest 
member of Compan~· G. recruited at Vinton. in the Spanish­
American war, and served as bugler. He is now a lieutenant in 
Colonel Allen's Fifty-third Regiment. I. );. G. Farle~·, who was 
five years younger than her sister Zor, died of the measles at 
the age of seven. She was a very bright ehild and eould write 

legibly when three years old. 

~iH'll'r~-y'iS·\SWEF}T.-'-With the histor~· of Benton eounty and 
the eity of Belle Plaine the name of Sidney S. Sweet was insepar­
ably identified for a period of forty years. and through all 
the days to come there shall be here aeeorded to his memory a 
h:ibute honor as a man of sterling integrit~·, pronoun<"ed business 
ability and high civic loyalt~-. and as one who contributed in 
generous measure to the progress and material prosperity of the 
county of which he was a pioneer and in whieh he so long main­
tained his home. Through his own "·ell direded endeavors he 
achieved distinetive success, and he was identified with the bank­
ing business in Belle Plaine from the time of his arrival here, in 
1869, until his death, which occurred at his attractive home in 
this city on the 19th of May, 1909. He was president of the First 
National Bank of Belle Plaine from the time of its organization 
until a few months prior to his demise. His business career was 
characterized by courage, confidence. progressiveness and impreg­
nable integrity of purpose; he was a dominating factor in publlc 
affairs in· his county and held various positions of trust, includ­
ing that of representative of Benton county in the state legisla­
ture, as well as that of mayor of his thriving home city. None 
had a more secure place in the confidence and esteem of the com­
munity than did he, and there is all of consistency in entering 

in this work a synopsis of his life history. 
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Sidney S. Sweet was born near North Granville, Washington 
county, New York, on the 29th of August, 1848, and was a son of 
Charles Addison Sweet and Eliza (Slocum) Sweet, both of whom 
were likewise natives of the old "Empire state of the Union, where 
they passed their entire lives and where the father followed the 
vocation of farming throughout his active career. Both families 
were of English extraction and were founded in America in the 
colonial era. The subject of this memoir wa~ ,reared to the sturdy 
discipline of the home farm and his early educational advantages 
were such as were afforded in the common schools of the locality 
and period. Through active association with men. and. affairs in the 
later y'ears of his life he rounded out his mental discipline and be­
came a man of broad information and mature judgment. As a 
young man :Mr. Sweet left the old home state and went to Texas, 
where/he remained about one year, at the expiration of· which he 
came to Iowa. He made his advent in Belle Plaine, Benton county, 
in 1869, and in this village, which was then one of but .small popu-

. ~ation, he engaged in the banking b1isiness by purch~$1g the bank 
·established about two years previously by Samuel· L. Bardwell. 
This was the first financial institution in the town and Mr. Sweet 
individually continued the business for three years, at the expira­
tion of which, in 1872, he became associated with other represen­
tative men of the county in the organization and inco,rporation 
ofAhe First National Bank of Belle Plaine. He became cashier of 
this inStitution and >held this. position until 1877, when he was 
elected its president. He eontinued as chief executive of the 
bank thereafter until Januar~i; 1909, when he resigned the office, 
about five months prior to his death. In 1877 his brother, Lewis 
T., became cashier of the bank, and for twenty-four years there­
after the two were associated as the active executive managers of 
the business of the institution, which now stands as one of the 
substantial and representative banking concerns of this favored 
section of the Hawkeye state. Lewis T. Sweet continued as cashier 
until his death, in 1900, and he too was long numbered among the 
influential and honored business men of Benton county. The pres· 
idency of the institution was resigned by the subject of this 
memoir on the 1st of January, 1909, by his refusal to become a 
candidate for re-election. His ability as a financier was of high 
order and to his efforts more than all else is due the stability and 
popularity of the bank over whose affairs he so long and effec­
tively held sway. For forty years he was identified with the bank­
ing business in the same location, where the present attractive and 
well appointed bank building was erected in 1871 and remodeled 
in 1894. 

• 
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A man of broad mental ken. of progressiw ideas and of ut­
most eh·ie lo~·alt~'· ::\Ir. Sweet naturall:· be!:ame a leader in puhlie 
opinion and action in his eommunity. and though he never was 
ambitious for pnblil' office he ne\·cr rdiu;ed his services when 
ealled upon to assume positions of trust. He was an influential 
factor in the political affairs of his sedion of the state and was 
arra.ved as a stalwart in the eamp of the Republican part~·. of 
whose prineiples and policies he was a stannl'h and able adnwate. 
He served as a member of the cit~· council. was mayor of Belle 
Plaine for two terms, and for more than thirty :-ears he served 
as secretary of the board of e(hwation. In 1885 he was elertrd 
to represent his count:· in the lower homw of the state legislature, 
and in this bod~· fidelity of purpose and his forceful prrsonality 
were recognized, He was a member of the legislature that ('naeted 
the prohibition law of 1886, and thrre :·ears later he was defeated 
for election to the state senate. in th<' turbulent maelstrom that 
swf'pt the Repnbliean ticket in the stnt<> upon the rol'ks of adver­
sit:', as a virtual result of the enadn'ient of the previonsl~· nwn­
tioned prohibition law. For man~· yea,t·s 1Ir. S\\·eet represented 
his count:· at the state and eongressional l'Onwntions. and in 190± 
he represented the fifth congressional distrid in the Republiean 
national (·onwntion. whieh nominat~·tl Roosevelt for the1 presi­
dency. He was one of the Benton f•onnty delegates to the state 
eonventions of his party in 1D01 and 1906. and he continued to 
manifest a vital interest in part~· affairs until the close of his 
life. He was identified with no fr·aternal organizations exr-ept 
the Masonic order. in \Vhieh he attained to the thirt:·-seeond degree 
in the Ancient Aereptecl S!·ottish Rite. IT e newr asked for publie 
offi(·e for himself. and ~meh positions as he filled in this line were 
accepted as a matter of part~· fealt:· and f'i,·ie (hity. In all the 

·relations of life he ''stood four square to every wind that blows.'' 
and upon his <'areer as a business man and as a eitizen there rests 
no shadow or blemish to mar the fair faee of his escutcheon. Mr. 
Sweet was ever tolerant. loyal. generous and liberal. every ready 
to aid those in affliction or distress, but his personal modesty and 
ctniet dignity made him entirel~· free from ostentation. He was 
es~entially democratiC' in his attitude, placed true :·valuations on 
men and affairs and viewed life in all its phases in the correct pro­
portions. His was a strong and noble personality, and his name 
has a place of prominence on the roll of the honored r,ioneers of 

Benton county. 
In the year 1871 :\fr. Sweet was united in marriage to :Miss 

Katharine Brown. whose parents were numbered among the early 
settlers of Benton county, whence they removed to California many 
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years ago. Mrf'. Sweet died about a year after her marriage and 
is survived by no children. On the 17th of January, 1877, was 
solemnized the marriage of Mr. Sweet to Miss Emma Richmond, 
who was born at Lyons, Wayne county, New York, and who sur­
vives him, as do also their two sons and one daughter, Sidney, 
Charles Addison and Eleanor. Charles A., the· second son, is now 
cashier of the First National Bank of Belle Plaine and thus per­
petuates the family connection with the institutioD; of which his 
honored father was the founder, the while he is well upholding 
the high prestige of the name which he bears. Sidney is the owner 
of a box factory in the city of Denver, Colorado, and Miss Eleanor 
remains with her widowed mother in the attractive home in Belle 
plaine. 

Until about a year prior to his death Mr. Sweet was a man of 
exceptional vigor and strength, and his decline was the result of a 
paralytic nature, affecting the arteries. He was able to be about 
town until the day preceding his death, the immediate cause of 
which was a hemorrhage of the brain. He was distinctively the 
architect of his own fortunes, and his success was won by worthy 
means. When he came to Benton county his financial resources 
were very limited, but he pressed forward to the goal of success 
and prosperity and was one of the substantial capitalists of the 
county at the time of his death. His life record offers both lesson 
and incentive and it is a matter of gratification to the publishers 
of this history to be able to offer this brief review of his career. 

WILLIAM JEWITT and IsAAC PICKERING are two of the most 
substantial citizens and prosperous farmers of Van Horne and 
Benton county. They are cousins by blood, but grew up in all 
the intimacy and affection of true brothers, and since attaining 
manhood have always been associated in large and profitable ven­
tures in agriculture and business. The latter, who is a few years 
the younger, lost his father at an early age, and was reared as 
an inmate of the Jewitt household. They are both Yorkshire men 
of sound abilities, have always been Republicans, and the only 
noteworthy difference in their lives is that Mr. J ewitt has re­
mained single, while his life long associate is a married man and 
father of two honored citizens of Union township. 

William J ewitt, who is president of the Farmers' Savings 
Bank of Van Horne, was born in Yorkshire, England, on the 12th 
of October, 1843, and is a son of George and Jane (Stubbs) 
J ewitt, both natives of that country. Of the seven children born 
to them only one other member of the family is now alive, Stephen 
J ewitt, a farmer of Big Grove township, this county. The father 
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parents' place of birth. Additionally, the names of those listed on the population schedule are 
linked to actual images of the 1880 Federal Census. Learn more...._. 
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Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 - Ancestry .com 

~ancestryc: 
You searched for Sidney S. Sweet iu Iowa 

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY 

© 1997-2010 Ancestry.com 

Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 

Name: Sidney S Sweet 

Birth Year: abt1849 

Birth Place: New York 

Gender: Male 

Marital Status: Married 

Census Date: 1885 

Residence State: Iowa 

Residence County: Benton 

Locality: Belle Plaine 

Roll: IA188s_146 

Line: 11 

Family Number: 424 

Neighbors: 

Household Name 
Members: 

Source Information: 

Sidney S Sweet 

~mmahSweet 

Sidney R Sweet 

Charles A Sweet 

Nellie Sweet 

Ancestry.com. Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 [database on-line]. Provo, UT. USA: 
Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2007. 

Age 

36 

33 
6 

3 

0 

Original data: Microfilm of Iowa State Censuses, 1856, 1885, 1895, 1905, 1915, 1925 as well 
various special censuses from 1836-1897 obtained from the State Historical Society oflowa via 
Heritage Quest. 

Description: 
This database contains Iowa state censuses for the following years: 1856, 1885, 1895. 1905, 1915, 
and 1925. It also include .. s some head of household censuse.s and other special censuses from 
1836~1897. Information avaHable for an individual will V'd.ry according to the census year and the 
information requested on the census form. Some of the information contained in this database 
though includes: name, age, gender, race, birthplace, marital status, and place of enumeration. 
Learn more ... 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.
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1900 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

~ancestry;; ( 
You searched for Sidaey S. Sweet in Iowa 

1900 United States Federal Census 

Name: Sidney S Sweet 

Home in 1900: Belle Plaine, Benton, Iowa 

Age: 50 

Birth Date: Aug 1849 

Birthplace: NewYork 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

Relationship to Head 

Head of Honse: 

Father's New York 

Birthplace: 

Mother's New York 

Birthplace: 

Spouse's name: EmmaR 

Marriage Year: 1876 

Marital Status: Married 

Years Married: 24 

Occupation: View on Image 

Neighbors: 

Household Name 
Members: SidniD: S Sweet 

EmmaRSweet 

Sidney R Sweet 

~harles A Sweet 

Nellie R Sweet 

Source Citation: Year: 1900; Census Place: Belle Plaine, Benton, Iowa; Roll 
T6:23_.-417; Page: sA; Enumeration District: 1. 

Ancestry.eom. 1900 United States Federal Census [database on-line]. 
Provo, liT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2004. 

Age 

50 

47 

22 

18 

15 

21 

Original data: United States of America, Bureau of the Census. Twelfth Census of the United 
States, 1900. Washington, D.C.: National .Archives and Records Administration, 1900. T623, 1854 
rolls. 

Description: 
This database is an index to individuals enumerated in the 1900 United States Federal Census. 
the Twelfth Census ofthe United States. Census takers recorded many details including each 
person's name, address, relationship to the head of household, color or race, sex, month and year 
of birth, age at last birthday, marital status, number of years married, the total number of 
children born of the mother, the number of those children living, birthplace, birthplace of father 
and mother, if the individual was foreign born, the year of immigration and the nuntber of years 
iu the United States, the citizenship status of for-eign-born individuals over age h\'enty-one, 
occupation, and more. Additionally, the names of those listed on the population schedule are 
linked to actual images of the 1900 Federal Census. ~ 

Contact Us: 1-SOQ-ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Bklg Affiliates Advertising 

© 1997-2010 Ancestry.com Corporate Information PRIVACY POUCY Terms and ConditiOns 

. . 
Page 1 of1 

Ancestry .com 

httn://search.ancestrv.cornlcl!i-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&db=1900usfedcen%2c&rank=0&=%2c... 8/30/2010 
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rootsweb Findin9 our roots toaether. 

Welcome to RootsWeb.com Sign in 

AN 

~ancestry 
COMMUN;TY 

I DISCOVER MORE > I 

I Home I Searches Family Trees J Mailing Lists Message Boards Web Sites Passwords Help 

First Name 

Find Your Family Members Now 

Last Name State 

All 

Plain Sweet - not verified 

People Search includes: 
Phone Numbers, Age, 
Birthdates, Income and more. 

Entries: 7046 Updated: 2010-07-08 20:09:14 UTC (Thu) 
Contact: S...hirl~y_B.~~.k~r ' · ' · . . .. · ' 

This is an unverified database, use as a starting point. It consists of information I have collected or been given. 

• ID: I4685 
• Name: Sidney Slocum SWEET 
• Sex: M 
• Birth: 26 AUG 1848 in North Granville, Washington Co., NY 
• Death: 19 MAY 1909 in Belle Plaine, Benton Co., Iowa 
• Note: 

From: john.chandler@alum.mit.edu (John Chandler) 
To: SWEET -L@rootsweb.com 
Subject: Re: Riley SWEET 

Chris wrote: 
> I have just been given a picture of Riley SWEET, Capt 
in the Revolution. I have not been able to find any 
information about Riley in the Revolutionary War, but 
have found Capt Riley SWEET in 
>the War of 1812 

You should be able to deduce the time of the painting by 
the clothing or uniform he was wearing. 

I believe my Charles Addison SWEET's father was Riley 
SWEET. Does anyone know further information on this 
person? 

Both Riley (1785-1853) and Charles A. (1819-1878) were 
buried in the Sweet Cemetery in North Granville, 
Washington Co, NY. It's plausible they were father and 
son, but there's no direct evidence on the stones. 
Charles also had a wife Elizabeth SLOCUM (1821-1860) 
buried there, as well as children Dewitt H. (1845-1900) 
and Annie M. (1856-1872), and a second wife Sarah M. 
ROWE (1821-1872). 

First Name 

Last Name 

Age 

htto:/ /wc.rootsweb.ancestrv .com/csz:i-bin/isz:m.csz:i?oo=GET &db=sbckr 1 &id=I4685 8/30/2010 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.

Roots Web's WorldConnect Project: Plain Sweet- not verified 

John Chandler 

From: "BILL/CHRIS BURK" <bburkiii@earthlink.net> 
Date: Wed Sep 1, 2004 8:47:32 PM US/Pacific 
To: SWEET-L@rootsweb.com 
Subject: Riley SWEET 

I have just been given a picture of Riley SWEET, Capt in 
the Revolution. I have not been able to fmd any 
information about Riley in the Revolutionary War, but 
have found Capt Riley SWEET in the War of 1812 (which 
I understand was also referred to as the Revolution). I 
believe my Charles Addison SWEET's father was Riley 
SWEET. Does anyone know further information on this 
person? 

Chris Burk 
Albuquerque, NM 

From: "WILLIAM BURK" <bburkiii@earthlink.net> 
Date: Sat Sep 4, 2004 8:44:10 AM US/Pacific 
To: SWEET -L@rootsweb.com 
Subject: Re: Riley SWEET 

John, Cyndi and the list!! Thanks for the amazing 
responses - I will give you all what I know about the 
Charles A SWEET descendents. I was quite aware of the 
DNA project and so wished there was a male SWEET that 
I could entice to participate. Charles A SWEET was my 
husband's descendent. Here 
is his line: 

William Emmett BURK, III (my husband), b. Santa Fe, 
NM m. Christiana B BURK, b. Los Angeles, CA 
We have (2) daughters, Elizabeth Suzanne BURK and 
Caroline Margaret BURK 

Bill's parents: 
William Emmett BURK, Jr, b. 10 Apr 1909, Louisville, 
KY, d. 1 Jan 1988, Albuquerque, NM 
m. Suzanne SWEET, 31 Oct 1933, Santa Fe, NM- b. 17 
Jun 1912, Belle Plaine, Benton Co, lA, d. Jun 1977, 
Albuquerque, NM 
Their children- William Emmett BURK, III and Charles 
SweetBURK 

Suzanne's parents: 
Charles Addison SWEET, b. 10 Nov 1881, Belle Plaine, 
IA, d. 31 Dec 1966, Albuquerque, NM 
m. Caroline Helen VAN METER 29 Jun 1909, Belle 
Plaine, lA-b. 8 Jul1882, Belle Plaine, IA, d. 4 Jun 1964, 
Albuquerque, NM 
Their children- Sidney Slocum SWEET, b. 23 Jul1910, d. 
24 Jul1910, Belle Plaine, lA and Suzanne SWEET 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.
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Charles A SWEET's parents: 
Sidney Slocum SWEET, b.26 Aug 1848, N Granville, 
Washington Co, NY, d. 19 May 1909, Belle Plaine, IA 
m. Katherine BROWN, 1871, Belle Plaine, IA d. 1872, 
Belle Plaine, IA 
m. Emma Nancy RICHMOND, 17 Jan 1877, Lyons, 
Wayne Co, NY- b. 15 Jul1851, Lyons, NY, d. Aft 1910 
Their children- Sidney Richmond SWEET, b. 4 Jan 1878, 
Belle Plaine, IA -
Charles Addison SWEET and Eleanor Richmond SWEET, 
b. 22 Sep 1884, Belle 
Plaine, IA 

Sidney Slocum SWEET's parents: 
Charles Addison SWEET, b. 1819, MA, d. 10 Nov 1878, 
N Granville, NY 
m. Elizabeth SLOCUM, b. 15 Sep 1847, Washington Co, 
NY b. 29 Oct 1821, Washington Co, NY, d. 21 Nov 1860, 
Granville, NY 
m. Sarah ROWE, b. 1821, d. 1872 
Children of Charles A and Elizabeth - Sidney Slocum 
SWEET, Cornelia SWEET, 
Lewis Tabor SWEET, Elisabeth SWEET, Anna Mary 
SWEET, Charles Addison SWEET, 
and Caroline(?) SWEET 

Cornelia SWEET - b. 24 Apr 1850, never married, d. 
Unknown 
Lewis Tabor SWEET - Feb 1852, Granville, NY, d. 1900 
Belle Plaine, IA, m. Catharine RICHMOND, 24 Oct 1894 
Elisabeth SWEET - b. Abt 1854, NY 
Anna Mary SWEET, b. 15 Aug 1856, N Granville, NY, d. 
1 Aug 1887, N Granville, NY 
Charles Addison SWEET, b. 10 Jun 1858, Granville, NY, 
d. Aft 1909, Omaha, NE, m. Gabrielle HURLEY, 6 Sep 
1888, Polk Co, IA 
Caroline(?) SWEET, b. 1860 

Sidney Richmond SWEET, b. 4 Jan 1878, Belle Plaine, 
IA, d. Unknown, m. Sara Martha FISHER, 16 Nov 1904 
Their Children- Jane and Mary SWEET (twins) b. Abt 
1913 

Eleanor Richmond SWEET, b. 22 Sep 1884, Belle Plaine, 
lA, d. 8 Apr 1969, 
Los Angeles, CA, m. Paul W. SMITH 
Their children - Sylvia SMITH, Paul W SMITH, Jr and 
Sidney William SMITH 

I have the references for the above if anyone is interested, 
and I have uploaded my line to Roots Web. I feel fairly 
sure that Riley SWEET was the father of Charles A 
SWEET, since I have a picture of him which lists him as 
the g-g-g-grandfather of Sylvia (listed above as Sylvia 
SMITH). Sylvia was a cousin of Suzanne SWEET. I 
believe that he really is the g-g-grandfather of Sylvia and 
Suzanne. Up to now I have not found any males 
descendents that could participate in the DNA project. If 
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anyone has any additions, corrections, etc, I would love to 
hear. 

Chris Burk 
Albuquerque, NM 

fll' Ancestry Hints for Sidney Slocum SWEET 
~ancestry, 

Father: ~hwles_Addis.QnSWEJ~I b: 1819 in Massachusetts 
Mother: Eli?:Ilh~tb_S_LQC:UM b: 29 OCT 1821 in Washington Co., NY 

Marriage 1 K~J1hexingBRQ_WN 

• Married: 1871 

Marriage 2 Emmi!l'-L<mc;y_RJCHMQND b: 15 JUL 1851 in Lyons, 
Wayne Co., NY 

• Married: 17 JAN 1877 

Children 

1. S!_dney_Ri9hm_o_ndSWEEI b: 4 JAN 1878 in Belle Plaine, 
Benton Co., Iowa 

2. II Chl!l:les_~ddiSQ!lSWEEI b: 10 NOV 1881 in Belle Plaine, 
Benton Co., Iowa 

3. Ele_i!_n_Qr_Ric:b!11ondSWEEI b: 22 SEP 1884 in Belle Plaine, 
Benton Co., Iowa 

I hope this helps you in your search. Let me know if you can correct or add information. 
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World Connect Program. If you have a problem with a particular entry, please contact the submitter of said 
entry. You have full control over your GEDCOM. You can change or remove it at any time. 

RootsWeb is funded and supported by 1\ncestry,~;:om and our loyal RootsWeb community. Leam_fllQ(!'!, 
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