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Standard Form For Members of the Le91s latur e 

Name of 

1 . Birthday and place /0 ~ !f"'lf 

2 . Marriage {s) date place 

3 As·~. · t· f 1 ·· . lQnl 1cant events or examp e: 

4. Church membership ________ ~~~~~------------------------
., '5-r "' 11" 1 fl. /} 

S. Sessions served J/ o<.: f.t'-•· , • "/f.t.l rt 't; 1 18'S&. It 9 /i ~~--~~--T, ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~--

6. Public Offices 
~ ' 

A. Local l'j.r~-1, , ,.r / '. l 

7. 
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• ' 
Sl.OO a Year in Iowa NO.I6 

0 Oley Nelson, Slater's Grand 
k========~ Old Man, Died Last Friday 

Paaaed Away Laat Saturday 
Afternoon: Funeral at 

Xelley, Yesterday 

Reinert U olland, long ti me res
dent of south of Ke lley, d ied las t 

Raturday afternoon at the ~:.:c of 
76 years. In failin~ health for 
aNne time, he had been mu~h 

worse of late and the final sum
mons on Saturday had hrrr1 ""' 
t1~ipnted _ The chi lolrcn wen· at 
pis h edside. 

Funeral rit.cs were held yester
the Bethany church at 
'.!:00 o 'clock with his 

Rorem, in cbar£e. 

Buried With Military Rltee 
on Monday- Large Orowd 

Attends the Services .-
' "" open caRk~t for lh<' 0. A. R 
rile~ . Dr. Overton ~[ennett Jf 
Lo~ Angele~. Calif., national com
manuer , served as chaplain. He 

Hon. Oley Ne lson, 9:3, past na- nlso sang t\~O solos. Judge Wil
tional commander of the Grand l~lt, 9:3, of Ta.ma, Iowa; a~~isted, 
Army of the -R t•puhlic, died a t a< dicl also Comrade Noll, 93, of 
2:45 o'clock last Friuay after- Urinnell, who read the final words, 
r oon at the hJmc of a daughter, "'Taps are soundeu, lights a re 
:\Ir. a nd Mrs. Charley SkJrlman. <.ut; the soltlier sleeps.'' 

?llr. Nelson took sick in Febru- There were many floral trih. 
ary, whrn he had LWIJ st rokes u:~'· probably the largest num
whir:h nffteted his r ighl side. lie ber evH in Sla ter . They, with 
\\lls making a nice recovery when tlu• large Amer ica.n flags and the 
he sutfr r~d a rl'lapsc on t he 81 h. IIIli! d rnpPd casket made a very 
From then on he gradually {ailed nn )ll'essi ,-c set ting, fitting to every 
1 ill Friday nfternJon, wh~n he dt•taiL Tn addition to the fl ow
pnssrd !lii'Uj' . lie had been gi\'rn l t s there wnc muny gifts to t he 
C\'ery care, two of his dau~hters, missions in hi.~ mcmJrv cominno 
J:~atricc and Mrs. Skortmnn, he - from r r latiHs nnd f;i ~nds, fn~ 
in:.: almo~t constantly nt !tis side. Hil t! n~a r. Lorally there were 

Funr ral sen·ice~ were held last <·r.ntrihutions (rom the J,a,Jies' 
:•londny ~ftrrnoon frum the hJmP .\;d, th~ uu::r iliary antl the Dorea~ 
;,nrl til ~ l:o•t ltlr•hc m chnrt·h , w he re t_'i rdc of the ncthlehern church 
I e 1~~trl worsh ipped d uring his ns well ns tit~ hu sinrs.~ mr n. Mes: 
l•m:: rt•sitlen~ 1• in ~Ia t •• r. Tltcy ~n:;-:•s a rul trle:;:-rams carne from 
wrrr in drar·;:r of his p~st o r. ro1nro}' p .)int,, he:trin:; word~ of 
hev. F:. H. Rorrm_ whJ was a~- ;·•:mpathy antl cheer . 
,isted by Dr. Fr<'d~ric-k Wecrtz Mrs. R G. Not t had the ar
c.r the St. John'~ Luthera 11 rnngrments in cha r~:r. a~ well as 
,.r,urch. Des Moint•s. Rc ,· . Rorfm th~ flowe rs. She was ably assist 
tnok ns hi s text . "~·rk y ,. First rei hy Lc~ri :m rn ~mlter3 and mem
tlte KinJ,:dmu uf G~•l. " In thr l•<'r' of tht• Legion auxili11ry. 
•·nurse of his talk It(' wove n llnrial tuok place in the nethle
ho •nutifu l wreath in memory of hrm cPm?tery, beside his wif~ 
lloe decrnsed, a close fri<•nrl. Dr . """ his nw thrr. A military ~:nard 
' \ 'eertz. Ill whos~ church ~!r. co{ honor. twr nty- thrre :> f them. 
:O:t•lsJn had oft t•n worship rv:-•1 ''""'' h••r.,rc th~ grnvt• antl fired 
\\'hile in Des ~lu inrs. spcol; c• on IIH' a thro• r -,·ull r y ' a lut~. Af ter which 
It· :oct. "As F'o r ~le and ~ly !louse. tap' \\'err sounded. SJns of vet
\\' ~ Will !-5c•r,·c th (• I.QI'rL" I k•. ~rnns artrd a.~ p allbea rers. 

paid a h~autiful , fitting Th<' crowd was the largest ever 

~~5;~ij~~~a,f~i~~t~o;~t~he~~l;J,n:~g; nscful "linf'e"'-'t~Oall.~tt· enll u funer11l at Slater. The 

te im
,Jnn•

hrid .. _ 

l·:d win 
til-.: 

in n 
si lk 

y loltu: 

c·• ·r•·-
1-!' din· 
,: r nu111 

o r Ht l•" 

on the p iano. 
Scr ipture rcadinc a nd prayer was 
followed by a voc r.J solo, a ~or
wcj:!ian favorite, "Fly Snm en 
Fu~-:1 til Din Klippe,'' by Jc!Tc ry 
W chur<IH•m Tho fune ral se r mon 
followed. In closin~ the ludi ~s' 
quinteL sung, "Abide wilh Me. " 

There were many flo ral piec e~ 
and lln unus ually large number of 
gifts to the mis~ions io his mem
ory. Burial was mudc in the 
f11mily Jot in the Kellt·y ccmet~ry. 

Spring Luther League 
Convention at Ames 

: Cll The xpring c.: on \'~ n t inn of the 
·<I "' ' tory City •·ir •·nit Lutht•r !.t•:t!:ll<' 
ln l ol~. will I•~ hchlut the 11.-thl'sda Lu<h

rati•u1s er1ut ~lturcl1 at Arllt' "\ t1u· lutt •· r 
.r color part Of tlu· we>'k-.\p1·iJ ~~. :!:J 
·cl rwar nncl 2·1. 'fht· cJil\'c•ut inrt tlu• uw 

1•
111

lwr!i i..". "'('hrist-Coulrollc•d l.i\·t-s," unci 
the: t•tm v:~n t icll\ s pt• ahPI'. H ~· v . • J. 

lml h ),, Kuutsnu uf Ln let• ~)ill s, l uwn. 
'l'hP Tlu• uJU"nin~ sc•t'IIIHII .111 F ritl ny 

tina nriHI seart11rv o f 111 kc•n in th ~ basemtnt, leaving 
:-:t. Olaf ··ollt•::t•, SJHik•· in loo• l;aH nf llu• unrtlm1· to seek places of 
1hr l ' nirrd l'l<n rc ·lt an<l St. Olaf ltcl\'nntn~~ on th!' lawn. The 
•· · • ll r~<'. ll r also atlo lr d 11 lin<' ttumbrr probably tota lled 1,100 
t rihn l" . ro r ntnr<'. The lout! sp~aktr sys-

Tiu· ; iu:: ing in.-Jud,•tl (\\·n v.•cnl to•ut mu.d t• it possihlP for ev~rv
'"1'" hy Donnie! 1'rtrr,., 11_ •- Jn hood~· tn ht•nr thr s~n· i•·••S, ~o 
1i1•• C:urclru .. and · ·~•HIH~wltf\ r•' u m;d lt'r wllt"rP lht~~· snl. )fr. ITnt-
Voi<·~ Is Cullin::." Th:• Riis l••ry, chir r of I he r Jud patrol, 
<Jil ar-rct san:: lltt~·•• numh.- r,, was ht•rc In dirr<·t thr traflic. II <! 
"Thr Olol nu::::c•tl ('t'OISS," .. ~ .. tH'IOll:..'hl with h im two oth l'r rout! 
1\i::ht '!'),...-.·-- au ol "l!o·a utifu l p:t l ro l nf!ierr~ ;uul lltt•y rn rc<l for 
l.:u tol," ~J r, , Hut it Fauso·h J•ro•- thi< ll', ll·k mithnut II hitc·h . 
,j,(,·tl al lht' .1r;!:1 t1. Arrw u;.! th o,..·• prC'st•nt wrrr 

llou- nr thr wry illl(II'"S>i \'1' .: •• ,-_ :-lo•lsun 1\ras..Ju·l. Adj. (l,., .. 
pa l' l'\ o f l l~t · ~· ·n·j,. ,., IPol< pla t•t• l'llurh•:-; c:rnhl. \V. F'. lln thttwny 
wllt'l1 lilt• 1-inl war \' l•h•ntll'\ pr~·s~ ~; · n d III:IJlY nt)wr.; rrom J)(l's ~f t\ itlr!i 
t•n!. lh•t• uf (11" 111 , ~atlw1't•d urnlllh l (Con Uoued on Lut Pate) 

Don't Use Rusty 
Cream Cans 
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pedcs tri ~ n 

C':.u~e of numerous traffic d~nths. 

Notice of the Appointment of 
.0 . R. Peterson, Admlnatntor 
BtaiA of ldw., Story Couaty, u : 

No. SH S 

In l!Xl7 almos~ fifty per cent of 
1tloo elaas Saturd., Ill tlae p eople injured ;>r killed in 

Notlco Ia horoby glun that tho aadar• 
alrnod haa boon duly appointed and qual• 
iflod u Admlniatrator of tho utato of 
Andrew Sodorland, dtco&aod, latA of 
Story county. All peuona lndobiAcl \o 
u ld utaiA aro roquuiAd to mt.U •· 
modlata payment ; and U..ooo · b&'fllll 
ctaimo arainat tho ""'' will p.....at 
them, duly authontlcatod. to the wor• 
l i(lntd for allowance, and ftle In llle omt. 
of tho Clerk of the Diatrict Court. 

tlwly Clbarell .. 
. Rorem. Putor ~ . 
eervice5 e t 9:il5 a. m. 
school at l O:i iS ,_ m. 
tioa class S..tdrday 
: 10:45. . 
!t a id meets Thufaday, 

a ccillenta invol ving a utomob iles 
were pedest r ians. .Uany of these 
~<ecidents \vere caused by people 
walkin~ on th e wrJng ( the r ight 
hand ) side of the r oad in rura l 
c:ommunit i<'s. 1'h L~ does Jccur in 
spite of t he ~:rea l nu mber o f bul 
k t ins, wnrn inj!~ OJI() splendid 
n~wspnper editorials w hich have 

Traveling 
or Shipping? 

•••• ASK USI 0 . R. PETERSON. Adminlattator 
Dated March 2g, I g38, 

L. E. DAVISSON, 
Clerk Diatrict Court 

JGES CHUBOB : appenr<'d on the ~ubj~c t. 

11 TO" 're plann.Jng a lrlp-oo...tdor 
tho adu.t>taqu ol MUwaul:M RoAd 
untco. A it ·<" '" .CI.iou d, luzury· 
loW>qo ooach: . J :11 prilldpal tralu 
•.. low prl"'t<l meala • • • courtooQI, 
frlondly oorrie.. Compuo tho ~ 
wUA any othor lorm ol tn n l Announcements 

1. Loland, Putor" F.very school, communit~·. club 
school at 10. nntl civic or~nu iznuon ou~tht t J 

II yorr 'ro olllppl.ng &oyth.lnq, uy· 
whoro-<Jol tho bonoBI ol our ad .teo. 
Nolhlnq to too luqo or loo omalllo< 
uato handla o!Bc!ontly and chMrNlly. 

For County Atton~ey 

· . h. t:! ress tra Oic r ules and regula. 
! D eerv•~a 1n c . a rfle t ions. 

Maxwell F. Smith of Amee U. a 
candidate for Count.7 .A.ttorneJ, alll>
ject to the Story county RepubUca• 
primaries in J une, 1938. one. Walk 

1eeting a t 8:00 W ed
l ing at the hot11e of 
rs. T. N. ~ydnesa. 

<l ion claas meets &t 6:30 

with the semaphore Tho ehueooa uo JOU ca.nun limo, 
worry ud mot>oy by tr .. ollnq or 

day evenina-. 

.ODIBr CBlJBCII 
T. Perkins, Pastor 

School a.t 10:00 L. m. 
worship at 11. Sirmon 

or. 
1ve no church home we 
to come a nd worship 

' cr ~CH. SLATER 
Sc 10 :00 a. m. 
sen a.:es &t 11. 
services at '7:45. Rev. 
l o f D es Moines will bo 
both mee tin i'S. 
teeting at 8 on W ed
·n ing. 

STINE CBUBCB 
: Buland, Pu tor 
service3 a t 9:• 5. S un
&ftcr t he services. 

.n Cbarcb., Huxley 
.school a t 9 :45 a. m. 

' llorf college students
wman, AI Lehman and 
al Joe Ror em, enjoyed 
•r vaeatiO!JS a t t~efr" r e.' 
Jmea. . -· :1~~. 

t hose f r om a d istance 
·!r a l rites f or Hon. Oley 
re Mr. a nd Mrs. F.liaa 
Mr. and Mrs. Aaron 
her mother, Mrs. Eri~k· 

near Kanawha. Rev. 
e nca r coming. H e was 
ime friend .of the de· 

nd Mrs. E. M. Jo:li~sen 
hter ~ • Houston, Minne· 
• II' ·~ k 'a visilJrs at 

of .. foll<s , Mr. an d 
· ge Ncr ne!ls, of nor thcut 
. r ema ining till Sunday 

?.l r . Eliassen- has been 
tJ head the Houston 
no tl1er year. 

•d Mrs. C. F . Nowning 
rei 11t 1linner on F.Mter 

li:rht~. Do not jnywalk. no not ahlpplnq our Tho :WUwaul:M &.d. For County Su~rrlaor 
cross in t he nit.Jdle ;>( a block. Your local ao ... t wUl woleomo tho I with to announce th&t I a.m a 
lf you m ust wal k on highways or op1;>ort:unl!J to dlocuu your lr&MpOr· caiWI.id.o.te for the olflee of County Su-

pervisor for the t.enn ~inn!~ Ju-
l"t.ral road~. walk on t he! ~le~~f:t,~s~id~erl--l':r."Tl"'""""'~iii~~·"fth:f 1939, aubject to the will of 
< ~ thl' roud, facin~ the o vot.era In Jun.. 
l'llr9. T hese and many J .. C. Eralud 
'·' arn i n ~:s shou ld he ohcyc tl F.or R.tpresentaUn 
pedestr ian s. a candidate for Repre.ent&o 

Stop 1 Look ! tive ! rom Story county, aubject to 
the , Republic&n prhnarlel In JUD .. 

Live longer! (from first pa.ce) 1938. 

Lawren~ Sko r tm an 
c&me h ome to attend the 
r ites fo r his grandfa the r , 
Nelson, on Monday. 

Drok e his n cck- nnd 
k now it. A hnmn n mole 
th irty yr•nrs! Se vera l of 
t~restin~ fl'aturcs in 'rhc 
•·an \Vecldy, the magazine 
l ributcd with nt>:tt Sundny's Chi· 
•·no Jlcruld nnd F.xnmint r . 

)fr . and Mrs. Amos \V11Iker of 
: >c~ Moines had :\s the ir ~unday 
::nests ~!r. a nd !lfrs . Rny Wa!ker 
:and Mr. and ~I rs. W . Nos h of 

lnnd, Or~:ron. Mr. nnd ~Irs. 

l~ lnr~ncc Walker nnd fam ily anti 
.:-l r . Soderst rom of Kdlry, Mr. 

IIollnnd anll I'r'f. Tltomp- i C. E. LooldnebDI 
~ Neva.(la, Iowa . .· 

~~~n of St. Oiaf colleg~ ; P resident 
\ t I £ \ R For County R.tcorcler 

: s rup _,anon o • mes ; ev. I am a candidate !or Story Cow::r 
fJ u~n if D Oif S ; R~v. Kreutzman Recorder , aubject to the R.epublkaD 
of A lll'man ; Rev. Duland, leaders prirnarje3 in June. 
in pa t r iJ tie organizations from \ Sin& Kloater 

all pa r ts of the state-in !ac t, For Sherif 
f ri l' tHI~ from all walks of life. I wi3h t<> announce my ·candidacy 

S tar ts on F ,"iday- GAMBLE'S 
G SA L E . Values, Values, 

ValueB!"Tor~·n-'Mc.-Sp~c ial , 
4 -ioch brush included a t no extra 
cost with pureh&se o f 5 jlal. sta a·d
ard houeo p&int. Gamble Stores. 

Apos tle Spoo,.. Fnored Gilt. 
A set o~ thirteen Apos tle IPOOill 

was a favorite chnst.enln r cttt 
among the wealthy In Tudor and 
early Stuart periods. 

for re.elcction to the ol!\c:e of aherif 
oi Story .:ounty, aub.lect to the will 
a! the republican vot.eTI at the l!rl· 
manes, J une 6, 1938. 

Nevadaj Iowa. C. V. MeCrlif. 

For Coun~y Attorney 
I am a cand ida~ for County Attor

ney, aubjee~ to the R.epublic.an pri
maries of Story county in June, 1938. 

Chester 0, Houi<!n 

Worry De4De4 
Worry II Just a form ot da::r• 

dreaminr In which you are tho roal 
Instead of the hero . 

nod Mr. a nd l\lrs . W. E . W alker ==========================
a nd Sybil of ~later an d ~f i ss Car 
r ic G jcrdc vig o f Des ) -f oincs , ln. 

Mr. Rnd i\lr>1. Ilnrolal F:rRIImd 
l'n t rrt n i n~d 1he ma•mhrrs of thr 
Sinter n•·itll!~' cl uh at thei r plea:~ 
a nt rount ry home last 1'hursrlay 
r·\·l'nin~t. it h~in~ thP or j!aniza . 
lion 's lust sclulula•d meeting for 
tl• e spri n~?. T hl' h i ~h scorers and 
winnrr~ n f t hr priz~s were Mr. 
anti ~I r~. Phil R .1otl. Thr• hostess 
served n d elicious l nnclt at the 
xocial hour. 

It's Here!! 
District No. P-8 

NOMINATP.: 

MAXWELL rr. 
SMITH 

I'OA 

COUNTY AT T ORNEY 
0~ 

STORY COUNTY 
RI[P' U BU C A N P'AIMAAli[S JUNE 1,1Ue 

Notice of Hea ring on Establishing o f Proposed Second&ry 
Road District 

Notico ia haroby r iven that thoro hu boon fllod in the office or tho County Auditor 
of Story County, • petition lor tho u tabliohmont of a Diotrict lor tha aurl"lna- the 
lollowintr deserobed secondary roads: Commeneintr at tha northwu~ corner of 
Section 17 • 82 • 24. Palu tine Townthip. and runa out two milu alontr tho north 
line of S_ectiona 17 and 16 • 82 - 24 and ia two mrlu lontr. Said road a to be our
laced with trravol. 

Said Di•triet to include tho followintr due ribod ru l utate : 

Subdivi•ion Soc. Twp. Ranro Ownar 
NEl SE! .•.•. • 8 S2 24 J onnio J uno Roblnoon .••••• •••••••• 
E<. Rll roda 
S 3 rod• . • ..••. 8 82 24 ·Iva N. and Jennie Juno Roblnaon .•• 
NEl SEI 

.. 

• 

.,,. 

fto 
Betty 

nlukov 
day tre1 
dAy. 

Phi}4 
M.argena 
l'hilip 
and lla 
t=er een1 

EVeTJ 
goJd til 
!es abol 
by the 

Eug e1 
Bnr nh&J 
Seh&ndt 
earned 

tri'ade ~ 
ftj 

W e b 
in our 
p lntn b 

W ti 1 
Z.'rday. 
c orrect 

Tholf 
Friday 
•'nn LiJ 
Phillis 
Wilna 
I On, J& 
1 ee anc 

We 1 
Alaska 
today. 

J'i 
Mn . 

lu t Fr. 
Tb)ttt 

ing we• 
Swa nso1 
Burnba 
wU'd R 

: .\.: "It\ Blu 
.. ~ ~: .. . - .--1' ...... 
·• Selmer 

.. 

I:lvln ·t. 
Llewell: 

We 
jump il 
grad ea. 
were al 
atandar . 
arithme 
tiuding 
('0 Uid 

record . 
Thoae 

r oll for 
Lucille : 
r.ucille 
won, Be 
Blaskov 
K athry» 

In ou 
! m·es ill 

We'vr 
~ late n 
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OLEY NELSON 
Rq•r~~cnWt.ivc Twcnt.> - fi nJ t. and Twt•nty·•~~und Ju wa 

Cen~rnl Anen>bli..a, PIAG-1888 
Preoltl. nl Jowl\ Piun eer Law makers A .. oe intion 

1919- 1920 
Stat.<> Commnndor !'own Department C . A. R . 

1 ~27-192g 
Nativnal Grand Cumma nd<•r G. A. H. 

1~35- 193 t< 

'-.!..--

OLEY NELSON-AN UNFORGETTABLE 
CHARACTER 

By JOHN P. HERRICK 

One of the unforgettable characters I have met in the 
past decade was the late Oley Nelson of Slater, Iowa, one 
of the friendliest men I have ever known. Traveling to
gether on a transcontinental train we found we had 
mutual friends in Iowa. One of them was my father-in
law, the late Lafayette Young, with whom he had suved 
in the Iowa Assembly. They had been friends for fifty 
years. Oley Nelson was on his way to his Iowa home 
from an official visit to the few r emaining Grand Army ~ 

posts throughout the country, a circle trip of more than 
6,000 miles. Some of the posts had only three members. 
Oley Nelson was then Commander-in-Chief of the Grand 
Army of the Republic and 91 years young; he did not 
appear to be a day over 70. 

The story of Oley Nelson's life is worth telling to the 
youth and grownups of toda;y. His father was a farmer 
in far-off Norway, his mother a village school teacher. 
When the young farmer proposed, the teacher said: "I 
will marry you on one condition-that we go to that 
great, free country of America, where the children, with 
whom we hope to be blessed, will have the best chance to 
succeed in life." Oley's father loved the homeland dearly, 
but he loved the blue-eyed, flaxen-haired school mistress 
more. So they were married in 1843, and t he following 
spring embarked for America, a voyage of seven long 
weeks on a sailing vessel. They landed at Castle Gar
den, in New York, thence up the Hudson to Albany by 
boat. From Albany to Buffalo they traveled on an Erie 
canal packet, speed less than three miles per hour, furn
ishing their own bedding. It surprised them to learn 
that the western terminus of the canal was 500 feet 
higher than Albany. Fro~ Buffalo, they voyaged up 
the Great Lakes on a paddle-wheel steamer, and disem
barked at the bustling little frontier settlement of Mil
waukee. The 1840 census gave Milwaukee 1,712 popula-

117 
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ANNALS OF IOWA 

tion ; Buffalo, 4,470, and the great port city of New 
York, 391,114. 

A drive of 90 miles west from Milwaukee in a covered 
wagon, brought them to a log house in Primrose, Dane 
county, Wisconsin, that Norwegian friends had ready 
for them. The day after they arrived in Primrose, Oley 
was born. 1 He just missed being born in a covered 
wagon. 

When the Civil War began, Oley's father enlisted in 
the Union army. Oley, then seventeen, wanted to go 
along, but his mother insisted he was needed on the 
farm. The father died in 1862, while enroute home from 
the army on sick leave. When Oley was twenty, his 
mother agreed to his enlistment, and he joined the Wis
consin University Regiment, so called because every one 
of the thousand members was under twenty-one. 

Two years after Oley came home from the war, a 
visitor to Primrose told them that the soil was richer, 
and corn grew ta,ller in Iowa than in Wisconsin. The 
farm was sold, and Oley and his widowed mother loaded 
the household furniture in a covered wagon, and in com
pany with two neighbors, trekked to Iowa, where Oley 
Nelson helped found the towns of Sheldahl and Slater. 

In his time, Oley Nelson was a successful farmer and 
merchant; president of a bank; president of a Norwegian 
college; served two terms in the Iowa General Assembly; 
president of the Pioneer Lawmakers Association of 
Iowa; many terms as sergeant-at-arms of the Iowa 
Assembly; was one of the twelve organizers of the United 
Norwegian Lutheran Church; State Commander of the 
Iowa department of the Grand Army, and rounded out 
his career as Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army 
of the Republic. 

In his Iowa home in Story county, Oley Nelson reared 
a family of seven children, and knew and loved eighteen 
grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren. "Life has 

10'ey Neloon wae born August 10, 1844. Although at the outbreak oC the Civil 
war he ore:anized c company of Wisconsin men to fight in thnt strug·g 'c. in hial 
several l'nlistmenl4 he was mustered in the forces or three stntes, W isconsin, 
lUinois and l'owa. 
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been good to me," he said in parting, "and my only un
fulfilled wish is to at last sleep under Iowa sod." 

Oley Nelson, the son of Norwegian immigrants, was 
an institution in Iowa. When he died April 15, 1938, at 
his home at Slater, at the age of 93, the daily newspapers 
of the state blazed his name across the front pages in 
tall, black type, and devoted much space to the inspiring 
story of his life. Thousands mourned the passing of the 
erect, slender little man, with snow-white moustache and 
goatee, keen sense of humor, and blue eyes that smiled 
and twinkled when he greeted friend or stranger. 

0LEY NELSON'S LIFE INCIDENTS 

(An extemporaneous talk by Former Representative Oley Nelson 
of Slater, Iowa, upon being called on for remarks at a meeting 
of the Pioneer Lawmakers Association of Iowa, held at the 
Historical building at Des Moines, on March 17, 1921, from a 
stenographic report of proceedings.) 

MR. NELSON: I fully agree· with what has been said in com
mendation of those great Iowa men who have been mentioned, 
men who during their life time helped make Iowa what it is 
today. In answering your request for reminiscences of my own 
life, I can only say that it has been more uneventful. Probably, 
as a starter, I was fortunate in getting started with one of the 
best women to hold up my hands and work with me in the com
mon tasks of our life. 

I was born and raised in Wiscons in. I have a picture of the 
log house in which I was born. I claim to be what you might call 
a thorou&'hbred. I don't know whether that explains what I 
mean-but both my father and mother came from Norway to 
this country in 1840. My father voted the Whig ticket up to the 
time of 1849 or 1850, when the Republican party was organized. 
He voted for Lincoln, of course, and the Republican party was 
his political choice. When the war broke out in 1861, and there 
was a call for 75,000 three-months men, father wanted to enlist, 
although he was past forty years of age. Then when the call 
was made for three-year men he did enlist and died while in the 
service; and when father died in the army I enlisted and took 
his place. 
. After the close of the Civil war I came to Iowa. I landed up 
close to where Slater is today, with my mother, a war widow. 
The grasshoppers came on and we didn't have the wherewith to 
pay for everything that we had gone in debt for; so I came down 
to Des Moines to work for S. A. Robertson, a contractor. The 
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job he gave me was to haul brick on this very street from around 
the capitol. The old capitol building was trying to fall down, 
and when I hauled the brick from around this beautiful capitol 
square, little did I think then as a boy, that later I should be 
added to those entitled to a seat in that capitol building. 

As a baby, almost, I entered into politics, and there is THE MAN 
(pointing to the imposing painting of Hon. John A. Kasson)
John A. Kasson who gave me the incentive to enter public life. 
My work had been more along church lines. I was still working 
here for S. A. Robertson- and I had a team of large horses
and one day I had a load of 1,000 brick which I hauled to Mr. 
Kasson's place to use in fixing up his cistern. I drove my team 
into his yard, but it was slippery and I could not get my team 
to pull the load up to the cistern, so commenced to unload my 
brick. John A. Kasson came out and looked at me. He saw that 
I had on a soldier's old blouse, and a soldier's button and blue 
overalls. He asked me how many loads did my employer exact 
of me for a day, and I told him four loads. "Well," he said, 
"young man, you can't carry 4,000 of them over here from where 
you are unloading," and he took off his coat-I told him how to 
carry the brick, and together we carr ied two-thirds of them over. 

Mr. Kasson was then running for congress in this district, 
and one day he came down to see me, and he said: "I understand, 
Mr. Nelson, you can speak the Norwegian, Swedish and Danish 
languages as well as English." 1 told him that I could. Then 
he asked: "Will you go up into Story county and the northern 
sections of this district and talk with the voters and get them 
to vote for .John A. Kasson, and have them send down a delega
tion for John A. Kasson and against Palmer." I told him that I 
would gladly do so. I went up there, and what do you think 
was my political speech? My political appeal to those voters 
was that a man who would help a poor soldier in working for 
his bread to pay his way and keep the wolf from his door, and a 
widowed mother helping that poor boy to be what he is today, 
is surely worthy to go to congress. So I got that whole delega
tion to go to the county conventions for John A. Kasson. 

Pardon me for mentioning these things, but in the soldier's 
life there are things perhaps too sympathetic for me to talk 
about. However, there is one thing that I will venture to mention 
to you old Pioneers. I was delegated to take out a detail of 
twenty men and got as far as Holly Springs, and when we came 
to Holly Springs the railroad tracks and bridges were torn up. 
I detoured my men and told them they were permitted to go 
around Holly Springs. I sauntered up to Holly Springs and one 
of the first men I saw was one in a rocking chair on a porch. 
He saw me coming along and beckoned to me, and I went up 
to where he was sitting. He said: "Young man, where are you .. 
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from?" I told him "from Wisconsin." "Ah," said he, "from 
Wisconsin. Are there many soldiers from Wisconsin?" J re
plied "I don't know how many are in the service now, but they 
had enlisted over 50,000." He said: "Not 50,000?" In the mean
time, I happened to tell him that I had lost a good father to 
preserve this Union, and then I told him that I was a Scan
dinavian, and he commenced to scratch his head. "Well," he says; 
"a Norwegian-Norway, that country a way up where the sun 
never sets. Do you talk Norwegian?" "Yes," I replied. "Can 
you read and write 7" he asked. "Yes," I replied. "Ta lk Swed
ish?" "Yes," I again responded. "And English as well as I 
hear?" "Yes," I answered. Then he said: "I will tell you some
thing, my young man. I was a member of the Mississippi legis
lature. We voted to secede, and when we voted to secede, we 
made an argument something like this: That we in the southland 
could muster enough soldiers to lick all the Yanks east of the 
Rocky mountains, but the Mississippi valley, Ohio, Indiana, Wis
consin, Minnesota and Iowa have Swedes, Norwegians, Danes, 
Germans and others speaking four or five different languaf"es, 
and we didn't suppose they were as patriotic as we believed thos~ 
were that speak the English !anguage, and if we are to fight all 
the English, Germans, Norwegians, Danes, Swedes, Scotch and 
Irish that live in those territories, we are lost." 

I had a real fat idea when I was in the legislature. I thought 
I was going to have a great record, and I introduced a bill for 
what we now call in Iowa a "General Drainage Law." It was an 
early bill on that subject, and they made a lot of sport and fun 
over Nelson of Story county uecause of his drainage bill. They 
called it the "tile drainage of Muskrat creek," a Skunk river 
branch, and Mr. Nelson not quite rightly balanced in introducing 
a bill for genera] drainage. 

I had ;mother bill which I introduced in the legislature, No. 99, 
that passed the house, that would give every pupil in a district 
a text book. It passed the house, but I lost the bill in the senate. 
It was the first bill seeking to secure a law whereby a poor child 
could go to the district school-whereby a poor man's son could 
get his education-but I was too early. I ha.d another little bill, 
which I thought was all right. It was a bill proposing the re
duction of interest from ten percent to eight percent. 

Now, this is merely reminiscent. Pardon me for consuming 
this valuable time. I am really glad to be here. I have met 
many times with the Pioneer Lawmakers and now happy that I 
have had the opportunity of addressing you. 
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Oley Nelson 

************************************************************************************************************ 

************************************************************************************************************ 

From Goodspeed, 1890, p. 390-392- Hon. Oley Nelson, an old settler of Story County, needs 
no introduction to the readers of the present volume. That the following brief sketch of his 
eventful and honorable life is afforded a place just here, will be a matter of much interest to the 
many who have come to know him so intimately, and felt the helpful influence of his wide and 
generous acquaintance. Like a number of America's representative men of to-day, he comes 
of foreign parentage, though himself a native of Wisconsin, born .August 10, 1845. His father 
was Nelson Oleson Evensrude, of Numedahl, Norway. He married Miss Aase 
Credstensdatter, of Numedahl, Norway. Ole obtained his early education in log school
houses, supplemented first by an attendance at the common district schools, and later at a 
commercial college in Madison, Wis., where he graduated in mathematics and book-keeping. 
His father was warmly attached to his adopted county, and in the time of her peril and under 
Lincoln's second call for full service volunteers, he shouldered his musket, and in August, 
1861, entered the United States army, becoming a member of the famous Eagle Regiment, 
Eight Wisconsin Volunteers. Among the battles in which he particpated were Belmont, Island 
No. 10, Iron Mountain, Fort Donelson and Corinth, at the latter of which he received a furlough 
and started home. But, alas, for human hopes. Sickness overcame him, and he laid down his 
life for the cause he loved so well, his remains being interred at Keokuk, Iowa. Oley, 
strenghtened by a sense of the obligation resting upon him, became a member of Company D, 
Fortieth Wisconsin Infantry Volunteers, being mustered into service at Madison, April, 1864, 
and assigned to the Western Division. His army duties led him to Memphis, Holly Springs and 
Jackson, he participating in the last capture of the first named city. He was mustered out at 
Madison in the fall of 1864. At the age of twenty-one years Mr. Nelson entered with vigor upon 
life's field of action. Having had an inclination to seek a home in the oft-heard-of west, his 
mother and himself, in a prairie schooner, started from the old home in Dane County, Wis., 
and settled in Polk County, Iowa, just across the line from Story. To-day he stands at the head 
of the general mercantile interests of this section; he is also a heavy grain dealer. Educational 
matters have always found in him a stanch supporter. Mr. Nelson's estimable wife was 
formerly Miss Lizzie Ersland, who was born near the anciety city of Bergen, Norway, July 7, 
1850. She was educated, however, in the common schools of Iowa, and the Lutheran 
parachial schools, and is a lady of intellectual worth and culture. This happy union has been 
blessed by the presence of four sons and five daughters. The eldest is George E. (aged 
nineteen), Elsie C., Carrie N. These three children are graduates of the Lutheran parachia l 
schools. The remaining children are Anna G. , Belle 0. , Kiimte A (now deceased), Amos K. 
(also deceased), Mattie (aged four years), and Elmer Oley (the youngest in the family). Nr. 
Nelson in his political references has always been a Republican, active and decided in the 
arena of political life, though never an office-seeker. His first presidential vote was cast for 
Lincoln during his second term. He has responded on several occasions to the wishes of his 
fellow-citizens and served in official capacities of a local nature, and in 1885 was chosen by 
acclamation to represent Story County in the State Legislature. The best comment upon the 
two years of his service from 1885 to 1887 is that at the expiration of his term he was made his 
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own successor. He prosecuted with vigor and persistency the passage of numerous bills of 
immense value to the people, among them those referring to "Tile Drainage in General" and 
"Across Public Highways and the Right of Railroads," also Partiition Fences Between Individual 
Land-owners," etc. The most important measure introduced was that lessening the cost of text 
books, and optional uniformity in the general use of texts books throughout the State, which, in 
honor to him, was made a private bill, and defeated the two extremes, State publication and 
the committe plan, or the district purchase plan. This bill passed the House by an 
overwhelming majority, but was defeated in the Senate. All other bills advocated by him are, 
however, upon the statute books of the State. Mr. Nelson has been present at every State 
convention held in Iowa since his residence here. He and his wife are devout members and 
consistent workers in the United Lutheran Church, and were among the organizers of 
Bethlehem congregation, then belonging to the Conference Synod. They take great interest in 
the Sunday-school connected with the church, and are worthy contributors to all benevolent 
institutions. He has been a member of the board of trustees, has often filled the position of 
delegate to the yearly conference, and served in other capacaties. To sum up all in a word, 
Mr. Nelson is a man who has risen to his present position of esteem through his own efforts, 
valuing the worth of honor and friendship because gained through his honorable channels, and 
while respected and beloved for his many cardinal virtues, it is but the truth to say that these 
tokens have come to him because they were justly deserved. 

From the Slater Newspaper, January or February, 1917- (Note: It is presumed this obituary is 
from the Slater newspaper. It was found in Oley Nelson's NAHA file along with another, 
shorter obituary for her that was from the Slater newspaper and which said a more detailed 
obituary would be published the following week.) 

lngeborg Nelson, the subject of this sketch, first saw the light of day among the beautiful fjords 
of Norway, being born in Skaanevig, on the 7th day of July, 1850, her parents being Knute and 
Carrie Ersland. While lngeborg was yet a mere child her parents bade adieu to friends and 
native land and embarked for American, the land of possibilities, there to make their home 
among new and untried surroundings. The journey hither was one of those long, uneventful 
voyages that marked the major trips across the Atlantic those days and the little family reached 
Lisbon, Ill. , their destination, in safety in the spring of 1854. Their stay at lisbon was brief. 
The spirit of adventure beckoned them further west and it soon became too strong to be 
resisted and the following year a little band was organized for the westward movement. The 
Erslands were members of the colo~Effirst to settle in Story county. The colony's first 
chapter had a sad page, that of the deah of Mrs. Ersland, mother of lngeborg, who was the 
first grownup person to be called away from the little band. Kind hands ministered to the 
needs of the bereft children and all were cared for and lngeborg grew up among them to 
womanhood . ...__ 

On the 29th of JaiaW, 1869, she was united in marriage to Mr. Oley Nelson, a promising 
young man full of ~e and ambition and with a world of perserverance and confidence that 
spelled success. They ever lived happy together and were the proud parents of a large, highly 
respected family, ten in all , of whom eight survive her. They are Mr. George of Silverton, 
Oregon; Mrs. C. E. Larson of Minneapolis, Minn.; Mrs. Gustaf Prestegard of Lincoln, Nebr.; 
Mrs. Chas. Skortman and Mrs. Tom Rawson of Slater; Elmer of Des Moines, Mrs. Elmer Fardal 
of Stanhope and Miss Beatrice of Slater, all of whom were present at the funeral. Two boys, 
Abraham and Knute, died in infancy. 
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Mrs. Nelson's health had been fa iling a short time previous to her operation which was 
performed on the 18th of December, 1916, as a last resort. She came through the operation 
very nicely and was ready to come home on Sunday, January 7th. On the Saturday previous 
she suffered from an unexpected relapse and passed away the next morning , the 8th, at an 
age of over sixty-six years. 

Funeral took place Friday, January 12, 1917, at the Bethlehem church, it being in charge of 
her pastor, Rev. Peterson. Present were also Rev. Holman of Chicago, Rev. Holm of Eagle 
Grove, Rev. Brenne of Stanhope, Rev. Birkelo of Huxley and Rev. Wee of Slater. Aside from 
the eight children, she is mourned by a devoted husband and two brothers, Anfin Ersland of 
Cambridge and A K. Ersland of Buhl, Idaho, who with all the children and the following sons
in-law, Elmer Fardal of Stanhope, Gustaf Prestegard of Lincoln and T. W. Rawon and Chas. 
Skortman of Slater, were present at the funeral. 

All who knew Mrs. Nelson will remember her as the kindest of women. She had a big heart 
and it always beat warmly for those in trouble, sickness or sorrow-and she was always 
solicitous for their welfare. She loved home and home surroundings and loved the (missing 
text) that homelife brought. She was likewise endeared to church work and could always be 
depended upon to do her share and more, no matter what the cause might be, in a financial 
way or with personal work. Doing her best never satisfied-she wanted to do more. In her 
death the community has been deprived of one of its most beloved and highly esteemed 
women, one who was eminently successful in her efforts to make the world better and whose 
memory will long be revered by all who knew her. 

1
• The floral tribues were many and very beautiful , among them being a large cross from the 

United Church, a big wreath from the board of trustees of the United Church, and a large, 
standing harp from Mr. and Mrs. A Ersland. Beautiful pieces also came from the following: 
Andrew Nelson, Mr. and Mrs. Seward Nelson, Mr. and Mrs. 0. N. Nelson, Mrs. Carrie Kalsem, 
Mr. and Mrs. 0. J. Kalsem, Mr. and Mrs. K. E. Nelson, Mr. A C. Nelson, Mr. and Mrs. M. J. 
Nelson, Mrs. Martha Weeks, Mr. and Mrs. K. B. Thompson, Mr. and Mrs. Cyrus Highland, Mr. 
and Mrs. C. Highland, Mr. and Mrs. T. Mason, Mr. and Mrs. John Skein of Ft. Dodge, Mr. and 
Mrs. Hans Fardal of Stanhope, Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Walker, Mr. and Mrs. A L. Peterson, Mr. and 
Mrs. C. M. Mason of Cambridge, Bethlehem Ladies Aid Society, Seventh Grade Pupils of the 
Slater Schools, The Slater School Faculty, Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Larson, The Embroidery Club, 
Mrs. Thomas Shaw, Thompson, Iowa; Mr. and Mrs. H. 0. Hendrickson and Will and Helen 
Bates of Ames, Mr. and Mrs. T. C. Peterman of Perry, Mr. and Mrs. W . C. Fread of Des 
Moines, Mr. and Mrs. Jones and Mr. and Mrs. Lorenze of Des Moines, Mr. and Mrs. Donhow of 
Story City and a big Rug of Roses from the family and Rev. Holman and Prof. Undum. 

The pall bearers were Seward Nelson, Andy Nelson, Knute apland, Axel Mason, Carl Ersland 
and M. M. Mason. 

From The Roland Record, Thursday, November 17, 1921 -Han. Oley Nelson of Slater appeard 
on the program at a m~ of the Luther League of Salems church Sunday evening. Mr. 
Nelson gave an instrup!~ve . and interesting address on the subject "The Early Immigration, of 
the Norseman, his Iott-y to his church, his adopted country and his sacrifices." Mr. Nelson 
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( commenced his discourse by giving a brief history of Norway and its people and continued with 
the trials and tribulations of the early immigrants to this country. He recited several personal 
experiences that he encountered in his service in the Civil war and portrayed the important part 
the Norwegians played in that conflict. In his closing Mr. Nelson dwelt for a time on the history 
of the Norwegian Lutheran church up to the present time. While io our city Mr. Nelson was a 
guest at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 0. M. Grove. ~ ~ .~-/" -~, //_/. 

From The Cambridge Leader, Thursday, April21 , 1938- Funeral services for Oley Nelson, 
aged 93, who died at the home of his daughter, Mrs. Anna Skortman at Slater Friday, were 
held Monday afternoon at 2 o'clock at the Bethlehem church at Slater, the Rev. Rorem of 
Slater and Rev. Wertz of Des Moines in charge. Special services were also conducted by 
National Commander Men net of the G. A. R. He was buried with full military honors in the 
Slater cemetery. 

Oley Nelson was born in Clinton, Wis. Aug. 10, 1844 and enlisted in Co. D. 40th Wisconsin 
Regiment in the spring of 1864, shortly after the death of father in the service. He was 
honorably discharged from the army and came to Story county with his mother in a covered 
wagon in 1867. He engaged in the mercantile business in Sheldahl and later moved to the 
new town of Slater where he was the principal merchant for many years. 

He was elected and served two terms in the Iowa legislature. He served as State and also 
National Commander of the G. A. R. and was very prominent. He was the oldest man who has 
had the honor of serving as sergeant of arms of the Iowa Legistlature for 9 years. 

He was married to Miss Lizzie Ersland in 1869 and 10 children were born to them. His wife 
died several years ago. The surviving children are: Mrs. Chas. Shortman, Mrs. Tom Rawson 
and Beatrice Nelson of Slater, George of Portland, Ore., Elmer and Mrs. Elsie Larson of Des 
Moines and Mrs. Mattie Fardal of Webster City. 

A large number from Cambridge and vicinity were among the 1,000 people that attended the 
funeral. 

**********************~~************************************************************************************ 

Information received through email: 

Subj: lngeborg (Ersland) Nelson 
Date: 01/21/98 
To: tlewis1132@juno.com 

Delores, 

Visited the NAHA archives recently and one of the things I found was an obit for Oley Nelson's 
wife , lngeborg. Will be glad to send it to you if you do not have it. 

Arlen 
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Subj: lngeborg Nelson 
Date: 98-01 -26 12:10:47 EST 
From: tlewis1132@juno.com (TRUMAN L LEWIS) 
To: artwedt@dmacc.cc.ia.us 

I do have a lengthy obit of Mrs. Oley (lngeborg) Nelson so I won't need another. Thanks for 
thinking of me. Delores 

Subj: Oley Nelson 
Date: 98-05-24 16:54:47 EDT 
From: rlarson1 @isd.net (R B Larson) 
To: atwedt@aol.com 

I have a photo from Slater, Iowa dated 1903 of Mr. & Mrs. Oley Nelson. She 
may be Anna Nelson, born 16 Apr. 1840 in Hafslo, Sogn og Fjordane, Norway. 
She married in Hafslo to Ole Nelson. Ole born 3 Dec. 1836, also likely in 
Hafslo. They were married in Hafslo and had a daughter, Christine, also 
born in Hafslo on 29 Aug. 1863. They emigrated in 1865 and settled on a 
farm in Nunda Township, Freeborn County, Minnesota. They were alive in 1875 
but "disappeared". 

Thanks 

Bruce Larson 

Subj: Re: Oley Nelson 
Date: 05/25/98 
To: rlarson1 @isd.net 

Bruce, 

Thanks for the information about the photo of Oley Nelson. There was an Oley Nelson in 
Slater, but I am not sure it is the same one you referred to in your message. I am including 
what information I have about Oley Nelson and you can see what you think. 

Arlen Twedt 
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l OLEY NELSON -r 
Oley NelsJn was a native or 

Hoek county, WisconHin, where 
h<' waa bJrn on }\ugust 11, 11145, 
the son of Nels and Aasa Olson 
Bvenarue, natives of Roll14r, Nu
lllA!dal, Norway, who emigrated 
to Ameriea in 1843. After a few 
years th! family moved tJ Prim· 
rose, Dane county, same state, 
where the father enter td on !GO 
acres of le.nd. It was here wb:re 
Oley grew to young manhood and 
received his educati:>n, attl'nding 
college at Madi.J!on. 

The civil war havin~ broken 
(lllt, the !ldcr N~lson enlisted in 
the Eighth Wisconsin volunteer 
infantry in August, IRGl. After 
hcving taken par t in many cn
c.a£'ements he took sick and diet.! 
at Ke:>kok, Iowa, whjle un his 
>vay home. 

The aon, who had b~en hdpin(! 
v.oith the work on the far m, de
~ired to take his fath~r's place 
and at the age of 17 we find him 
tnliMting in the FJrtieth W iscon· 
ain infantry in 186~. He assistfd 

,......... in t he capture of Memphis. While 
•1stioncd a.t Iloly Spr ings, :O.liss., 
h• took aick nnd was sent home 
on a furlough . If~ received his 
hon.)rable discharge tn 1864. 

In the spring of 1867 Mr. Nel· 
aon a nd his mother decidrd to 
move to Iowa. Disposing J { their 
l'quity in their farm, they took 
their belonging~ and mi(!rat~c\ to 
Iowa in a prairie sch:)()ner. They 
J>iaked out an e ighty ac re home
stead in Polk county, two miles 
south from what i~; now Sheldahl. 
They built a Hmall hJme, hauling 
the material from Polk City. In 

· ' . 
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Burled Wt 
on Monda 

Attend. 

lion. Oley 
tiona! eoml!l 
,\ rmy or th· 
2 :45 o 'eloc 
r oon at the 
~lr. anti ~fr. 

~lr. Nelso1 
ary. when 
whi..tt aff••e t• 
IIIIlS mHki.nt: 
he suiTt·r~ !l . 

.\ l'my of the Republic from tbe From then o 
t imP of its inception and ser"cd 1111 Friday 
it in many cnpacitirs from statr J'iiS~r•l IIWHY 

•·onun11ndcr to thut of county 1 \'~ry care, 1 

chairman. The crownint: event :Jf I :tat rice anc 
lois lon~: cnrer r was his •lcf!iou as Death of Re

1
• _ in~: almnst r 

hationnl command<'r for the ytttr F'unrral 5 , 

l!l36.:l7. "wa~; the ::rratest bon· nert Holland .ilondny nfll 
!'r thnt his comrade~ could give nd the J:etl 
him, 11nd he dc~cr"ed it. -\1- I e )uu\ wo 

tbJugh owr 90 years, he wos \'Cry A pretty hJ me wedding Paued Away Last Saturday l·>n ~ n·~ide1 
uctivc nml nwile n :;!real com· Afternoon: FuDeral at wPr•· in cl 

place last Saturday e 
mander- the most popular one in ..,.•lley, Yesterday J,•v L' R April IGth, nt the home ot .a..v ~ • r.. · 
•Years. He trav~led from coast to ,·st•d by D 

aud io!r.. Thomas 'Veek~. , ' 
tOIL'It, "isitt•d many stat~s Rein~rL llollond, lon:: timr re~· <.f the St 

their unn~ht~r, ~!iss Ruby, . 
tcnu made SC\'eral trips to Wasil· 1d~ot of south of Kell~y . d itd last , ln1reh. Des 

came Lhe bride of Marvin 
ington, D. C., J n imllortnot J ~,::is· ~aturday afternoon at the age of tuok as his · 

P n of W illinms, Iowa, 

hl~li\·e .. matters . Durin!:' one of ~lr. and ~Irs. llenry Thntrlf101:nll 76 years: Ihn rahil ingb heKlth for the Kin~t.lol 
•s VL~IIs the re he was rectived of ~later. &!'me time, e ad e!n mu~h , nurs~ of 1 

hy rN'~iclcnt Roosc wlt nnd hacl 1':o>rse of late and the filllll Sllln · h··nutiful ~ 
Promptly Ill six o'cbck 

an inter~sting ,.i~it with our chil'f mons on Saturday hncl bten an· tl.e deceased 
.Joseph Thompson of Hu 

ex<'cntivr. In nddition 1(1 his lttipated . The ehiltlren \VtrC :tt \\"eertz. at 
rr.any G. A. H. uctivities h<' served IJwn, played l-ohengrin 's hiS h~dside. ~1·1s.1n had 
110 the ••Jvet·nor 's s'lllff for .•Aver· din~ ~larch as the bridal . D 

"' ·" to:>k their places b~fore the Funeral rites were hclu yester· wh1le in e:1 
nl •·ear~ and was '" r!'~ant.at.arms •h n th h h • t • t " \s F' ' ~ window in the living room. • e ue any c urc a. "·' , : 1 
in lh ~ "l'nerAI IIIOSembly for four · ·•·oo ' J k 1'th h' ,, •• '"•'II Se' " t·ooing the ceremony Misl ~. o c oc w 18 •· ,, 
teen ytaJ·s. "" sueh h~ 1vas the R nat'd - W eeks, a sister of the on~m ,. 
<.ldest man ever to be .employed Y;:,u · · .to 

~~~~~~~~.~~~~-~~~~~~~~~~~ 
'• marriage to Miss 

While the outlook was very Liuit J-:rq)ftnll of Cnrnbrid"• was 
discoura~ing they tried it an- ~~lemn i?.t•tl in Dt•rpmho•r HHii To 
oth~r year, but were f:>reed to ~his uuinn trn chiltl ~cn .were 
quit and moved to De~ ~loines, horn. of whom ~P\'rll sun i"c him. 
·•·here Ol~y ~o t. a job M a .team- 1 hey nr~ (.irorg<' of Portland. 
~ter, haul.'n~ hru~k. It was Ill the Clrrj!on: F.lsit• Lnrsnn. Elmer ancl 
fall of thL~ year, I~G!l, thnt he r,ot Jlrntrio·e .1r J),.s ~l oirw~. ~lr•. 
Iris fint int roductiJn to mercan. ,\nu:t Sknrtmau :tud ~~~·~. llo·lle 
t•le buHine!l.~, h ~in~ employed hy 1\:111.,0 11 o f Sial<·•· und )f rs. ~I at· 
Lnoc &. llfnhannah. Ilc conduct- !lr Fardal ,.f Wo·!."'''' l'i1y. 
ell a. "Jo'nm1ers ' Il<Jmc" board in~ 
l. oUIIe in connection. 

In 1117:! II ubhell & Polk iut2r· 
••tetl him in 1ping to Sh~ltlKid 
oml h~lp lay out the town, wh ich 
ht did . lt resulted in his build· 
iu~e a big Hl ore aa well n.q a hom~. 
llr dtveloped a hig bWiiuc•>~. lmy· 
in~t grain in conn:ction. Th,•n 
r.nme the m J ving of Sheldahl to 
~la.ter' in I R87. 

In Sinter, Mr. NciRon !milt au. 
t ther large Htore n~ well ns n 
commodious home. Ho enjoyed 
an ever increasing bn>~ines~ a111l 
waH behind every wort hy movc
·'rgauized the Farm~rs Stt vini(S 
bank a nil other project9. II is in. 
terest in S!Lt&r never ccaRcu-not 
t\~ 11 a h er ' hi• r• tiremrnt. 

~!1·. ;-o: .. Jsu n 1\':ts tr•nnr<l " :::\In!· 
cr'• i :,..,,.J Old ~lan. " and l'i)!hl· 
!v ""'' · a,· hi' iJi r,·t···..:t in llu• f iJ\\" 11 

anti Ill·· ~.-uuatnt t u i r .'' tw \ t'l' wa \' · 
t•rt•tl I ,., ,Itt I Ill· t im•· l~t· lu·lp•·tl 
f:·uau.J 11 . a nd hi" pa!<o,ill~ ttlt ., a 
c! i ... auwl I"''" tn th"' tnwu. llu• 
l lturt·ll aud l it•• ..;t·ltnub.. y,.,tt•r
(1;1~ lw wa"' with ll"i : l•ulny Ia.• iv 
J.:IU1•'. \\' ,. ''up In n•\' t•n• hi!4 
I"WIU lf'Y· 

\\'1111 WII.J. 't'l-:1.1. TilE STOI!Y 
(<.:un1p1h·d loy Olt·y Nel>•lld 

W'hN\ Llw ·r.,mn.uh·:oc hu"c t1c.•pnrtt-~ J , 
Wlwn Lhc• v•·ttn·an~ nrc Otl 1l1nrr; 

When lhc huJ:!e cntt is sound«! 
t.ln t h<' <"VL·rlu9ting shore; 

When ti re'• weary march io enoleol, 
Whtn lhr compfin!l't slumber lonJ.:"; 

Wh11 wilt tdl the worlol the st.nry 
\\'h··~ . .... ' .. . .... • .. 1.1... .. . 

marr iage 
\' oc<'. u~inl! the sint::l~ ring ecrP· 
uony in th~ presence or the im· 
mediate rt'lu.tivt's. ~i is., .Juno· 
W e,•ks, a sistPr of the br itl•·. 
>cT\'t<l liS hriclesmaitl ttntl F.tlwin 
·;hump-.m, 11 hrothH J f tlt~ 

1:1'1111111, liS b~~ t "mUll. 

Tho• llricle wus o·harminf! in n 
~""'II uf copenl,ngen hl11r ~ilk 
t·:·e1w ntHl wore a c.Jr~a~r nf g-a r·
tlcuiu~. 

Th·· llritlr<mnitl wure n~ \'Y IIIII~ 

wich r use trimming nutl n ''"f"'U;!f 

.. r ~Hrtl~niu:oc. 

on the piaoo. 
& r ipture reading and prayer was 
followed by a vocal solo , a Nor
wegian favorite, "Fly Snm eo 
F ugl til Din Klippe,' ' by J effery 
Richarolson The funeral sermon 
followed. In closing the l11dirs' 
quintet Sling, "Abide with Me. " 

Thero were many floral piece~ 
and a n unusually lar~e number o f 
g i fts to Lhe mis~ions in his mem
o ry. Burial was made io the 
familr lot in the Kell~y cemetery. 

Spring Luther League 
Convention at Ames 

ihc Spriu~· t'Ull\'f'O t imt of t)u! 
l:'tory ('ity o·i ro·nit Luthr r '"'"!:"~ 

Jl.,Jiar\tl. li• 
St. Ol.rf •·nllr 
thr l'nitt•tl r 

•··•lltge. II 
tri hut~. 

Tht' .;iu~dn 

"""" hy D 
1 i11• C.urdrn •· 
\' oit·r Is C. 
•JIISI't Ct Sil l 

"Tit<' Old 11 
:'\ i;.:ht Tht•r• 

1.'"''1." ~!r 
-iolo·ol at the 

n,, .. of th 
1•nrt< .,r thr 
who•ll tl11• t•i \' 
,.l,•. livt• uf 1!. 

l mu•r•l icu rly aft~r till' •···r•·· 
wuuy H two-t:oursf' wPdtlinJ! dan
th·r wu-c >etr vrtl in thr tliuin:,: rnum 
ly lluul Estrrm IIJHI Jl,nuhy 
\\'o•c•Jc, . A tu rf!<' wrdding rnk~. 
ho•ulltifully th••·trrtllttl, st•rv,•tl "' a 
•·rn t'l'p i<'l'P, f.>r tho· hri clul tnl oi" . 
Tho• 111•'1111 untl thr " " '~ur:rl i•IIIS 
CHried nut 11 piuk 11ncl whit(' rnlor 
M'h••Hu' ' l'h,~ ;.:u~·st"' iudt11ktl u•·ur 

rt•lu1 i ' '''"• 11~t· imnu·tl iat•· IIH'ruht•r!'f 

will~~~ hdd nt the llo•l lh'soln L11th- noooooo<XM> 

cr>111 l'ltllrt•h ut .\1111' ~ II"' lntlo•r 
pnrt uf tho• w,•,•k-.\pril :!:!, :!:1 
nau1 :!·1. ' 1'114• c.:.un·,•uri,.u tltt•uu• 
i.<. "l'lrrist .t:unll'nllo•d l.i\·c•s, " n<Hl 

ur tlu• two fumilit•s. tlu• t'llllV:·ntiun spt•u l\t'l', Ht•V. ·' · 
Cuull'rll'liul( pnrti1·~ nro• lmth I.. 1\uut:wu ,,r l.nk t• )!ills, l uwn. 

"JII!"tulid yunnJ! P•'•'PI••. 't'h~ Tluo upt-ll iiiJ.: s••rmuu .•u l·~ricl~ty 
hr i. l• · i ... H L•nttluul•' _,f !'lul•·r II • · ,.,.,.nine wlll ,,,. tl.· li,.,., ,., ll•v ll ••v 
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a.t Iloly Sprinp;s, Mis~ .• 
rook sick nnd was sent home 

un a !urlouf':h . Jh received his 
]lonJrllbl.e discharg~ m 18G4. 

In the spring ot 1867 Mr. Nel· 
son a nd his mother decided to 
move to Iowa. Disposing Jf thei r 
equity in their farm, they took 
their belongings and mi~rratecl to 
Iowa in a prairie sch :xmer. They 
J>laked out an eighty acre home
stead in Polk county, two miles 
1outh from what is now Sheldahl. 
.They built a small hJme, hauling 
the materal from Polk City. In. 

Wlllle the outlook wea very 
discoura~ing they tried it an
other year, but were fJrced to 
quit and moved to Des Moines 
·•·here Oley got a job aS a team: 
ster, hauling brick. It was in the 
! all of thi., year, 1869, that he cot 
his first introductiJn to mercan· 
tile buAineSR, heine employed by 
Luoe & Mahannah. He conduct
td a. "Farmers' Home" board ing 
louse in connection. 

In 1873 Hubbell & Polk inter. 
e~ted 'him in gJing to Sheldahl 
and help lay out the town \vhlch 
·he did. It resulted in hi~ build
ing a big store aa well as a home. 
Hr developed a big business, buy· 
ing grain in connection. Then 
came the mJving o! Sheldahl to 
Slater" in 1887. 

In Slater, Mr. NeiAon built an
< :her large store as well as a 
commodious home. He enjoyed 
an ever increasing business and 
was behind every worthy move
·'rganized the Farmera Savings 
bank and other projects. His in
terest in Sla.ter never ceased-not 
e,·en after 'his r~tiremcnt. 

Tie W&ll alwa)'ll interested in 
atate and national matters. This 
interest was early attt>sted in his 
election to the general assembly 
in 1882 and 1884-two term~. ll e 
"os also a delegate to the natiJn. 
al convention which nominated 
Blaine for president. While at 
~heldahl he served as postma~ter 

·for &ix years. 
From early childhJOd he had 

been trained in the t enets of the 
C hriatian religion, his 'mother be
ing an earnest, sincer e Christian 
woman. IIo was very active in 
church mattera and identified 
him~~elf with the United Lutheran 
<.burch of America. F or yeara he 
took a leading part in its acti ;i. 
ties and was honJred with many 
pOMitiOnB Of trUHt uno honor. 
Chief of these wa:l his memhcr
&hip on the board Jf directors of 
St. Olaf college and vice presi
dent on the bO.!Ird of the United 
church. 

He waa a m~mber :~! the Orand 

tnnud<·r-the most pnpulHr one in 
yea r,,. lie l rnv~Jcd f rom coast to 
coa.,t, vi~it<•<l many stat~s 

und made sr.vr. rnl trips to Wash· 
ington, D. C., J n impnrtnnt le,:cis
lative mall rrs . During one of 
hia vi,it., lh<'rc he was received 
hy President Roo~evelt and had 
an interesting \'isit with our chief 
executive. In nd ditinn tc. his 
rr.uny a. J\ . R. nctivities he se rved 
on the gJvcrnor's stn fT for srver
nl years and was sergeant-at-a rms 
in the general assembly for !our
tet>n years. As such h~ w'as the 
<-ldeat mali ever to be employed 

~his were 
born. of whom se \'en snr \'ive him. 
1 hey are Gt>orge of Portland, 
Or egon; Elsie J,arson, Elmer and 
Uratri<~ J f Des ~loincs, ?>Irs. 
,\nna ~kortmun nnd Mrs. n r lle 
l<nwson nr Slatrr UIHI ~I rs. )fat. 
tic Fardal nr W,·IJst•·r City. 

~It·. :\'~!son was t l'rmcd "::\Int. 
u's Uranel Old ~!an," nnd ri~tht· 
;y so, 11s' his i nh••·~st in the town 
11nd thl' Cllllllllllllity nt' \'~ t· wav. 
ere< I from t hr time ht• helped 
bnn<l it, nn<l his pns.~in:! on is :1 

c!istin~t lus'i to th~ tnwn. the 
chure·h and the• schools. Ye•sll•r· 
nay he· wnq with us; ruoay h~ i~ 

gon<'. W" stop to rcnr~ his 
11NII .)ry. 

WHO WI!.!. n :u .. TilE STORY 
(Compi led by Oley Nelsnn) 

Wh~n the 'comnuks ha,·e df.'!l:lrtl'd, 
When th~ vt•terans are no more; 

When the bu~tl~ rail is sounded 
On the ~v~rlasti ng shore; 

When life's weary march is ended, 
When the campfires slumber long; 

Who will lell the world the st.ory 
When the bo)'11 in blue are rone. 

Who will tell about the m3rehing 
From Atlanc.a to the sea; 

Who v.;n halt and "'' ail and listen 
When they hear the reveill~! 

Who will join and swell the chorus 
Of some old Grand Army song! 

Who will tell the world the atory 
When the boys in blue are cone! 

Sons and daughters o~ this nation 
You must tell of triumphs won, 

When our work on e&rth is ended, 
And the veteran claims his own. 

You mwt cheri;h dear Old Glory 
And its tl'&chinga pa!S along. 

You must tell the world the al<lry 
When the boys in blue are rone. 

· Ryg To Iowa City 
Ed Ryg, who subm itted to oper

ntiona Jn both of his eyes for 
cataract trouble nt the Un iversity 
hcspitn.l at Town City, went bnck 
there lnRt Snndny to have the 
proper l~n~eM inR<'rtetl in hiM 
~:la.'IHC9. One• of the hospital's 
nmhnlnn<'<'9 pickr<l him up on 
Sunclny nJon. Whrn they bring 
him bn•·k· l• e will he equippetl 
with the prop<•r glnMHes. 

--~·---

, . ,.,..,..,. • ·u ~ .. , • •UJ 

April IGth, nt the home of 
ntul Mr~. ThomoH \Vecks, " 
their <lnught~r. Miss Ruby, 
cam& the bride of Marvin Tb 
&•'n of Willinrus, Iowa, the 
Mr. ond Mrs. n eory 
of Rlater. 

Promptly at six o 'cl:~c k 
,Joseph Thompson of 
!Jwn, playe<l I.ohengrin 's 
ding March as the br ioal 
toJk their places b:!ore tbe 
window in the living room. 
1·«1ing t~ ceremony llliaa 

W eeka, a sister of the 

marriage aer
,·icc, usinl! the single ring ccre
uony in the presence of the im
mcdiote relativ~s. Miss June 
We~ks, a sister of the brid••. 
>-~rved as bridesmaid and Edwin 
'•'hompson, a brother Jf th: 
groom, as b~st 'man. 

The bride was cha rming in n 
:,rnwn of copenhagen l.tluc silk 
•·:·epc ond wore a c..~rsol!c of gnr
dcnios. 

The bridesmaid wore n~vy l.tlne 
with r llse trimming and a e~>rs n ~:~ 
of gardenia~. 

Immediately after tht' Cl'r<·· 
mony a two-course weddin~ clin
nH \\'0~ served in th~ dinin~ room 
ty llnzel F.strem and Dorothy 
Weeks. A large Wt'dding cab, 
h~antifully decorated, srrvcd a s a 
ccnttrpiece. fJr the bridnl tnhl: . 
Tht• menu and t hP <l~cor:lli•llt9 

carried out a pink and white color 
The gu~s t~ inchulc•d ne•ar 

relati,·e•s, the immed iate nu·rnh ~rs 
of thr 1 wo f:unilie~. 

Coni rae! ing parti~s nrc hot h 
Rplendi<l young peoplr. The 
hride is n grndullte Jf Slnt~r IIi; 
the ~:room form the Kell <'y 
s .. hools. They will he nt home to 
their friends at Williams, Iowa, 
•fter Mny 1st. He is in the mill
ing l.tusines~ then. 

Paulsrud Accepts Call From 
Duluth 

Rev. J ordan Paul~rnd, who has 
been· serving a charge at IIous. 
t Jn, Minnesota, hall acceptetl a 
caJl from the First Lutheran 
church at Duluth, same state, 
,. here he will asxumc his new 
duties on June 1st. With his 
family he will move there the Int.. 
ta part of May. Friends ap<'ak 
of it as a much deservl'd promo
tic.n. 

Luncheon 'a.nd Bale at Log Cabin 
'rhe La<lie~· Aid of the M. 1-:. 

chnr~h will have a Anle of p.)t ted 
plnnts, ahrnl.ta, bulbs, etc., at the 
~In ter Jog cahin on Thnrs<lay 
Hfl ~rnoon. They will also serve 
luuch. J\11 ore r.ordinlly invited . 

---~··-- - -· 

X•lley, Yesterday 

Rein , rt llollano, Jon~ time re~
ident of south of Kelley, clitd la•t 
!'aturday afternoon at the age of 
76 years. I D failing he~llh f11r 
•~me · t ime, he bad hc:n much 
v·orse of late and the final sum· 
mons on Saturday hnd been an
Ucipaud . The children were u.t 
bJS bedside. 

Funeral r ites were held yeater
fpin the Bethany church at 

~:00 o'clock wi th bia 

by Prof. R. E. 
Scripture rcadinl:' and prayer was 
followed by a vocal solo, a Nor· 
wegian favori te, "Fly Som en 
Fu~rl til Din Klippe,'' by Jeffery 
Rich&r<lson The funeral sermon 
followed. In closing the ladies' 
quintet sang, "Abide with Me. " 

There were many floral piece~ 
and a.n unusually large number of 
gifts to the missions in his mem
ory. Burial waa made in tbe 
family lot in the Kelley cemetery. 

Spring Luther League 
Convention at Ames 

The spring ' convention of the 
l:'tory City cir1·uit Luther League 

htv. 1-:. R. 
>isted by D 
e.f the Bt 
•·1111reh, De" 
took 8H hiR 
tile Kin~;d01 

<nurse of 
lu·auti ful 'I> 

tl.e deceaset 
Weertz, at 
N,• IAJn ha< 
while in Des 
t ~ xt, "As F 
We W ill So 

paid 

C<>ll e g~. 
trilmt~. 

The ;in~ti 
.olos by J 
tiln Garden 
Voice Is c 

quartet s1 
"The Old 
l'\ight The 
!.nn•l." M 
,itJc<l at tl 

One of 1 

part~ of tl 
when the t 

r.~t, fh·e of 

\\'ill be held at the I3ethes<ln Luch. OOOO()()O()t 

eran church at Ames the lutll' r 
part of tile wc<'k-.\pril 22, 23 
and 2-l. The eJn\'cntion theme 
i.~. "Christ.Controlll'll Li\'<'~," and 
the conv?ntion ~p••aJ;<•t·, Hcv .• r. 
L. Kuutson of Lnkc ~!ills, Iowa. 
The opening st•ruwn ;m Friday 
('\'ening will he tlc•li\'c• n••l hy n.•v. 
nar~tatl of Jtn.tclifTc, l cl\\'11. 

Inter?stinJ! program.~ huve 
been· arranged for a ll of lhP ses· 
~io ns. M is.~ Hazel lloffmnn , 
tu~mhcr Jf t he• Rl:rt•·r school fnc· 
ulty, will hn,·e a part in the pro
~ram ~aturdny forenoon. 

Death of James Nervig 
James Nervig, a former rcsi

cknt :~f southeast of Rister, died 
at his home at Humboldt, Iowa, 
last week. Funeral took place 
last Saturday . Not a few from 
the Slater community were in nt
:endance. 

fiupt. and MN. C. R. L&UJlhrig~ 
6pent thei r Easte r vacation in 
ChicagJ, guests at the home or a 
<:ousin of Mr. Laughrig~. Mrs. 
LanghriJ!'C 's mother, Mrs. JeJ~Sc 
UPnn, nrcompnnied thPm u ' ta r 
as Fairllel<l, Iowa, where she re
mained. The Laughriges made 
I he trip in their new car ,a De 
)o:oto. 
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The Iowa State Deparbnent of 

History and Archives 

An institut ion of the State of Iowa, located a t the seat of 
government, established as a department of the State in 1892, 
and administered by a Curator elected by a Board of Trustees 
composed of the Governor of the State, a Justice of the Iowa 
Supreme Court and the Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
It consists of the following divisions: 

The Historical and Genealogical Library 

The Public Archives of the State of Iowa 

The Collections of Iowa History, Art and Industry 

The Manuscript Collections of letters and correspondence 
of prominent fi gures and movements relating to Iowa 

The Museum Division: Indian, ~eology, pioneer life, 
t ransportation, and natural h1story collections and 
exhibits 

THE ANNALS OF IOWA, an Historical Publica,tion 

The Newspaper Division- F iles of Iowa Papers 

The Portrait Gallery of Iowa Historical Figures 

In the interest of preserving Iowa his tory, the Department, as 
an official and permanent institution of the state, solicits the 
presentation, to its Manuscript Collection, of letters, diaries, family 
histories, and general manuscripU; about Iowans and the area of 
which the state is a geographical part. 

THE ANNALS OF IOWA 
In the more than half a century THE ANNALS OF IowA has 

been published, it has made accessible to the people generally a 
vast amount of interesting and accurate data on the history of 
the State that otherwise would not have been available. The 
securing of material, and editing and supervising its publication, 
is a part of the immediate task of carrying on the work of the 
Department in harmony with its well established traditions. The 
Editor welcomes for publication the contribution of the reminis
cences, the writings, the biographies, observations and studies of 
those ! amilia1· with Iowa people and with important and signifi
cant event~ and movt>ments in the state's history. 
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~ow he has one of the best farms in this section of the county, containing 
:~~~J:· 

all of the most modern improvements. He has made a specialty of cattl~ 
feeding, in which he has met with unusual success. 

The marriage of :\Ir. Robison took place :\pril 4. r888. when he was 
united to ~Iiss ~-Iattie 'vVhitaker. a daughter of Samuel and Harriett (Mil
ler ) \Vhitaker , of Indian Creek township. Her mother was a native of 
Indiana. while her iather was born in Washington county, Pennsylvania. 
The latter came to Story county in 1855 and is now a resident of Maxwell 
To :Vlr. and . :Vfrs. Robison have been born four children, two of who~ 
survive, na~ly: Edith, and Clay A. The daughter is now a teacher in 
t~e district schools. She is a graduate of the ~[axwell high school and at
tended the Iowa State ~ormal school at Cedar Falls. 

In politics ~Ir. Robison is a republican and he has served for several 
years as a member of the school board. He is affiliated with Maxwell . 
Lodge, No. 465, I. 0. 0. F. Mrs. Robison, prior to her marriage, wa5 l #.J: .. 
teacher in the public schools and is a highly accomplished woman. She--
is a member of the United Evangeliql church. 

!f/d~dt.> 1J;c/ft!l);/~~ l 
OLEY NELSON. T' ·~~r~~ . 

Among the well established citizens of Story county there is none who···~ 
deserves more honorable mention than Oley ~ elson, who is now living re-
tired at Slater. He is a native of Rock county, 'Wisconsin, born August 
1 r, 1845, and son of Nels and .-\ase (Chrestensdotter ) Olson Evensrue, 
both of whom were natives of Rollag, )iumedal, ~orway. They were mar-... 
rie'd in Norway and came to America in r843, locating at Jefferson Prai~'~ 
in Rock county, Wisconsin. The father entered forty acres of govern- ~. 
ment land and in 1845 declared his intention of becoming a citizen of 
United States. In the spring of 1848 he removed to Primrose, 
county, Wisconsin, and entered one hu;dr;;{f- and sixty ~es of Iarld, 
Be pr6ceened·to-·in1prove: On .-\ugust ro. r86r, he enlisted ·in 
·H; kno~n- as the· Sugar River Rifles, of the Eighth Wisconsin 
Infantry, the regiment gaining a wide reputation as the Live Eagle 
ment. The regiment left Camp Randall at :VIadison, Wisconsin, 
October I, r86r, and went to St. Louis, from there going to Iron 
tain, Missouri, where they drove out the rebels and secured the ore for the 
use of the government. They then went to Raleigh and from that place 
to St. Louis and thence down the ~Iiss i ssippi river, assisting in the capture 
of Island ~o. ro. The regiment was then ordered to Corinth and after 
the capture of that city to \' icksburg. On the way from Corinth to Vicks-
burg the father of our subject received a sixty day furlough to enable him . 
to visit his home as his health had been seriously impaire'd. He wenf ·; 
aboard a boat at :\Iemphis and came a5 far north as Keokuk, Iowa, 
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he was taken off the boat in an unconscious condition and conveyeJ to the 
hospital, where he died :\ugust 4, 1862. 

After the father's death the mother continued to live on the iarm and 
the son took charge oi the work. However, in the spring of 1864, desir

. ing to take the place oi his father in defense of the U nion, he enlisted in 
Company D. Fortieth \\'isconsin Infantry, and was present at the last cap
ture of ).lemphis later in the same year. The regiment was sent to Holly 
Springs and Jackson, :\!ississippi, an·d at the latter place ::..1 r. :\' elson was 
taken sick with iever and jaundice and in the fall of the year was sent 
h ome on a iurlough. He was in a very serious condition on his arrival at 

adison and was practically incapacitated for any service for several 
months. He received his honorable discharge from the army in December, 

Mr. :\' elson continued with his mother in Wisconsin until I86i. In the 
winter oi 1864-5 the home farm was sold under foreclosure on acc~t "of 
- security debt, and they then moved to eighty- a~~es in ~h~~-h- the mother 
had~ equity. In the s pring of I867 she disposed of this equity, receiv
ingt;-;; hundred and twenty-five dollars. They also possessed a span of 
colts and three head of young heifers, and having secured a prairie schooner 
started westward, having decided to cast their lot in Iowa. Upon reaching 
Skunk river opposite Cambridge, Story county, Iowa, they found the river 
bottom Aoo'ded. making it extremely dangerous to attempt to cross with a 
wagon. Accordingly ).1 r. :\' elson left his mother upon the bank and hired 
a pilot for five dollars to assist him in crossing with the wagon and animals. 
After reaching the opposite shore he waded back, the water reaching above 
his waist. and took his mother on his shoulders, she being a small woman 
weighing only about ninety pounds, and carried her across in safety. The 
effort practically exhausted him, but after resting a while they resume'd 
their journey and crossed the county line to Polk county. subsequently lo
cating on eighty acres of raw p~airie. As their resources were extremely 
limited Mr. Kelson found it necessary to sell the horses and wagon and pur
chase a yoke of oxen. this transaction replenishing the treasury by about 
one hundred dollars. He hauled lumber and brick from Polk City to build 
a house and they lived comfortably during the following winter. In the 
fall of 1867 the grasshoppers ate up everything green in that section and 
it \,·as indeed a gloomy outlook. especially as payments were due on the 
farm and other obligations had been incurred. 
· In the spring of 1869 Mr. ::\elson sold the oxen and wagon and went to 
Des- Moines. where he secured a positio~ the first day of S. :\. Robertson 
to haul brick from his yard at a salary · of thirty dollars per month and 
board. In the fall of the same year he received his first introduction to 
the mercantile busine5s in the house of Luce & ~1ahanna. his salary being 
fi-fteen dollars per month. twelve dolla rs of ·which he was obliged to pay for 
board. Subseq_uently he conducted a farme.rs t>oarding hguse and in I8i4 
r~~oved to Sheldahl. where he erected the first store b~ilding in the tci~: n, 
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continuing as a merchant and grain buyer until he retired on account of 
the encroachment:; o f age. He wa~ organizer oi the Fanner:; Savings Bank 
at Slater and wa;; its hr:;t pre:;ident. being at the present time a member of 
the board of d irectors. 
-· In December. 186<}. ~Ir . :\"el :;on was united in marriage to ~[iss Lizzie 

Ersland. of Cambridge. and by this union ten children were born. namely: 
George E .. Elsie C.. Carrie H .. :\nna G .. Bell 0., :\fattie :\ .. Elemer 0., 
and Beatrice D., a,nd Kuttie :\. and Amos K., who died in infancy. The 
first five are now married. 

Politically. ~Ir. :"\felson has ever since a rriving at the age of manhOOd 
given his support to the republican party and has serve·d in a number of 
responsible positions. He was postmaster at Sheldahl from 1874 to 188o 
and school treasure r from 187-1 to 1885. He was elected to the twenty-first 
and twenty-second general assembly, serving in 1882 and 1884 with dis
tinguished ability, being especially active in behalf of better drainage laws, 
better school laws and free text-books. He was a delegate to the national 
republican convention which nominated James G. Blaine for president and 
has been employe·d many times by the state republican committee as a cam
paign speaker, having appeared in more than fifteen counties in Iowa and . ...
in four counties in :\~Iinnesota. Religiously, he is identified with the Unitedt-·~~::· 
Lutheran church, in which he has for many years been a prominent worker. 
In 1904 he was elected president of the board of directors of St. Olof Col-
lege and since 1&}o has been a member of the board of the Cnited Nor
wegian church of .-\ merica, being now vice president of that body. 

:\I r. :\" elson possessed limite·d opportunities of school education in his 
early life. His mother, however, was a woman of fine education and was I 
his principal teacher until he came into contact with the world. His tastes ... •-"'· • 
were originally for mechanical pursuits but conditions led him into mercan=~,,,, . 
tile life. in which he attained deserved success. As a public speaker he has 
been highly efficient and his services have been in urgent demand. Today 
he is recognized as a leader among Norwegians of Iowa, 'due to his high .·~k· 
character and marked business ability, and he is greatly esteemed wherever 
he is known. ... 

DICK R. SPIEKER. 

Dick R. Spieker, cashier o f the Peoples Savings Bank of ~evada and 
recognized as one of the most progressive young business men of the city, 
was born in Grundy county, Iowa, September 17, 188o. He is a son of 
John and Hattie ( Husi nga ) Spieker. both natives of Germany. The father 
came to this country with his parents f n infancy, the family locating in 
Hardin county, Iowa, in 1852. Our subject's Grandfa ther Spieker did not 
possess a liberal amount of this world's goods when he established his 
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co,; tillll t'<l f.'rom Page 1. 

Uon whlc-~~;;;i;~t;-d- Ja.~~-~ :G. 
Blaine for pre11ldent. 

During hili tt'nure as · a. leg! 
tor., · he .;,-u l!ultrument.lll In 
lng the, bill. whit:h created the 
Roldlcr:~ home at M!-_rshalltown, 

··-·--. 
"An Inatltutlon:•; ·---.__ 

\\'hen M t·. Nelson was nom.lnated 
his seventlr ternr· u Sf:rgeant

th.e Iowa hou·se, Repre-.. , ....... ~ ..... ~~ 
!len~ve B. B . .,...,_ _____ Jilckenlooper ·-

Cedar Raplda, la., Republlc.a.n 
house:··t~adtr:·ntct··ot-hlm: 
- "Oley Nel11ori 11 an lnatltutlon 
-not an Issue .. " · 

11-'~~~ alendflr Utue -.m:ii:n :\~·Jth 
white spade beard, white h air_ 
and t;\•lnkllog eyf!ll, Oley N elaon 
Wall proud of hl• _jo!> ~- strgeant_ 
&Cat-mit.·-- ·- · · 

voice tilled the 
~e_d: 

Ht feared 11ome r ·. v.·ar 
nlt't an" might get the office. Ro 
for a time he took care· ot all t.he 
aergunt·~ work without any help 
''110 lh<'y won't think I 'm gettln~ 
loa.. old." . . . .. . - ...... 

As national G.A .R. " 1:ommander. 
he . .!let out in ·March. 1936, -upon •1\ 

g!'a.nd · t our o! 7.000 miles, from 
c~to coast- wilb_hls s ec retary. 
Mlas· ·Katherrn'e FloOd: ~as 
recel~ed by Pr~~ldent Roo~evelt In 
Washington, D. C., while making 
the tour. 

· ~membered F riends. 
He made hill old friends , mem

Pil'T-or •firs··nli'fl 
Jantea W. Willett ot Tama: Ia., be· 
came a nat!onal judge advocate, 
and J. 'P. Risley ot Des Moines. 
who died recently, & national ad
jutant. 

Returning to ·nes Molnts from 
the con\'entlon which named him 
commander, Oley- Nelson WM re
ceived with brass· bands and pa

both In· Des · Moines· arid. 
Slatet.:- -· ·--~ .... __ · - ··- ·---:·-- -·- ··-

. Tree11 Planted. · 
:-Tt't'es were planted ·in his honor. 

and at 'the dcdicallon of one of --~r"' . ·Walt('t 
them In the stalehou11e grounds, "Mo~t R~nut • 
hla eyes s;-rew moist with tears. 

"I u,;ed ·t o m~t thP. crlrl ' "" .. '· 
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· Remember~ Friends. 
He made his old friends .mem

tiF~r•fifi'""'natlonar--iliYt. 
James W. Willett ot Tama. Ia., be· 
came a national judge advocate. 
and J. ·P. Risley ot Des - Moines. 
who died · recently, & national a.d
jutant. 
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on "ba.· nk nlgllt""~ doe.s not ·· ell· __ ; ____ _ .. . , - -•·~· iL_a_ col)&ec.rated day" for . 

H. Mitchell 
t~at "u far 

war veter&nlf. -
rel.o:_. t.'.Y •. affect ~·ba.rtk ntiJtt~··: In: ··AFIIB 16" y· E·A· R··s .. ..At Portland, Ort ., V.·here ·he. vis· 

/. . . 

·ob .. Took Vengeance 
. . \ . . . 

lted on hla 7,000-mlle tour, he ·had 
. · - -· a aharp· t-elort lor reporters who 

"After ·:a· ·hardy attempt .at pro- allked hiJ:n it he would allow South
d~ci;g:···a humorous novel, Dar_win em veterans to. ·carry a Con!ed· 

. erate '!lag in & c :A.R. parade. ' · 

t.). 

:: .. 

Tetlhet, _ returning ... ~o his hon:te _ -· '-.. · · 
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... .. .. .... -..-.-·-' ·· lent .sinCe 1922. can·t· Under8l&nd "I'll tc11 you .~;hu-,,-:-e11 do," he 
· said, "we'll take them ln and·-do 
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.. ---; -
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lng a · carripull courtship .at Stan· bri~g~: ... ~•·: dl~_d., 
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. '
1
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Nelson, QL,•y. 
(Fk.) 

, F. !O~lc an". 1844, '!-v Nels qt,son F.vcnl-nac OK Aasc 
(l• . C. l_r~~lcmo~tct) , 1 Chuton 1 wp., Ru<"k Co. t]efTcr
~oa_l I'ra_mc),. Was_. S tutlerte vcd Albion J\catlcmy o~r 
\V ascon$tn Hnn·ers tlet, en term in hvcr. Bosnt i Clinton 
Ro<"k Co .. ':Vis .. 1~4-4S; Primrose, l'l:tnc Co., Wis., 134~ 
Ci7; Polk Co .. Iowa. 1M7; Des Moinr!' Iowa 1S68-74 · 
Shc~dahl: fo1~a. 1874-!J9 ; Slater, Story Co .. lo1~a. 1890-: 
Buttkbc~;cnt 1 Des Momes 1868-74 ; h:.ndclsmnntl i Shel
dahl 18t4-90; 1 Slater 1890-14 .. Var met! ng o rganiserte 
1\et}l,kllcm mcnig-het. tru~lcc, diakon: ntccllem av Roarcl 
of l rHslccs for l<oufcrcntscn 1~84-90: mrdlem av Board 
of Trustees for Den forenetle kirke 1891-17; vicepr:x:si-

dent 1891- 17; medlem av Executive Board 1891- 17; medlem av Board of 
Trustees for St. Olaf College og en tid pr:esident for samme. Soldat i bor
gerkrigen 1864-65, i kompani D, 40de Wisconsin; postmester, dommcr, skole
direkt9!r. medlem nv 21de og 22de Iowas legislatur. Organiserte Skandina
viskc vcteranforcning og Skandinaviske pioncrforening. Forfattct "The Early 
Norwegian Immigrant, !840-60", "Story Co. menigheder", "The Controversy 
as to the Rcsponsihility of the Augsburg Board of Trusl('es, 1890-93". 1916. 
Gift IM? met! Engcborg Erslantl (hun cl¢de i januar 1917). Har ha t 10 
barn, 8 i live. 
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:1 1~ io '.'-' 1111111 lllll'lilllcl I:IITII , tho 
1 ooop llth:ht IJt•ltt•t IJt· I ' ll( 11.< ljlllt'k · 

I\ ,,, l" ''"IJh· \V ht•tt• tlw t'ottt 1· 
·I tt•lt t ' IIPIII:It I u lw lttllllllt·tl IJy I Ito 
1; •to 111 httlllo·r t hh furru~ht·-' lhr 
111 , .1 lltpld u11d '"' L\lurlory mt•th
"" nl t'lllllt ll( lt. \VItt•ro• tho• o·orll 1: 

i\11-~tiiiS utul ltl lllll ll'r lo'lllll l\ LM ·- ~ Ill· W.t~ Ill lllt•t l 1111· •,o ·t'ulld 'luoo• loo 
1111( plntlllt'll ~ ~ :.·o 1<111111'1 1-ilo.ttl> Ill 1'•~ 1 Cillo ' 

ddltl. .Jn"'t•lt .Jr V.'.l' btotll lu I Ill• 
'' " ~ -II IJ<t}'~ uf IteM oil(• C'llllnty I P. l oh II '1'111'\' llloHio• ll ll' ll l ll •lllo' Ill 

LVVI\ Jf UJ\ JUlUJ 

ttlld 1111'11 rmn·nt.- a n• !I'\ llo•d !Ill< I" ·- M llllll ' ' lor II lotuulwl ••I Vt'lll\ 
ll~l(o•tf Ill Ill It lid lttl!. lllt' l' l llll( Whll'lo . · · · · 

Small Tw iHlcr D11l Small 
1111'1111"'' '" h·· filii' llf lit<' - 1111•">1 n - • "omm 

I•, l.t r~·· l u r tlw ~rttlll bl11d1·r It 
'"II\' IJ<• CUt Wit It t 111• C'Orll IJIII Oo•t 

•·Vf'r llf'td for l111• t'IIIIJ ·IIII'IIIIWI'' 
Ill rl.' . /, ., I 

IJI' hnml. Tlu• fun:•·r 1111• l'llrtl 

.1' l><•tlf·r CJIIIIlll ,\' 1:f slla~1· It wll 
111al:1' . Jf llwrc· 1.~ ol l'lm:cr bo•t \1'1'1'1 • 
twu lll'hl.~ o f cllffo•tcllt !>Ill' , boollo 
I'II'J:tlly druu~hl III Jlll'l'lf. put IIH 
1111'1(1'1 CUI'Il IIIIo I he ~II'J nlld C'll ' 
.111!1 :~h<X'k lhl' othrr for 'fu<lth·r 

AGED SLATER MAN 
WILL CELEBRATE 

\\'att·h :\loldurr ( 'unl~n t 
· F.non tltuu~:h lltr 

lf lltll' dry llu• stn lks 
-oft+&! 

II C: nnnlly f uu11d In corn nl rt>guln r 
:;llo fllll11g lime. Cunt contnlnhw 
Crc .m !>fl Lu GO Jl<'l' n·IIL m olsturo 
umkt·~ 1 ht• b<•sl :;II til:<' . If put lntl 
ti ll' .-.!!o With Lon III llC h lll()jstllrP Il l 
tht• ~t u l k , llllllllttllf'(' ('01'!1 I'IUkt·~ II 

\I' I y NJUr ~tllll:'t' thnt .~1'11111 .'1 t:H lll1 
llntlly · Fur this ' n•n.o;ou It Is a good 
IUI'lt tu 11lluw lht' corn lu d ry VIII 
11fl 1'1', tw1t11: t·ut. t' \' t'll to llw pulnl 
whr·rt· 11 lllll t• wntrr mh:ht bc
,,..,.d•·d ttt lllttkt• It sttf!lrll•n tl~ 
II ~< II IJl fur ~llltl(t' nutklttl('. u.,uall~ 
t.ltllllll: till' corn u duy <oi!o ud nml 
ntlowtnK It to <lry on the f(ruund 
II' Ill :i!cL.l.l.:.J.nt=:sllllJ;oO-f 1.1'--l-*t«-i ll'!" 
1111• ~ tlo V1·ry \utmatun• roru tha t 
hit.~ rt'lll' llt'd 1111• tl\.'\.~o·lilll: ~tlll(t 
<itJ\'S not · hll\'1.' n); llllll'h f1~·dht~· 
l'u J.,. •. po1111cl" for p oiuul liS do('~ 

H on. Olcy Nelson Honored Up 
.t.h..n ixilHl a. y--.a t.--0--& the -

ing in Slo.ter Tomorrow 

Mr. Nelson is · at Present Ser
geant at Arms in the House. 

of Reprcscn tati ve11 

lion. Ol t• y N1•l"'" of lhr 1'\lal•·t 
<'• lllll l lllllly, who Is 111 pn•st•IJI l111 · 
S.ll'l:l'll tlL Ill Anus nl t111• IHnl.~l' Hf 
rl<•pn•s.•utnth.-<·s. will 1}1• !10 yrnr~ 
uld lnmnrrow. Oll'y. " T hr l(rnlld old 
11: un o f tlw ltom.c•" ns !lr Is kuov.·n 
:nnt>n~; ltl~ _puiJtlcnl . !r.:_!~l_(j~_.,. 
_ .rtlt'lffid" iti'ls al,. ,.,r ltl~ tlull• ·s nt 
I II<> IlOILO..• \l. llh COIIllltlr:t l 1\'C 1':'.'01' 

1-'rl<ln\' nft••nwon from :! p . 111 
m:lll Hi p . 111. Ill llw Nrl.~on pork 
n: Slntrr whldl took Its 111\1111' si t· 
l'r M r N1•lson. w ill I><· lhl' M't·ll•• of 
a Cl'lt·brnllon rnr Mr N•• lso11 r.ont
tnl·mnrnlln ~: hl!i b lrlhdaly. M.lll)' ol 
Olt•\· ·~ f rtl'lld!< will !xo 111 lltl' pork . 
both f rom that community oud 
olllt'r placrs. I t Is the rxpPI'ln
uon.~ o f ma11y (,c tltr nl••m bns or 
t hr lrgbluturt' to attend lhr ~:oth -

I I. a r wltll'h lttt.~ n •arlwtl l h1• lass•·' 
!IIIli Silk SliiKI' . t!OIII t'l' l'l'. It h Vl·l'~ 
llltll'h worthwhllt· sa\'1111{ Onlluan
lv II l~ bo·ttcr to cut , '" !t ,. 1. 

, w!t h thl.' gruJn blndt•r nnll pill It 
'" llu• ~Jif)('k . It sh<•lll<l 1M• I( Otto•to 

"" slwllt·r or stuCkl'(l us :;()loll a : 
I' IIOUI(h fot: .such fo<IUI'I' WliMt·~ 

{llol• ldy Ill lltf' liPid. 
· Tlwrp Is . .so far as known. IH 

<i.l!lV<'r ! n.m polwnhlK. o f ra ttl I' 111 
utiii1Rht ltrjun·d corn I hal 1s CUI 
n ne! t'llrt•d lo r fod drr o r partially 
rurrd ' 11nd maclr Into slla~o.• · Pa.stur
" ' 1' or s11ch r urrtrt-,.lc1!\ ~~ wa,.,tl' f ul 
una ltltt\' caU.\1' los.'o('~ of cattlt 
o·tlltt •r f i·om ·uv~· rflll ' or lr. thr (':L~r 
or llrtJIIKhl l11j11rrd ~mall curn frorto 
rn:t11nl pol<;OnirlK." 

CRASH VICTIMS 
REMAIN SERIOUS 

Mr. nnd Mrn. August Petenon 
Remain in' Serious Condition 

at Hospital in Perry 

Th"' cnnd !t1on ·of M r. qrnd M f'-'1 
Au ~rusl Pet.cr.son who wrrr ~rlous
ly lnjurrd In an nutom.ll-111' c rash 
1:1•rt hwr,t of W oodwa r<1 nb<11tl trn 
tlnv~ n~eo ' llll rrmnlns :n a ' nrllrnl 
urtlt.lttJ!on nl thr Kim(~ Dnttghlt>r' 
ltHs pltA.l In Prrry_ 
Mr~. P ••t rrloOn ,,IICfrnod a hrokf'll 

I>< !VIM, 11nd oth"'r ~~~lbl ,. lntnnal 
l!tjurars . And Mr p,.t,.r,.,mt ~IICf<'l'l'd 

'ra c lurt>d '-:Cull and othrr boch' 
.W"~ In llrr wrec k . Mr. Pf' t"'non 

, __ ., not rf'g:~ ln~-C'Oll.~n·ou snf':>.\ 

~InC'!' thr a.ccl~rnl. • 'T h<'i)O thc-r 
mt>mbrr.s of thr party " 'hn wrt<' 
but slightly lnjurl'd , riJJrf' n grt
tlhg~ along nl~ly. 

Thls a utomobllf' a crjdf'nl . hap
JIC"nl'd al '11n lntl' rM'<'\IOn )0 \1 nno· 
mllr south or thr fatal rra.\h 111 
which Max M oug ln and T . n 
\\ tile>:"' W<'rr' lcllll"d . 

l'rttl l(. . 
Mr. Nl'ISon, survivPd thr nullll

<':11 lit rnovl.'r u f l hi' 193:! r IPrtHJII 
ar: rl wa.~ contlriUI'd unanimously al 
tl:c door o f thl' houSt• rhnmlx•r Jl,• 
\l'rn•d 11.~ u rPprl'.sl'nlnll\ P I rum 
Story rc.unty durln~e Lh<• 21.•t :and 
:t211d rtf'n<'rnl os.'>l'mblll's . 

Among n oLnhll'S who ;1lttn to! HI· 
t,•nd arr (;ovrrnor. Clyd·• l!t·rriiiF 
nnti hIs .~ln ff and prom ln<'tlt 111~'11 
"' thr church who nrr · Pn·.,ld• ·ul 
l~r.c o f Sl Olof Collf'l:<· T' rr; f llul 
land, and othl'l'li . T hPrr will IW> "' ' 
!-l'( prOj!ram o r an}' kl llJ but tho 
ccll.'t..rauon v.·.:ll b<' an InformAl 
1{3t herhtg In which he v.·tll 1M- a bit• w- - - · -

to m«'l hL~ many fril.'nd~ Thrr~ · Local Store Owned and Operat-
wrll. how,.,·rr. ):)(· ~rvr.ra l nHL\Irnl ed by Oeorooe H. Little For-
number~ frnturlnR lucRI tolr•nt. RtH1 

1
e , B • 

otl•t·rs. mer y o, oone 
. :O.fr . N1·lson Is 11 Civil v.·llr Vt-t• r

Uil nnrl n son or 1\< \'f'tNnn o f that 
war. H<' I.\ pa.\L comnlAn<1rr ()( ttw Tl.r n•· w C:l\mb!f· ~tor•· In llll\ 
Io9.'A c; A. H . nnd Jl:l-'lt .owo nto r rlly will np,.n In lltf' puM'c Rlltur
' nmmandl'r o r tt-.c not:onl\1 (l A dov anrl 1.\ I{)('AI ~ :l In lht A. R 
n. 1 . Mtl"~ butln'n ~e a rrOM rrorn lhf' 

He I~ l'l'~ponslblt for thr piAn- Mao!: td Moioc Co Thf' ,\lt.rl' Ia Oil· 
t\IOR and pl'l'.'W'nt.atlon o f the Nrl - rrat"<l by (h'Orl(r H l.llll,. and lA 
son park In thAt ('Ommunlly, whlt:ll f)WIII'<i uy him ll !II hi~ ln t .. ntlon 
h nam<'d In his honor. to oOI'\'t' lwr .. Ill lha n,.ar fli ~IITf' 

Mr. Nrlwn 1~ w!shrc1 n.any hap- Thr Clamhlr xt.orr Will rarry All· 
py rt'IUrn.\ or lhr tilly tm hi ~ ulrth- l tl'l lc'tt!Vf' ~uppllr•. lln-.'1 an<1 bl\t . 
day and hi~ many fncnd1. a lthoul( lt lt·•tr• . parn t: ra<11011. and hrMt!rhold 
tt>l'v may nnt IX' pn'.'>l'lll Ill llll' O<'l'f"<.\,ltf'S Tt s 1)11"' o r the 800 Oa.m
'-"thl'r1ng t.omon-ow. C•>ng ratulat,. blf' l'tore agf'nrt'11 now OJ><'Millna 
h im. Uurtn~r Mr. Ntls.lu-~ orrlm- .thr· ugh out ll~ middle ,.. H 
an~: yf'ars hi' hns bf:ocn 1\Cll\'C :n tho· I FT·; more d~ta ll • _conCf>mlnfl thr 
affatn of thl' onp•o.u:.allnll.'l whtcl· , Ol)('ol 0 11 o r th.\ Al"<f' you are !'?· 
1.•· ho..~ bt-fon a .<.'IO<'IIlli·d - wtth alld j f,..rro·d to tl)('lr ad \'•' rli!W'm,.nl which 
hM v.·on for him~ If thf'. frll'nl1.•hlp ~,, ' ' 11 anothrr ll&i'" In lhs f..uue. 

or many. _ I J.:any ~f'ttiM•• Ro·unJon 
· 

1 

· !icu•. 1•1 c ·.,r.,•••• '• nc1~Jn, .. 
( 'ani of Th!LNta Polk City, Allfl 8 - 1'1w roarly llt'l · 

Wr " ' l\h ro tflnnlc our ncoll( hbor~ . llrr• will )oln 1'.' a rrounlun Aui(Ua( 
l~l~nd~. n·la ll\'r l\ anf1 :.lnlfl'l'll for 18. al Altoon• . JOWl\ . a t, a.-.l!rt. dill · 
t)orlr 1\.C"t.• or lo\'1' and ~ympathy rwr hfo lnr ·N'C'\'N1 at nnnn P'vl' r v . 

he ' 
ldin, 
rei 

II 

('IIIII 

tblt• 

"'Tii 

II AI ... 
tlwn 

'"" k II 
l ll\' 1' 

J'ti!I.'F. RAI . m:1.11 TIII'KSO 

runrul Infant C'hlld "r. 
M1\<, Wllll.1n1 ;\llllo·r lfdc 

Thl\ f lllll'ral 'll' l \'It t·s fur lh
fllnl child of M r "'"' Mr~ 
l.tm M lllrr of tho• (i,trdl' ll tow 
commun'ly. wa11 llf'ltl hrro• T 
<lay artrrnonn 111 lhr Mrll 
church with nrv r. A Ca. 
lhf )lelllnr. In rllltto•r Til<' 
• ·u about Ah: llllltllh., o l<1 An 
n,ITW' W&.\ c;,.n,. Wt lll:lnl Ti tro 
J>~othy o r tht·t r frt•·n•L' ::\ rxu 
1.1 thf'm. 

lfOI.D AC ' IfU: \'t::\n:ST, .Silo 

( 'a, Town>hlp (ilrl• SJ)<•n ~o.Mn 
Arhlf'~t Show 

Tl11' Ca.,_, tnwn .. htp ~err'• an 
clay. at thf' lfomr ... lry Cl\btn on 
r:>.-a Mnlr'lf'S rl\·rr "llOI'ISt>rlJlf 
Ar~\'rm~nl - H/wow F'.4Ml a1 
bnn~clnl' a b111tet1 ,prnc11u-r • 
WI II br juc1t1'11 " 1111 I hr 1)1',1 
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POR fY .4TH YEAR 

OTey· ·Nelson ·'Chosen 
Nation'l Commllrul'r 

IJ.cted 'l'o Hlrhect P01lllon 
·H anor a.nd 'l'r'urt Ill the 0 . 

A. Jl. of America 

2lection Clim&% .. ruty Ynn' 
Actin Servioe Ill Orr&nl.sa.

Uon He Lon~ · 

The Hon. Olcy Nf lson, 
er 'a Ornnd Old Man, " nrhie~ccl 

the ambition of hiA life la~t '•eek , 
Be_ptelllbu . 12th,. w4~ ,,. 
cholle'n commander of the· Nlltlon. 
al Orand Army of the Tiepubli<· 
Rt ItA national ~ncampment, hthl 
l't Orand R11pid ~. Michigan- tht· 
l.ighert offict and honor that tht· 
organization can bestow upon any 
of ita mtmbers. • 

Mr. Nelson had for some timt 
cherished t he ambitiQn to become· 
uational comandcr, hut it was not 
till in July, this year , that he bf'. 
5:an to interest bill frientiH in the 
matter. Weiland favorably knowJ• 
hy the 0 . A. n. !rom cout tt. 
cout aa well aa by the Women '• 
~lie! Corps, he began a quie! 
t'ampa (~;n in the intueat of hi• 
tandidacy. It met with a HpiP.n 
did recept ion, though other upir 
ant.s bobbed UJ>-in Kansas,_ Wia. 
conain, Ohio and New York-.ntl 
t.llej"were all plenty active. 

When ht left tor the l'nCIImp· 
ment Mr. Nelslln !ti t encouraged 
over' the prospect.tl, hu~ a dded. 
"You ~an never tdl. America i! 
a hilt r6\mtry and all the cantli
daus have friend~. 1 ha vt tlont 
my bcijt, lr I'm d~!cateol, 1 wiJI 
take it 0 11 thP chi ll untl t•o mc 
ho1JI.e, smiling." · 
~ the eonveat ion 

tM cu.cUdatea 

maiaed. Whtn tht balloti!'~t 
f&n, Mr. Secrest wa.s confident 
while Mr. Ntlson r tmaincd hope· 
!nl. It had It'l l prO~frP~~~d fnr 
however , hrfore all o~e enucl tht 
out~ome and wh~n thr vot.tM wtr< 
conntrd, N~IHon IN.l by a ratio of 
:J tO ). ' It Wll4 thtn VOittl l<> 
makt :llr. Ntl~o~• tlrction llnan
imon•. :llr. N.-l•nn wa~ thl'n 
r.o•n r l<·cl to> thr plntfc>rlll, " 'ht rr 
lw K" v~ one' n f hi• c•hnrotdt·ri•t•· 
talkw, thanlting his o·ctnlrntlrs for 
the honur thu~ hc•MI uwc•cl. 

Puring h i• luna.:. ••·li''~' c·nrtt'r 
Mr. N~l111111 ha• ••·rvt cl th•· 0. A. 
H. in mAny capac•ilie~<-"" firAI 

In hill elec t ion to the higbeat or. 
flee in the gift of his comradeJI. 
~rr. Nelson has not only brought 
honor to ·himself, but to hie home 
town , Slater , Story county anti 
the stat(' as well. lllany ft~tivi
titlf are planned in hill homor- at 
S lat<'r , Amtw, Dn Moinu, Mar
~h .. lltown and other point-and 
r. husy fall faces him. 

All Slater joina in 

w11 on 
thi.~ hia.:h offi•·r. 

J ust when M r. Nelson will ~ 
hom11 is not known. lie roached 
Chical!o. Salnrtlay. whe re he has 
been feted ever since-honored al 
many functions. 

Mr. a nd Mrs. A. D. J ohnson o f 
Ames were Sunday ~ i~tor~ 11~ th1· 
home of hiM molh<·r. M rs. Ma ry 
.John110n, llntl ~wAn. 

Mr. Rnt.l Mrs. II aroltl (; ruft ami 
children of Do•A Moines wc• rc Sun· 
Jay visit'rs Ill the home o f hia J>a r · 
cnts, Mr. and MrM. 1-:o l. <Jro ft. 

,_ __ 

T illS Ia tbe oew ronnnNDI 
lb t archltecl't drawlnr ot 

- -· _.,..tat. -..4 1M on If alrML 

. ·, 

ED HOLLAND 
HURT IN F. a ...... " 

Ed Hollud ot Kelley SerloUJlTtlleorana Berhow Dies at the Me· 
Hun When BO&lfo14ing at odiat Hoapltal, Du Molnt$-

Hb Home Broke Other Itel!a 

Ed llnllaucl, ruul carr idr 
Kf'llt•y, wu pninfnlly hurt in tha 
bac k IIU!t Fritlay while aw:sillt ing 
with NOme work a t hi• place. &d 
i8 rcmodf'ling hiw home. While on 
a ecaft'olt.l, work ing witb two other 
men, the acatl'olding fell , preelpl· 
tating all to the rround 
In the fall Ed hit a bunch. ot altm. 
gl t9, wrea cbing his back 

-~ 

Otorge Berhow, well knctwn 
~tory, tlic•tl at I he ~It 

at Uu :\l uint>~ 

mornilll(, a "ic1im 
trouble, f rom whidt he b 
suft'erin'g for aornt tir 

>~trviets were hrlol fr 

painfully, n11li:ing it cemttl'ry. Ueor~t 
for him to walk. lie i.i confined l.ttournt!d hy four •on~ and t 
to the ~d. under a doctor '• eare . •• •• , •• h,.,,. orw of whom he I 
It may ~ tome time before making hiM home. Oeo 
will be ahlf' to cal"'! tor hia ol born llt,llr !Tuxlq ancl g1 
nn the Kelley rural route. in that communi ty. 

Dorcas Program 
T he Dorcu Circle or the l)eiUJ.II~.J!III:. 

hem church m.ee\.1 

Mervin, Otia and eo .... 
progTam is aa follows: 

Opening Song .... Circle 
Oevotional.. .. llev. 1'\orem 
Piono Solo .... nuth 1'\orem 
Vocal Duet.. .. Mn. Lein ami Gla-

dys Christianson 
Convention 11ep't....Letta Houge 
Vocal Solo .... Otis lble 
Talk .... l\ev . lluland 
Vucal Puet.. .. Arlene and Homer 

Lewis 
Clo~inK Soni( .... Cird e 
Closing .... Lurd's l'aryer 

A ror.Jiol invitulion tu ull. 

Eoroll!ng u Iowa State 

H. H. Lt.raon, o f south-('A!l 
Kelley, ami her n ·IRI ivr~ in 
AllemAn community. 

Mai iCIIrrier T. ,J. S.I>O anti " 
o f H uxley returned the lir~L 
the wel'k from K motor trip Ll 
had taken th,•m to the lll'llina 
~linn. communi ty ami oth<'r pi 
us, visit in J: rclatiV<'s ami frion 
Tommy. Thompson, suh~tilt 

:~e rvotl on thn route ,Jurin t: ~ 

Sabo'~ vrtcrttiou. -
Looab Dropped Opening Coo· 

national vice commander, as atatt t 'hu rl ••• St1r~~nt, Stunh·y lie•:! 
comma ntlor, aM J>OMt commandtr, Dr. " 0 '1 Mr~. L. II. llnfTman R<'tL unci llnrvc•y Wnl(niiiUII nrc• 

Tht• hi.:h s.•lococol louy< piH 
hrdl with ('nrul•>·icll='' nl ('. 
: l'itl~t· uri J·'riduy nfh•nllllUI , In~ 
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I dropped by 
the House 
chamber in the 
Iowa Capitol 
the other day, 
hoping to run 
into a few for
mer fellow 
workers left 
over from the 
46th General 

Assembly, but Oley Nelson was 
nowhere in sight. Nor was Hennan 
Kelch, for that matter. 

It wasn't a surprise not flnding 
Herman, as our temporary em
ployment as pages spanned only 
the flrst four months of 1935, but 
at that time 90-year-old Oley Nel
son appeared to be as much a part 
of the Statehouse as the marble 
stairs. 

That's not only the way it 
seemed to an impressionable 
teen-ager, that's the way it was. 
The Civil War veteran who had 
brought his widowed mother from 
Wisconsin to Iowa to settle in 

1 Story County in 1867 was serving 
the sixth of seven terms as ser
geant-at-arms. 

Seven terms spanning 14 years 
in the political arena is impressive, 
but there's more. Oley did con
struction work on the bu.i1ding in 
1869; courted his future wife at 
parties on the Statehouse grounds; 
and, as a Republican and Story 
County's representative in the 
21st and 22nd sessions, became a 
force in creating the Iowa Soldiers 
Home in Marshalltown. 

Shortly after fmishing his stint 
as sergeant-of-arms in 1935, Nel
son rocketed much higher in rank. 
He was elected national command
er of the Grand Army of the Re
public, the veterans' organization 
for the . winning side in the War 
Between the States. · 

In 1936 Nelson traveled 7,000 
miles coast to coast, met with 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
and was widely quoted for his 
answer to a question as to whether 
he would allow Southern veterans 
to carry a Confederate flag in a 
GARparade . . 

"I'll tell YO!:l what we'll do," 

.... (i/1 l'fr-t 1 /V' ~ !(vr117 
:, /~(? 

Oley had responded. ··we'll take 
them in and do everything to make 
it congenial if they will throw 
away that darned old rebel flag." 

Gov. Nelson Kraschel had quick
ly come up with an office in the 
Statehouse for Oley to occupy dur
ing his year as commander. Then, 
at age 92, he served his seventh 
and fmal tenn as sergeant-at-arms 
in 1937, passing away the follow
ing year. 

His obituary said he was the old
est state employee ever, a record 
that should endure, and no one 
else likely will ever be as tied in 
with the Statehouse over a span of 
68 years. Nor possess the prestige 
and popularity to become so im
pervious to the power of party pa
tronage. 

Riding Roosevelt's coattails, the 
Democrats had taken over the 
Statehouse in 1932, putting Oley's 
job in jeopardy. Although he was 
kept on in 1933 and 1935, in 1937 
the 92-year-old Republican was 
truly worried about being re
placed by a younger war veteran. 

Such fretting was wasted effort. 
Bourke B. Hickenlooper of Cedar 
Rapids, the Republican House 
leader, spoke up first during the 
biannual patronage flght, which 
was turning nasty. 

"Oley Nelson is an institution, 
not an issue," he pointed out. 

Speaker LaMar Foster, a Demo
crat from West Branch, quickly 
agreed. 

"I don't care what you House 
members decide about the rest of 
the patronage, but I want someone 
to move the appointment of Oley 
Nelson as sergeant-at-arms so we 
can have order in this house," Fos
ter declared. 

A story from that time relates 
what followed: 

"A half-dozen representatives 
so moved and Oley was appointed 
with a ringing 'aye' and, in his blue 
Civil War veteran's coat and car
rying a gnarled cane, he marched 
to the rostrum to take his oath." 

"Marched" was the operative 
word but it was more of a lurch, 
even in 1935. While the respect 
and loyalty he inspired leads you 
to think Oley Nelson was a tower
ing flgure, he actually was a small, 
.slender man with a white spade 
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Oley Nelson's portrait hangs in the Statehouse in Des Moines. 

beard and hair to match, who pos
sibly even slept in that Civil War 
coat. 

But Oley had a presence, and a 
stentorian voice. Lord, did he have 
a voice! The high point of any 
day's work as a page came when 
our mentor would square his frail 
s houlders, march to the center 
aisle and boom out: "'Mr. Speaker, 
a message from the Senate." 

Believe it, Oley didn't need ami
crophone and those seated on that 
aisle must have yearned for ear
plugs. Once finished with this 

alert, he would plod back to his 
modest desk just inside the main 
doors to keep a watchful eye on 
his room and the pages. 

I was 15 years old and a junior 
at Manilla High School when my 
parents decided it was time I 
should leave the nest, at least tem
porarily. The school cooperated by 
granting a leave of absence and 
the great adventure started in ear
ly January. 

Although my grandfather, Tom 
J. White, was then assistant state 
su~rintendent .of printing and 

I cherish my 
few months with 
Oley Nelson and 
still think of him 
with awe. 

had an office in the Statehouse, he 
and Nellie had a one-bedroom 
apartment so I didn't stay with 
them. 

Because we got along at first 
• meeting, Herman Kelch and I 

wound up sharing a room on the 
top floor of the Cherry Place Tea 
Room, a restaurant-rooming house 
just across Grand A venue from 
the Capitol grounds. We each paid 
$6 a week for room and board. 

The pay was probably about 
$45 a month, making me richer 
than I'd ever been. After turning 
16 late in January, I bought my 

· flrst suit, adding a hat for good 
measure. In addition to learning a 
bit about legislation, I gained an 
early start on dealing with the 
world. 

Being on my own in the big city 
in 1935 was no problem and I re
gretted having to resign before the 
end of the session. To be eligible 
for football as a senior , I had to 
spend the last six weeks of the 
second semester in Manilla class
rooms. 

Never having known a Civil 
War veteran before or another 
since, I cherish my few months 
with Oley Nelson and still think of 
him with awe. After a brief period 
of correspondence, I lost touch 
with Herman Kelch. 

There was another Statehouse 
regular I came to admire. George 
Mills was an energetic young re
porter for the Iowa Daily Press As
sociation, who my grandfather 
thought showed great promise. 
I've often wondered what hap
pened to him. 

Just kidding, Lefty. 

MAURY WHITE is a retired Register 
$pQ11S writer. 

:. ; ) ~ 
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Christopher Jay Nelaon, 11 Amy EJlz.abeth Nelson, 4 

October 3, 1969. Diann, daughter of Carl and Helen 
(Torgerson) Denton, was born on May 28, 1947 in Des 
Moines. Diann graduated from North Polk Community 
High School in 1965 and from the American Institute of 
Business in Des Moines in 1968. Diann, a former court 

reporter (stenotype shorthand), is employed part-time as a 
typesetter by tl\,e Tri-County Times in Slater. She has 
taught Sunday School at Bethlehem Lutheran Church for 
many years and was a member of the Slater Historical 
Centennial Book Committee. 

They are the parents of two children: Christopher Jay, 
born June 3, 1975 and Amy Elizabeth, bolll August 4, 
1982. Chris began 8th grade at Ballard Junior High in the 
fall of 1988 and Amy began 1st grade at Slater at the same 
time. They reside on an acreage on the north edge of Slater. 

Oley and Ingeborg Nelson 

OleyNelloa 
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Among the well-established citizens of Story County 
there were none who deserves more honorable mention than 
Oley Nelson. He was a native of Rock County, Wisconsin, 
born August 11, 1845 to Nels and Aase (Chrestensdotter) 
Olson Evensrue, both of whom were natives of Rollag, 
Numedal, Norway. They were married in Norway and came 
to America in 1843, locating at Jefferson Prairie in Rock 
County, WI. Oley's father entered 40 acres of government 
land and in 1845 declared his intention of becoming a 
citizen of the United States. In the spring of 1848 he 
removed to Primrose, Dane County, WI, and entered 160 
acres of land, which he proceeded to improve. On August 
10, 1861, Nels enlisted in Company H, known as the Sugar 
River Rifles, of the Eighth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, 
the regiment gaining a wide reputation as the Live Eagle 
Regiment. The regiment left Camp Randall at Madison, 
WI, about Oct. 1, 1861, and went to St. Louis, from there 
going to Iron Mountain, Missouri, where they drove out the 
rebels and secured the ore for the use of the government. 
They then went to Raleigh and from that place to St. Louis 
and thence down the Mississippi River, assisting in the 
capture of Island No. 10. The regiment was then ordered to 
Corinth and, after the capture of that city, to Vicksburg. On 
the way from Corinth to Vicksburg, Oley's father received a 
60-day furlough to enable him to visit his home as his 
health had been seriously impaired. He went aboard a boat 
at Memphis and came as far north as Keokuk, Iowa, when 
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he was taken off the boat in an unconscious condition and 
conveyed to the hospital, where he died on August 4, 1862. 

After the death of Nels, Oley and his mother continued to 
live on the farm and Oley took charge of the work. 
However, in the spring of 1864, desiring to take the place of 
his father in defense of the Union, Oley enlisted in 
Comapny D, Fortieth Wisconsin Infantry, and was present 
at the last capture of Memphis later in the same year. The 
regiment was sent to Holly Springs and Jackson, 
Mississippi, and at the latter place Oley was :aken sick with 
fever and jaundice and in the fall of the year was sent home 
on a furlough. He was in a very serious condition on his 
arrival at Madison and was practically incapacitated for any 
service for several months. Oley received an honorable 
discharge from the Army in December of 1864. 

Oley and his mother continued farming in Wisconsin until 
1867. In the spring of 1867 Oley's mother disposed of the 
equity she had in 80 r.cres, receiving $225. Thev also 
possessed a span of colts and three head of young heifers, 
and having secured a prairie schooner started westward, 
having decided to cast their lot in Iowa. Upon reaching the 
Skunk River opposite Cambridge, Story County, Iowa, they 
found the river bottom flooded, making it extremely 
dangerous to attempt to cross with a wagon. Accordingly, 
Oley left his mother upon the bank and hired a pilot for $5 
to assist him in crossing with the wagon and animals. After 
reaching the opposite shore he waded . back, the water 
reaching above his waist, and took his mother on his 
shoulders, she being a small woman weighing only about 
90 pounds, and carried her across in safety. The effort 
practically exhausted him, but after resting a while they 
resumed their journey and crossed the county line to Polk 
County, subsequently locating on 80 acres of raw prairie. As 
their resources were extremely limited, Mr. Nelson found it 
necessary to sell the horses and wagon and purchase a yoke 
of oxen, this transaction replenishing the treasury by about 
$100. He hauled lumber and brick from Polk City to build 
a house and they lived comfortably during the following 
winter. In the fall of 1867 the grasshoppers ate up 
everything green in that section and it was indeed a gloomy 
outlook, especially as payments were due on the farm and 
other obligations had been incurred. 

In the spring of 1869, Oley Nelson sold the oxen and 
wagon and went to Des Moines where he secured a position 
the flrst day of S. A. Robertson to haul brick from his yard 
at a salary of $30 per month and board. In the fall of the 
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same year he received his ftrst introduction to the mercantile 
business in the house of Luce & Mahanna, his salary being 
$15 per month, $12 of which he was obliged to pay for 
board. He subsequently conducted a farmers boarding house 
and in 1874 removed to Sheldahl where he erected the frrst 
store building in the town. Oley was very instrumental in 
starting the new town of Slater, when the railroad 
mistakenly misplaced the tracks. The businesses needed 
access to the railroad, so a decision was made to move 53 
businesses and homes a mile north to Sheldahl Crossing; 
now Slater. Mr. Nelson continued to run the General 
Mercantile Store in Slater and worked as a grain buyer until 
he retired on account of encroachments of age. He was 
organizer of the Farmers Savings Bank at Slater and was its 
frrst president and continued his service as a member of the 
board of directors. 

In December of 1869, Olcy was united in marriage to 
Miss Ingeborg Ersland of Cambridge, and to tltis union 10 
children were born: George E., Elsie C., Carrie H., Anna 
G., Bell 0., Mattie A., Elmer 0., Beatrice D., Kuttie A. and 
Amos K. Kuttie and Amos died in infancy. 

Politically, Mr. Nelson supported the Republican Party 
and served in a number of responsible positions. He was 
postmaster at Sheldahl from 1874 to 1880 and school 
treasurer from 1874 to 1885. He was elected to the twenty
first and twenty-second General Assembly (now Legis
lature), serving in 1882 and 1884 with distinguished ability, 
being especially active in behalf of better drainage laws, 
better school laws and free textbooks. He served on the staff 
of the Governor of Iowa for several years. He wa.~ sergeant 
at arms in the Iowa General Assembly for 14 years and 
National Commander of the Grand Army of the Republic. 
He was a delegate to the national Republican convention 
which nominated James G. Blaine for president and was 
employed many times by the state Republican committee as 
a campaign speaker, appearing in more than 15 counties in 
Iowa and in four counties in Minnesota. Religiously, he 
was identified with the United Lutheran church, in which he 
was for many years a prominent worker. The Nelson family 
was very active in Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Slater. In 
1904 he was elected president of the board of directors of St 
Olaf College and was a member of the board of the United 
Norwegian Church of America, where he also served as vice 
president 

Mr. Nelson possessed limited opportunities of school 
education in his early life. His mother, however, was a 
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Oley and Ingebort NeJ.on and two of their daughters, prior to 
1917. 

woman of fme education and was his principal teacher until 
he came into contact with the world. His tastes were 
originally for mechanical pursuits but conditions led him 
into mercantile life, in which he attained deserved success. 
As a public speaker he was highly efficient and his services 
were in urgent demand. He was recognized as a leader 
among Norwegians of Iowa, due to his high character and 
marked business ability, and he was greatly esteemed 
wherever he was known. 

Nelson Park in Slater was named in honor of Honorable 
Oley Nelson. 

HONORABLE OLEY NELSON 

Mr. Speaker: Your committee appointed to prepare 
resolutions commemorating the life, character, and public 
services of the Honorable Oley Nelson of Story County, beg 
leave to submit the following memorial: 

Oley Nelson was born in a log cabin in Rock County, 
Wisconsin, on August 10, 1844, and passed from this life at 
his home in Slater, Iowa, on April 15, 1938. His father 
served in the Civil War and died in service. 

He enlisted June 17, 1864, in Co. D., 49th Wisconsin 
Volunteer Infantry, which was known as the University 
regiment. He was discharged September 16, 1864 after 
illness rendered him unfit for further service. 

In 1867 he came to Iowa in a covered wagon with his 
mother. For a few years he worked in Des Moines and at 
one time he worked for a contractor, hauling material to 
build the State Capitol. He later engaged in mercantile and 
banking business in Slater, always displaying keen interest 
in his community. He represented Story County in the 21st 
and 22nd General Assemblies and for 14 years served as 
Sergeant-at-Arms of the House of Representatives. He was 
a member of the Grand Army of the Republic Post No. 30 
at Ames, Iowa for 40 years, and was a member of Grenville 
M. Dodge Camp, Sons of Union Veterans for 27 years. He 
was Department Patriotic Instructor and in 1827 was elected 
Department Commander of Iowa. In 1931 he was National 
Chief of Staff, and was elected Senior Vice Commander-in
Chief the same year. He was elected National Commander
in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic in 1935--the 
third man from Iowa to attain that office. 

While a member of the General Assembly, Mr. Nelson 
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was one of the foremost advocates for the establishment of a 
Soldiers Home. It was largely through his efforts that one 
was established at Marshalltown, Iowa. 

Mr. Nelson was not only a good soldier, a loyal 
statesman, but he lived up to every measure of a real c itizen. 
He contributed to the c ivic welfare of his hometown, Slater, 
Iowa, which place remained his residence until the time of 
his death. Though he gained national recognition as 
National Commander of the Grand Army of the Republic, he 
always remained, to his neighbors and friends, just plain 
"Oley Nelson." 

A fitting tribute was paid to Mr. Nelson by Ray Murray 
in the following lines: 

OLEY NELSON 

"He shall not die!" 
Although I stood beside his bier 
And dropped a tear 
To see the soldier I once knew, 
Still garbed in blue 
Asleep beneath the flag that he 
Had fought to keep unstained and free. 

Asleep he lay, nor knew nor heard 
A single, solitary word 
Of all the praise we offered here 
To one so dear; 
Just lay asleep, his fighting done, 
Now mustered out with victory won. 

The lights are out, 'taps' echo creeps 
Across God's camp, our soldier sleeps; 
But all the things for which he fought, 
The ideals that he ever sought 
Have been passed on to you and I; 
He's answered Taps, 
But shall not die! 
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That in the passing 
of the Honorable Oley Nelson, the County of Story and the 
State of Iowa has lost a valuable and honored citizen and the 
House of Representatives of the State of Iowa, Forty-eighth 
General Assembly, tender by this resolution its sincere 
sympathy to the surviving members of his family in their 
sorrow, and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this 
resolution be spread upon the Journal of the House of 
Representatives and that the Chief Clerk of the House of 

Representatives, Forty-eighth General Assembly, be 
instructed to send an enrolled copy to the family of the 
deceased 

Albert Steinberg, James E. Irwin, E. M. Lichty, Committee. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing Memorial Resolution 
was adopted by the House of Representatives, Forty-eighth 
General Assembly. 

A. C. Gustafson, Chief Clerk of the House. 

Peter L. and Christina (Holland) Nelson 

Peter L. Neilson was born in Copenhagen, Denmark on 
August 22, 1866. He came to the United States at the age 
of 17 years. Pete had studied the trade of a butcher in 
Denmark and when he came to the United States he was 
employed by his stepbrother, Lew Gamrath in the town of 
Sheldahl, Iowa. When the town of Slater, Iowa was 
founded, he established a butcher shop known as the 
Tollefson-Nelson Meat Market--later being known as the 
Nelson Meat Market. Pete operated his meat market until 
his retirement in April of 1945, after 50 years as a Slater 
businessman. 

On October 6, 1896, Peter Nelson was married to 
Christina Holland, who was born and grew up on the 
Holland homestead northeast of Slater. 

Three children were born to this union: Lester A., born in 
1898; Virginia, born in 1900; and Leona, born in 1902. 

Pete-Butch was widely noted for his homemade bologna, 
which he made every Wednesday. People came from miles 
around for this homemade delicacy. Sometime between the 
time Pete left Sheldahl and established his business in 
Slater, the family name was changed from Neilson to 

Pete and Cbrlatlna NeJ.on 

Nelson. When or why the "i" was dropped from his name is 
not known. 

0. Halver and Bertha (Roe) Tesdahl 

Bertha Roe Tesdahl 

159 

Bertha Roe Tesdahl, daughter of Ole and Katrine Roen, 
was born in Skonevick, Norway on January 12, 1870. She 
was educated in Norway and came to America at the age of 
18. In 1892 she was united in marriage to Knute 0 . Roe 
and they made their home in Marshalltown, Iowa. Five 
children were born to the Roes: Oscar, Clarence, Sam, 
Mable and Oara (Roe) Nelson. 

0. Halver Tesdahl was born at Etne, Norway on 
December 24, 1860. He came to America with his parents 
in .1865. They located on a farm near Huxley, southwest of 
the Palestine Church, where he grew to manhood. He 
married Lea Larson in 1881. On June 4, 1904, 0. Halver 
married Bertha (Roen) Roe. They made their home north of 
Slater, later moving into town. 
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1872 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE 

HONORABLE J. D. MORRISON 

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee, appointed to prepare suitable resolu
tions commemorating the life, character and public services of the late 
Honorable J. D. Morrison of Grundy county, Iowa, begs leave to submit 
the follo,ving report: 

J. D. Morrison was born at Pittsfield, Illinois, on December 4, 1850. 
He received his initial education at a district school near his home. He 
also attended commercial college in Quincy, Illinois. After his graduation 
from that school he moved to Clinton county, Iowa, where he taught school 
for several yea;s. In 1883 he was married to Carrie Atwood and to this 
.union there was born one rlaughter and one son. Mr. Morrison mov~ to 
Reinbeck immediately after his marriage, where he was employed as a 
bookkeeper. Later he entered the insurance and real estate business 
and carried on this work for many years. 

Mr. Morrison lived an active and full life. He was consistently elected 
a delegate to the Republican party's county convention. During Presi
dent Taft's administration be served as postmaster at Reinbeck. He 
was also a member of many organizations, one of which was the Reinbeck 
I. 0 . 0. F. Lodge. 

Mr. Morrison represented Grundy county in the state Legislature dur
ing the Twenty-fifth, Tw~nty-sixth and Twenty-sixth Extra General As
semblies. As a pubUc servant his first thought was always of the sense 
of duty he owed to the people of the surte as a whole rather than to some 
group which was seeking a special advantage for themselves. 

Mr. Morrison passed away March 1, 1939, at the age of eighty-eight 
years. 

Thtwefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Forty
eighth General Assembly, That the state has lost a valued and beloved 
citizen, and the House of Representatives would tender, by this resolution, 
its sincere, heartfelt sympathy to his beloved family in their sorrow. 

Be It Furthe1· Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be spread upon 
the Journal of the House and that the Chief Clerk be directed to forward 
an enrolled copy to the family of the deceased. 

C. W. Ross, 
HEmRY w. BURMA, 
DEAN w. PEJISEN, 

Co•mmittee. · 
Unanimously adopted, April 12, 1939. 

HONORABLE OLEY NELSON 

Mn. SPEAKER: Your committee, appointed to pr epare resolutions com
memorating the life, character, and public services of the Honorable Oley 
Nelson of Story county, begs leave to submit the following memorial : 

Oley Nelson was born in a log cabin in Rock county, Wisconsin, August 
10, 1844, and passed from this life at his home in Slater, Iowa, on April 
15, 1938. His father served in the Civil War and died in service. 
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He enlisted June 17, 1864, in Company D, 49th Wisconsin Volunteer 
Infantry, which was known as the University regiment. He was dis
charged September 16, 1864, after illness rendered him unfit for further 
service. 

In 1867 he came to Iowa in a covered wagon with his mother. For a 
few years he worked in Des Moines and at one time he worked for a con
tractor, hauling material to build the state capitol. He later engaged in 
mercantile a.nd banking business in Slater, always displaying keen inter
est in his community. He represented Story county in the Twenty-first 
and Twenty-second General Assemblies and for four teen years served 
as sergeant-at-arms of the House of Representatives. 

He was a member of the Grand Army of the Republic Post No. 30 at 
Ames, Iowa, for forty years, and was a member of Grenville M. Dodge 
Camp, Sons of Union Veterans for twenty-seven years. He was depart
ment patriotic instructor and in 1927 was elected Department Commander 
of Iowa. ln 1931 he was National Chief of Staff, and was elected senior 
ITice-commander-in-chief the same year. He was elected national com
mander-in-.chief of the Grand Army of the Republic in 1935-the third 
man from Iowa to attain that office. 

While a member of the General Assembly, Mr. Nelson was one of the 
foremost advocates for the establishment of a soldiers home. I t was 
largely through his efforts that one was established at Marshall town, 
Iowa. 

Mr. Nelson was not only a good soldier, a loyal statesman, but he lived 
up to every measure of a real citizen. He contributed to the civic welfare 
of his home town, Slater, Iowa, which place remained his residence until 
the time of his aeath. Though he gained national recognition as National 
Commander of the Grand Army of the Republic he always remained, to 
his neighbors and friends, just plain "Oley "Nelson." 

' A fitting tribute was paid to Mr. Nelson by Ray Murray in the follow
ing lines : 

OLEY NELSON 

"He shall not die!" 
Although I stood beside his bier 
And dropped a tear 
To see the soldier I once knew, 
Still garbed in blue, 
Asleep beneath the flag that" he 
Had fought to keep unstained. and free. 

Asleep he lay, nor knew nor heard 
A single, solitary word 
Of all the praise we offered here 
To one so dear ; 
Just lay asleep, his figh ting done, 
Now mustered out with victory won. 

! • a 

., : 
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The lights are out, 'tap's' echo creeps 
Across God's camp, our soldier sleeps; 
But all the things for which he fought, 
The ideals that he ever sought 
Have been passed on to you and I; 
He's answered Taps, 
But shall not die!" 

Therefore, Be It Resolved, ThaLin the passing of the Honorable Oley 
Nelson, the county of Story and the state of Iowa has lost a valuable 
and honoreq citizen and the House of Reprt!l!entatives of the state oi 
Iowa, Forty-eighth General Assembly, tender, by this resolution, its sin
cere sympathy to the surviving members of his family in their sorrow, and 

Be It Further R esolved, That a copy of this resolution be spread upc-n 
the Journal of the House of Representatives and that the Chief Clerk 
of the House of Representatives, Forty-eighth General Assembly, be 
instructed to send an enrolled copy to the family of the deceased. 

ALBERT STEINBERG, 

JA.J.~ES E. IRWIN, 

E. M. LICHTY, 

Committee. 
Unanimously adopted, April 12, 1939. 

HONORABLE JOHN ORR 

MR. SPEJAKER: Your committee appointed to prepare a resolution com
memorating the life, character and public services of the late Honorable 
John Orr of Keokuk county, begs leave to submit the following: 

John Orr was born February 18, 1850 in County Down, Ireland, and 
died at the home of Mrs. Jennie Garrett in Sigourney, Iowa, April 13, 
1939, at the age of eighty-nine years, one month, and twenty-six days. 
He suffered a stroke of paralysis from which he never rallied. 

In 1870 he came with his parents, brothers, and sisters to America. 
They settled in Rock Island county, Dlinois. Six years later they moved 
to Iowa., and in 1879, came to Keokuk county, locating on a farm near 
Thornburg which was his home for fifty-nine years. 

He was married January 12, 1898, to Anna L. Johnston who preceded 
him in death i~ 1922. A brother, Robert Orr, with whom he was closely 
associated in business, died last December. Surviving are three sisters, 
Mrs. Jane Harding of What Cheer, Mrs. Agnes Dunbar of Cedar Rapids, 
and Mrs. Belle Biglow of Ed,monds, Washington. 

Mr. Orr served as Keokuk county Republican Representative in the 
Iowa Legislature during the Thirty-ninth, Fortieth, and Forty-first 
General Assemblies. He was prominent in Masonic circles and was made 
a Mason in Ireland at the age of nineteen years, and has held a con
tinuous membership in the Order more than seventy years. At the time 
of his death he was a member of the Masonic Lodge and ·o. E. S. at 
Thornburg, Iowa Consistory at Cedar Rapids and Shrine at Davenport. 
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Individual Record 

Individual Record 

Oley NELSON (AFN: 20DT-QK2) 
Sex:M 

Event(s) 
Birth: 19 Aug 1844 

, Clinton Twp., Rock County, Wi 
Death: 15 Apr 1938 

, Slater, Story County, Ia 
Burial: 

Bethlehemcemetry, Slater, Story County, Ia 

Parents 

Marriage(s) 
Spouse: lngeborg Knutsdtr ERSLAND (AFN: 20DT-Q70) 

Marriage: 29 Jan 1869 

Submitter(s) 
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Iowa Cemetery Records - Ancestry .com 

ancest ry 

You searched for Oley Nelson in Iowa 

Name: Olcy Nelson 

Death Date: 1938 

Page •: 248 

Cemetct)': Slater 

Level l nfo: Tombstone Records of Story Q)unty, Jowo(Jnclucive) 

Source lnformu.tion: 
-\n,·e~try.rom.lou:a Cem~.~ten; Records Lrlata~!J(" on·linr). P ltJ\'O, CT. US-\ AnCt""tf').roiT1 
0JM"t1ldon:-. Inc. 2000. 

Ori&inal datil: \\'ark.<:: Proj("('t :\dministration. Grat'ts Registration !•roject \\ ashington. D.C.: n.p., 
n.d 

De"ieription: 
The-se «metef) 1\"corcts rtprts<'nt !'E'\f"Ot~·-six rocmti~ and Grncefand Cemettry of Siou\ City. 
lu"a. in the united Statt>s. thnl wf'l? trnns.cril.X>rl b~ thr \\ork~ Project ,.\dministrntion. Rtrorcfo: in 
this. databast> g.t.~ne-m11~ include tht• pJgt numlkr \\ htrc thl• r«"'rd c:~n lx' found in thco WP:\ inde>.. 
tht> name of th~t dectas('d. binh rlntf, dtath rlntt\ Ag<". ctmt'l<"ry nnnlt. to''" nnmt<. and actdition:al 
comments i( iln)'· l1j11T'1 m<•JY-
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Oley Nelson (1844 - 1938)- Find A Grave Photos 
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U.S. , Civil War Draft Registrations Records, 1863-1865- Ancestry.com 

ancest ry 
You searched for Ole Nelson In Iowa 

Name: Ole Nelson 

Residence: Madison, Winneshiek, Iowa 

Class: 2 

Congressional 3rd 
District: 

Age on 1 July 43 
1863 : 

Race : White 

Place of Birth: Norway 

Source Citation: Nattonal Archtves and Records Admtntstrabon (NARA); Washington, 
D.C. ; Consolidated lists of Ctvd War Draft Reg•strauon Records (Provost Marshal 
General's Bureau, Consolidated Enrollment Usts, 1863·1865); Record Group 
Number· 110; Title Records or the Provost Marshal General's Bureau (Civil War), 
Consolidated Enrollment Usts, 1863- 1865 (Civil War Union Draft Records) , ARC 
ldenbftes . 4213514; Archive Volume Number 3 of 3. 

Source I nformation: 
Ancestry com u.s., Clw/ War Draft Regtstrattons Records, !863·!865 [database on· 
ltne) Provo, lJT, USA· Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010. 
Ong1nal data 

Consoltdaceo Ltsts ofOvJI War Draft Regtstratlons, 1863·1865 NM·65, entry 172, 
620 volumes. Records or the Provost Marshal General's Bureau (Ctvll War), Record 
Group 110. National Archives, Washtngton O.C 

Description: 
This Is a collection or Ctvil War Reglstrat.ons from 1863·1865 There were four drafts 
that Included 776,000 indtvtduals in that t1me. The records conta•n class, 
congressional dlstnct, countYf state, residence, name, age on July 1, 1863, race, 
professron, marrtecl status~ b•rthplace, rormer military service, and remarks ~ 
~ 
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