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Afternoon: Funeral at
Kelley, Yesterday

Reinert Iolland, long time res-
dent of south of Kelley, died last
Saturday afternoon at the age of
76 years. In failing health for
some time, he had been much
vorse of late and the final sum-
mons on Saturday had been an-
ticipated . The children were at

| day h:bm the Bethany church at

' Ser-
© cere-
e im-
June
hride,
ILdwin
Footlee

cin n
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Keiler‘at 2:00 o’clock with his

by’ Prof R.E. ea.u on the piano.
Scripture reading and prayer was
followed by a vocul solo, & Nor-
wegian favorite, “‘Fly Som en
Fugl til Din Klippe,” by Jefery
Richardson  Tho funcra) sermon
followed. In closing the ludies’
quintet sung, "*Abide with Me.”

There were many floral picces
and an unusually large number of
gifts to the missions in his mem-
ory. Durial was made in the
fumnily lot in the Kelley cemetery.

Sprmg Luther League
Convention at Ames
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o color
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The spring convention of  the
itory City eireuit Luther League
will be held ut the Bethesda Luth-
eran chureh at Ames the latter
part of the week—April 22, 23
nnll 24 The eonvention !inmu

CChrist-Controlled Lives ™ and
1§9ur%vlqv~m‘lemtonal.and State

L. Knutson of Lake Mills, Jowa.

The

The  opening sermon o Fruday
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Buried With Military Rites
on Monday — Large Orowd
Attends the Bervices

y Akt

Hon. Oley Nelson, 93, past na-
tional commander 5f the Grand
Army of the -Republie, died at
2:45 o'clock last Friday after-
roon at the home of a daughter,
Mr, and Mrs. Charley Skortman.

Mr. Nelson took sick in Fabru-
ary, when he had two strokes
which affreted his right side, Ile
was making a nice recovery when
he suffered a relapse on the 8th.
From then on he gradually failed
till Friday afternson, when he
passed away . Ile had been given
CVery care, h\.o of his daughters,
Iieatrice and Mrs. Skortman, be-
ing almost constantly at his side.

Funrral services were held last
Monday afternoon from the home
and the Dethlehem ehureh, where
le had worshipped during  his
lomge residence in Slater.  They
were in charge of his pastor,
hev. E. R. Rorem, who was as-
sisted by Dr. Frederick Weertz
«f the St. John's Lutheran
chureh, Des Moines. Rev. Rorem
tnok as his text, “Seek Yo First
the Kingdom of God."" In the
course  of his talk le wove a
beautiful  wreath in memory of
the deceased, n close friend. Dr.
Weertz, at whose church Mr.
Nelson had  often worshipped
while in Des Moines, spake on the
text, ““*As For Me and My Ilouse,
Wa Will Serve the Lord.'  Ifs,
too, paid a beautiful, fitting
‘ribute to the long, nseful life

Holland.  finaneial seeretary of
St Oaf collewse, spoke in hehalf of
the United ehinreh and 8t Olaf
college. e also added a fine
Irilnats,

The singing ineluded twao vocal
solos by Donald Deterson, *‘In
tie Garden™ and ' Somewhere a
Voice Is  Calling'  The Riis
quartet  sany  three  numbers,
“The Old Rugeed Cross.' *“No
Nieht  There™ el " Beantiful
Lamd," Mres, Ruth Fauseh pre-
stided at the arean.

One of the  very  impeessive
parts of the serviees took ]'|i|.1'l'
when the vivil war veterans pres-
n!, five of e, pathered around

Oley Nelson, Slater’s Grand
Old Man, Died Last Friday

the open casket for the G. A. R.
rites , Dr, Overton Mennett of
L.os Angeles, Calif., national com-
mander, served as chaplain. Te
also sang two solos. Judge Wil-
lett, 93, of Tama, Towa, assisted,
as did also Comrade Noll, 93, of
Grinnell, who read the final words,
“Taps are sounded, lights are
vut; the soldier sleeps."

There were many floral trib-
utes, probably the largest num-
ber ever in Slater.  They, with
the large American flags and the
flag draped casket made a very
unpressive setting, fitting to every
detail.  In addition to the flow-
crs there were many gifts to the
missions in his memory, coming
from relatives and friends, far
andd near. Loeally there were
contributions  from the Ladies’
Aud, the anxiliary and the Doreas
Cirele of the Bethlehem chureh,
as well as the business men, Mes-
sares and telerrams eame from
many paints, hearing words  of
svmpathy and cheer,

Mrs. R. G. Nott had the ar-
rangements in charge, as well as
the flowers. She was ably assist-
ed by Legion members and mem-
bers of the Legion auxiliary.

Iturial took place in the Bethle-
liem cemstery, beside his wife
and his mother. A military guard
of honor, twentv-three af them,
stood before the grave and fired
i three-volloy salute, after which
taps were sounded. Sons of vet-
erans acted as pallbearers.

The crowd was the largest ever
to attend u funeral at Slater. The

?‘

eV WP i
taken in the basement, leaving
the woverflow to seek places of
awdvintaze on tha lawn.  The
unumber probably totalled 1,100
or more.  The loud speaker sys-
tem muule it possible for every-
hedly 1o hear the serviees, no
mutter where they sat.  Mr. IMTat-
tery,  chief of the road patrol,
wis here to direet the traffie, e
bronehit with him two other road
patral officers ad they eared for
this wark mithout a hiteh.
Amone thess present were
ov. Nelson Krasehel. Adj. Gen.
Charles Greahl, W, 17 Hathaway
ond many others from Des Moines
(Continued on Laat Page)
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OLEY NELSON

Representative Twenty-first and Twenty-sceond lowa
Genernl Assemblies, 1886-1888

President lowa Pioneer Lawmakers Association
1919-1920

State Communder lowa Department G, A, R,
1927-1928

Nativnal Grand Commander G. A. R.

1035-1934

OLEY NELSON—AN UNFORGETTABLE
CHARACTER

By JoHN P. HERRICK

One of the unforgettable characters I have met in the
past decade was the late Oley Nelson of Slater, lowa, one
of the friendliest men I have ever known. Traveling to-
gether on a transcontinental train we found we had
mutual friends in Iowa. One of them was my father-in-
law, the late Lafayette Young, with whom he had szrved
in the Jowa Assembly. They had been friends for fifty
years. Oley Nelson was on his way to his lowa home
from an official visit to the few remaining Grand Army
posts throughout the country, a circle trip of more than
6,000 miles. Some of the posts had only three members.
Oley Nelson was then Commander-in-Chief of the Grand
Army of the Republic and 91 years young; he did not
appear to be a day over 70.

The story of Oley Nelson’s life is worth telling to the
youth and grownups of today. His father was a farmer
in far-off Norway, his mother a village school teacher.
When the young farmer proposed, the teacher said: “I
will marry you on one condition—that we go to that
great, free country of America, where the children, with
whom we hope to be blessed, will have the best chance to
succeed in life.” Oley’s father loved the homeland dearly,
but he loved the blue-eyed, flaxen-haired school mistress
more. So they were married in 1843, and the following
spring embarked for America, a voyage of seven long
weeks on a sailing vessel. They landed at Castle Gar-
den, in New York, thence up the Hudson to Albany by
boat. From Albany to Buffalo they traveled on an Erie
canal packet, speed less than three miles per hour, furn-
ishing their own bedding. It surprised them to learn
that the western terminus of the canal was 500 feet
higher than Albany. Frorg Buffalo, they voyaged up
the Great Lakes on a paddle-wheel steamer, and disem-
barked at the bustling little frontier settlement of Mil-
waukee. The 1840 census gave Milwaukee 1,712 popula-
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tion; Buffalo, 4,470, and the great port city of New
York, 391,114.

A drive of 90 miles west from Milwaukee in a covered
wagon, brought them to a log house in Primrose, Dane
county, Wisconsin, that Norwegian friends had ready
for them. The day after they arrived in Primrose, Oley
was born.! He just missed being born in a covered
wagon,

When the Civil War began, Oley’s father enlisted in
the Union army. Oley, then seventeen, wanted to go
along, but his mother insisted he was needed on the
farm. The father died in 1862, while enroute home from
the army on sick leave. When Oley was twenty, his
mother agreed to his enlistment, and he joined the Wis-
consin University Regiment, so called because every one
of the thousand members was under twenty-one.

Two years after Oley came home from the war, a
visitor to Primrose told them that the soil was richer,
and corn grew taller in Jowa than in Wisconsin. The
farm was sold, and Oley and his widowed mother loaded
the househkold furniture in a covered wagon, and in com-
pany with two neighbors, trekked to Iowa, where Oley
Nelson helped found the towns of Sheldahl and Slater.

In his time, Oley Nelson was a successful farmer and
merchant; president of a bank; president of a Norwegian
college; served two terms in the Jowa General Assembly;
president of the Pioneer Lawmakers Association of
Iowa; many terms as sergeant-at-arms of the Iowa
Assembly ; was one of the twelve organizers of the United
Norwegian Lutheran Church; State Commander of the
Iowa department of the Grand Army, and rounded out
his career as Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army
of the Republiec.

In his Iowa home in Story county, Oley Nelson reared
a family of seven children, and knew and loved eighteen
grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren. “Life has

10'ey Nelson was born August 10, 1844, Although at the outbreak of the Civil
war he organized a company of Wisconsin men to fight in that struogge, in his
several enlistments he was mustered in the forces of three states, Wisconsin,
Illinois and Jowa.
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been good to me,” he said in parting, “and my only un-
fulfilled wish is to at last sleep under Iowa sod.”

Oley Nelson, the son of Norwegian immigrants, was
an institution in Jowa. When he died April 15, 1938, at
his home at Slater, at the age of 93, the daily newspapers
of the state blazed his name across the front pages in
tall, black type, and devoted much space to the inspiring
story of his life. Thousands mourned the passing of the
erect, slender little man, with snow-white moustache and
goatee, keen sense of humor, and blue eyes that smiled
and twinkled when he greeted friend or stranger.

OLEY NELSON’S LIFE INCIDENTS

(An extemporaneous talk by Former Representative Oley Nelson
of Slater, Iowa, upon being called on for remarks at a meeting
of the Pioneer Lawmakers Association of Iowa, held at the
Historical building at Des Moines, on March 17, 1921, from a
stenographic report of proceedings.)

Mgr. NELsoN: I fully agree'with what has been said in com-
mendation of those great Iowa men who have been mentioned,
men who during their life time helped make Iowa what it is
today. In answering your request for reminiscences of my own
life, I can only say that it has been more uneventful. Probably,
as a starter, I was fortunate in getting started with one of the
best women to hold up my hands and work with me in the com-
mon tasks of our life.

I was born and raised in Wisconsin. I have a picture of the
log house in which I was born. I claim to be what you might call
a thoroughhred. I don't know whether that explains what I
mean—but both my father and mother came from Norway to
this country in 1840. My father voted the Whig ticket up to the
time of 1849 or 1850, when the Republican party was organized.
He voted for Lincoln, of course, and the Republican party was
his political choice. When the war broke out in 1861, and there
was a call for 75,000 three-months men, father wanted to enlist,
although he was past forty years of age. Then when the call
was made for three-year men he did enlist and died while in the
service; and when father died in the army I enlisted and took
his place.

After the close of the Civil war I came to Towa. I landed up
close to where Slater is today, with my mother, a war widow.
The grasshoppers came on and we didn't have the wherewith to
pay for everything that we had gone in debt for; so I came down
to Des Moines to work for S. A. Robertson, a contractor. The
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job he gave me was to haul brick on this very street from around
the capitol. The old capitol building was trying to fall down,
and when I hauled the brick from around this beautiful capitol
square, little did I think then as a boy, that later I should be
added to those entitled to a seat in that capitol building.

As a baby, almost, I entered into politics, and there is THE MAN
(pointing to the imposing painting of Hon. John A. Kasson)—
John A. Kasson who gave me the incentive to enter public life.
My work had been more along church lines. I was still working
here for S. A. Robertson—and I had a team of large horses—
and one day I had a load of 1,000 brick which I hauled to Mr.
Kasson’s place to use in fixing up his cistern. 1 drove my team
into his yard, but it was slippery and I could not get my team
to pull the load up to the cistern, so commenced to unload my
brick. John A. Kasson came out and looked at me. He saw that
I had on a soldier’s old blouse, and a soldier’s button and blue
overalls. He asked me how many loads did my employer exact
of me for a day, and I told him four loads. “Well,” he said,
“young man, you can't carry 4,000 of them over here from where
you are unloading,” and he took off his coat—I told him how to
carry the brick, and together we carried two-thirds of them over.

Mr. Kasson was then running for congress in this district,
and one day he came down to see me, and he said: “I understand,
Mr. Nelson, you can speak the Norwegian, Swedish and Danish
languages as well as English.” I told him that I could. Then
he asked: “Will you go up into Story county and the northern
sections of this district and talk with the voters and get them
to vote for John A. Kasson, and have them send down a delega-
tion for John A. Kasson and against Palmer.” 1 told him that I
would gladly do so. I went up there, and what do you think
was my political speech? My political appeal to those voters
was that a man who would help a poor soldier in working for
his bread to pay his way and keep the wolf from his door, and a
widowed mother helping that poor boy to be what he is today,
is surely worthy to go to congress. So I got that whole delega-
tion to go to the county conventions for John A. Kasson.

Pardon me for mentioning these things, but in the soldier's
life there are things perhaps too sympathetic for me to talk
about. However, there is one thing that I will venture to mention
to you old Pioneers. I was delegated to take out a detail of
twenty men and got as far as Holly Springs, and when we came
to Holly Springs the railroad tracks and bridges were torn up.
I detoured my men and told them they were permitted to go
around Holly Springs. I sauntered up to Holly Springs and one
of the first men I saw was one in a rocking chair on a porch.
He saw me coming along and beckoned to me, and I went up
to where he was sitting. He said: “Young man, where are you
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from?” I told him “from Wisconsin.” *“Ah,” said he, "Irolﬁ
Wisconsin. Are there many soldiers from Wisconsin?” 1 r§
plied “I don’t know how many are in the service now, but theff
had enlisted over 50,000.” He said: “Not 50,000?” In the mear2
time, I happened to tell him that I had lost a good father t,é‘
preserve this Union, and then I told him that I was a Scang
dinavian, and he commenced to scratch his head. “Well,” he saysg
“a Norwegian—Norway, that country a way up where the sug
never sets. Do you talk Norwegian?” “Yes,” I replied. “Cawg
you read and write?” he asked. “Yes,” I replied. “Talk Swed>
ish?” “Yes,” I again responded. “And English as well as £
hear?” “Yes,” I answered. Then he said: “I will tell you some®
thing, my young man. I was a member of the Mississippi legisg
lature. We voted to secede, and when we voted to secede, w'§
made an argument something like this: That we in the southlan

could muster enough soldiers to lick all the Yanks east of th;q,_,
Rocky mountains, but the Mississippi valley, Ohio, Indiana, WisS
consin, Minnesota and lowa have Swedes, Norwegians, Danesg
Germans and others speaking four or five different languapeé
and we didn’t suppose they were as patriotic as we believed th%}%
were that speak the English language, and if we are to fight a

the English, Germans, Norwegians, Danes, Swedes, Scotch aneg
Irish that live in those territories, we are lost.” g

I had a real fat idea when I was in the legislature. I though
I was going to have a great record, and I introduced a bill fo&
what we now call in Jowa a “General Drainage Law.” It was a]:E
early bill on that subject, and they made a lot of sport and furs
over Nelson of Story county because of his drainage bill. The@®
called it the “tile drainage of Muskrat creek,” a Skunk rive®
branch, and Mr. Nelson not quite rightly balanced in mtroducm%—
a bill for general drainage.

I had another bill which I introduced in the legislature, No. 99
that passed the house, that would give every pupil in a distric§
a text book. It passed the house, but I lost the bill in the senated
It was the first bill seeking to secure a law whereby a poor chil
could go to the district school—whereby a poor man’s son cou]dg
get his education—but I was too early. I had another little hilr_;!;'
which I thought was all right. It was a bill proposing the res
duction of interest from ten percent to eight percent. 4

Now, this is merely reminiscent. Pardon me for consumin
this valuable time. I am really glad to be here. I have mef
many times with the Pioneer Lawmakers and now happy that E
have had the opportunity of addressing you.

Source: lowa Territorial a
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From Goodspeed, 1890, p. 390-392 - Hon. Oley Nelson, an old settler of Story County, needs
no introduction to the readers of the present volume. That the following brief sketch of his
eventful and honorable life is afforded a place just here, will be a matter of much interest to the
many who have come to know him so intimately, and felt the helpful influence of his wide and
generous acquaintance. Like a number of America's representative men of to-day, he comes
of foreign parentage, though himself a native of Wisconsin, born-August 10, 1845. His father
was Nelson Oleson Evensrude, of Numedahl, Norway. He married Miss Aase
Credstensdatter, of Numedahl, Norway. Ole obtained his early education in log school-
houses, supplemented first by an attendance at the common district schools, and later at a
commercial college in Madison, Wis., where he graduated in mathematics and book-keeping.
His father was warmly attached to his adopted county, and in the time of her peril and under
Lincoln's second call for full service volunteers, he shouldered his musket, and in August,
1861, entered the United States army, becoming a member of the famous Eagle Regiment,
Eight Wisconsin Volunteers. Among the battles in which he particpated were Belmont, Island
No. 10, Iron Mountain, Fort Donelson and Corinth, at the latter of which he received a furlough
and started home. But, alas, for human hopes. Sickness overcame him, and he laid down his
life for the cause he loved so well, his remains being interred at Keokuk, lowa. Oley,
strenghtened by a sense of the obligation resting upon him, became a member of Company D,
Fortieth Wisconsin Infantry Volunteers, being mustered into service at Madison, April, 1864,
and assigned to the Western Division. His army duties led him to Memphis, Holly Springs and
Jackson, he participating in the last capture of the first named city. He was mustered out at
Madison in the fall of 1864. At the age of twenty-one years Mr. Nelson entered with vigor upon
life's field of action. Having had an inclination to seek a home in the oft-heard-of west, his
mother and himself, in a prairie schooner, started from the old home in Dane County, Wis.,
and settled in Polk County, lowa, just across the line from Story. To-day he stands at the head
of the general mercantile interests of this section; he is also a heavy grain dealer. Educational
matters have always found in him a stanch supporter. Mr. Nelson's estimable wife was
formerly Miss Lizzie Ersland, who was born near the anciety city of Bergen, Norway, July 7,
1850. She was educated, however, in the common schools of lowa, and the Lutheran
parachial schools, and is a lady of intellectual worth and culture. This happy union has been
blessed by the presence of four sons and five daughters. The eldest is George E. (aged
nineteen), Elsie C., Carrie N. These three children are graduates of the Lutheran parachial
schools. The remaining children are Anna G., Belle O., Kiimte A (now deceased), Amos K.
(also deceased), Mattie (aged four years), and Elmer Oley (the youngest in the family). Nr.
Nelson in his political references has always been a Republican, active and decided in the
arena of political life, though never an office-seeker. His first presidential vote was cast for
Lincoln during his second term. He has responded on several occasions to the wishes of his
fellow-citizens and served in official capacities of a local nature, and in 1885 was chosen by
acclamation to represent Story County in the State Legislature. The best comment upon the
two years of his service from 1885 to 1887 is that at the expiration of his term he was made his
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own successor. He prosecuted with vigor and persistency the passage of numerous bills of
immense value to the people, among them those referring to "Tile Drainage in General" and
"Across Public Highways and the Right of Railroads," also Partiition Fences Between Individual
Land-owners," etc. The most important measure introduced was that lessening the cost of text
books, and optional uniformity in the general use of texts books throughout the State, which, in
honor to him, was made a private bill, and defeated the two extremes, State publication and
the committe plan, or the district purchase plan. This bill passed the House by an
overwhelming majority, but was defeated in the Senate. All other bills advocated by him are,
however, upon the statute books of the State. Mr. Nelson has been present at every State
convention held in lowa since his residence here. He and his wife are devout members and
consistent workers in the United Lutheran Church, and were among the organizers of
Bethlehem congregation, then belonging to the Conference Synod. They take great interest in
the Sunday-school connected with the church, and are worthy contributors to all benevolent
institutions. He has been a member of the board of trustees, has often filled the position of
delegate to the yearly conference, and served in other capacaties. To sum up all in a word,
Mr. Nelson is a man who has risen to his present position of esteem through his own efforts,
valuing the worth of honor and friendship because gained through his honorable channels, and
while respected and beloved for his many cardinal virtues, it is but the truth to say that these
tokens have come to him because they were justly deserved.

From the Slater Newspaper, January or February, 1917 - (Note: It is presumed this obituary is
from the Slater newspaper. It was found in Oley Nelson’s NAHA file along with another,
shorter obituary for her that was from the Slater newspaper and which said a more detailed
obituary would be published the following week.)

Ingeborg Nelson, the subject of this sketch, first saw the light of day among the beautiful fjords
of Norway, being born in Skaanevig, on the 7th day of July, 1850, her parents being Knute and
Carrie Ersland. While Ingeborg was yet a mere child her parents bade adieu to friends and
native land and embarked for American, the land of possibilities, there to make their home
among new and untried surroundings. The journey hither was one of those long, uneventful
voyages that marked the major trips across the Atlantic those days and the little family reached
Lisbon, lll., their destination, in safety in the spring of 1854. Their stay at Lisbon was brief.
The spirit of adventure beckoned them further west and it soon became too strong to be
resisted and the following year a little band was organized for the westward movement. The
Erslands were members of the colony, the first to settle in Story county. The colony’s first
chapter had a sad page, that of the deah of Mrs. Ersland, mother of Ingeborg, who was the
first grownup person to be called away from the little band. Kind hands ministered to the
needs of the bereft children and all were cared for and Ingeborg grew up among them to
womanhood.

On the 29th of Ja@. 1869, she was united in marriage to Mr. Oley Nelson, a promising
young man full of hope and ambition and with a world of perserverance and confidence that
spelled success. They ever lived happy together and were the proud parents of a large, highly
respected family, ten in all, of whom eight survive her. They are Mr. George of Silverton,
Oregon; Mrs. C. E. Larson of Minneapolis, Minn.; Mrs. Gustaf Prestegard of Lincoln, Nebr;
Mrs. Chas. Skortman and Mrs. Tom Rawson of Slater; EImer of Des Moines, Mrs. Eimer Fardal
of Stanhope and Miss Beatrice of Slater, all of whom were present at the funeral. Two boys,
Abraham and Knute, died in infancy.
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Mrs. Nelson’s health had been failing a short time previous to her operation which was
performed on the 18th of December, 1916, as a last resort. She came through the operation
very nicely and was ready to come home on Sunday, January 7th. On the Saturday previous
she suffered from an unexpected relapse and passed away the next morning, the 8th, at an
age of over sixty-six years.

Funeral took place Friday, January 12, 1917, at the Bethlehem church, it being in charge of
her pastor, Rev. Peterson. Present were also Rev. Holman of Chicago, Rev. Holm of Eagle
Grove, Rev. Brenne of Stanhope, Rev. Birkelo of Huxley and Rev. Wee of Slater. Aside from
the eight children, she is mourned by a devoted husband and two brothers, Anfin Ersland of
Cambridge and A. K. Ersland of Buhl, Idaho, who with all the children and the following sons-
in-law, Elmer Fardal of Stanhope, Gustaf Prestegard of Lincoln and T. W. Rawon and Chas.
Skortman of Slater, were present at the funeral.

All who knew Mrs. Nelson will remember her as the kindest of women. She had a big heart
and it always beat warmly for those in trouble, sickness or sorrow-and she was always
solicitous for their welfare. She loved home and home surroundings and loved the (missing
text) that homelife brought. She was likewise endeared to church work and could always be
depended upon to do her share and more, no matter what the cause might be, in a financial
way or with personal work. Doing her best never satisfied--she wanted to do more. In her
death the community has been deprived of one of its most beloved and highly esteemed
women, one who was eminently successful in her efforts to make the world better and whose
memory will long be revered by all who knew her.

The floral tribues were many and very beautiful, among them being a large cross from the
United Church, a big wreath from the board of trustees of the United Church, and a large,
standing harp from Mr. and Mrs. A. Ersland. Beautiful pieces also came from the following:
Andrew Nelson, Mr. and Mrs. Seward Nelson, Mr. and Mrs. O. N. Nelson, Mrs. Carrie Kalsem,
Mr. and Mrs. O. J. Kalsem, Mr. and Mrs. K. E. Nelson, Mr. A. C. Nelson, Mr. and Mrs. M. J.
Nelson, Mrs. Martha Weeks, Mr. and Mrs. K. B. Thompson, Mr. and Mrs. Cyrus Highland, Mr.
and Mrs. C. Highland, Mr. and Mrs. T. Mason, Mr. and Mrs. John Skein of Ft. Dodge, Mr. and
Mrs. Hans Fardal of Stanhope, Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Walker, Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Peterson, Mr. and
Mrs. C. M. Mason of Cambridge, Bethlehem Ladies Aid Society, Seventh Grade Pupils of the
Slater Schools, The Slater School Faculty, Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Larson, The Embroidery Club,
Mrs. Thomas Shaw, Thompson, lowa; Mr. and Mrs. H. O. Hendrickson and Will and Helen
Bates of Ames, Mr. and Mrs. T. C. Peterman of Perry, Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Fread of Des
Moines, Mr. and Mrs. Jones and Mr. and Mrs. Lorenze of Des Moines, Mr. and Mrs. Donhow of
Story City and a big Rug of Roses from the family and Rev. Holman and Prof. Undum.

The pall bearers were Seward Nelson, Andy Nelson, Knute apland, Axel Mason, Carl Ersland
and M. M. Mason.

From The Roland Record, Thursday, November 17, 1921 - Hon. Oley Nelson of Slater appeard
on the program at a meeting of the Luther League of Salems church Sunday evening. Mr.
Nelson gave an instrugtive and interesting address on the subject "The Early Immigration, of
the Norseman, his loy /ﬂy to his church, his adopted country and his sacrifices." Mr. Nelson
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commenced his discourse by giving a brief history of Norway and its people and continued with
the trials and tribulations of the early immigrants to this country. He recited several personal
experiences that he encountered in his service in the Civil war and portrayed the important part
the Norwegians played in that conflict. In his closing Mr. Nelson dwelt for a time on the history
of the Norwegian Lutheran church up to the present time. Whlle in our cﬂy Mr. Nelson was a
guest at the home of Mr. and Mrs. O. M. Grove. - .. _ -

From The Cambridge Leader, Thursday, April 21, 1938 - Funeral services for Oley Nelson,
aged 93, who died at the home of his daughter, Mrs. Anna Skortman at Slater Friday, were
held Monday afternoon at 2 o'clock at the Bethlehem church at Slater, the Rev. Rorem of
Slater and Rev. Wertz of Des Moines in charge. Special services were also conducted by
National Commander Mennet of the G. A. R. He was buried with full military honors in the
Slater cemetery.

Oley Nelson was born in Clinton, Wis. Aug. 10, 1844 and enlisted in Co. D. 40th Wisconsin
Regiment in the spring of 1864, shortly after the death of father in the service. He was
honorably discharged from the army and came to Story county with his mother in a covered
wagon in 1867. He engaged in the mercantile business in Sheldahl and later moved to the
new town of Slater where he was the principal merchant for many years.

He was elected and served two terms in the lowa legislature. He served as State and also
National Commander of the G. A. R. and was very prominent. He was the oldest man who has
had the honor of serving as sergeant of arms of the lowa Legistlature for 9 years.

He was married to Miss Lizzie Ersland in 1869 and 10 children were born to them. His wife
died several years ago. The surviving children are: Mrs. Chas. Shortman, Mrs. Tom Rawson
and Beatrice Nelson of Slater, George of Portland, Ore., Eimer and Mrs. Elsie Larson of Des
Moines and Mrs. Mattie Fardal of Webster City.

A large number from Cambridge and vicinity were among the 1,000 people that attended the
funeral.
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Information received through email:

Subj: Ingeborg (Ersland) Nelson
Date: 01/21/98
To:  tlewis1132@juno.com

Delores,

Visited the NAHA archives recently and one of the things | found was an obit for Oley Nelson's
wife, Ingeborg. Will be glad to send it to you if you do not have it.

Arlen

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



Subj:  Ingeborg Nelson

Date: 98-01-26 12:10:47 EST

From: tlewis1132@juno.com (TRUMAN L LEWIS)
To: artwedt@dmacc.cc.ia.us

I do have a lengthy obit of Mrs. Oley (Ingeborg) Nelson so | won't need another. Thanks for
thinking of me. Delores :

Subj: Oley Nelson

Date: 98-05-24 16:54:47 EDT

From: rlarson1@isd.net (R B Larson)
To:  atwedt@aol.com

| have a photo from Slater, lowa dated 1903 of Mr. & Mrs. Oley Nelson. She
may be Anna Nelson, born 16 Apr. 1840 in Hafslo, Sogn og Fjordane, Norway.
She married in Hafslo to Ole Nelson. Ole born 3 Dec. 1836, also likely in
Hafslo. They were married in Hafslo and had a daughter, Christine, also

born in Hafslo on 29 Aug. 1863. They emigrated in 1865 and settled on a

farm in Nunda Township, Freeborn County, Minnesota. They were alive in 1875
but "disappeared".

Thanks

Bruce Larson

Subj: Re: Oley Nelson
Date: 05/25/98
To:  rlarson1@isd.net

Bruce,
Thanks for the information about the photo of Oley Nelson. There was an Oley Nelson in
Slater, but | am not sure it is the same one you referred to in your message. | am including

what information | have about Oley Nelson and you can see what you think.

Arlen Twedt
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| f OLEY NELSON

Oley Nelson was a native of
Rock county, Wisconsin, where
he was born on August 11, 1845,
the son of Nels and Aasa Olson
Evensrue, natives of Rollag, Nu-
medal, Norway, who emigrated
to Ameriea in 1843, After a few
years the family moved to Prim.
rose, Dane county, same state,
where the father entersd on 160
acres of land. It was here where
Oley grew to young manhood and
received his education, attending
college at Madison.

The civil war having broken
out, the slder Nelson enlisted in
the Eighth Wisconsin volunteer
infantry in August, 1861, After
hoving taken part in many en-
gagements he took sick and died
at Keokok, Iowa, while un his
way home,

The son, who had b=en helping
with the work on the farm, de-
sired to take his father’s place
and at the age of 17 we find him
tnlisting in the Fortieth Wiscon-
sin infantry in 1864. He assisted
in the capture of Memphis. While

“stationed at Iloly Springs, Miss.,
he took sick and was sent home
on a furlough . e received his
honorable discharge 1n 1864,

In the spring of 1867 Mr. Nel-
son and his mother decided to
move to lowa. Disposing of their
equity in their farm, they took
their belongings and migratsd to
Towa in a prairie schaoner. They
plaked out an eighty acre home-
stead in Polk county, two miles
south from what is now Sheldahl,
They built a small home, hauling

the material from Polk City. In

ticn. While the outlook was very
discouraging they tried it an-
othsr year, but were farced to
quit and moved to Des Moines,
where Oley got a job as a team-
ster, hauling brick. It was in the
full of thix year, 1869, that he got
his first introduetion to mercan-
tile business, heing employed hy
Lnoe & Mahannal. ITe conduet.
ed a "' Farmers' [lome'" boarding
L.ouse in connection.

In 1873 Ilubbell & Polk inter.
ested him in going to Sheldahl
ond hslp lay out the town, which
he did. It resulted in his build-
ing a big store as well as a home.
1e developed a big business, huy-
ing grain in connsction.  Then
came the moving of Sheldahl to
Slater* in 1887,

In Slater, Mr, Nelson built an-
cther lorge store as well us a
commodious home. He enjoyed
an ever increasing business and
wa# behind every worthy move—
Soureeztowa terrferimizand8dta
bank and other projects. 1lis in-
terest in Slater never ceased—naot

Army of the Republic from the
time of its inception and served
it in many eapacities from state
commander to that of county
chairman. The crowning event of
liis long career was his election as
national commander for the year
1936-37, It was the greatest hon-
or that his comrades conld give
him, anid he deserved it., Al-
though over 00 vears, he was very
wetive  and made a great com-
mander—the most popular one in
years. He traveled from coast to
const, visited many  states
und made several trips to Wash-
ington, D. C., on important legis-
lative matters . During one of
his visits there he was received
hy President Roosevelt and had
an interssting visit with our chief
exceutive.  In addition te |his
many G. A. Il activities lie served
on the gavernor's staff for sever-
al years and was sergeant-at-arms
in the general assembly for four-
teen years, As such ha was the

Lizzie Ersland of Cambrides was
solemnized in December, 1869, To
this union ten children were
horn, of whom seven survive him.
They are Georae of Portland,
Oregon; Elsie Larson, Elmer and
Heatrice af  Des  Moines, Mrs,
Anna Skortman and Mrs.  Belle
Rawson of Skiter and Mres. Mat-
tie Fardal of Webster City,

Mr, Nelson was termed *'3lat-
er's Urand Ol Man, " and right-
Wosoas hiis interest in the town
and the eommunity never
i'rl‘ll
Foumed o, sl his passing on s a
the
Yester-
aay he owas with os; today he iy
his

wilv.
from the time he helped
distinet biss 1o the town,
vhureh aml e sehools,
gone, We stap 1o revers
rieniary,

WIHO WILL TELL TITE STORY
(Compiled by Oley Nelson)

When the ‘comrudes have departed,
When the yeterans are no more;
When the bugls cull is sound
cgislators Golfactiop ensn.p_lféid by v
When life's weary march is endei,
When the eampfires slumber long;

even after his retirement.

Who will tell the world the story
LTI [TPOR- B P -

cldest man ever to be employed |,
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r. Nelson's marriage to Miss

comes the Bride of
Marvin Thompson

A pretty home wedding too
place last Saturday evenin
April 16th, at the home of Mry
and  Mrs, Thomas Weeks, when
their danghter, Miss Ruby, b#
came the bride of Marvin Thomp
son of Willinms, lowa, the son
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Thompso
of Slater.

Promptly at six o’clock Mk
Joseph Thompson of Hubbardg
lowa, played lohengrin's W
ding March as the bridal par
took their places before the 26
window in the living room. Poag
ceding the ceremony Mise TR
thy Weeks, a sister of the -L-'_.' -
sbly 1 Love You Truly.'’s S8

i [, e Dri0e & sy
- ]

A

- 4 of
read the Lutheran marriage ser-
viee, using the single ring cere-
riony in the presence of the im-
mediate relutives, Miss  June
Werks, a sister of the bhride,
served as bridesmaid and Edwin
“hompson, a hrother of the
groom, as best*mun,

The bride was charming in a
of copenhngen blue silk
erepe and wore a corsage of gur-
denins,

The bridesmaid wore navy hlue
with rose trimming aml a vorsage
of purdenias,

Immedjately after  the
mony a two-eourse wedding din-

LOW1

[0

mer was served in the dinings room
Ly  luzel Estrem and  Dorothy
Weeks., A lurge wedding eaks,
heantifully decorated, served us a
centerpicee, far the hridal tahis,
The  menu and the decorationg
earried out a pink nnd white color
seheme. The gaests ineluded near
relntives, the immediate members

Intbersiandstafiat the State Hist

Ruby Weeks Be- \

e
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#lv:arse of late and the final

Death of Rei-
nert Holland

Passed Away Last Saturday
Afternoon: Funeral at
Kelley, Yesterday

Reinart Ilolland, long time res.
ident of south of Kelley, died last
Saturday afternoon at the age of
76 years. In failing health for
some time, he had been much
simn-
mons on Saturday had heen an-
ticipated . The children were at
bis hadside.

#17- Funeral rites were held yester-

day frpm the Bethany church at

Kelleg-at 2:00 o’clock with his

or, Rev. Rorem, in charge,
2

}
R
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by Prof. R. E. Deao on the piano,
Seripture reading and prayer was
followed by a vocal solo, a Nor-
wegian favorite, “Fly Som en
Fugl til Din Klippe,” by Jeffery
Richarlson The funeral sermon
followed, In closing the ladies’
quintet sang, "'Abide with Me.”
There were many floral pieces
and sn unusually large number of
gifta to the missions in his mem-
ory, DBurial was made in the
fumily lot in the Kelley cemetery,
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Spring Luther League
Convention at Ames

The spring” convention of  the
Story City eirenit Luther League
will be held at the Bethesda Luth-
eran chureh ot Ames the latter
amd 24, The convention theme
s Cheist-Conteolled Lives, " and
the cgnvention  speglor, Rews T
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e CAPLUTE QL aavinpilis, v e
tioned at Iloly Springs, Miss,,
~ took sick and was sent home
on a8 furlough . IIs received his
honorable discharge mn 1864,

In the spring of 1867 Mr., Nel-
son and his mother decided to
move to lowa. Disposing of their
equity in their farm, they took
their belongings and migrated to
Towa in a prairie schooner. They
piaked out an eighty acre home-
stead in Polk county, two miles
south from what is now Sheldahl.
They built & small home, hauling

the material from Polk City. In
1T 883 h GDIors
] TYLHIHY gretn I ‘i"_'
ticn. While the outlook wes very
discouraging they tried it an-
other year, but were forced to
quit and moved to Des Moines,
where Oley got a job as a team-
ster, hauling brick. It was in the
fall of this year, 1869, that he got
his first introduction to mercan-
tile business, haing employed by
Lmoe & Mahannah, Ile conduct-
ed a "‘Farmers’ Ilome'’ boarding
Louse in connection.

In 1873 ITubbell & Polk inter-
ested him in going to Sheldahl
and help lay out the town, which
he did. It resulted in his build-
ing a big store as well as a home.
He developed a big business, buy-
ing grain in connection. Then
came the moving of Sheldahl to
Slater' in 1887,

In Slater, Mr. Nelson built an-
cther large store as well as a
commodious home. He enjoyed
an ever increasing business and
was behind every worthy move—
organized the Farmers Savings
bank and other projects. His in-
terest in Slater never ceased—not
even after his ratirement,

He was always interested in
state and national matters. This
interest was early attested in his
slection to the gencral assembly
in 1882 and 1884—two terms. Ie
waos also a delegate to the nation-
al convention which nominated
Blaine for president, While at
Sheldahl he served as postmaster
for gix years.

From early childhood he had
been trained in the tenets of the
Christian religion, his mother ba-
ing an earnest, sincere Christian
woman, Ile was very active in
chnrech  matters and identified
himself with the United Lutheran
chureh of America. For years he
took a leading part in its actisi-
ties and was honored with many
positions of trust and honor.
Chief of these wad hiy member-
ship on the board of dirsctors of
St. Olaf college and vice presi-
dent on the board of the United

church. '

He was a mamber of the Grand

mander—the most popular one in
years. Ile traveled from coast to
const, visitedd  many  states
und made several trips to Wash-
ington, D, C., sn important legis-
lative matters . During one of
his visits there he was received
by President Roosevelt and had
an interesting visit with our chief
exceutive,  In addition te his
many G, A, R, activities he served
on the gavernor's staff for sever-
al years and was serg=ant-at-arms
in the general assembly for four-
teen years. As such he was the
cldest man ever to be employed
g b

tad

elson’s marriage to Miss
Lizzie Ersland of Cambridgs was
salemnized in December, 1869, To
this union ten children were
born, of whom seven survive him.
They ars George of Portland,
Oregon; Elsie Larson, Elmer and
Beatrice of Des Moines, Mrs.
Anna Skortman and Mrs, Telle
Kawson of Shiter and Mrs, Mat-
tie Fardal of Webster City.

Mr. Nalson was termed *‘Slat-
er's Grand O1d Man," and right-
iy so, as his interest in the town
and the community never wav-
eredd  from the time he helped
found it, and his passing on is a
distinet  loss to the town. the
chureh and the schools. Yester-
aay he was with us; today e is
gone.  We stop to revere |his
memoary.

WHO WILL TELL THE STORY
(Compiled by Oley Nelson)

When the ‘comrades have departed,
When the yeterans are no more;
When the bugls call is sounded
On the everlasting shore;
When life’s weary march is ended,
When the campfires slumber long;
Who will tell the world the story
When the boys in blue are gone.

Who will tell about the marching
From Atlanta to the sea;

Who will halt and wait and listen
When they hear the reveille?
Who will join and swell the chorus
Of some old Grand Army song?
Who will tell the world the atory

When the boys in blue are gone?

Sons and daughters of this nation
You must tell of triumphs won,
When our work on earth is ended,
And the veteran claims his own,
You must cherish dear Old Glory
And its teachings pass along,
You must tell the world the story
When the boys in blue are gone.

" Ryg To Iowa City
Ed Ryg, who submitted to oper-
ntions on both of his eyes for
cataract trouble at the University
lhicepital at Town City, went back

there lnst Sunday to hava the
proper  lenses  inserted in  his
plasses.  One  of tha hospital's

ambulances picked him up on
Sunday naon. When they bring

him  buck  he will be equipped

April 16th, at the home of Mnf
and  Mrs, Thomas Weeks, whetd)
their daughter, Miss Ruby,
son of Willinms, lowa, the son ; ﬁ
Mr. and Mrs. Ilenry Thompsopg
of Slater. .
Promptly at six o'clock Mok
Joseph Thompson of Hubbard
Iowa, played Lohengrin’s Waed
ding March as the bridal
toak their places before the e
window in the living room. Pg
ceding the ceremony Miss 13
thy Weeks, a sister of the
afbl 1 Love You Truly

0 apt e oriae Lo, Y
read the Lutheran marriage ser-
viee, using the single ring cere-
riony in the presence of the im-
medinte relatives, Miss  June
Weeks, a sister of the bride,
served as bridesmaid and Edwin
“hompson, a brother of the
groom, as best*man,

The bride was charming in a
vown of copenhagen blue silk
crepe and wore a corsage of zar-
denias.

The bridesmaid wore navy blue
with rose trimming and a corsage
of gardenias.

Immedjately aftsr the ecere-
mony a two-course wedding din-
ner was served in the dining room
Ly Ilazel Estrem and Dorothy
Weeks. A large wedding eaks,
heantifully decorated, served as a
centerpiece for the bridal tahle.
The menu  and the deeorations
carried out a pink and white color
scheme, The guests ineluded near
relatives, the immediate memhers
of the two families.

Contracting parties are hoth
splendicl  young people.  The
hride is a graduate of Sluter 11i;
the proom form the Kelley
sehools. They will be at home to
their friends at Williams, Towa,
efter May 1st. He is in the mill-
ing businesy there.

Paunlsrud Accepts Call From
Dulath

Rev, Jordan Paulsrud, who has
been‘serving a charge at ITous-
ton, Minnssota, has accepted a
call from the First Lutheran
church at Duluth, same state,
vhere he will assume his new
duties on June 1st.  With his
family he will move thers the lnt-
ter part of May. Friends speak
of it a8 a much deserved promo-
tion.

Luncheon and Bale at Log Cabin

The Ladies’ Aid of the M. E,
chimreh will have a anle of poatted
plants, shrubs, bulbs, ete., at the
Slater log cabin on Thursday
uftsrnoon. They will also serve

with the proper glasses,

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers an
\ . .

luneh.  All are cordially invited.
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Kelley, Yesterday

Reinsrt Ilolland, long time res-
ident of south of Kelley, died last
Saturday afternoon at the age of
76 years. In failing health for
time, he had been much
vorse of late and the final sum-
mons on Saturday had been an-
teipated . The children were at

3 bis hedaide.
$17- Funeral rites were held yester-

dsy frpm the Bethany church at
Rellegéat 2:00 o'clock with bis
fngtor,' Rev. Rorem, i‘n charge.
ks - g = A

-ty

e

f. R, E. Dean on the pisno.
Seripture readiog and prayer was
followed by a vocul solo, a Nor-
wegian favorite, “Fly Som en
Fugl til Din Klippe,” by Jeffery
Richardson The funeral sermon
followed. In closing the ladies’
quintet sang, ‘‘Abide with Me.,”
There were many floral pieces
and un unusually large number of
gifts to the missions in his mem-
ory. Burial was made in the
family lot in the Kelley cemetery.

Spring Luther League
Convention at Ames

The spring* convention of the
Story City circuit Luther League
will be held at the Bethesda Luth-
eran church at Ames the latter
part of the week—April 22, 23
and 24 The convention theme
is, ““Christ-Controlled Lives,"" and
the convantion speaker, Rev, J.
L. Knutson of Lake Mills, Iowa.
The opening sermon on Friday
evening will be delivered by Rev,
Barstad of Radeliffe, Towa,

Interssting  programs  have
been arranged for all of the ses-
sions. Miss Hazel Tloffman,
member of the Slater school fae-
ulty, will have a part in the pro-
pram Saturduy forenoon.

Death of James Nervig
James Nervig, a former resi-
dent of southeast of Slater, died
at his home at Ilumboldt, lowa,
last week. Funeral took place
last Saturday . Not a few from
the Slater community were in at-

tendance.
——

Supt. and Mrs. C. R. Langhrige
spent their Easter vacation in
(‘hicagd, guests at the home of a
cousin of Mr, Laughrigs,  Mrs.
Langhrige's mother, Mry, Jesse
lenn, accompanied them as far
as Fairfield, Iowa, where she re-
mained. The Laughrigss made
the trip in their new car ,a De
Soto,
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The Iowa State Department of
History and Archives

An institution of the State of Iowa, located at the seat of
government, established as a department of the State in 1892,
and administered by a Curator elected by a Board of Trustees
composed of the Governor of the State, a Justice of the Iowa
Supreme Court and the Superintendent of Public Instruction.
It consists of the following divisions:

The Historical and Genealogical Library
The Public Archives of the State of Iowa
The Collections of Iowa History, Art and Industry

The Manuscript Collections of letters and correspondence
of prominent figures and movements relating to Iowa

The Museum Division: Indian, geologj;, ioneer life,
transportation, and natural history collections and
exhibits

THB ANNALS OF IowA, an Historical Publication
The Newspaper Division—Files of Iowa Papers
The Portrait Gallery of Iowa Historical Figures

In the interest of preserving Iowa history, the Department, as
an official and permanent institution of the state, solicits the
presentation, to its Manuscript Collection, of letters, diaries, family
histories, and general manuscripts about Iowans and the area of
which the state is a geographical part.

THE ANNALS OF IOWA

In the more than half a century THE ANNALS OF IowA has
been published, it has made accessible to the people generally a
vast amount of interesting and accurate data on the history of
the State that otherwise would not have been available. The
securing of material, and editing and supervising its publication,
is a part of the immediate task of carrying on the work of the
Department in harmony with its well established traditions. The
Editor welcomes for publication the contribution of the reminis-
cences, the writings, the biographies, observations and studies of
those familiar with Iowa people and with important and signifi-
cant events and movements in the state's history.

ANNALS OF Iowa
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423 HISTORY OF STORY COUNTY

Now he has one of the best farms in this section of the county, containin
all of the most modern improvements. He has made a specialty of cattle
feeding, in which he has met with unusual success.

The marriage of Mr. Robison took place April 4, 1838, when he wag
united to Miss Mattie Whitaker, a daughter of Samuel and Harriett (Mj].
ler) Whitaker, of Indian Creek township. Her mother was a native of '
Indiana, while her father was born in Washington county, Pennsylvania -
The latter came to Story county in 18535 and is now a resident of \Iaxweu_
To Mr. and Mrs. Robison have been born four children, two of whom
survive, namely: Edith, and Clay A. The daughter is now a teacher in
the district schools. She is a graduate of the Maxwell high school and a¢.
tended the Iowa State Normal school at Cedar Falls.

In politics Mr. Robison is a republican and he has served for severa]
years as a member of the school board. He is affiliated with Maxwell
Lodge, No. 465, I. O. O. F. Mrs. Robison, prior to her marriage, wag a’ e
teacher in the public schools and is a highly accomplished woman, She
is a member of the United Evangelical church.

S,

Aeldes Dictmb. 3
OLEY NELSON. e

Among the well established citizens of Story county there is none who
deserves more honorable mention than Oley Nelson, who is now living re-
tired at Slater. He is a native of Rock county, Wisconsin, born August
11, 1845, and son of Nels and Aase (Chrestensdotter) Olson Evensrue,
both of whom were natives of Rollag, Numedal, Norway. They were mar- .
ried in Norway and came to America in 1843, locating at Jefferson Prair
in Rock county, Wisconsin. The father entered forty acres of govern- .
ment land and in 1845 declared his intention of becoming a citizen of the "
United States. In the spring of 1848 he removed to Primrose, D
county, Wisconsin, and entered one hundred and sixty acres of land, “wh
he proceeded to improve. On August 10, 1861, he enlisted in Cornpan
H, known as the Sugar River Rifles, of the Eighth Wisconsin Vol ntee
Infantry, the regiment gaining a wide reputation as the Live Eagle R‘
ment. The regiment left Camp Randall at Madison, Wisconsin, abo
October 1, 1861, and went to St. Louis, from there going to Iron Moun-
tain, Missouri, where they drove out the rebels and secured the ore for the =
use of the government. They then went to Raleigh and from that place
to St. Louis and thence down the Mississippi river, assisting in the capture
of Island No. 10. The regiment was then ordered to Corinth and after
the capture of that city to Vicksburg. On the way from Corinth to Vicks-
burg the father of our subject received a sixty day furlough to enable him
to visit his home as his health had been seriously impaired. He went : *
aboard a boat at Memphis and came as far north as Keokuk, Iowa, when
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5 he was taken off the boat in an unconscious condition and conveved to the
& hospital, where he died August 4, 1862.
i After the father's death the mother continued to live on the farm and g
i the son took charge of the work. However, in the spring of 1864, desir-
§ ing to take the place of his father in defense of the Union, he enlisted in
Company D, Fortieth Wisconsin Infantry, and was present at the last cap-
| ture of Memphis later in the same year, The regiment was sent to Holly
i@ Springs and Jackson, Mississippi, and at the latter place Mr. Nelson was
taken sick with fever and jaundice and in the fall of the year was sent
£ home on a furlough. He was in a very serious condition on his arrival at
i Madison and was practically incapacitated for any service for several
f months. He received his honorable discharge from the army in December,
< 1864.
. Mr. Nelson continued with his mother in Wisconsin until 1867. In the
L winter of 1864-5 the home farm was sold under foreclosure on account of
Fa security debt, and they then moved to eighty acres in which the mother i
had _an equity. In the spring of 1867 she disposed of this equity, receiv-
' ing two hundred and twenty-five dollars. They also possessed a span of
colts and three head of young heifers, and having secured a prairie schooner
"started westward, having decided to cast their lot in Iowa. Upon reaching
s Skunk river opposite Cambridge, Story county, Iowa, they found the river
i - bottom flooded, making it extremely dangerous to attempt to cross with a y
@ wagon. Accordingly Mr. Nelson left his mother upon the bank and hired .
(@ a pilot for five dollars to assist him in crossing with the wagon and animals.
F After reaching the opposite shore he waded back, the water reaching above
. his waist, and took his mother on his shoulders, she being a small woman
weighing only about ninety pounds, and carried her across in safety. The i
E effort practically exhausted him, but after resting a while they resumed 3
@ their journey and crossed the county line to Polk county, subsequently lo- \ ‘
P cating on eighty acres of raw prairie. As their resources were extremely
t limited Mr. Nelson found it necessary to sell the horses and wagon and pur-
chase a yoke of oxen, this transaction replenishing the treasury by about
. one hundred dollars. He hauled lumber and brick from Polk City to build
[ a house and they lived comfortably during the following winter. In the
fall of 1867 the grasshoppers ate up everything green in that section and
it was indeed a gloomy outlook, especially as payments were due on the ‘
|

e S —
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L

farm and other obligations had been incurred.

~ In the spring of 1869 Mr. Nelson sold the oxen and wagon and went to
Des Moines, where he secured a position the first day of S. A. Robertson
to haul brick from his vard at a salary of thirty dollars per month and
board. In the fall of the same year he received his first introduction to
the mercantile business in the house of Luce & Mahanna. his salary being
fifteen dollars per month, twelve dollars of which he was obliged to pay for
board Subsequently he conducted a farmers boarding house and in 1874

removed to Sheldahl, where he erected the first store building in the town,
Yol. 11—22

N A i —

: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moinegiliowa.
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432 HISTORY OF STORY COUNTY

continuing as a merchant and grain buyer until he retired on account of
the encroachments of age. He was organizer of the Farmers Savings Bank
at Slater and was its first president, being at the present time a member of
the board of directors. l
In December. 1869, Mr. Nelson was united in marriage to Miss Lizzje
Ersland, of Cambridge, and by this union ten children were born, namely :
George E., Elsie C., Carrie H., Anna G., Bell O., Mattie A., Elemer Q.
and Beatrice D., and Kuttie A. and -\mos K., who died in infancy. T'he
first five are now married. ‘

Politically. Mr. Nelson has ever since arriving at the age of manhood
given his support to the republican party and has served in a number of
responsible positions. He was postmaster at Sheldahl from 1874 to 1889 ‘
and school treasurer from 1874 to 1883. He was elected to the twenty-first
and twenty-second general assembly, serving in 1882 and 1884 with dis-
tinguished ability, being especially active in behalf of better drainage laws, l
better school laws and free text-books, He was a delegate to the national
republican convention which nominated James G. Blaine for president and
has been employed many times by the state republican committee as a cam-
paign speaker, having appeared in more than fifteen counties in Iowa and ., !
in four counties in Minnesota. Religiously, he is identified with the United” =
Lutheran church, in which he has for many years been a prominent worker, l
In 1904 he was elected president of the board of directors of St. Olof Col-
lege and since 180 has been a member of the board of the United Nor- {
wegian church of America, being now vice president of that body.

Mr. Nelson possessed limited opportunities of school education in his
early life. His mother, however, was a woman of fine education and was
his principal teacher until he came into contact with the world. His tastes,,
were originally for mechanical pursuits but conditions led him into mercan-"""
tile life, in which he attained deserved success. As a public speaker he has
been highly efficient and his services have been in urgent demand. Today
he is recognized as a leader among Norwegians of Iowa, due to his high
character and marked business ability, and he is greatly esteemed wherever
he is known.

o —

-

DICK R. SPIEKER.

Dick R. Spieker, cashier of the Peoples Savings Bank of Nevada and
i recognized as one of the most progressive young business men of the city,
was born in Grundy county, Iowa, September 17, 1820. He is a son of
John and Hattie (Husinga) Spieker, both natives of Germany. The father
3 s came to this country with his parents @ infancy, the family locating in
i«' Hardin county, Iowa, in 1852. Our subject’s Grandfather Spieker did not

P possess a liberal amount of this world’s goods when he established his ‘

Sou
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re_and were releazed on-§1

Ao —wwhéra-—nardmintas t

bond_each . tor heuinLApr. 2% &

Wis. . In his’ mly ytmt.h ha‘he}pal
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ranAL, ull-tln'l-ul.e
tmcrce ‘commisalon officlals at

1888 - City,~ Mo ~where adminis=
ors of state motor vehicle de-
trnerits from this section of the
ion wilk hold a convention.

ne recent Iowa truck accident

‘milk tlﬂvera union,_ I.aa

e L R A T T ]

Mgore_and were released on-$100
h_onchcOh IgrhbelrjﬂLAP!..,.zz...,_
“Ploketed,

The lce cqenm tompanyAas been
picketed  for some -tiile by the|

wt'~h-Tate referred involved a
/ho left,- Flint, . Mich,,-at-’

Vo

ds and, more) ‘than 24 hours
r, plled his truck into a ditch
r Cedar Rapids, Ia.

“He had no rellef driver and
» stopped only for. two  hours

sep In his cab at an mlnois
ty,’s Tate sald. -

n th!Lnther accident, a tractor-|
ller truck “jackknifed,” side-
ped a hus and nearly caused a
lous accident, Tate said. (“Jack-
fing” occurs in a tractor-trailer
en the brake is applied on the)
ver unit before'.it is applled to
trailer ynit.)

lunion,—w ested _Friday. morn-,

ing~ tcllowing a disturbance, Stew-|
art pleaded not guilty later to
charges of assault. and bnttery
prefarred by Lambert.

OH SUCH GIRLS'

Suran Just 94, Dcc:dc;__Its
T:me to Bob Ha:r. -

KINGWOOU—W VA. (P—Su-
san Messenger 94, stepped spryly
Jinto a barbera chair Friday and
ordered:

“Bob ‘my halr.”

Driver Exhausted. =~
In—this accldent,” Tate sald,
e driver's wife was riding with
i and she sald the accident oc-
red’ because her husband was
austed. _He was trying to get

truck through on the schedule|
“~r in_his contract with a|

ed
ki flem T
ate said-many other truck ac-

: 'T‘ho_utunishr_d tnnsotlal_,artist

»otel.d-hetr

iu—ju’t D 1-;--4-' B—f "
(burg and died at Keokuk h il!'

sham LEMLIACTL uuvclup a LUUW! W

- ~v~'-l"a
“The elder NQIlq 1 1., LIS
Eighth wueonnm“ ,vb!untu :

X7

1862, onr turlough

was sent home on fuﬂough.

_ $15 a 'Month .Iob. . :
._Mr, - Nelson.,:and::"hld‘:ﬁé :

stead in-Polk’ county, butLOIty ‘was,

as teamster in Des Molnca w

e s g

'His son left the farm and’ en-_'
listed in the 40th Wisconsin’ ine,
fantry in"1864 at the age of 17. He" -
was_present at the capture 'of'. .
Memphis, but soon: became 1 nnd :

migrated to Jowa in & pmirh"
schooner in_ 1867, 68 yea.rs ag‘g.--
They staked out an, 80-acre Jhome-

forced to take a '$15:a-month ijob

n.i

grasshoppers ravageéd their crops. . .
During the next several yearl

complied. = —e—o——

Before' atartln . her half-mile
hike: home the agile customer
smiled:

“I'll ‘be back in three monlhn
for another job.”

61 FACE VOTE-CHARGES.

he devetoped & prosperous busis"
ness as merchant and.: grnln

moved to Slater where he ore’

and was active in tivic affairs,
donated a park to the city.

He,

buyer ‘at Sheldahl, Ia.: | He later

ganized the Farmers Savings bank

Lifelong Republican, .~ .

KANSAS‘CI‘I'T MO — A

nts could be traced to ratlgue
the “driver,

Trucks are sent  through on
. schedules. in an attempt to
p-up with train schedules,” he
l-—*“But’ train employes are re-
‘'ed to have adequate rest and
trucking industry ahou!d have
Ihr requirements "

EGG DYES—-$1

-Bourg, 211 T\a.enty-
o ﬂmlttcd—-—.;ﬂhc“-—-had

ked overtime - Thursday 'after- |-
" at” Seventh end— Wa.lnut 5

ets
[ was trying to_huy___ggmg'
ter ~gg dye,” she told Judge
ver  ‘There was such a jam

— et el

the store I was 15 mlnutes_

re_l_rning to my, car.
I‘hat 1l be one dollar,” sizhed

Iﬁ@w(éer owa Territorial and State Leglsfa

it

federal-grand jury Friday indict=

conspiracy charges in the 1936

ed 61 ‘more. persons on vote fraud}

A lifelong -Republican, he was &

(delegate to the natignal conven-
Nelson—

general election.

-t ;s :'t.

He Was An ‘Instztutxon

A e el o i A e S i s

g

ok

Conthmed on Page Nine. b
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A famillar face 1 lt*tho-lt.tehoum for many years was that of
Mr. Nelson. He served as sergeant-at-arnis-for- thn houne. Wl'th

+ |coast to coast.. uit.tl his secretary,
. |Mias Katherine Flood. H& —was

‘ |the tlour.

% |who died recently, a natlonal ad-

. [commander, Oley Nelson was re-

athkerStaie HibtericakkSepigtysef IMMMQD,

Aof GAR

Nelson

Continned From Paje 1.

tion which ‘nominated James G.
Blaine for president, .

@8 I During his tenure as a leglisla-
i tor, he was instrumental In pass-{:

ing the bill which created the lowa

Soldiers home at Marshalltown,
Ia. .

When Mr. Nelson was nominated
for his seventh term—-as sergeant-

Cedar R&pida. Ia., Republican

“Oley Nelson 13 an Institution
—not an issue.”
|~ A" slender little man {vith a
white spade beard, white hair
and twinkllog eyes, Oley Nelson
was proud of hia job as urganut__
at arms.
[ His-atlentorian volce filled the
house chamber whéen he-annouced:
“Mr, Speaker, 8 message from
--——J)Id%_Work Hlmuel!

He feared some “"younger  war
veteran” might get the office. So
for a time he took care of all the
sergoan{'q work without any help

“s0 they won't think I'm getting
too old."”

As national G.A R. m‘mmander‘
‘\he set out in'March, 1938, upon “a’
grand tour of 7,000 miles, from

recelved by President Roosevelt in
Washington, D. C., while making

"Remembered Friends,
He made his old frlends. mem-

came a national judge advocatc,
and J. P. Risley of Des Moines,

jutant, —

Returning to Des Molnes from
the convention which named him

celved with brass bands and pa-
rades, both in Des Moines and

Treen Plantlul.

-Trees were planted in his honor, .
and at the dedicatlon of one of

his eyes grew moist with tears.

S DEAD-AT 93

—|Past National . Chief!

“An Institution” .
[at-arms_of th.e Iowa house, Repre-|
( = unr.hj;lva B. B.

Hickenlooper-- of |

house leader; sald-of -him = waats

BErH of *Ris NRCIGHAT Stat?, “*.Tuage*"‘
- | James W, Willett of Tama, Ia., be-

Slater. b 1%

—_—

Des y@rﬁ@é igyalte

ost Braut

“1 used to meet the eirl ¥ mav. l— —



¢ order fol-
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| they partiet--
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m his- name|-
"reg‘lster'"!i\d :

d—allp; the
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ining NuUmbery|

are present

re-called. |

_NIGHT
IOWA

neral manager
‘heaters Corp.,

wuses- in Towa, |«
Is, sald Fridayt

e Postmaster

nk night order|

ms in Iowa.
Have to study
elaborating on
mpany and its
J States Thea-
more than 60
Bank—night-is3
he_added.
“operating—in] -
& interference
eme -court de-

] which

Lhe lour, .
Remombered Friends.
He made his old friends .mem-
Berd“of *his Hatlonal” staf?.
James W, Willett of Tama, Ia., be-

*v. |came a national judge advocate,

Thln plcture of Oley Nelson, who ﬁled Frldlv, wans takm in
1936 wh?mmmmmerduxmiof the G.A.R,, he vialted President
Roosbvelt nt" the “ﬁﬂe House In Washlington, D.'*Cr————

Cu...action of
ater- man for
in.

H. Mitchell

iection| Master General ¥arley's ruling

that “as far

as -I-know - at' -pment” "Post-

IWRITER RETURNS|

on “bank nights"_does not di- |

== | AFTER 16 YEARS|

ob Took Vengeance

Art_er ‘a *hardy attempt ‘at pro-
ducing a humorous novel, Darwin
Teilhet, returning to his home
- [town Friday night after belng ab-
sent since 1922, can't understand
why "“Journey To The  West"” 1s
being . claimed by proletarium as
= ~{theirown:— T
|  Accompanied by hir wife- of 10

years, whom he married follow-
ing a campus courtship at Stan-

Des Molnes during the raln at 11
Lp..m. Friday: by_“p_lane, !

. Reeall His 'Cnprlee.

He had not been here since He
was a student at Drake university,
where his humorous magazine “Ca-
pﬁcmmrenedw
decree after -going through: four
editions. He was 19 when he left
to study.in_France.

Since abandoning the parental
establishment ‘located then at

ford university, Teilhet arrived in|

and J. P, Risley of Des-Molnes,
who died recently, a national ad-
jutant, ) i
Returning to Des Molnes from
the convention which named him
commander, Oley Nelson was-re-

rades, both fn Des

! ‘Trees Planted,

“|~—Trees-were-planted in his honor,

and at the dedication "of one of
them in the statehouse grounds,
his eyes grew molst with tears,

— "I used-to meet the girl I mar-

“there,” he baid, ‘polnting to the
broad lawn.

He told how youmg people ol
that time—about 1869, he sald—

-useyl- to meet on the statehouse
Ero se there were mno
other p in_Des Molnes,,

"I worked for a contractor who
took care of the statehouse base-
ment;*—he—said " had the

“{honor- of driving a team whic

hauled bricks and other odds and
ends around-the place.”

As natlonal commander, Oley
Nelson--publicly protested the
“despolling of ~Memorial day
_.with exhibition contests of
nporl"

He. dochrod that  “BMemorial
day js a consecrated day” tor
war veterans, e v

At Portland, Ore,, where he vis-
ited on his 7,000-mile tour, he had
a sharp relort for reporters who
asked him If he would allow South-
ermn veterans to -carry a Confed-
erate flag in a G.A.R. parade. ’

B -Wlfa Dead
sald, “we'll take them ln and do
anything. to make it congenial if
they will throw away that darned
old rebei flag!"”
Several years ago, his wlfe. lhe
former Lizzle Ersland” of Cam-
bridge, Ia., dled.
The BUrviving "chlldren are Mrs,
Bkortland,” Mrs. Tom-Rawson, and
Beatrice Nelson, all of Slater;

Mrs.. Matue A. Fardal of Webster
City. Ia.

The body is at the Riis mortu-
+HAry.

ANNUAL WAGE
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Nelson, Oley.
(Fk.)

‘F. 10ide aug. 1844, av Nels Olson Fvensrue og Aase
(k. € lfrgslcmusictJ. i Clinton T'wp,, Rock Co. :{jcﬁ'cr-
sun Prairie), Wis. Studerte ved Albion Academy og
Wisconsin universitet, en termin hver. Bosat i Clinton,
Rock Co., Wis., 184448 ; Primrose, Dane Co., Wis., 1848-
67; Polle Co., Iowa, 1867; Des Moincs, [owa, 1868-74;
bl:cl_dahl._ fowa, 1874-90; Slater, Story Co.. lowa, 1890—.
Butikbetjent i Des Moines 1868-74; handelsmand i Shel-
dahl 1874-90; i Slater 1890-14. .Var med og organiserte
Bct}:jclu:m menmighet, trustee, diakon; medlem av Roard
of l‘ruslccs for Konferentsen 1884-90: medlem av Board
of Trustees for Den forenede kirke 1891-17; viceprasi-

dent 1891-17; medlem av Executive Board 1891-17; medlem av Board of
Trustees for St. Olaf College og en tid preesident for samme. Soldat i bor-
gerkrigen 186465, i kompani D, 40de Wisconsin; postmester, dommer, skole-
direktgr, medlem av 2lde og 22de Jowas legislatur. Organiserte Skandina-
viske veteranforening og Skandinaviske pionerforening., Forfattet “The Early
Norwegian [mmigrant, 1840-60", “Story Co. menigheder”, “The Controvers
as to the Responsibility of the Augsburg Board of Trustees, 1890-63", 1916.
Gift Igﬁ‘)lmcd Engeborg Ersland (hun dgde i januar 1917). Har hat 10
barn, 8 i live.

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



s dess than onethird green, the [ Al-Stues and snother e, s bae-
toop might better be enl nx quick- [ planned

Iy as pessible . Where the com & | A 4-11 boys of  Boone  county
o theaboenough to be handled by the [ yng 1hen purents are feviled  une
1w binder this  furmishes lhr",,.—“,.,l o nttend this mecting wiieh
St rupld und satistactory  meth- promises to be one of (he - {1nest
o of cutting 1 Where the eorn ever held for the  club members
oo darge tor the wradn binder 1ty pe,

v be cul o with the corn binaer

by hand. The targer the ecorn

© better quality of stlage 1L wil
make. I there (s a choier between
two Helds of different  size, botl,
ciually drought  mjured, put s
lureer corn into the sty und e
e shock the other for fodder
Waleh Molsture Content

AGED SLATER MAN
WILL CELEBRATE

Hon. Oley Nelson Honored Up-

__\g'm_cnl_u_lm,u._-shu.m-.-(w-mmimﬁ-

“Even though the corn uppear
Gute dry the stulks are lkely
i+ HH—tnmre TSt TN | B

nermally found in corn at regulus
stle fllling time. Courn containing
frem 55 W 60 per cent  molsture
mukes the best sllage. If put Inta
the silo with oo much molsture in
the stulk, Immuature corn mmukes u
vy sour o stlage that seours cntth
budly For this reason It s a good
Idew to allow the corn Lo dry ol
nwlier, being cut, even to the point

where  a lttle water  milght  Ix
pecded o make 1t sufftelentiy
damp for siluge  making.  Usually

wtting the corn u dauy atwad and
mlowing 1t to dry on the ground

the sitlo. Very fmmature corn that
his renched  the  asseling  stags
does not have as much  feeding
vilae, pound=® for pound  as  does
that which hoas reached D Lisse
und silk stage. However, i1 is vers
much worthwhile savine. Ordinar-

Iv It I8 better to cut uch cr.
.with the gruin binder and put it
i~ the shock. It should be gotten

vt shieller or stacked as soon a:
enough for such fdder wastes
quic kly in the field.

“There |5, s0 far as  known, 1
tanger frem polsoning of ecattle in
arought  Injured corn that 18 cut
und cured for fodder or partially
cured and made into sllawe Pastur-
iy of such curnfields s wasteful
una may caus  losses  of  catth
vither from Coverill’ or In the case
of drought Injured small corn fron.
nctunl polsoning.”

CRASH VICTIMS
REMAIN SERIOUS

Mr. and Mrrs. August Peterson
Remain in 8erious Condition
at Hospital in Perry

The condition *of Mr. ¥nd Mrs
Aungust Peterson who were serious-
ly injured in an automabile crash
rorthwest of Woodward nbout ten
tays ago sull remnins ‘n a’eritieal
conditfon at the King's Daughters
hospital in Perry.

Mrs. Peterson suffered a broken
pelvis, and other possible Internal
injuries. and Mr Peterson siffered

‘ractured rxkull and other body

sex In Lhe wreck. Mr. Pelerson
s not regained — consa'ousness
since the accident. *The pother
members of the party whr:z wetd
but slightly injured, ggre ndw gel-
trng, along nicely.

This automoblle accldent . hap-

e 39bee T TETFRRIAT arkiate
which Max Mougin and T 1
Wilkde were killed.

ing in Blater Tomorrow

Mr. Nelson is-at Present Ser.
geant at Arms in the House.
of Representatives

Hon, Oley Nelson of the Sl
community, who Is at present the
Sargeant at Arms at the house of
Representatives, will be 90 vears
old tomorrow. Oley, “The grand old
man of the honuse" as he I8 known
among his political  Iriends, by sl

on 00th Birthday-at-Gather—
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SSErileTIMd g@S nboul hils dutles ol

the howe with compural've epse
Friday aftermoon from 2 pom
uatl 10 po m. at the Nelson park
wi 8later which took Ity name aft-
er Mr. Nelson, will be the seene of
it celebration for Mr Nelson ecom-
memorating his birthdaly. Many of
Oley's friends will be at the park.
both from that communily and
other places. It 1s the expecta-
tions of many 60 the members of
the legisluture to attend the gath-
ering, .
Mr. Ncelson, survived the politi-
cil turnover of the 1932 eleclion
ard was continued unanimously at
the door of the house chamber He
served  as a representative  from
Story county during the 21st and
22nd general assemblies.
Among notables who olan o at-
tend are Governor Clvde Herring
and his staff and prominent men
in the church who are President
Iite of St Olof Collepe Prof Hol-
land, and others. There will be no
st program of any kind but  the
celeLration  will be an  informal
gathering in which he will be able
to meet his many [friends. There
will, however, be several musieal
numbers featuring local talent, and
others, :
- Mr. Nelson 15 a Clvil war veter-
un and a son of a veteran of (hal
war. Hed Is past commander of the
Iowa (i A. R and past senior
tommander of the national G A
R.
He Is responsible for the plan-
ning and presentation of the Nel-
son park In that community, which
s named In his honor.
Mr. Nelson Is wished many hap-
py returns of the day on his birthe
day and hly many friends. although

they may not be present!  at the
wuthéring Lomorrow,
him.

Ing years he has been aclive n the

Le has been  associaled with  and
has won for himself the. friendship
of many

relatives and singers  for
love and asympathy

1rivnds,
thelr acts of

WITch Is too close to 100 ta be vom-
[otluble  ‘The coulest day of
month wux 43

The only redeeming feature  of
the month wis the rainfall wheh
il during the early portiomn of 1he
moth  “The days of

'Local Btore Owned and Operat-

Peat registered as follows.
{I.,’: Jhe ”Z/w /;‘(:'}) 1IEE
Eﬁ/@/‘?w! %1939

It will be a long time e fore July
194, s entirely forgollen Probably
the younger folks of today, when
they become old-timers, will recall
the summer of 1934 as the season
of "hot days”

GAMBLE STORE

—————

ed by George H. Little, For.
merly of Boone

The new Gamble store In (s
clity will open to the publc Batur-
dav and Is located In the A R
Milrg bullg&'m{ across  from . Lhe
Maidiid Motor Co The store 18 op-
cratad by CGeorge 1T Little and Is
owned by him It 5 his intention
to neve here I the near future

The CGamble store will carry au.
tomiotive  supplies, tires and  bat-

congratulate [ble =ore
During Mr. N'um.f dr-rlm-‘!'-h" ughout the middle west

affalrs of the orgeuizations whicl | oP*n'ng of this stove you are re.

egisiators. CONEE8H MR by volunteers 2ié

the
|

contaerulive |

+

OPENS SATURDAY %52 ‘i

e Tield was planted late )
eern would straighiten

' In Zeook Spur tiees were g
[t and Hmbs bdown abeour b
| wand

[ At newly every home there
lor dumage was teported A
itk Enghish coloted gy I

‘was entirely blown down Noi

‘Zook Spur elesen clectrie

loles  were blown ove:  In
IVl Revnoldson ot echand

Iwere alto uprooted

I The storms o the “urrou
Communties seemevd to e

Serlous nature (han 1t was Iy

Woodward comminty  the
Struck wit!s constderable  yvie
|hut seemed to be just highy o
e eseane the  honses n
Il?'.u- waler tower NWfting the t
[the tank off un hutled ot o
{reof of ihe York store toinge
:.«ldm‘ab!v damuge  Outsade of
(ho other damare was reported
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OT y Nelsotn Chosen |
Natzon’l Command’r

Elected To Highest Position of
Homor and Trust in the G.
A. B. of America

Election Olimaxes Fifty Years'
Active Bervioe in Organiza.
tion He Loves

The Hon. Oley Nelson, “‘Slat- :

er's QGrand Old Man,"” achieved
the ambition of hia life last week,
Beptember  12th,.whep he , wps
chosen commander of the Nation.
al Grand Army of the Tepublie
al 1ta national encampment, held
ot Grand Rapids, Michigan—the
highest office and honor that the
organization can bestow upon any
of its members, '

Mr. Nelson had for some lee
cherished the ambitign to become
uational comander, hut it was nof
till in July, this year, that he be.
gan to interest his friends in the
matter. Well and favorably known
by the G. A. R. from coast U
coast as well as by the Women's
Relief y Corps, he began a quie!
campaign in the interest of his
candidacy, It met with a splen
did reception, though other aspir

ants bobbed up—in Kansas, Wis |~

consin, Ohio and New York—and
they were all plenty active.

‘When he left for the encamp-
ment, Mr. Nelson felt encouraged
over the prospects, but added.
““You can never tell, Ameriea it
a hig céuntry and all the candi-
dates have friends. 1 have done
my best, If I'm defeated, I wil!
take it on the chin wnd  come
home, smiling."

As the convention progressed
the undul.lm bo':ln drop,pml.
ﬂmt o fncinn 1, Oh m, re
mained. When the balloting he
Mr. Secrest was confident

gan, ]
while Mr. Nelson remained hope
ful. It had not progressed far

however, hefore all scented the
outcome and when the votes wery
counted, Nelson led by a ratio of
4 to 1. Tt was then voted to
make Mr. Nelsonr's election unan-
Mr. Nelson was then
where

imous.
excortedd to the platform,
he gnve one of his charscteriste
talks, thanking his comrades for
the honor thus hestowed,

During hix long, active career
Mr. Nelson hag served the G, A
R. in many capacities—nax firat
national vice commander, as state
commander, ax post commander,
patriotie Instructor, chief of stafl,
member of the Seldiery’
Commission and in other ways.

Reliel

In his election to the highest of-
flee in the gift of his comrades,
Mr. Nelson has not only brought
honoér to himself, but to his home
town, Slater, Story county and
the state as well. Many (festivi-
ties are planned in his homor—at
Slater, Ames, Des Moines, Mar-
shalltown and other points—and
n busy fall faces him,
All Slater joim in enending
TLICHE CONTTALULR s
and best wishen on his election to
this high office,
Just when Mr.

Nelson will be
home is not known. [le¢ reached
Chicago, Saturday. where he has
been feted ever since—honored at
many functions.

Mr. and Mrs. A. D. Johnson of
Ames were Sunday vistors at the
home of his mother, Mrs. Mary
Johnson, and Swan.

children of Des Moines were Sun-
day visit'rs ut the home of his par-
ents, Mr. and Mra. Ed. Croft.

Dr.and Mra. L. L Huffman
left for their home at Oklahoma
City, Suturduy, after n visit with
her Tolks, Mr. and Mes, Fd Rood,

W ~qase~ine
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Mr. and Mru. Harold Croft and |,

iRy o
ce 1, Washlogton. That ls, It
which Is to be erected to repla:
d structure. The new office w!

HI8 Is the pew government printlg
ibe architect's drawing of tha b

be on H street.

ED HOLLAND tems from
HURT IN FALL Here, Ther

13
Ed Holland of Ke].lay Barlotuly
{

B-erhow Dies at the Me
odin Hospital, Des Moines—
Other Items

Hurt When Beaffolding at
His Home Broke

L

Fd Holland, rural carrier aify (eorge Berhow, well known
Kelley, was painfully hurt in thelfouthern Story, dird xt the Me
back last Friday while assistingHidist hospital at Des Maoiney
with some work at his place. Bd[} ednesday morning, a vietim
is remodeling his home, While on b art trouble, from which he h
a scaffold, working with two other [Been suffering for some ti
men, the seaffolding fell, precipl- |4 Funeral services were held fr
tating all to the ground below,{@be Palestine church Saturc
In the fall Ed hit a bunch. of sbrf |&fternoon, with Rev. DBuland
gles, wrenching his back veryHlharge. Burial was wade in
painfully, making it impouiblc djoining cemetery. (Ueorge
for him to walk. Ile is confined [#hourned by four wons and t
to the bed, under a doctor’s care. [; aughters, one of whom he |
It may be wome time before ®eFpeen making hin home. (eo
will be able to care for his duties »‘ as born near IMuxley and gr
on the Kelley rural route, p in that commuuity,

Mr. and Mrs. Gaylord Lan
ind children of Watertown, .
pukota, have been spending !
s mk Iaw vtmlng nt

" Dorcas Program {3
The Dorcas Cirele of the Bethle-
bem church meets next MondayH

The . H Lnrson. nf soulh-ust

Kelley, and her relatives in

Mervin, Otis aid Cors Thle.
program is as follows:

Openil:u; Song...Circle Alleman community.
Devotional....Rev, Norem
Piano Solo...Nuth Norem

Mailearrier T. J, Sahoand w
of Huxley returned the first
the week from s motor trip tl
had taken them to the Hrsina
Minn, community and other pl
vs, vigiting relatives and frien
Tommy. Thompson, substit:
served on Lthe route dnrlng !
Sabo's vacalion. ¥

Mrs. Lein and Gla-
dys Christianson
Convention Nep't.. letta Houge

Vocal Solo....Otis Ihle

Talk...Nev. Buland

Yocal Duet... . Arlene and Homer
lewis

Closing Song....Circle

Closing....Lord"s Paryer

A cordial invitution to all,

Vocal Duet....

Locals Dropped Opening Con

The high schoal hoys  pla
hall  with Cambreidge at O
Cridge on Friday afternom, los

Enrolling at Iowsa Btate
Churles Sargent, Stanley ez

gen and Harvey Wagnmun are | the contest by g seore of 11 1
this week enrolling as students [ Fred Cenkoviel, pitehing for !
wl the Towa State college ot Ames fer, did well on the monnd,
Frederick Wagnman and the SBev- | his support was not <o gond,
erson hayy, lh'rr'mll Fugene and | team lost some of ity hest phn

\u mye their stodies| throneh eeaduat jon. last
fihine state Wilorial Soditef Jowg b ket Das Msings, jo
Severson hrnlln o, Gerrish will ve-f eral  pames “For this month
siimie hiw researel work at the early in Oetober,
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Nelson was an
]

DEm ﬂ?ﬁpsf*’/v L3N 4
He helped build the Statehouse, then he ran it

Oley

By MAURY WHITE

I dropped by
the House

chamber in the
Iowa Capitol
the other day,
hoping to run
into a few for-
mer fellow
workers left
over from the
: 46th General
Assembly, but Oley Nelson was
nowhere in sight. Nor was Herman
Kelch, for that matter.

It wasn't a surprise not finding
Herman, as our temporary em-
ployment as pages spanned only
the first four months of 1935, but
at that time 90-year-old Oley Nel-
son appeared to be as much a part
of the Statehouse as the marble
stairs.

That’s not only the way it
seemed to an impressionable
teen-ager, that's the way it was.
The Civil War veteran who had
brought his widowed mother from
Wisconsin to Iowa to settle in
Story County in 1867 was serving
the sixth of seven terms as ser-
geant-at-arms.

Seven terms spanning 14 years
in the political arena is impressive,
but there’s more. Oley did con-
struction work on the building in
1869; courted his future wife at
parties on the Statehouse grounds;
and, as a Republican and Story
County’s representative in the
21st and 22nd sessions, became a
force in creating the lowa Soldiers
Home in Marshalltown.

Shortly after finishing his stint
as sergeant-of-arms in 1935, Nel-
son rocketed much higher in rank.
He was elected national command-
er of the Grand Army of the Re-
public, the veterans’ organization
for the winning side in the War
Between the States.

In 1936 Nelson traveled 7,000
miles coast to coast, met with
President Franklin D. Roosevelt,
and was widely quoted for his
answer to a question as to whether
he would allow Southern veterans
to carry a Confederate flag in a
GAR parade.

“I'll tell you what we'll do,"”

- {J / £ty 'a’"{/

Oley had responded. “We'll take
them in and do everything to make
it congenial if they will throw
away that darned old rebel flag.”

Gov. Nelson Kraschel had quick-
ly come up with an office in the
Statehouse for Oley to occupy dur-
ing his year as commander. Then,
at age 92, he served his seventh
and final term as sergeant-at-arms
in 1937, passing away the follow-
ing year.

His obituary said he was the old-
est state employee ever, a record
that should endure, and no one
else likely will ever be as tied in
with the Statehouse over a span of
68 years. Nor possess the prestige
and popularity to become so im-
pervious to the power of party pa-
tronage.

Riding Roosevelt’s coattails, the
Democrats had taken over the
Statehouse in 1932, putting Oley’s
job in jeopardy. Although he was
kept on in 1933 and 1935, in 1937
the 92-year-old Republican was
truly worried about being re-
placed by a younger war veteran.

Such fretting was wasted effort.
Bourke B. Hickenlooper of Cedar
Rapids, the Republican House
leader, spoke up first during the
biannual patronage fight, which
was turning nasty.

“QOley Nelson is an institution,
not an issue,” he pointed out.

Speaker LaMar Foster, a Demo-
crat from West Branch, quickly
agreed.

“I don't care what you House
members decide about the rest of
the patronage, but I want someone
to move the appointment of Oley
Nelson as sergeant-at-arms so we
can have order in this house,” Fos-
ter declared. |

A story from that time relates
what followed: |

“A half-dozen representatives
so moved and Oley was appointed
with a ringing ‘aye’ and, in his blue
Civil War veteran’s coat and car-
rying a gnarled cane, he marched
to the rostrum to take his oath.”

“Marched” was the operative
word but it was more of a lurch, |
even in 1935. While the respect
and loyalty he inspired leads you
to think Oley Nelson was a tower-
ing figure, he actually was a small,
slender man with a white spade

“NaX]

(&' £

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



beard and hair to match, who pos-
sibly even slept in that Civil War
coat.

But Oley had a presence, and a
stentorian voice. Lord, did he have
a voice! The high point of any
day’s work as a page came when
our mentor would square his frail
shoulders, march to the center
aisle and boom out: “Mr. Speaker,
a message from the Senate.”

Believe it, Oley didn't need a mi-
crophone and those seated on that
aisle must have yearned for ear-
plugs. Once finished with this

BOB NANDELL,/ Tt REGISTER
Oley Nelson’s portrait hangs in the Statehouse in Des Moines.

alert, he would plod back to his
modest desk just inside the main
doors to keep a watchful eye on
his room and the pages.

I was 15 years old and a junior
at Manilla High School when my
parents decided it was time I
should leave the nest, at least tem-
porarily. The school cooperated by
granting a leave of absence and
the great adventure started in ear-
ly January.

Although my grandfather, Tom
J. White, was then assistant state

superintendent of printing and

»

| cherish my

few months with
Oley Nelson and
still think of him

with awe.

had an office in the Statehouse, he
and Nellie had a one-bedroom
apartment so [ didn't stay with
them.

Because we got along at first
meeting, Herman Kelch and I
wound up sharing a room on the
top floor of the Cherry Place Tea
Room, a restaurant-rooming house

just across Grand Avenue from

the Capitol grounds. We each paid
$5 a week for room and board.
The pay was probably about
$45 a month, making me richer
than I'd ever been. After turning
16 late in January, I bought my

~first suit, adding a hat for good

measure. In addition to learning a
bit about legislation, I gained an
early start on dealing with the
world.

Being on my own in the big city
in 1935 was no problem and [ re-
gretted having to resign before the
end of the session. To be eligible
for football as a senior, I had to
spend the last six weeks of the
second semester in Manilla class-
TOOMS.

Never having known a Civil
War veteran before or another
since, I cherish my few months
with Oley Nelson and still think of
him with awe. After a brief period
of correspondence, I lost touch
with Herman Kelch.

There was another Statehouse
regular I came to admire. George
Mills was an energetic young re-
porter for the lowa Daily Press As-
sociation, who my grandfather
thought showed great promise.
I've often wondered what hap-
pened to him.

Just kidding, Lefty.

MAURY WHITE is a retired Register
sports writer.

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.




Mr. and Mrs. Mike Nelson

October 3, 1969. Diann, daughter of Carl and Helen
(Torgerson) Denton, was bom on May 28, 1947 in Des
Moines. Diann graduated from North Polk Community
High School in 1965 and from the American Institute of
Business in Des Moines in 1968. Diann, a former court

Christopher Jay Nelson, 11

Amy Elizabeth Nelson, 4

reporter (stenotype shorthand), is employed part-time as a
typesetter by the Tri-County Times in Slater. She has
taught Sunday School at Bethlehem Lutheran Church for
many years and was a member of the Slater Historical
Centennial Book Committee.

They are the parents of two children: Christopher Jay,
born June 3, 1975 and Amy Elizabeth, born August 4,
1982. Chris began 8th grade at Ballard Junior High in the
fall of 1988 and Amy began 1st grade at Slater at the same
time. They reside on an acreage on the north edge of Slater.

Oley and Ingeborg Nelson

Oley Nelson

Among the well-established citizens of Story County
there were none who deserves more honorable mention than
Oley Nelson. He was a native of Rock County, Wisconsin,
born August 11, 1845 to Nels and Aase (Chrestensdotter)
Olson Evensrue, both of whom were natives of Rollag,
Numedal, Norway. They were married in Norway and came
to America in 1843, locating at Jefferson Prairie in Rock
County, WI. Oley's father entered 40 acres of government
land and in 1845 declared his intention of becoming a
citizen of the United States. In the spring of 1848 he
removed to Primrose, Dane County, WI, and entered 160
acres of land, which he proceeded to improve. On August
10, 1861, Nels enlisted in Company H, known as the Sugar
River Rifles, of the Eighth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry,
the regiment gaining a wide reputation as the Live Eagle
Regiment. The regiment left Camp Randall at Madison,
WI, about Oct. 1, 1861, and went to St. Louis, from there
going to Iron Mountain, Missouri, where they drove out the
rebels and secured the ore for the use of the government.
They then went to Raleigh and from that place to St. Louis
and thence down the Mississippi River, assisting in the
capture of Island No. 10. The regiment was then ordered to
Corinth and, after the capture of that city, to Vicksburg. On
the way from Corinth to Vicksburg, Oley's father received a
60-day furlough to enable him to visit his home as his
health had been seriously impaired. He went aboard a boat
at Memphis and came as far north as Keokuk, Iowa, when

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



he was taken off the boat in an unconscious condition and
conveyed to the hospital, where he died on August 4, 1862.

After the death of Nels, Oley and his mother continued to
live on the farm and Oley took charge of the work.
However, in the spring of 1864, dcsiring to take the place of
his father in defense of the Union, Oley cnlisted in
Comapny D, Fortieth Wisconsin Infantry, and was present
at the last capture of Memphis later in the same year. The
regiment was sent to Holly Springs and Jackson,
Mississippi, and at the latter place Oley was :aken sick with
fever and jaundice and in the fall of the year was sent home
on a furlough. He was in a very serious condition on his
arrival at Madison and was practically incapacitated for any
service for several months. Oley received an honorable
discharge from the Army in December of 1864.

Oley and his mother continued farming in Wisconsin until
1867. In the spring of 1867 Oley's mother disposed of the
equity she had in 80 zcres, receiving $225. They also
possessed a span of colts and three head of young heifers,
and having secured a prairie schooner started westward,
having decided to cast their lot in Iowa. Upon reaching the
Skunk River opposite Cambridge, Story County, Iowa, they
found the river bottom flooded, making it extremely
dangerous to attempt to cross with a wagon. Accordingly,
Oley left his mother upon the bank and hired a pilot for $5
to assist him in crossing with the wagon and animals. After
reaching the opposite shore he waded back, the water
reaching above his waist, and took his mother on his
shoulders, she being a small woman weighing only about
90 pounds, and carried her across in safety. The effort
practically exhausted him, but after resting a while they
resumed their journey and crossed the county line to Polk
County, subsequently locating on 80 acres of raw prairie. As
their resources were extremely limited, Mr. Nelson found it
necessary to sell the horses and wagon and purchase a yoke
of oxen, this transaction replenishing the treasury by about
$100. He hauled lumber and brick from Polk City to build
a house and they lived comfortably during the following
winter. In the fall of 1867 the grasshoppers ate up
everything green in that section and it was indeed a gloomy
outlook, especially as payments were due on the farm and
other obligations had been incurred.

In the spring of 1869, Oley Nelson sold the oxen and
wagon and went to Des Moines where he secured a position
the first day of S. A. Robertson to haul brick from his yard
at a salary of $30 per month and board. In the fall of the

157
Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.

Ingeborg Nelson and daughters

same year he received his first introduction to the mercantile
business in the house of Luce & Mahanna, his salary being
$15 per month, $12 of which he was obliged to pay for
board. He subsequently conducted a farmers boarding house
and in 1874 removed to Sheldahl where he erected the first
store building in the town. Oley was very instrumental in
starting the new town of Slater, when the railroad
mistakenly misplaced the tracks. The businesses needed
access to the railroad, so a decision was made to move 53
businesses and homes a mile north to Sheldahl Crossing;
now Slater. Mr. Nelson continued to run the General
Mercantile Store in Slater and worked as a grain buyer until
he retired on account of encroachments of age. He was
organizer of the Farmers Savings Bank at Slater and was its
first president and continued his service as a member of the
board of directors.

In December of 1869, Oley was united in marriage to
Miss Ingeborg Ersland of Cambridge, and to this union 10
children were born: George E., Elsie C., Carrie H., Anna
G., Bell O., Mattie A., Elmer O., Beatrice D., Kuttic A. and
Amos K. Kuttie and Amos died in infancy.

Politically, Mr. Nelson supported the Republican Party
and served in a number of responsible positions. He was
postmaster at Sheldahl from 1874 to 1880 and school
treasurer from 1874 to 1885, He was elected to the twenty-
first and twenty-second General Assembly (now Legis-
lature), serving in 1882 and 1884 with distinguished ability,
being especially active in behalf of better drainage laws,
better school laws and free textbooks. He served on the staff
of the Governor of Iowa for several years. He was scrgeant
at arms in the Iowa General Assembly for 14 years and
National Commander of the Grand Army of the Republic.
He was a delegate to the national Republican convention
which nominated James G. Blaine for president and was
employed many times by the state Republican committee as
a campaign speaker, appearing in more than 15 counties in
Iowa and in four counties in Minnesota. Religiously, he
was identified with the United Lutheran church, in which he
was for many years a prominent worker. The Nelson family
was very active in Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Slater. In
1904 he was elected president of the board of directors of St.
Olaf College and was a member of the board of the United
Norwegian Church of America, where he also served as vice
president.

Mr. Nelson possessed limited opportunities of school
education in his early life. His mother, however, was a



?;el.; and Ingeborg Nelson and two of their daughters, prior to

woman of fine education and was his principal teacher until
he came into contact with the world. His tastes were
originally for mechanical pursuits but conditions led him
into mercantile life, in which he attained deserved success.
As a public speaker he was highly efficient and his services
were in urgent demand. He was recognized as a leader
among Norwegians of Iowa, due to his high character and
marked business ability, and he was greatly esteemed
wherever he was known.

Nelson Park in Slater was named in honor of Honorable
Oley Nelson.

HONORABLE OLEY NELSON

Mr. Speaker: Your committee appointed to prepare
resolutions commemorating the life, character, and public
services of the Honorable Oley Nelson of Story County, beg
leave to submit the following memorial:

Oley Nelson was born in a log cabin in Rock County,
Wisconsin, on August 10, 1844, and passed from this life at
his home in Slater, lowa, on April 15, 1938. His father
served in the Civil War and died in service.

He enlisted June 17, 1864, in Co. D., 49th Wisconsin
Volunteer Infantry, which was known as the University
regiment. He was discharged September 16, 1864 after
illness rendered him unfit for further service.

In 1867 he came to Iowa in a covered wagon with his
mother. For a few years he worked in Des Moines and at
one time he worked for a contractor, hauling material to
build the State Capitol. He later engaged in mercantile and
banking business in Slater, always displaying keen interest
in his community. He represented Story County in the 21st
and 22nd General Assemblies and for 14 years served as
Sergeant-at-Arms of the House of Representatives. He was
a member of the Grand Army of the Republic Post No. 30
at Ames, Iowa for 40 years, and was a member of Grenville
M. Dodge Camp, Sons of Union Veterans for 27 years. He
was Department Patriotic Instructor and in 1827 was elected
Department Commander of Iowa. In 1931 he was National
Chief of Staff, and was elected Senior Vice Commander-in-
Chief the same year. He was elected National Commander-
in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic in 1935--the
third man from Iowa to attain that office.

While a member of the General Assembly, Mr. Nelson

“Oley and Kermode Nelson

was one of the foremost advocates for the establishment of a
Soldiers Home. It was largely through his efforts that one
was established at Marshalltown, Iowa.

Mr. Nelson was not only a good soldier, a loyal
statesman, but he lived up to every measure of a real citizen.
He contributed to the civic welfare of his hometown, Slater,
Iowa, which place remained his residence until the time of
his death. Though he gained national recognition as
National Commander of the Grand Army of the Republic, he
always remained, to his neighbors and friends, just plain
"Oley Nelson."

A fitting tribute was paid to Mr. Nelson by Ray Murray
in the following lines:

OLEY NELSON

"He shall not die!"

Although I stood beside his bier

And dropped a tear

To see the soldier I once knew,

Still garbed in blue

Asleep beneath the flag that he

Had fought to keep unstained and free.

Asleep he lay, nor knew nor heard

A single, solitary word

Of all the praise we offered here

To one so dear;

Just lay asleep, his fighting done,
Now mustered out with victory won.

The lights are out, "taps’ echo creeps
Across God's camp, our soldier sleeps;
But all the things for which he fought,
The ideals that he ever sought

Have been passed on to you and I;
He's answered Taps,

But shall not die!

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunle®¥s and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That in the passing
of the Honorable Oley Nelson, the County of Story and the
State of Iowa has lost a valuable and honored citizen and the
House of Representatives of the State of lowa, Forty-eighth
General Assembly, tender by this resolution its sincere
sympathy to the surviving members of his family in their
sorrow, and, .

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this
resolution be spread upon the Journal of the House of
Representatives and that the Chief Clerk of the House of

Representatives, Forty-eighth General Assembly, be
instructed to send an enrolled copy to the family of the
deceased.

Albert Steinberg, James E. Irwin, E. M. Lichty, Committee.

I hereby certify that the foregoing Memorial Resolution
was adopted by the House of Representatives, Forty-eighth
General Assembly.

A. C. Gustafson, Chief Clerk of the House.

Peter L. and Christina (Holland) Nelson

Peter L. Neilson was bormn in Copenhagen, Denmark on
August 22, 1866. He came to the United States at the age
of 17 years. Pete had studied the trade of a butcher in
Denmark and when he came to the United States he was
employed by his stepbrother, Lew Gamrath in the town of
Sheldahl, Iowa. When the town of Slater, Iowa was
founded, he established a butcher shop known as the
Tollefson-Nelson Meat Market--later being known as the
Nelson Meat Market. Pete operated his meat market until
his retirement in April of 1945, after 50 years as a Slater
businessman.

On October 6, 1896, Peter Nelson was married to
Christina Holland, who was born and grew up on the
Holland homestead northeast of Slater.

Three children were born to this union: Lester A., born in
1898; Virginia, born in 1900; and Leona, born in 1902.

Pete-Butch was widely noted for his homemade bologna,
which he made every Wednesday. People came from miles
around for this homemade delicacy. Sometime between the
time Pete left Sheldahl and established his business in
Slater, the family name was changed from Neilson to

Pete and Christina Nelson

Nelson. When or why the "i" was dropped from his name is
not known.

O. Halver and Bertha (Roe) Tesdahl

Bertha Roe Tesdahl

159

Bertha Roe Tesdahl, daughter of Ole and Katrine Roen,
was born in Skonevick, Norway on January 12, 1870. She
was educated in Norway and came to America at the age of
18. In 1892 she was united in marriage to Knute O. Roe
and they made their home in Marshalltown, Iowa. Five
children were born to the Roes: Oscar, Clarence, Sam,
Mable and Clara (Roe) Nelson.

O. Halver Tesdahl was born at Etne, Norway on
December 24, 1860. He came to America with his parents
in 1865. They located on a farm near Huxley, southwest of
the Palestine Church, where he grew to manhood. He
married Lea Larson in 1881. On June 4, 1904, O. Halver
married Bertha (Roen) Roe. They made their home north of
Slater, later moving into town.

LS

0

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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HONORABLE J. D. MORRISON

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee, appointed to prepare suitable resolu-
tions commemorating the life, character and public services of the late
Honorable J. D. Morrison of Grundy county, Iowa, begs leave to submit
the following report:

J. D. Morrison was born at Pittsfield, Illinois, on December 4, 1850.
He received his initial education at a distriet school near his home. He
also attended commercial college in Quincy, Illinois. After his graduation
from that school he moved to Clinton county, Iowa, where he taught school
for several years. In 1883 he was married to Carrie Atwood and to this
union there was born one daughter and one son. Mr. Morrison movad to
Reinbeck immediately after his marriage, where he was employed as a
bookkeeper. Later he entered the insurance and real estate business
and carried on this work for many years.

Mr. Morrison lived an active and full life. He was consistently elected
a delegate to the Republican party's county convention. During Presi-
dent Taft's administration he served as postmaster at Reinbeck. He
was also a member of many organizations, one of which was the Reinbeck
1. 0. 0. F. Lodge.

Mr. Morrison represented Grundy county in the state Legislature dur-
ing the Twenty-fifth, Twenty-sixth and Twenty-sixth Extra General As-
semblies. As a public sérvant his first thought was always of the sense
of duty he owed to the people of the stdte as a whole rather than to some
group which was seeking a special advantage for themselves.

Mr. Morrison passed away March 1, 1939, at the age of eighty-eight
years.

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Forty-
eighth General Assembly, That the state has lost a valued and beloved
citizen, and the House of Representatives would tender, by this resolution,
its sincere, heartfelt sympathy to his beloved family in their sorrow.

Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be spread upon
the Journal of the House and that the Chief Clerk be directed to forward
an enrolled copy to the family of the deceased.

C. W. Ross,
HENRY W. BURMA,
DeAN W. PEISEN,
Committee.

Unanimously adopted, April 12, 1939.

HONORABLE OLEY NELSON

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee, appointed to prepare resolutions ecom-
memorating the life, character, and public services of the Honorable Oley
Nelson of Story county, begs leave to submit the following memorial:

Oley Nelson was born in a log cabin in Rock county, Wisconsin, August
10, 1844, and passed from this life at his home in Slater, Jowa, on April
15, 1938. His father served in the Civil War and died in service.
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He enlisted June 17, 1864, in Company D, 49th Wisconsin Volunteer L
Infantry, which was known as the University regiment. He was dis- £
charged September 16, 1864, after illness rendered him unfit for further
service. {

In 1867 he came to Iowa in a covered wagon with his mother. For a
few years he worked in Des Moines and at one time he worked for a con-
tractor, hauling material to build the state capitol. He later engaged in
mercantile and banking business in Slater, always displaying keen inter-
est in his community. He represented Story county in the Twenty-first
and Twenty-second General Assemblies and for fourteen years served
as sergeant-at-arms of the House of Representatives.

He was a member of the Grand Army of the Republic Post No. 30 at
Ames, Iowa, for forty years, and was a member of Grenville M. Dodge
Camp, Sons of Union Veterans for twenty-seven years. He was depart-
ment patriotic instructor and in 1927 was elected Department Commander
of Iowa. In 1931 he was National Chief of Staff, and was elected senior ik
vice-commander-in-chief the same year. He was elected national com- Eo
mander-in-chief of the Grand Army of the Republic in 1935—the third
man from Iowa to attain that office.

While a member of the General Assembly, Mr. Nelson was one of the
foremost advocates for the establishment of a soldiers home. It was
largely through his efforts that one was established at Marshalltown,
Towa.

Mr. Nelson was not only a good soldier, a loyal statesman, but he lived
up to every measure of a real citizen. He contributed to the civic welfare -
of his home town, Slater, Iowa, which place remained his residence until
the time of his death. Though he gained national recognition as National
Commander of the Grand Army of the Republic he always remained, to
his neighbors and friends, just plain “Oley "Nelson.”

A fitting tribute was paid to Mr. Nelson by Ray Murray in the follow-
ing lines:

OLEY NELSON

“He shall not die!”

Although I stood beside his bier

And dropped a tear

To see the soldier I once knew, i
Still garbed in blue, .
Asleep beneath the flag that he ' !
Had fought to keep unstained and free.

Asleep he lay, nor knew nor heard
A single, solitary word

Of all the praise we offered here

To one so dear;

Just lay asleep, his fighting done,
Now mustered out with victory won.

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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The lights are out, ‘tap’s’ echo ecreeps
Across God’s camp, our soldier sleeps;
But all the things for which he fought,
The ideals that he ever sought

Have been passed on to you and I;

He's answered Taps,

But shall not die!”

Therefore, Be It Resolved, That_ in the passing of the Honorable Oley
Nelson, the county of Story and the state of Iowa has lost a valuable
and honored citizen and the House of Representatives of the state of
Towa, Forty-eighth General Assembly, tender, by this resolution, its sin-
cere sympathy to the surviving members of his family in their sorrow, and

Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be spread upen
the Journal of the House of Representatives and that the Chief Clerk
of the House of Representatives, Forty-eighth General Assembly, be
instructed to send an enrolled copy to the family of the deceased.

ALBERT STEINBERG,
JaMmEs E. IRwWIN,
E. M. LicHTY,
Committee.

Unanimously adopted,‘April 12, 1939.

HONORABLE JOHN ORR

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee appointed to prepare a resolution com-
memorating the life, character and public services of the late Honorable
John Orr of Keokuk county, begs leave to submit the following:

John Orr was born February 18, 1850 in County Down, Ireland, and
died at the home of Mrs. Jennie Garrett in Sigourney, Iowa, April 13,
1939, at the age of eighty-nine years, one month, and twenty-six days.
He suffered a stroke of paralysis from which he never rallied.

In 1870 he came with his parents, brothers, and sisters to America.
They settled in Rock Island county, Illinois. Six years later they moved
to Iowa, and in 1879, came to Keokuk county, locating on a farm near
Thornburg which was his home for fifty-nine years.

He was married January 12, 1898, to Anna L. Johnston who preceded
him in death in 1922. A brother, Robert Orr, with whom he was closely
associated in business, died last December. Surviving are three sisters,
Mrs. Jane Harding of What Cheer, Mrs. Agnes Dunbar of Cedar Rapids,
and Mrs. Belle Biglow of Edmonds, Washington.

Mr. Orr served as Keokuk county Republican Representative in the
Towa Legislature during the Thirty-ninth, Fortieth, and Forty-first
General Assemblies, He was prominent in Masonic circles and was made
a Mason in Ireland at the age of nineteen years, and has held a con-
tinuous membership in the Order more than seventy years. At the time
of his death he was a member of the Masonic Lodge and O. E, S. at
Thornburg, Iowa Consistory at Cedar Rapids and Shrine at Davenport.
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|nd iVidual Record FamilySearch™ Ancestral File v4.19
Oley NELSON (AFN: 20DT-QK2) Pedigree

Sex: M Family
Event(s)

Birth: 19 Aug 1844
, Clinton Twp., Rock County, Wi
Death: 15 Apr 1938
, Slater, Story County, la
Burial:
Bethlehemcemetry, Slater, Story County, la

Parents

Marriage(s)
Spouse: Ingeborg Knutsdtr ERSLAND (AFN: 20DT-Q70) Family
Marriage: 29 Jan 1869

Submitter(s) Details
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help in the coordination of research. The use of this information for any other purpose, including commercial
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You searched for Oley Nelson in Iowa

Name: Oley Nelson
Death Date: 1938
Page #: 248
Cemetery: Slater

Level Info: Tombstone Records of Story County, Towa(Inclucive)

Source Information:

Ancestry.com. fowa Cemnetery Recards [database on-line]. Prove, UT, USA: Ancestry.com
Operations Ine. 2000.

Original data: Works Project Administration. Groves Kegistration Project. Washington. D.C:: n.p.,
..

Deseription:

These cemetery records represent seventy-six connties and Graceland Cemetery of Sionx City,
Towa, in the united States. that were transcribed by the Works Project Administration. Records in
this database generally include the page number where the record ¢an be found inthe WPA index.
the name of the deceased. birth date; death date,; age. cemetery name, town name, and additional
comments if any. Learn more-,

Contact Us: 1-B00-ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Blog affiliates Gift Memberships.
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You searched for Ole Nelson in Iowa

Name: Ole Nelson
Residence: Madison, Winneshiek, Iowa

Class: 2
Congressional 3rd
District:
Age on 1 July 43
1863:
Race: White

Place of Birth: Norway

Source Citation: National Archives and Records Administration (NARA), Washington,
D.C.; Consolidated Lists of Civil War Draft Registration Records (Provost Marshal
General's Bureau; Consolidated Enroliment Lists, 1863-1865); Record Group
Number: 110; Title: Records of the Provost Marshal General's Bureau (Civil War),
Censolidated Enroliment Lists, 1863-1865 {Civil War Union Draft Records); ARC
Identifies: 4213514; Archive Volume Number: 3 of 3,

Source Information:

Ancestry.com. (LS., Civil War Oraft Registrations Records, 1863-1865 [database on-
line]. Prova, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010.

Original data:

Consolidated Lists of Civil War Draft Registrations, 1863-1865. NM-65, entry 172,
£20 volumes. Records of the Provost Marshal General's Bureau (Civil War), Record
Group 110. National Archives, Washington D.C

Description:

This Is a collection of Civil War Reqistrations from 1863-1865. There were four drafts
that inciuded 776,000 individuals in that time. The records contain class,
congressionat district, county, state, residence, name, age on July 1, 1863, race,
profession, married status, birthplace, former military service, and remarks. Learn
mg . s
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