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J. 4. Bruce, Pioneer
(itizen of County,
(alled to ngard

J. J. Bruce died at his home in this
city at 5:30 p. m., Thursday, Sept. 29,
11927, after an illness of eight months
almost to the minute after being con-
fined to bed. It was on the 29th day
of January at about 5:00 p. m. that
he was assisted to bed, not to leave it
again during his lifetime. It soon be-
came apparent that he had suffered
a stroke of paralysis that had rend-
ered his left side helpless. In the
early part of his illness he seemed to
suffer from stomach trouble, but if
in the later months he suffered pain,
he did not admit it, and always in re-
sponse to inquiries said he felt good
and had no pain. He was a patient
sick man; never complained during
his illness. He feared nothing, not
even death, and had repeatedly said
Ko was reddy to go when the call
came. He was appreciative of every-
thmg rlone Ior ,}um
"Early Elfe in Canada

James Josep}x Bruce was born at

swege, New York, Nov. §, 1843,
while his parents, Thos. and Mary
(Auld}) Bruce, were on their way
from County Monoghan, Ireland, to
Simcoe County, Ontario. He was the
youngest of five children, all of whom
he out-lived by many vears. His
mother passed away when he was less
than two years of age, and he was
raised in the homes of neighbors and
by an older sister. He was educated
in the public schools of Simcoe
county, and at the age of eighteen
vears, taught his first term of school.
After this he attended normal school
for a few months and then returned
te teaching and continued three years
in the same distriet.  Slightly after

school building was burned, n neigh-

harhnal neeal  doavalonod  and Me

the then county superintendent, W.
D. McEwen, at Old Rolfe, and granted
a certificate to teach, We have often
heard Mr. McEwen speak of the
splendid qualifications shown and ex-
amination passed. There were only
four school houses in the county at
the time, and Mr. Bruce first taught
in the Walsh school of Lizard town-
ship, In 1867 he erected a school
house in District No. 3. the Wiese
district, and in 1868, assisted by
Michael O’Shea, one in No. 4, the
Boyd diqtrict In 1867 he was elected

cnalns
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this electwn he was also elected to
two other offices — justice of the
peace and county supervisor,
Married in 1867

On March 4, 1867, he was united in
marriage to Mary J. Price, a resident
of the township since 1865. In:s.
Bruce survives him, and during his
last illness was constantly at his side,
night and day, if needed. She refers
to their life of sixty years together
as a happy one, without a misunder-
standing or trouble of any kind. They
have truly been lovers for sixty vears.
To this union were born ten children,
cight sons .and two daufters. Of
these Mary Ellen died in infancy dur-
ing the -typhoid epidemic of 1882;
Edward E. departed this life in 1915
at the age of thirty years; and Geo.
W. passed away in 1926 at the age of
fifty-three. The living children arve
William U., Omaha, Neb.; Marion,
Robert and James, of Rolfe; John I,
Des Moines; Bertha Belle Wilcox of
Roife; Harold C. of Des Moines. All
of them appreciate the advantage of
having had a kind and loving father,
always setting a Christian example
and givins good advice. In addition

to the. leaves nineteen grand-
childrer  na fifteen greatgrandchild-
ren.
A 0Old Rolfe
In 1860 iiruce was elected to
the off £ county treasurer and

moved to Old Rolfe, the county seat
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arried in Minneapolis
Miss Lind has held a
sition with the Glass
r about twelve years,
St two years has been
L t*~ Lennox Lumber
Aty salesman for
ply house. The newly-
€ in-Minneapolis.
is the daughter of Mr.
. Lind of Rolfe. While
'as knowh as a charm-
7, talented and affable.
a stranger to Rolfe
‘atulations are offered
viends of Mrs. Bruff in

Ve 1

—
WARD PASSES

»
LI |

the venerable father
ley .Moore, and past
f age, passed away at
1e in this city Wednes-
at 4:30 o'clock, after
considerable duration.
of the family, four in
been with him during
The funeral is being
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in the public schools of Simcoe
county, and at the age of eighteen
vears, taught his first term of school.
After this he attended normal school
for a few months and then returned
te teaching and continued three vears
in the same district, Slightly after
changing to a neighboring school, the
school building was burned, & neigh-
borhood quarrel developed and Mr,
Bruce decided to leave the commun-

LRV IV

ity, Armed with a first-grade certif-
icate, he started for the land of
promise — the west., Faw led him

to Chicago and then over the route
of the Illinois Central Railway, then
building, to Ackley, Iowa, the end of
the road. A stage took him to Iowa
Falls, and there, falling in with David
Wallace, another Canadian journeying
west, the advantages of Iocahontas
county were presented to him and he
decided it was the land of des.iny. The
journey from Jowa Falls, thru Fort
Dodge to Lizard township, was made
on foot. The distance was more than
seventy miles, and the belongings
needed for immediate use were carried
on the back. Streams had to be
forded and other obstacles overcome,
but it was these conditions that made
the pioneer a man of courage, faith,
perseverante and physical strength.
Mr. Bruce was not among the first
seitlers of the county. Ten years
previous & colony had settled on the
Lizard, and a few had settled in the
northeast corner of the county. After
the. Civil War opened settlements
ceased and those who were already in
the county had to abandon it tempor-
arily to earn a living. or remain there-
in on starvation rations and amidst
great hardships.
Arrived in County in 1866

Following the war the county be-
gan to fill up, and it was during this
second influx of citizens that the sub-
ject of this sketch arrived in. the
county during the summer of 1866.
The population of the county at that
time was slightly over two hundred.
August 20, 1866, he was examined by

to thc. leaves nineteen grand-
childrer  nd fiftern greatgrandchild-
ren.
Me Old Rolfe
In 1869 pruce was elected to
the off 1 county treasurer and

moved to Old Rolfe, the county seat
in that ea).y day. Here he lived until
the founding of the new town of Rolfe
in 1882, upon the arrival of the rail-
ways. In an early day, in partner-
ship with W. . McEwen, he estab-
lished a general store at the old town,
in which the postoffice was conducted.
It was the community center of those
times. The community was without
a physician, and the only means of
calling one was by riding on horse-
back over poor roads, first to Fort
Dodge, and later to Humboldt. To
fill an emergency he practiced med-
icine and conducted 2 drug store until
the arrival of Dr. W. W, Beam in
1881, when he gladly gave up this
responsibility, which he had filled
only to be of service to humanity.
Establishes First Newspaper

We find him in other activities, for
in 1869 he assisted in establishing
Poecahontas county's first newspaper,
The TPocahontas Journal, the first
issue of which appeared June 17 of
that vear, and the second issue being
circulated in Lizard township July 12.
This paper was printed by the late
B. F. Gue at Fort Dodge and was
called into existence because of the
need of a newspaper for official pub-
lications. The laws having changed
and the necessity no longer existing,
the publication was discontinued in
1872, As was the case in so many of
his activities, W. D. Mciiwen was as-
sociated with him in the publication
of this newspaper at first, and later
Thos. L. MacVey was his associate.
This newspaper venture must have
been pleasing to him, for in 1888 he
founded The Rolfe Reveillé at the
new town and continued as its editor
for several years. During this ex-
perience he came into prominence as
an able writer. He was a born cru-
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sader, an open fighter, had much lit-
erary ability and a penchant pen, and
his Reveille was known and quoted
far and wide. Frank H. Plumb was
associated with him in the publication
of The Reveille for a few years, and
later J. H. Lighter was a partner.
Admitted to Bar

Thus far we have found Mr. Bruce
a pioneer educator, pioneer merchant,
pioneer physician, pionerr journalist,
in all of which fields he was counted
fairly successful. But this was not
the end of his activities. He studied
law and was admitted to the bar in
1882 by Judge Duffie. He was a pro-
moter and real estate agent, and when
the Des Moines Valley Railway Co.
built thru from Tara to Ruthven, he
labored for the voting of a tax and
bought the right-of-way. He helped
to organize the Nortliwestern Land
Co., which owned the townsites along
this line, and was its president. He
was one of the leaders in the organ-
ization of the Pocahontas County
Mutual Insurance Co., and for a num-
ber of vears was its secretary. In

spite of all these activities he had
time for the study ef things spiritual
and was known as one of the most
interesting class leaders of the coun-
try. Of him we have heard ministers
say ‘that “he had more Scripture at
his tongue's end than any man they
had ‘ever known.” His remarkable
powgr--of memovizing continued with
him almost to the end of life.
Rolfe's First Mayor

After the incorporation of the new
town of Rolfe, he. became its first
mayor, also serving as president of
the sechool board and justice of the
peace. He represented the Seventy-
eighth Distriet, Pocahontas and Cal-
houn counties, in the state legislature
in 1886-1887, and was a member of
the county board of supervisors nine
vears during the ’eighties and 'nine-
ties, five of which years he acted as
chairman. His knowledge of the
county-in every department made him
a valuable servant in any office. He
rendered conscientious service fear-

“In the

surer and

neifer, hieir sales amounied to $414.00,
But the training she received in club
work was worth more than her
profits.

Marjory was on the beef demon-
stration team that won first place at
the Towa State FFair, Walter Campney
being the other member of the team.

A new calf club is to be organized
soon, and anyone interested may get
complete information from County
Agent Bowers. Bankers have already
indicated that they will loan money
to any reliable farm boy or girl who
wants to buy a good steer. The cor-
rected figures on the sale of the
calves in Chicago Tuesday of last
week are given below:

Marjory Vaughn —____ 9001bs. $16.00
Archie Layton _______ 8201bs. 15.25
Walter Campney ----840lbs. 15.25
'v'ir%il Vaughn _____10001bs. 15.25
Wilbert Layton ————__ $601hs.  14.00!
Walter Campney --..T50Ibs. 13.75
Robert Melson —____ 860Ms. 13.25
Marjory Vaughn .__..840lbs. 12.50

Edward Flaherty ---_900lbs. 13.00
Virgil Vaughn 8901bs. 12.00
Ten head: total weight 8,6601bs.;
average weight, 8661bs.; total money,
$1,215.93; a;;rage price, $14.04.

D. M. T. WOMAN’S CLUB TO MEET

The D. M. T. Woman’s Club will
meet Tuesday, Oct. 11, at the school

building. Each member is urged to|.

invite one person to unite with the
club. Don’t forget that this will be
dues-paying - day.

from his home country on faith and
sought a new home in a land of
promise. He drew the anology still
further by stating that he took the
faith of his fathers with him, and
clung to it to the end. Reference was
made to a Scriptural quotation con-
tained in a letter of recent years from
the departed to Rev. Lester which
showed that his faith had been un-
shaken by the disappointments of life
and the frailties of human nature.
Christ was his hope, and without Him
there was none. The floral offerings
were profuse. The departed loved
them, but had said he preferred them
in life rather than afterward. He
d-by yoluntegrs andt staff at the Statée Historigal Sacietyof
beautiful. Everything about the sei-

inger's County History says:
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years auring une  erguues g aoae-
ties, five of which years he acted as
chairman. His knowledge of the
county-in every department made him
a valuable servant in any office. He
rendered conscientious service fear-
lessly.  Of his public service Flick-
inger’s County History says: “In the
various offices to which he was called
he rendered the people of this county
a faithful and efficient service. None
ever questioned his ability or his in-
tegrity of purpose, and no one was
either better acquainted with the
county's affairs or endeavored to pro-
mote them more unselfishly than he.”
Years of Retirement

For the past twenty-five yewre My,
Bruce has lived in retirement, enjoy-
ing a rest from what must have been
a strenuous life, part of this time on
an acreage adjoining the city, and
of late years in 2 modest home in the
city, where he enjoyed the companion-
ship of a loving helpmate, and the
visits of friends and relatives as they
came and went. Towards the last he
was unable to converse with friends,
but he always said he knew them.
His declining months revealed the
ruggedness of his constitution and the
result of clean living. He had been
a total abstainer from liquor and
tobacco during all the years of mature
manhood. Long before the end the
mind had reconciled itself to the in-
evitable, but the physical body fought
death to the last ditch.

The Funeral Service

Funeral services were held at the
Preshyterian church Sunday after-
noon, the pastor, Rev. J. P. Lester,
conducting the same. Relatives and
friends, many of the latter of long
and who came long dis-
tances under unpleasant conditions,
filled the chureh to its capacity to pay
the last tribute one can pay to a de-
parted loved one and friend. The ser-
mon was exceedingly appropriate for
a pioneer. It was based upon the
eleventh chapter of Hebrews, dealing
with the nature and fruits of faith.
The departed was likened to the pat-

ctnrndino
R

riarch, Abraham of old, who went out

Christ was his hope, and without Him
there was none. The floral offerings
were profuse. The departed loved
them, but had said he preferred them
in life rather than afterward. He
had them both places. The music was
beautiful. Fverything about the sei-
vice was lovely, and the members of
the family feel deeply grateful to
all who participated, and to those who
tried to smooth the rugged way dur-
ing Father's illness as well as after
the final blow had fallen. Interment
was made in the family lot at Clinton-
Garfield Cemetery.

The relatives from a distance who
attended the funeral were: Mr. and
Mrs. W. U. Bruce and Dr. and Mrs.
Jerald J. Bruce of Omaha; Mr. and
Mrs. D. C. Kent of Quimby; Mr. and
Mrs. J. D. Kent of Des Moines; Mr.
and Mrs, Dan Kennedy, Mr. and Mrs.
James Bruce, Merwin and George
Bruce of Fort Dodge; Mr. and Mrs.
John E. Bruce and LeRoy Bruce, Mr.
and Mrs. Geo. Thompson, Mr. and
Mrs. Harold C. Bruce and daughter,
Carol, and Mrs. Blanche Shafler of
Des Moines; Mr. and Myrs. Jas. H.
Price of Sac City; Mrs. Cecil Dixon
of Waterloo, and Mr. and Mrs. Al
Turnquist of Chicago, who repre-
sented the family of the older sister,
Mrs. Keating, who had been a mother
to Father in his yvounger days.

We are writing this sketch of
Father’s life as a letter to the many
friends at a distance who have scan-
ned the columns of The Arrow week
after week to learn his condition andl
know they will be anxious to hear of!
Mother. She has stood the ordeal
nobly, like the brave woman she is,
and like she has been all thru his ill-
ness. A faithful wife and
mother never lived. She has given of
herself for an age for the comfort and
care of others, and we are hoping that
she may be spared to us yet many
vears, that we may show her our ap-
preciation of her splendid worth.
Mother is seventy-six; Father was
nearly eighty-four vearvs of age when
he answered the nal eall.
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hope every member of
Club will be present

guests,
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FUNERAL HOME FY

The Melintires have
for the Trick residence
of Garfield and Elm st
remodel the lower floor
home, The Leland Melr
was traded in on the ¢
family will occupy the
the upper story, in fact
moved. The lower floc
be made over to fit t
which work will be don
further improvements
later. The Melntires
when they are thru wi
Rolfe will have as fine :
as can be found outsid
Iowa. Funeral homes a
demand more and more
to be splendidly sup;ﬂ,
line. o
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ROLFE BARBERS B(

The barbersof Roli
with those ovér the sta
their prices, We hold ;
fend the barbers, but
cently eracted a con
greatly increases the ¢
ing. It is in line witl
that have taken place ¢
twenty vears to increa
doing business, but it :
lic must have it. The
a business today that b
cost of conduct increa
percent on account of
port a ‘commission’
rules. Often the rules
sion cause more increac
itself. The law prese
towels, sterilized inst
each operation, and ms
take time and cost mo
demand these things
they must pay for the

The Methodist ladie:
as the date for their

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.





