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PIONEERS

OF

MARION COUNTY,

CONSISTING OF A
General History of the County

FROM ITS EARLY SETTLEMENT TO THE PRESENT DATE. ALSO, THE GEO-
GRAPHY AND HISTORY OF EACH TOWNSHIP, INCLUDING BRIE¥
BIOGRAPHICAL SEETCHES OF S80OME QF THE MORE PROMINENT
EARLY SETTLERS IN EACH, TOGETHER WITH NUMEROUS
INCIDENTS ILLUSTRATIVE OF PIONEER LIFE MORE
THAN TWENTY-FIVE YEDARS AGO.

By WM. M. QONNEL.

DES MOINES, IOWA :
REPUBLICAN BTEAM I'RINTING HOUSE.
1872,




273 Lioneers of Marion County.

CHAPTER XXII.

Union Township—Geography and FEar 'ty Llistory— Town-
ship Officers—Names of First Settlers — Sime n Ley-
nolds—A One-man Garrison—A Lamily Council—An-
drew Startz— il Malling Adventure— A Dog Trial and
a Biy Drunk—Samuel Teters— Sickness and Privation—
A Long Walk—.1 Successful Wolf' Hunt—Saving the
Corn— Borrowing—The First Sehool Teacher.

Ou the Tth of October, 1850, in compliance with a petition,
it was ordered by the Commissioners that all of town. 76, range
20, south of the river, and all of 77, same range, south of the
river, be called Union township, from and after the flri‘ Mun-
day of April; 1851,

This township is bounded on the north by Red Rock, with
the Des Moines river as its boundary line; on the east by DPulk,
on the south by Knoxville, and on the west by Pleasant Grove
and Swan.

There is no stream of any considerable size coursing througly
this township, but many small crecks, the largest of which is
Camp ereck.  That portion Iying contignens to the river is
somewhat hilly, but well timbered. The strip margining the
river is mostly flat bottomn land, partly prairie, the most noted
of which is Butcher’s prairie.  In some places the uplands ter-
minate in abrupt rocky cliffs, The southern portion of the
township is mostly upland prairie, and is a goud farming dis-
trict.

The first election in this township was held at the liouse of
William Dallard, April 2, 1851, After the appointment of
W Ballard, Geo. Teters and Simeon Reynolds, as judges
of the clection, and Westley Teters and Wm. M. Norris, as

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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{ I
{ |
: clerks, the following named officers were elected: Wm. M. '

Norris and Samuel E. Teters, Justices of the Peace; Andrew |

Startz, Wm. Ballard and Alfred Reese, 7rusfees; James Amos,

T'reasurer; John W. Broadess, and Robert Gusten, Constables; !
non- Andrew Startz and Samuel Ballard, Zoad Supervisors ; '
Rey- and Simeon Reynolds, C'lerk. No record of the number of
An- votes cast.

o The names of a majority of those who settled in the town-
PO ship at an early date are, Simeon and Geo. Reynolds, Wm.
 the Richard and John Butcher, HHiram Steel; Duncan Neil,
Vandenford, John Flanders, Robert Gusten, Andrew Startz,
) Samuel, Geo. and Westley Teters, and Wm. Luty.
tion, Jolin Flanders now lives in Red Rock township, having sold
AVED his claim to William DBallard at an early date. Wm. Luty
f the came from Ross county, Ohio, in 1843. Died August 21st,
\on- 1871. ..
= Simeon Reynolds was born in Duchess county, New York, :
with March 16, 1786, moved to Ohio in 1816 or’17,and from thence i
olk, to Marion county, November, 1845, elected a member of the ;
ki State Legislature and served in the House in 1847. Died '
April 21st, 1852. !
rugh Mrs. Amanda Reynolds, his widow, still lives on the farm |
ch is they first settled on, on Butcher’s prairie, and his two sons,
or i8 who also took claims at the same time, live in the neighbor- |
; the bood. Mrs. R. was the first white woman that become a citi- l
oted zen of this part of the country. ‘
ter- On their arrival, November 2d, Mr. Reynolds and family took i
the lodging in a little cabin formerly owned by Butcher, to whom -
dis- the government had granted the privilege of making settlement !
there as early as 1842, in consideration of services he had ren- |
g ; dered by repairing or making roads. The claim was at this |
t of time owned and occupied by Steel and Neal, of whom Mr. R. |
ges purchased it. Soon atter this Vanderbilt entered a portion of !
, 88 this claim, securing a title theretor, then took a fortified posi- l <

17 :
Source: | Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, oines, lowa.
' fhbic 223




274 Pioneers of Marion County. I

tion on the opposite bank of the river in order to hold it. But :
he was at length persuaded to capitulate by giving a deed
for the land, which he did, and received his entrance money.

The first summer of their residence here was extremely
warm, and for a time every member of the family was pros-
trated by the ague, and consequently much reduced in the way
of subsistence. Discouraged at the prospect, Mr. Reynolds
began to entertain serious thoughts of returning to the East;
but this, he also thought, would be an arbitrary act, in case it
should be contrary to the wishes of at least a majorily of the
family. So he convened a council of all who were of a suffi-
cient age to understand and appreciate the importance of the
question, to discuss it fully, and then vote as their judgments
dictated. In spite of the most persnasive argument manifest
W | in the pale faces of every member of this model republic in

I*' favor of returning to their old home, a decided majority was

against it, and all peaceably yielded to the decision.

Some time during the winter of '45-6 Mr. Reynolds and bis
sons erected a new house 24 by 18 feet square, of hewed logs
and lumber, there not being a sawed board about it. For

' some time this dwelling served as a house of entertainment for
immigrants going up the country, and was often so full that
there was scarcely room for all to lie down.

Andrew Startz was a native of Pennsylvania, from whence
be began to move westward in 1805, till he arrived at Barling-
! ton, Iewa, in 1839, and from thence to the White Breast Settle-
:, ment, in 1844 or ’45, and finally settled in Union. Since then
5 be has been to Calitornia two or three ttmes. He is now'a
citizen of Missouri.

In 1844 Mr. Startz wont to Burlington to get some corn
he had cultivated there, and took thirty-six bushels of it to get
ground at Waterville. In this trip he was greatly detained by '
high waters, and did not reach home till about the end of six
weeks. During this time Mrs. Startz and two of the children
cultivated fifteen acres of corn with hoes and kept it clean.

—— e —
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1850 United States Federal Census - Ancestry.com

anccstry
You searched for Simeon Reynolds in Iowa

Page 1 of 1

Name: Simeon Reynolds
Age: 65
Estimated birth  abt1785
vear:
Birth Place:  Connecticut
Gender: Male
Home in 1850  Marion, lowa
(City,County State):
Family Number: 170
Household Name Age
Members:  gimenn Reynolds 65
Amanda Reynolds 49
Albert Reynolds 21
James Reynolds 28
Harry Reynolds 21
Hiram Reynolds 9
Nancy Reynolds 19

Source Citation: Year: (550; Census Place: , Marfon, lowa: Roll My32_ 187 Page: 2308;
Image: 345.

Source Information:

Ancestry.com. 1850 United States Federal Census [database on-line ). Provo,
UIT. USA: Ancestry.com Operations. Inc., 2009. Images reproduced by
FamilvSearch.

Original data: Seventh Census of the United States, 1850; (National Archives Microfilm
Publication M432, 10049 rolls}; Records of the Burenu of the Census, Record Group 29: National
Archives, Washington, D.C

Description:

“This database is an index to individuals ennmerntod in the 1850 United States Federal Censiis,
the Seventh Census of the United States, Census takers recorded many detnils ineluding
person’s name, age as of the census day, sex, color birthplace, occupation of males ove
fifteen, and mare. No relationships were shown between members of a househald, Additionally,
the names of those listed on the paptlation schedule are linked ta netunl images of the 1850
Federal Census. Learn mare..

Contact Us: 1-B00-ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Agdvertising

15972010 Ancestry.com Corporate Information PRIVACY POLICY Terms and Conditons

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.

http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dl1?indiv=1&db=1850usfedcenancestry%2c&rank... 10/17/2010



Simeon Reynolds - Ancestry.com

anccstry Hi,

Home  Family Trees Search Collaborate Learning Center

You are here Trees » OneWorldTree® > Simeon Reynolds

PERSONAL INFORMATION

[l Simeon Reynolds John Reynolds.
Born: 10 Mar 1786 ——
Hill, New London, Connecticut, USA
Died: 21 Jan 1852 e = 1

Red Oak, Montgomery, lowa, USA | Mary Morgan

l View person's info

Famlily Historical Records Family Facts
Family Groups
Spouse 1

Honor Nowlen
Born: 19 Dec 1783 in Norwich, New London, Connecticut, USA
Died: 13 Aug 1822 in Mentor, Lake, Ohio, USA

Marriage: 15 Feb 1805 in Broome, Schoharie, New York, USA

Children Sex  Birth

Edwin Reynolds M 1807 in Mentor, Lake, Ohio, USA

Mary Ann Reynolds F 17 Oct 1809 in Broome, Schoavie, New York, USA
Spouse 2

Amanda Gavitt
Born: 1800 in Albany, Albany, New York, USA
Died: 1868 in Mentor, Lake, Ohio, USA

Marriage: 20 Apr 1823 in Ohio, USA

Children Sex

Harry Reynolds M

Birth
1839 in Little Mt, Geauga, Ohio, USA

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Blog Affilates  Advertising

1097 1010 Ancestry com Corporate Information PRIVACY POLICY Terms and Condisons

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.

http:/trees.ancestry.com/owt/person.aspx?pid=32823917

nelenjwhl Sign Out

DNA. Puplish

B See Pedigres View

Gamahbel! Reynolds

Sarah Haren

Hessages (14)

Page 1 of 1

My Account Halp To-Dos Quick Links

Shop Hirg an Expert Add to Quick Links

PAGE TOOLS

View person’s info

|m 8

| E f Start an Ancestry Member Tres
’ with Simeon Raeynolds

=y Find famous relatives 5774

HISTORICAL RECORDS

20 User-submitted trees

More info »

View Info

View Info

10/17/2010



Simeon Reynolds - Overview - Ancestry.com

anccstry

Home Family Tress Search Coliaborate Learning Center

Gammel Family Tree View family Tre=  Qwner:  annehenson2d

Simeon Reynolds

Birth 10 Mar 1786 in Hill, New Longon, Connecticut, United States
Death 21 Jan 1852 in Red Oak, Montgomery, Iowa, United States

Shiow immediate tamily More optons

Overview  Facts and Sources  Media Gallery Comments  Member Connect

Media Gallery (seeall)

Photos(0)

Stories (1)

Audiol0) Story
Video(0) Ploneers of M...

Timeling { View detail )

1786 Birth
10 Mar Hill, New London, Connecticut, United States

Marriage to Honor Nowlen

1805

15 et Dely, Defaware, New York, United States
Age: 18

Deatt

1852 o

21 dan Red Oak, Montgomery, Towa, United States
Age: 65

Comments

No comments have been added yet.

Add a comment

Page 1 of 2

helemywnl SgoCul  Messagea [14]) My Account Halp To-Dos Quick Links
DNA  Pubiish Shop  Hite an Expert Ade to Quick Links

Home Person fing & person in ths tree

Save this person o your ree
Comment on thes

Family Members
Parents

John Reynolds
1761 - 1840

Mary Morgan
1759 - 1832

Shere i
1 source otat:on
Spouse & Children

1763 - 1822

Gamalie! Roynolds
1805 - 1806

John Reynoids
1807 - 1884

Mary Anne Reynolds
1809 - 1889

Betsey Reynoldy
1616 - 1897

Edwin Reynolds
1819 - 1893

Samuel Reynolds
1822 - 1904

Harry Reynolds
1839 - 1912

Family graup sheet

Source Information view detads

i citations provide evidence for Name, Birth

2 citations provide evidence for (Simeon Reynolds)

Web Links

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.

http://trees.ancestry.com/tree/18992803/person/856587840?ssrc=

10/17/2010



1owa Lemetery Kecords - Ancestry.com rage 1 ot 1

ancestry
You searched for Simeon Reynolds in Iowa

Name:  Simeon Reynolds
Death Date: 12 Apr 1852
Page=: 63
jirth Date: 1796
Cemetery:  Reins
Town: Union
Comment:  wif: Amanda
level Info:  Cemetery Records of Marion County, Iowa
Source Information:
Ancestiv.eom fowa Cemerory Records [database on-inel. Provo, UT, USA: Anevstry.com
Chperatiomny Ine, 2000,
Orighoal dati: Works Project Adminlstration. Craves Regisrration Projeet, Washington, D.C
np..nd

Deseriplion:

vcomments if any. Learn more..

Contact Us: 1-B00-ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Advertisng

19572010 Ancestry.com Corporate Information PRIVACY POLICY Terms and Conditions
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S1imeon Keynoldas ( - 1332) - Fina A urave viemorial rage 1 o1 1

Fiup A Grave join us on Facebook for a special offer
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Actions
Begin New Search
Refine Last Search
Cemetery Lookup %
Add Burial Records Simeon Reynolds

Help with Find A Grave
Memorial Photos Flowers Edit

Learn about upgrading this memorial...

Find all Reynoldses in:
o Rees Cemetery

e Pleasantville Birth: unknown

e ‘Marion County Death: Apr. 12, 1852
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e Find A Grave Inscription:
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Success Stories gu"'a|é »
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Fiup A GRAVE 1930 US Census Records Search the Only Complete Online Collection of US Census 1790-1930. www ancestry com

Soc. Security Disability Free Disability Evaluation. Get Immediate Help Now. www BinderAndBinder.com
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