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• ID: 118938 
• Name: Josiah C LIFTO 
• Surname: Clifton 
• Given Name: Josiah 
• Sex: M 
• Birth: 11 Nov 1799 in , Surry, North Carolina, USA I 2 

o -• Death: 1 Apr 1876 in . Bastrop, Texas, USA -.) 
• VlD: 2FFODOE21 AB05644985I D289B0087BDF8B9F 
• Nole: 

see my # 777:703-704,726 

116.0 JOSIA H CLIFTON 

Jos iah and Sally were married in Casey County, 
Kentucky about 1819. 

By 1830 the family had moved to Macon County, 
Ill inois. DeWitt did not become a county until I 
May 1839; Josiah li ved in that portion of Macon 
County. 

Per the 1830 census for Macon County, Illinois 
Jos iah Cli fton, age 30 to 40, and his wife, age 30 to 
40, and 6 children of the correCI ages were living 
there. Also a male, 20 10 30. likely one of Josiah's 
step brothers. 

1882 History - Clinton ia Township, DeWitt 
County, Illinois 
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The first land entries of C lintonia were as follows: 
November 29th, 1830-JOSIAH CLIFTON entered 
the east half o f the north-east quarter of section 33. 
At the same date Samuel Curtright entered the 
south-east quarter of section 31. JOHN CLIFTON 
entered the west half of the north-east quarter of 
section 33, December 6th, 1830. The next entry was 
not made until April 1. 1834, which was the north 
half of the no rth- cast quarter of section 34, which 
was by J. Allen and J. W. F. Clinton - - - - -­
FIRST SErrLEM ENTS 
The [irst to settl e within the limits of this township, 
were two brothers , Benjamin and LANDERS 
SLATTEN, natives of Kentuck y. Their father, 
Joseph Slatten, came to Illinois in a very early day 
and settled in Sangamon county. In the winter of 
1828-9), Benjamin and LANDERS left the parental 
roof, (then s ingle men), and squatted in sec tion 34, 
C lintonia township. They built a small cabin where 
they remained un til the summer of \830, cultivating 
a small patch of ground in corn and garden 
vegetab les. In the above year JOSIAH CLIFTON 
bought out thei r little improvement ri ght, and 
proceeded 10 break the prairie and improve quite all 
extensive farm for those days. Thomas Davenport, 
now residing in Texas township, drove the catt le to 
break the first prairie on this farm. This was the 
first fa rm improved in the township, and is now 
owned by Hickman Mills, and is situated a little 
west 0(ClillI0n. Benjamin and LANDERS 
afterwards married in the county and brought up 
[amities. The fanner married Miss Henrietta Lane 
of Waynesv ille, in 1832. But one child was born of 
thi s union, Eliza, now deceased. Mrs . Slatten li ved 
but a few years after the birth of their ch ild. 
Benjamin afterwards married agai n, and moved to 
McLean county. A few years ago he moved to 
Missouri , where he died. LANDERS lived some 
years in the COUllty. and subse- quently moved to 
Kansas, where he yet res ides. None of the family 
are now li vi ng il1 De Win county. Alexander 
Barnett is the oldest pioneer citizen of - - -
- - - The fi rst church-house was erected by the M. 
E. Church denomination in the south part of the 
city. It was a frame building and is now owned and 
occupied by the Rev. Adams for a residence. 
JOSIAH CLI FTON was elected first justice of the 
peace, and Jefferson 1. Cross and Allen Nash were 
among the first. The first 

Josiah served as a Private in the Macon County 
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Ill inois Vol unteers during the Black Hawk War of 
1832. 
He was mustered out of service in May 1832 at the 
end of the uprising. Only on 1 March 1839 were 
portions o f Macon and McLean Counties made into 
DeWitt County . 

By 1835 the family had moved to Lee County, 
Iowa. 

Per the 1850 census for Lee County, Iowa Jos iah 
Clifton, age 52, a farmer, born in Kentucky, and hi s 
wife, Sally, age 42, born in Kentucky, and 5 
children, we re li ving there. The 3 older chi ldren 
were born in Ill inoiis and the 2 younger children 
were born in Iowa. Li vi ng next door was hi s half 
brother, William Clifton, age 45, a fanner, born in 
Kentucky, and hi s wife, Delila, age 40, born in 
Kentucky, ancl thei r 7 children. The 3 older children 
were born in Kentllcky and the 4 younge r children 
we re born in Iowa. 

By 1860 the family had moved to Lavaca County, 
Texas. 

Per the 1870 census for Lavaca County, Texas, 
Josiah Clifton. age 70. a farmer, born in North 
Caroli na, and hi s wife, Rosina, age 52, born in 
Tennessee, and William Conway, age 17. and 
Martha Conway. age 14, likely Rosina's chi ld ren, 
both born in Texas, were liv ing there . They are 
living nex t door to the family of Rosina's son, 
Henry Conway, age 21, and his famil y. 

for more complete detail s see the work of Patt ie 
Carter and her mother at PIES GENEALOGY on 
Worl d Connect at rootsweb.com . 

• Change Date: 2 1 Mar 2006 at 09:44:33 

Father: Job CLIFTON b: ABT 1765 in , North 
Carolina/Mary land , USA 
Mother: Sarah b: ABT 1770 in of, Surry, North Carolina, USA 

Marriage 1 Sarah Jane "Sall y" FRENCII b: 12 Feb 1799 in , 
Adair. Kentucky, USA 

• Married: ABT 18 19 in . Casey, Kentucky, USA 

Child ren 

I. Dinah CLIFTON b: 28 May 1820 in Liberty, Casey, 
Kentucky, USA 
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2. t Jamcs I\lcxnndcr CLIFTON b: 28 Mar 1822 in Liberty, 
Casey, Kentucky, USA 

3. t Francis ivlarion CLIFTON b: 14 Feb 1823 in Liberty, 
Casey, Kentucky , USA 

4. Dorothy "Dolly" CLlFTDN b: I Feb 1826 in , Casey, 
Kentucky, USA 

5. • Elizabeth "Betsey" CliFTON b: I Jan 1828 in ,Casey, 
Kentucky, USA 

6. Isaiah CLIFTON b: 28 Sep 1829 in, Macon-now 
DeWitt , Illinois, USA 

7. Sophia CLIFTON b: 17 Apr 1831 in " Illinois, USA 
8. Josiah CLIFTON b: 17 lun 1833 in, , Illinois, USA 
9. • John F. CLIFTON b: 18 Feb 1835 in, , Illinois, USA 

10. • Thomas L. CLIfTON b: ABT 1836 in , , Illinois, USA 
II. • Job eLl FTON b: 5 Jun 1838 in , Lee, Iowa, USA 
12. Sara Jane CLIfTON b: 20 Oct 1840 in Fort Madison, 

Lee, Iowa, USA 
13. William J. CLIFTON b: 4 May 1842 in of, Lee, Iowa, 

USA 

lv/arriage 2 Rosanna "Rosina" CONWA Y b: 1818 in , , 
Tennessee. USA 

• Married: 18 Jul 1868 in, Lavaca, Texas, USA 

Sources: 

I. Repository: 
Name: Clark M Leonard 
Newport Beach, CA 92660 
USA 
cm leonard I@ cox.net 

T itle: The Leonarcls ancl Related Families; 1993 (revised 
2006) 
Autho r: Clark M Leonard 
Publication: unpubl ished, available 

2. Title: Federal Census, Lee County, Iowa, 1850 
Note: Division 28 

3. Title: Federal Census, Lavaca County, Texas, 1870 
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Husband 
Josiah Clifton 

Birth : 11 NOV 1799 , Surry, North Carolina 
Christening: 
Marriage: Before 1820 <, Lee, Iowa> 
Death: 
Burial : 

Wife 
Sarah Jane French 

Birth: 12 FEB 1799, , Kentucky 
Christening: 
Marriage: Before 1820 <, Lee, Iowa> 
Death: 
Burial : 

Father: John Elson French 
Mother: Dolly Spencer 

Children 

1. Sarah Jane Clifton 
Female 

Birth : 20 OCT 1840 , Lee, Iowa 
Christening: 
Death : 03 JAN 1911 
Burial : 

2. Thomas Clifton 
Male 

Birth: < 1842> <, Lee, Iowa> 
Christening: 
Death : 
Burial: 
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1850 United States Federal Census 

Josiah Clifton 

52 

abt 1798 

Ik rll p;~ n" Kentucky 

Ccnuer' Male 

Home in 1850 Division 28, Lee, Iowa 
(City, Counly ,State): 
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Family Group Record 

FamilySearch ™ International Genealogical Index v5.0 

Family Group Record 
Search Results I Download 

Husband 
Josiah Clifton 

Birth : Aboul 1787 
Christening: 
Marriage: < 1839> <Desmoines Co, , , Iowa> 
Death: 
Burial: 

Wife 
Sarah Jane French 

Birth: About 1789 <Oesmoines Co, , , Iowa> 
Christening: 
Marriage : < 1839> <Oesmoines Co, , , Iowa> 
Death : 
Burial: 

Children 
None 
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Ancestry ,com - t'amllY uata L..O lleCtion - mnns t'age I or I 

ancestry 

Family Data Collection - Births 

Nam e: Sarab Clifton 

Falher: Josiah Clifton 

Mother: Sarah Jane French 

Birth Date: 8 Jun 1840 

City: Lee 

Stale: IA 
Cou ntry : USA 
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