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new enterprises. In March, I883, the institu­
tion became the Commercial National Bank, 
with a capital stock of $so,ooo. The manage­
ment of the institution exhibited commendable 
public spirit in encouraging and financing new 
enterprises, by which policy it won favor among 
the most enterprising citizens of Waterloo. 
The bank financed most of the wholesale houses 
and factories on the East Side since its organ­
ization, thereby securing a large clientage ·and 
at the same time promoting the general interests 
of this section. The stockholders of the bank 
are identified with the majority of the wholesale 
and manufacturing houses on the East Side. 

In I 899 the capital stock was increased to 
~~oo,ooo. In January of that year the bank 

las made a United States depository, being 
the first to be established between Cedar Rapids 
and St. Paul, thus evidencing its high standing 
abroad as well as at home. . The $so,ooo de­
posits that were in the bank in I884 had in­
creased to $6oo,ooo by December I, I 902. In 
January, I903, the charter was renewed for 
two years and the capital increased to $2oo,ooo, 
with a surplus of $so,ooo. 

W. W. Miller, the president of this strong 
financial institution, is a quiet and accommodat­
ing but withal a forceful gentleman, who has 
taken a most active interest· in the promotion 
and securing of new rn~nufacturing concerns 
for Waterloo. He has been a resident of 
Waterloo ·since he was 34 years old and has 

__ been for years an officer of the East Side School 
Board. He has taken part in many movements 

--nfpublic moment, and holds a high place among 
the solid citizens of the city. 

Ill. ON. THOMAS WELSTEAD, chair­
man of the Board ~f Supervisors ·of 
Black Hawk County, Iowa, ex-mem­
ber of the. State Legislature, and a 

very prominent and useful citizen of Waterloo, 
is one of the pioneer settlers of Bennington 
township. Mr. Welstead was born in Allegany 
County, New York, January 24, 1838, and is a 
son of John and Margaret (Wilcox) Welstead. 

John Welstead and wife were both natives 
of England, where they were married just prior 
to removing to Canada. They made the voy­
age to Montreal in a sailing vessel. Later Mr. 
Welstead located in Allegany County, New 
York, where he followed his trade of shoe­
making. Both parents died in New York, the 
mother when our· subject was a lad of eight 1 

years. The family consisted of seven children, 
all of whom reached maturity, and five of 
whom still survive, one on the old home place 
and four in Western States. 

Thomas Welstead was only a child of 10 

years when he left the parental roof, which the 
loss of his mother made seem less a home. He 
went to school in Allegany County and was a 
classmate of United States Senator Teller, long 
before the great silver deJ)osits were found in 
the West that made the latter a millionaire. 
Mr. Welstead remain~ inNew York until he 
had attained his majority, working faithfully 
and industriously at whatever he found to do 
in the way of honest labo·r, but watching for 
an opening to better his condition. In 1863 
he left the Empire State for the West and lived 

y iYs-in Carroll County, Illinois, engaged 
in farm work, before he came to Black Hawk 
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County, Io,,·a. in the iall of 1S6_j. .\t first hi~ 
-------

home was a log structure in Lester tu\\ n~hip. 

,,-hich he abandoned \\·hen he settled on his 

fir:-;t tract of So acres, upon \\·hich he built a 

frame dwelling. 

-:\Ir. \Velstead was one of the first settlers 

in Bennington to\'mship and at that time ,,·ild 

game ,,·as still plentiful. prairie chickens abund­

ant and wild flowers decked the whole country 

with surpassing beauty. His first fe\Y years 

were f-Illed with strenuous \\·ork and he \vas 

obliged, like others, to endure many of the pri-

vations necessarily attendant upon pioneer life. 

but perseverance and industry brought their 

reward. Soon acre \Yas added to acre, the 

whole extent of the property under his control 

was put under cultivation. substantial buildings 

were erected, orchards and shade tree::; \Yere set 

out, and comfort and plenty took up their abode. 

l\I r. \Vel stead purchased lane! until he O\Ynecl a I 
farm of 240 acres, \Yhich he sold in order to 

remove to \Vaterloo. to giYe his children edu­

cational advantages. Later he purchased a 

farm of r6o acres in East \Vaterloo ,to\Ynship. 

which he still retains. 

After settling in \ Vaterloo, -:\f r. W elsteacl 

engaged in the buying and shipping of stock. 

Statl~ Iinuse ,,f Repre:-;entati,·es, and during 

Tl!S term nf ul-l1ce sen·ed hi:; county \\·ell. He 

\\·as nn the sehoul committee \Yhen the second 

appropriatiun \Y<~:S made for the Iu,,-a State 

:\nrmal School at Cedar Falls. In 1879 he 

\\·a;; elected a memher of the Board of County 

Supen·isors, of which he is no\\· chairman. He 

has sen·ecl on the committee on county build­

ings: \Yas chairman of the committee h;-n·ing in 

charge the building of the Conrt House; did 

the main superintending on the part of the 

Board of Supen·isors of the \vork of lmilcling 

the -:\lelan .-\rch Bridge acros,; the Cedar RiYer 

at Fourth street in \ \'aterloo: and sen·ecl also 

on the committees on the insane. the poor and 

Poor House. His energetic en <lea ,-ors have 

enahled him to do much fur Black Hawk 

County. and all his public sen·ices have been 

of such a nature as to increase the esteem in 

which he is held. He has also sen·ed as a 

director of the Board of Tracie. 

At Allegany., .:\ew York. -:\fr. \Velstead was 

married to Lucy Bennett, a daughter of Henry 

Bennett, and three children \Yere born to this 

union. Yiz.: Clarence H .. of \\'aterlno. \vho 

married Katherine Schutzer. and has t\VO chil­

dren: 1\-:lerta B .. \vhn is the wife of D. \\·. Jor-

in which business he continued during I 5 years. dan. who is interested in a manufacturing busi­

\Vhile residing on his farm in Bennington t0\n1- ness in \Vaterloo: and Fred E .. a graduate of 

ship he served as school director. township the \\'aterloo 1-iigh Sclwnl and of Cornell Col­

trustee and township assessor. and on all occa- lege at -:\lunnt Vernon. \Yho is 110\Y a teacher 

sions displayed the public spirit and desire to of science and geometry at the Decorah. Icma. 

be of service to his feiiO\\. citizens that has been High School. 

one of his notable characteristics. ln rR82 he -:\fr. \Velstead 1::: nn11 eng-a,g-ed in platting 

-----..,\\~'arcs.---,ehle""ctecl by the Republican party. of \\·hic-h P :~ere> IWaJ.:.J.UsJwme on Laf:n·ette street in 

he has always been a staunch adherent.· to tl1e tom1 lots. He O\\·ns considerable other city 
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property. Fraternally, he is a member of the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows lodge at 
Waterloo. His portrait accol;llpanies this 
sketch. 

OSES RICKER, deceased. in the 
prosperity of every community may 
be traced the controlling influence 
of a limited number of its citizens, 

who, by reason of peculiar business qualifica­
tions, and high personal characteristics, become 
unmistakably identified with its public and pri­
vate life. The city of Waterloo has had such 
citizens, and JX?rhaps few have been better 

(_··---~--_ own than the late Moses Ricker. 
. ) The birth of Moses Ricker took place in 

the little town of Winterport, Waldo County, 
Maine, on September 25, 1837. His father 
died many ·years ago, on the old family home­
stead, full of years and honors, and the death 
of his beloved mother occurred in 1884 at his 
home in Waterloo. The three surviving mem­
bers of the family are: James Ricker, of 
Ottawa, Kansas; Henry Ricker, of Boston, 
Ma~sachusetts; and Frank Ricker, of Bridge­
port, Connecticut. 

The details which have reached us con­
cerning the boyhood and early youth of Mr. 
Ricker indicate that he was favored with the 

those business opportunities not furnished by 
his surroundings in Waldo County. Locating 
at Marysville, California, he almost immediate­
ly engage~ in a transaction for Goverhor Lowe, 
of that State, and later secured some business 
interests at Virginia City and White Plains, 
Nevada. Mr. Ricker was not, however, alto­
gether contented with his prospects, the dis-

. turbing influence of the Civil War practically 
paralyzing the business interests of large sec­
tions, and in 1865 he returned to the East, to 
await the stimulating influences of a few years 
of peace. He soon became interested, with his 
brother, in a dry goods venture in Boston, 
Massachusetts, and also in a commission -con­
cern in New York City; but the results of 
neither of tpese enterprises entirely satisfied 
him. 

In 1870, Mr. Ricker visited Mississippi, and 
looked over the ground at Vicksburg, but a 
few months spent there convinced him that con­
ditions were not propitious in that region. In 
the same year he came to Waterloo, and from 
that period dates not only his own business 
success, but a large part of the prosperity, in 
every line, which has brought Waterl~o so 
rapidly to the front. With the keen judgment 
which marked his whole career, Mr. Ricker 
ultimately decided that he had found an ideal 
place for business and for a residence. He·soon 

best educational advantages which his native entered into a partnership with a Mr. Russ in 
locality afforded,. and that he was reared in a the wholesale millinery business under the firm 
home . where frugality was _encouraged and name of Ricker, Russ & Company. ___ T~het=·::..r ____ _ 
moral virtues extolled. In 1858, just after he store was located in a small building where the 
had passed his 21st birthda--y, he yielded to a --Douglas cafe now stands. A fire wreeke:ad-1t:llhlflis;-------~--­
natural impulse, and sought in the far West building, shortly afterward and the stock was 
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