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·CA.TTLK- Recelp~, 16,600,, good 5@~0e years held a 'Olerleal po11ition at· \'!~L;~h· was a<rapld•. way .. of couYerti~g. free ,. 'l'beaame pena.J 11~her. RecelptllO 000. better grades 5@10c 1ugton iu .. the: . departments.. ReL,rxng traders . to.· .the .. defense of. the home 11r:le ts $10, .Ia pret 
1t ~=~P- : . ' ' . · . · . . , therefrom, be ~utered the :Albany law market. The apeaker occupied two faclnjr:Jlata of c11 ~RBA.T.,-Firm; Nov~ 110%; M"ay, 59~. school.. ·After ,graduation he' came boura and then put it;t all bour in the moving~~~· 

oo&N..;..Lower; Nov,, IH~;. May, 150".- , home and at once opened an . office , ln hall shaklnr· banda 'nth his old frlenda, }~~D\ruTruuy de' 

2~~~~~t~~Je~o~~~J.~H:s~~·' .. M:y, ~;:!::r;h~a~!:e~~~?!~~;r~t~~ J so:;;~- w:;~:~·d~dr;;:~;:en:~~':~~;~~· ~~~~·~~~1~,~~~-,~ 
· ! ..• t.'!!n--Hieoher; Jllnn~!"r, ll!!O~· V·'"' .., '"' · 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.

0 

0 

SMITH, Hiram Ypsilanti (1843-1894) Biographical Information Page 1 of 1 

SMITH, Hiram Ypsilanti, 1843-
1894 

SMITH, Hiram Ypsilanti, a Representative 
from Iowa; born in Piqua, Miami County, Ohio, 
March 22, 1843; moved with his parents to Rock 
Island, Ill., in 1850, and to Des Moines, Iowa, in 
1854; attended the public schools; in 1861 enlisted 
in the State militia for service against the Indians; 
appointed a clerk in the Post Office Department, 
Washington, D.C., and served from January 1862 
to February 1864; transferred to the Treasury 
Department, from which he resigned in August 
1865; was graduated from the Albany (N.Y.) Law 
School in 1866; was admitted to the bar the same 
year and commenced practice in Des Moines, 
Iowa; district attorney of the fifth judicial district 
of Iowa 1875-1879; member of the State senate 
1882-1884; elected as a Republican to the Forty­
eighth Congress to fill the vacancy caused by the 
resignation of John A. Kasson and served from 
December 2, 1884, to March 3, 1885; was not a 
candidate for reelection to the Forty-ninth 
Congress; resumed the practice of law; died in Des 
Moines, Iowa, November 4, 1894; interment in 
Woodland Cemetery. 

http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index S000550 2/1/02 
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Recollections and Sketches 
of Notable Lawyers and 

Public Men of Early Iowa 

Belonging to the First and Second 
Generations, with Anecdotes and 
Incidents Illustrative of the Times 

By 

EDWARD H. STILES 

. ~~-~- ~ ..... , 
·" -t;b:• <:~ 

For many years a member of the Iowa Bar; member of its House 
of Representatives, 1863-1864; member of its Senate, 1865-1866; Re­
porter of itS Supreme Court, 1867-1875; author of Complete Digest 
,fits Decisions from the earliest Territorial period to the 56th Iowa 
~eports. 

"In old age alone we are masters of a treasure of which we cannot be 
eprived, the only treasure we can call our own. The pleasures of memory 

and the retrospect of the varied images which in an active life have floated 
before the mind. compensate, and more than compensate, for the alternate 
pleasures and cares of active life."-SIR ARCHIBALD ALLISON. 

"Personal anecdotes, when characteristic, greatly enliven the pages of 
a biography."-SAMUEL SMILES. 

DES MOINES 
THE HOME:STEAO PUBLISHING CO, 

1916 

...... ;· 
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Calvin P. flolmc5, Wil!iGm Holme,, Hiwrn Y. Smith, Willium Connor, William 

F. Conrad, Marcus Kavanaugh. 

Some oi these men might seem to belong to the present generation, but as they 

are all dead, with perhaps one exception, it is within my province to write concern­

ing them. 

Calvin P. H olmcs and ~Villiam H. H olmcs were brothers. The latter was a 

member of the State Senate from ]ones County in the Ninth General Assembly. In 

1862 he was elected State Treasurer and served two terms in that position. Cal­

vin P. Holmes was his deputy. In the Tenth General Assembly I was, for the 

purpose of examining the witnesses, added to the committee appointed to investigate 

some alleged irregularities that had occurred in the treasury department prior to the 

accession of Mr. Holmes. In the course of the investigation I had frequent inter­

views with the Treasurer, and in this way became early acquainted with him and his 

brother, Calvin. They were both natives of Madison County, New York, where 
William H. was born in 1828, and Calvm, in 1839. William H. was an able 

public official and a man of much influence in the political affairs of the State. He 

was also a most worthy and amiable gentleman. He removed to Nebraska, where 

he died a good many years ago. 

Calvin P. Holmes, before coming to Des Moines, as Deputy Treasurer of the 

State, had studied law and been admitted to the bar. At the close of his official 

service he commenced the practice at Des Moines and became prominent as a lawyer 

and judge. He was elected City Solicitor, and for many years was the Attorney 

of the Chicago & Great Western Railroad Company. In 1890 he was elected 

District Judge and was three times re-elected, serving for twelve years in that capa­
city with distinguished ability. His contmued re-election furnish satisfactory ev­

idence of the great esteem in "·hich he was held. He died not long after \,is last 

re-election in 1902. 

l]i)iln·J·'r':•.Srhi.th was born in lVliarni County, Ohio, in 1843. In 1850 the 

family removed to Rock Island, Illinois, and hence to Des Moines in 1854. Hiram 

was appointed a captain's clerk in the United States Navy, but subsequently resigned 

to accept a clerkship in the postofuce at Washington. At the close of this service 

he entered the Albany Law School, from which he was graduated in 1866, and 

commenced the practice at Des Moines, in partnership with E. ] . Ingersoll, under 

the firm name of Ingersoll & Smith. He afterward was a member of the firm of 
Smith & Morris. He was a prominent Mason, a Master of Pioneer Lodge, and 

later Grand Master of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masons. He was 

a man of ability, and so forceful in character and personality, that he early became a 

prominent and widely known citizen throughout the State. In 18 7 5 he was elected 
District Attorney, serving in that capacity four years; and in 1881 to the State 
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Senate from Polk County, where he served with marked ability. In I 884 he was 
elected to Congress from his district. He was the founder of the City Library of 

Des Moines, and always its staunch friend. He gave promise of much higher use­
fulness and distinction, when he died at the age of fifty-one, al Des Moines, in 1894. 

William Connor was a native of Ireland, where he was born in 1845. When 

he was three yeMs of age his parents came to America, settling in Oneida County, 
New York. Here he was reared and educated. In the great Civil War he en­
listed as a soldier in the Thirteenth New York Cavalry and served three years. 

During this period he was taken prisoner and confined for a long time in Libby 
prison at Richmond, Virginia. Those familiar with the history of the War will 
recall that of all the prison pens to wbch Union soldiers were assigned, those of 
Andersonville and Libby were the most frightful. It is said that the majority of the 

prisoners either died there, or from the effects of the imprisonment. From what 
General \V. L. Alexander, who succeeded General Nathaniel P. Baker as Ad­
jutant-General of Iowa, and who subsequently became an officer in the regular army, 
told me in a recent conversation, Connor's experience in Libby prison, and his condi­
tion when he emerged from it, were beyond description; that he came out of it almost 

a skeleton; that it was a wonder he ever lived; that it permanently undermined his 
health, and was one of the principal causes of his premature death. He and Gen­
eral Alexander became bosom friends, and the latter spoke of ] udge Connor as one 

of the best and purest men he had ever known. 

On his return from the War he studied law and was admitted to the bar at 
Syracuse, ~ew York. in 1867, He came to Des Moines and entered upon the 
practice in 1869. He became, in course of time, one of the ablest members of the 
Polk County Bar. He had an accurate, logical mind, and had he lived, would 

have attained a much higher rank in the profession. In 1878 he was elected 
District Attorney, serving four years in that capacity. .At the end of that time he 
was elected Judge of the Circuit Court and served with marked ability, but resigned 
before the close of his term to resume the practice, and enter into partnership witb 

Judge C. H. Gatch and j. !:3. \Veaver, Jr., under the firm name of Gatch, Connor 

& Weaver, and which after the death of Colonel C. H. Gatch, became that of 
Connor & Weaver. judge Connor was a close and conscientious student, and my 

acquaintance with him brought me to entertain for him a profound respect. He died 

at the age of forty-nine, at Des Moines, in 1904. 

William F. Conrad commenced the practice at Burlington, in 1855. In 1862 
he enlisted as a private in Company G, of the Twenty-fifth Iowa Infantry. He 
soon afterward was commissioned Sergeant Major, and in 1863 was elected Cap­
tain of Company K. Like Judge Connor, he \Vas taken prisoner during the war 

and confined in Libby pnson for a period of eleven months. He was then taken to 

a prison at Mac.ou, Georgia, \vherf! he remained for nearly three months: later, to 
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Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 

Name: HiramYSmith 

Birth Year: abt1843 

Birth Place: Ohio 

Gender: Male 

Census Date: 1856 

Residence State: Iowa 

Residence County: Polk 

Locality: Des Moines 

Roll: IA_64 

Line: 7 

Family Number: 
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Household 
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Ancestry.t"'m Operations Inc. 2007. 
Original data: Microfilm of fo\o\'a State Censuses, 1856, t885, 1895, 1905, 1915, 1925 as wen 
various special censuses from 1836-1897 obtained from the State Historical Society of lowa 'ria 
Heritage Quest. 

Description: 
This database contains Iowa state censuses for the following years: 1856, 1885, 1895, 1905, 1915, 
and 1925.1t also includes some head of household censuses and other special censuses from 
1836-1897-lnformation available for an individual vo.;u vary according to the census year and the 
information requested on the census form. Some- of the information contained in this database 

name. age, gender, race, birthplace, marital status, and place of enumeration. 
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1880 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

~ancestry.:.tJ.rn 

You searched for lliram Y. Smith in Iowa 

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY 

© 1997-2010 Ancestry.com 

1880 United States Federal Census 

Name: lliram Y. Smith 

Home in 188o: Des Moines, Polk, Iowa 

Age: 37 

Estimated birth abt1843 

year: 

Birthplace: Ohio 

Relation to Head Self(Head) 

of Household: 

Spouse's name: SusanS. 

Father's New York 

birthplace: 

Mother's Ohio 

birthplace: 

Neighbors: View others on nage 

Occupation: Lawyer 

Marital Status: Married 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

J/annot rea wnte: 
Blind: View image 

Deaf and dumb: 

~-sib'reff: 
Idiotic or insane: 

Household Name Age 

Members: 

Source Citation; Year: 1880; Census Place: Des Moines~ Polk, Iowa; Roll 360; 
Family History Film: 1254360; Page: 277C; Enumeration District: 162; Image: 0074. 

Ancestry.com and The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.188o 
United State...;; Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo, UT .. USA: 

37 

28 

6 

4 

14 

Ancestry .com Operations Inc, 2010. 1880 U.S. Census Index provided by 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints© Cop)-Tight 1999 
Intellectual Reserve .• Inc. All rights reserved. All use is subject to the limited 
use license and other terms and conditions applicable to this site. 

Original data: Tenth Census of the United States, 1880. (NARA microfilm publication Tg, 1,454 
rolls). Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29. National Archh·es, Washington, 
D.C. 

Description: 
This database is an index to so million individuals enumerated in the 1880 United States Federal 
Census. Census takers recorded many details induding e-ach person's name, address, occupation, 
relationship to the head of household, race, sex, age at last birthday, marital status, place of birth, 
parents' place of birth. i\.dditionally, the names of those listed on the population schedule are 
linked to actual images of the t88o Federal Census. Learn more •.. 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.
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Iowa Cemetery Records - Ancestry .com 
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You searched for Hiram Y. Smith in Iowa 

Contact Us: 1·800-ANCESTRY 

© 1997-2010 Ancestry .com 

Iowa Cemetery Records 

Name: Hiram Y. Smith 

Death Date: 4 Nov 1894 

Page#: 727 

Birth Date: 22 Mar 1843 

Cemetery: Woodland 

Relative: 51 

Level Info: Iowa Graves Registration Survey W P A Polk County Iowa 

Source Information: 
Ancestry.oom. Iowa Cemetery Records [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestcy.com 
Operations Inc, 2000. 
Original data: Works Project Administration. Graves Registration Project. Washington, D.C.: 
n.p-., n.d. 

Description: 
These cemetery records represent seventy-six counties and Graceland Cemetery of Sioux City, 
Iowa, in the united States, that were transcribed by the Works Project Administration. Records in 
this database generally include the page number where the reeord can be found in the WP A index, 
the name of the deceased, birth date, death date, age, cemetery name, town name. and additional 
comments if any. Learn more ... 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.
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SMITH, Hiram Y.- POLK CO. IOWA- WPA GENEALOGY DATABASE AND ANC... Page 1 of 1 
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( Search H Post-em NOtes )( .W}'A Histciy H FAQ H Yplunteers H Contact Us } 
Iowa WPA Graves- Searchable Genealogy Database & Family History Resource- Locate Ancestors and Complete Your Family Tree 

E~~-~~m~terx_Rel<Q!'.d!$ Di$_C.9Y~U'Q.YJ"_G@O!!.@jg_gy ~ktb_f@m.i!y_S.~.arch 
Instantly Access 400,000,000 Vital World's largest online family history Search multiple engines for birth 
Birth, Death and Cemetery Records! resource. +4 billion records family search 
Cemetery-Records.Archives.com www.ancestry.com www.webcrawler.com 

Ada by Google 

SMITH, Hiram Y. 
;som: 
' Died:­

Cemetery: 
Location: 

3/22/1843 
11/411894 
WOODLAND 

Add a Post-em Note 

:~ How to use post-em notes ... 

Your Name: (required) 

(required) 

County: POLK CO. - IOWA 
i Record Notes: 

I.E] Notify me when others post to this record. 

~E!IIite.<l \11/e~ P!1QE!:{optiona.l) llJ 

The information contained on this website was originally recorded by Iowa 
WPA (Works Progress Administration) workers during late 1930's. In 
2006 it was transcribed into a searchable electronic format. 

• Search for additional Iowa WPA Records 

• Learn more about WPA History 

• Get answers to frequently asked questions about WPA accuracy. 

• Ylsit the Iowa Gravestone Photo Project. 

URL: 

URL Title: 

Note: 
(required) 

You have 400 . ·characters remaining. 

f>S.SIIYI()rd: llJ (Required) 

No "Post-em's" have been 
contributed for this record. 
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