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HISTORY OF POTTAWATTAMIE COUNTY 487

schools. He pursued a special course and afterward became a pupil in the
Valparaiso (Indiana) Business College. After completing his course he re-
turned to Walnut and entered his father’s store, where he was employed until
the 1st of July, 1893.

The German Savings Bank of Walnut was organized at that time and Otto
Ronna was offered and accepted, the position of assistant cashier. A year later,
this institution was consolidated with, and merged into, the Exchange State
Bank, and Mr. Ronna went to Clinton, Iowa, where he secured a position in a
mercantile establishment, where he was employed for four months. In No-
vember, 1894, he returned to Walnut and accepted the position of assistant
cashier in the Exchange State Bank. In July, 1901, he resigned that position
and for four months traveled through the west, looking for a favorable loca-
tion in which to engage in the banking business. Finding nothing to suit him,
he returned to Walnut in November of the same year, and in partnership with
his father purchased the German Bank of Walnut, with which he has since
been identified as junior partner of the firm of J. F. & Otto Ronna. This has
become a strong moneyed concern, having secured a liberal patronage in the
general banking business, and a large clientage in the loan, insurance and
realty business.

On the 4th of April, 1900, Otto Ronna was married to Miss Mabel Bruce,
a daughter of O. M. Bruce, a prominent business man and one of the old set-
tlers of Walnut. This marriage has been blessed with a daughter, Maxine.
Mr. and Mrs. Ronna are prominent socially, having the warm regard of many
friends, while the hospitality of the best homes of the locality is freely ac-

corded them.

: ‘Mr. Ronna is well known in fraternal circles, belonging to Morro lodge, -
No. 559, A. F. & A. M., of Walnut, of which he has served as master for four
years. e likewize belongs to Raboni chapter, No. 85, R. A. M., of Avoca;
Kedron commandery, No. 42, K. T., of Atlantic, Iowa; Za-Ga-Zig Temple, A.
A. O. N. M. S., of Des Moines; Diamond ledge, No. 374, K. P.; Dramatic Or-
der of the Knights of Khorasan of Council Bluffs; Walnut lodge, No. 294, A.
0. U. W.; and Excelsior camp, No. 6986, M. W. A_, of Walnut. Mr. Ronna
belongs to the Lutheran church, and his political allegiance is given to the re-
publican party. While never an aspirant for political preferment, he is an in-
fluential factor in his party’s counsels and has always been foremost in any
movement for the advancement of the town of Walnut, being a leading and
representative citizen of this thriving little village.

HENRY W. ROTHERT.

The subject of this sketch was born in the city of Cincinnati, September
11, 1840. His father, John H. Rothert, and mother, Margaret Rothert, were
early pioneers of the Queen city, having settled there in 1832. After his high
school and college education Mr. Rothert engaged in commercial pursuits, be-
coming a member of the firm of J. H. Rothert & Sons, doing a large hard-
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ware, iron aud stove bhusiness. Recognizing the western teudeney of the tar
of empire, the business was extended by establishing a braneh house in the
city of Keokuk. Towa. The firmn by the vetirement of the senior member and
founder was changed to Rothert Brothers, and in 1863 Ilenry W, Rothert as-
sumed entire control of the Towa branch. managing itz extended intere-t< in
a large territory comprized of western countics of 1linoi.. northern counties
of Missouri and one-half of Towa.

Mr. Rothert was marvied in St Louis. Mi-souri. on Noventher 120 1862,
to Miss Eliza Telihe, of that city, who at his <ide now enjovs the happy reflec-
tions of a well spent life.  The union has een Blessed with (wo <. - Falwin
H. Rothert. engaged in railroad husiness in Onralia, Nebraska - and Waldo H.
Rothert, following agricultural pursuit= near Carthace, Missonri. The former
was marricd in Des Moines, Towa, to Mis< Mary Franeis, of that eity, aaid the
latter at Carthage. Mis=nuri, to Miss Florenic Plielps., »

Mr. Rothert's tesidence in Iowa was =00 nrwked by the preforence of hi
neighbors and his public-spirited interest= were o called int wetive o rviee,
Hiz first entrance into public life was as one of the COUNY cotnmis=ioner of
Lee county.  He was eleeted aldernim for thiee sncecsive tonie, followil by
large majoritics for mavor of {he eIty for two terts. His deep interest in edu-
cational matters was recopnized by retaining hime o o wvender ol (he board
of education for nine vears. the Jatter part of which lie wceted - prestdent and
severed his conneetion by resignation. owing (o o change of residence Mr
Rothert was clected as senator from the fir<t ~ciatorial district aned =erved for
eight vears, thus establishing his poi’m];u’it)‘ Inasmuch az the distriet retimed
overwhelming demoeratic majoritics hut recounized Mr. Tothert on the repub-
lican ticket. During his last term he was =clected as president pro tem of the
senate and beewne lieutenant governor of the state by succes-ion. the ineum-
bent, Licutenant Governor Newhold, filling the vacaney of sovernor ereated
by the resignation of Governor Kirkwond. who toak his seat as United Statos
senator.

Mr. Rothert, having retired from business. was appointed by President
Arthur and confirmed hy the United States< senate as revi-ter of the land offec
for Wyoming. After a residenee of nearly four vears Chievenne, e resioned
as an “offensive partizan™ at the commencement of President Cleviland's ad-
ministration.

He was then called by the board of directors of the Union Pacific Nail-
road lo investigate and report on the entire land svstem of said railroad.
which having accomplished, he wus offered and accepted the position of
superintendent of the Towa School for the Deaf at Council Blutts, which he
has held for twenty year-. Mr. Rothert is by family relationship especially
nterested in the cause of the education of the deaf and considers the position
he has held so long as a mission of life.

At his former home. Keokuk,"Mr. Rotliert was not less prominent in social
and business circles. e was president of a loan and building association,
chairman of local board of underwriters and vice president of the Commereial
Bank. IIe was the executive head of a social organization and noble erand
of the Odd Fellows He was master of hiz lodge twelve vears and eminent

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library,




HISTORY OF POTTAWATTAMIE COUNTY 489

commander of his eonnandery six vewrs.  He was grand treasurer of the
grand lodee and the grand chapter. was elected as grand master of Masons
of Towa and upauimonstv re-clected for the =ccond term. He was elected as
grand connnander of the Kuights Templar and led the pilgrimage to San
Franciseo at the session of the grand encanpnient, at which he =crved as
chairinan of one of the prominent connnittees. My, Rothert enjoys the friend-
hip of prominent men of the state and nation but prefers the retirement of
hi= chozen work to the glare of further publie prominence.

WILTI AN FREDERICK RICHARD.

Vinone thie citizens of foreion bivth residing in this county i= nmbered
Wiliian Frederick Wiehard, whose home i< on section 270 Lewis township.
[Te wa= horn ar Serterta, Prussia, Getimany, on the 4th of February, 1837,
a zon of ol mad Sophin ¢ Wholvabe Richard, who were Tikewise natives of
Germany Tr 144 he parents widh their Bonily enierated 1o the United
States. «ling in Waviee county. Michigmi, near Detroit, where the father
boueht tinmber Ll swhich e cleared and Boproved,
His deatit ceearred i e vear 155 and Tos i

i W 3

[e al~o made potash.
who Lone survived him,

passed away o 18T Their son William was the tourth of fve children. two |
of whotn ave now lving, Jins sister Riev being the wite of Henry Scheorader.
Williawn I, Richard was about seven vears of age when he accompanied

his parents on thie vovage W the new world and in the common schools of
Michizan doe segquived his edueation, while in the

i

work of the home farm

he teecined oo b geainiiee Tu 1550, attracted by ihe diseovery of pold, he
darted e b e Pl Poakoond ar St Joscplis Missourt, purelased an

civeetwerrer, vl Iy Yo Jandee et 1he seamive, Oy e Ry Bl Wwas decided that
the parre ~emdd poone Culifagdn fusead of b O Lorado, whieh they did.
Mre o il ostoen o Dl ssew o fhe wav and ol Salt Luke boueht a }")IL(
ol stvwre,  Fod swine D e woae sapswed i tadiing o Callforas wwd
one tinee Le ool the oppertany of tradine his on-teon aned waeon for a

-

part of what Jue s ooen ki s the farnoiis Cotstoek dne, but not

foa bt T st bie v bl b soake (e bewgabn. T his sarvels fop peeeious
metal, however, he was fairly =uecesinl andd in 1867 hie acain eneaged o
et b rher T Menbain  In 7508 Jue wale aetos the seuminy 4o
Torws 1y Tieons Dol el thest weil to Mivldosn, Lo he sgwat the winter
The follomwine speing he retirned o Pottawattonoe comnty and honght forty
acrose af larnd wpon which Bis residenee ow <t Dioediately he vrected
a fratue dwelline, whicl = now a part of Ios present home and as his financial
poeotires = Tove inereased and opportunite has offered he s added to his=
original purehasc until he s now the owner of wovaluable farming property
of two lntnlred el twenty acees. Inaddition to tlling the <oil Mr. Richard
has o tie apdary and annually sells laree quantities of honev. e also keeps
4 teottine =tallion. Willard, eligible to resistey. TE s of the Morgan Hamble-
torlags bl [h Jeas toenty hapses, all of witel e of higls wrade, and be

urce: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.




Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 - Ancestry.com Page 1 of 1

ancestry

You searched for Henry W. Rothert in Iowa

Name: Henry W Rothert

Birth Year: abt 1841
Birth Place: Ohio
Gender: Male
Marital Status: Married
Census Date: 1885
Residence State: Iowa
Residence County: Lee
Locality:  Keokuk
Roll: TA1885_218
Line: 2
Family Number: 97

Neighbors: View others on page

Household Name Age
Members:  ponry w Rothert 44
Eliza Rothert 44
Edwin Rothert 20
Waldo Rothert i3
John Tebbe 73

Source Information:

Ancestry.com. lowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA:
Ancestry.com Operations Ine, 2007.

Original data: Microfilm of lowa State Censuses, 1856, 18835, 1895, 1905, 1915, 1925 as well various
special censuses from 1836-1897 obtained from the State Historical Society of lowa via Heritage
Quest.

Description:

This database contains lowa state censuses for the following vears: 1856, 1885, 1895, 1905, 1915,
and 1925. It also includes some head of household censuses and other special censuses from 1836-
1897. Information available for an individual will vary according to the census year and the
information requested on the census form. Some of the information contained in this database
though includes: name, age, gender. race, birthplace. marital status. and place of enumeration.
Learn more...

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Advertising ity e

© 1997-2010 Ancestry.com Corporate Information PRIVACY POLICY Terms and Conditions

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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STATE OF IOWA,

Office of Secretary of State,

Bes ://m;zca, Oetoties 20, 7 537 .
. _

_Leon. )

%

Dear Sir: It has been the custom of

each House of the General Assembly to cause tobe prepared and published a

table showing certain statistics in connection with the names of the members

‘thereof. To malke this historical data CORRECT is the ohject of furnishing yowuthis

blank, and it is hoped that you will aid me in malking it as complete as possible
by making a full return of theitems below to this office us early as practicable.

PLEASE GIVE FIRST NAME IN }'U ; ‘
N ame/% _____ % % W

P. 0. .................. cﬁaﬁu/ﬁ, _______ &)g/v—&;_ ______________ |

County DC("/&\

Occupation..... &7/ E2-

ﬁerewith plea,s.e find copy of Rules of the last Session, which,it is requested, you
will preserve, owing to the scarcity of the edition. '
Yours, very respectfully,
JOSIAH T. YOUNG,

/O /&W__/ | Secrgtary of Stale
ey o B

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.





