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MENDON TOWNSHIP. 995 

he joined his regiment and was discharged at Davenport, Ia., July 
20, 1865. In 1863 he m9.rricd Martha Thompson, of Delaware 
County, Ohio, where she was born April 8, 184:0. By this union 
there arc three daughters-A. Lillian, Effie M. and Cora B. 

GTcgM' ~ GngoT, wholesale and retail hardware merchant, 
McGregor, Iowa, was born at Prairie dn Chien, Wis., Ang. 23, 
1845. When two years old he mo\·ed with his parents across the 
river to the Iowa side, where his father located the present city of 
McGregor. Gregor attended the public and select schools here 
until 1859, when he went East and attended the Fort Edwards 
Institute at Fort Edwards, N.Y., until 1864. He then read law 
in the office of J ndge Stephen E. Brown, at Glenn's Falls, Warren 
County, N. Y . , one year, when he returned to McGregor and en­
gaged in general commission business, and one year later he estab­
lished his present wholesale and retail hardware business. He 
now occupies a fine two story-brick building with a basement one 
hundred feet deep by fifty wide, and carries a full and complete 
stock of heavy and shelf hardware, valued at $60,000 . This is 011e 
of the leading business houses of the city. Mr. McGregor is one 
of the" pioneer children" of McGregor, where he has been identi­
fied all his life. In 1878 he was elected a Republican Representa­
tive to the Iowa Legislature, and re-elected in 1880. He was also 
elected Mayor of McGregor in 1871 and re-elected in 1874, and is 
at present a member of the city council. He has always taken an 
active interest in the schools, or any thing that promises pro­
gression to the city. Mr. 1IcGregor resides with his mother, who 
is now in the seventieth year of her age. She bas but two children 
living, viz . : Gregor, subject of this sketch, and Gardner, who is 
engaged in farming at Monona. He married Emma Turk, of Troy, 
N.Y . 

.A. & T McMichael, grain merchants of McGregor, established 
their business here in the fall of 1880, and are two of the leading 
grain merchants of the county. Tl!ey have an elevator in McGregor 
where they clean their grain for the market also have grain eleva­
tors in Iowa, Minnesota and Wisconsin, and ship annually over 
1,000,000 bushels of grain. A. & T_ :McMichael started in the 
grain business at Brownsville, Minnesota, in 1860, and moved to 
Dubuque in 1878, and from there to McGregor. Tl!ey are natives 
of Scotland and sons of William and Rachel (Proudfoot) McMichael. 
They came with their parents to C~nada in 1853, remaiued there 
until 1860 when they removed to Minnesota. Thomas was born 

60 
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subjt>ci were Cornelius and Hannal!(Ilartwdl)Mor­

gan, hotll of whom were native:; of :\lassaciwsetts. 
After their maniage they movccl to Vermont, and 

in the year 183ti movect to tlH· state of New York 

and located at Parishville, St. Lawrence County, 
where they re:-ided until their demise. There were 

eight children born to them, sevt>n of whnm are 

still livlllg. They were earnest members nf tbe 
Free \Vill Baptist Church. The grandfather of 
our subject served i11 th<' War of 1812 nn<l figured 
prominently in tllP battlt: of Plattsburg, X. Y. 

The subject of tl11,; biography was reared on a 
farm in St. Lawrence Count._y, 1\. Y., from the time 
he was tllrce year~ old until he was twenty-three, 
when he came tu tltis county and located at 

McGregor, which then boasted only a few huuses. 
Here he fol!(nn~d the trade of a carpenter and con ­
tractor, building llon~es all over the county and 
erecting two at Prairie du Chien, Wis. In the 
year l8 ;i7 he wa~ united in maniage wit.lt .!\Iiss 
iiiary H. lindson, ~ l cbughter of "·a~hiJJgton anr1 

Roxalla (lhgle.r) !IudstdJ. This family c:.trri~' from 
YcrllJOllL to tlli~ township in the year l::S45. 

1\lr. i\l()!';!an enli,;t..-·.1 in Company E, 'i-wenty­
seveutli Iowa Yoluiiteen;,a~ a priva.te:wct jt.ined hts 

regiment in .!\Iississ1ppi. He participatPri in tbc fol­
lowing PngagemenLs: "\t the (·barge :.wct capture 
of the rebel Ft. Du Hussy, Pleasant llill, under 
General Bank~, K<1ne R1ver, Old Oaks, Lake Chicot, 
Ark, \l!l(ler Gen. A.,). ~rnilll; the first day's fight 

at Tupelo anr1 !lfterward at Olrl Town Creek; l\'a:,h­
ville, under Gen. U. Il. Tlwmas; and after steam­
ing down the Ohio, Tennessee and l\fisstssippi 

Rivers tfJ Dau['ilinc I~land in l\Iobile Hay, in the 
battle of Fish Hin•r :wd Ft. Blak<'ly. The rPgi­
ment was di~chargcrl at :'tlontgomery, Ala., ann 

he was tr:1nsferrcd to Company E, Twelfth Iowa 

\'olunteer ~. lie remaincCl with this regiment. un­
til ,January 25, 1866, when he was honoraldy 
discharged. lie was wounCled b.Y a bayonet at the 
charge of Ft. J)u l{u,;sy, rc~1dLing in f\ running 
sore, wldeh waH a con~tanL annoyance t•, him. 

J\Ir. nnd J\Irs . .\!organ ha\'e five children, as fol­
lows: (;eu rg-e L., Ilugh B .. Lewi,; IJ., ~tdla ·E. anrl 
James (;arfid<l. Socirtlly he i~ a member of Ll1e 

Masonie fratemity, and is a mewber of tl1C Granrl 
Army uf Lhe Hcpul>lir·. ln pulitienl l,t'licf and 

action he is a st:-tnch actllerent to th e Republican 
party. He has been ,Justice of the Peace for 
twent.y-four years in a Dcmocratie township; Town­
ship Clerk for twenty years; and a member of the 

School Hoard almosL co-nstantly for twenty-four 

years. \Vhen Harrison was electect President our 

subject was appointed Postmaster liere and has 
since lleld that position. 

(;;:_ REGOH ~It-\~ HEGOR, who is a resident of 
\.::.): the tuwn named 1n honor of his father, 

has m.ade this city his home during nearly 
his entire life, and has been a mnch interested 
participator in its rapid progress and development. 
For over twenty yell!'~ he has lJren engaged in the 
wholesale hardware trade at this point, and in 
connection with this diJe~ a C\>nsiclerable retail 
business. His trade PXtends to many points m 

Minncwta and Dakola, as well ns in the adjacent 
parts of Iowa, and be carries a large line of heavy 
hardware, llis store being thoroughly equipped 
with everything usually fonnd in a fir:;t-class :1.nrl 

well appointed establishment of the kind. 
A native of \Visconsin , our subject was born in 

Prairie du Cbien in 184.'), and is the wn of Alex­
ander 1\lc(;regor, a native of J"icw York State, who 

emigrated to the west, becoming a re~ident of 
Pr:t lrie d u Chien in 184 2. Tbe l\IeG 1 (~gor farn ily 
originated in Scotland, and members of it became 
residents of the Empire State in an early day . 
Our subject's mother, who died in 18 'Jl, :tt t.he 

advanced age of eighty yean.,, was before l1er mar­
riage Ann G. Gardner. Al.,xarHler J\IeGregur in 

1847 came to Clayton County, and in that year 
founded an<llaict out the pre~cnt town of McGreg­
or , in which he continuerl to make his home until 

summoned by the death angel on December 12, 
1B5tl. 

Tile first five years of the subject of ibis biog­
raphy were passed in the place of his n!l.tivity, 
when, with his parents , l:e came t(J this section 

1 anci reeeived his early erlu cation. In 11'59. soon 
after the death of liis father, lie went to :New 
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Yurk, where he remained until1865; while there he 
continued his higher studies in Port Edward In­
sti t u te. In 1865 he returnerl to 1\lcGregor, and 
two years later entered into partner~bip with 
.loseph ~!cHose, as a member of the firm of J. 
l\lcHose & Company, and three years later, in 
1872, established his present business, which he 
has conducted successfully up to the present time, 
being known as one of the progressive and active 
business men of the place, to whose prosperity he 
has in no small measure contributed. 

Ever active in local and public improvements, 
our subject has borne his sha1·e in promoting the 
general good, and though not desirous of public 
ottice, as he has preferred instead to rlevote his 
time to his own busine& interests, he has never­
theless been prevailed upon by his fellow-citizens 
to become Mayor of 1\IcGregor, and has for three 
terms served in that capacity to the full satisfac­
tion of all concerned. llis fellow-townsmen truly 
considet· it a most fitting anrl graceful compli­
ment tc bestow the highebt office of the place 
u pon the man whose father was the originator and 
founder of- the town organization. A true and 
loyal patriot, .Mr.l\lcGregor use:s his power of fran­
chise in favor of the Republican party, and in 
1878 was electcrl to represent Clayton Couut.y in 
the Legislature, and was re-elected in 1880. 

@...._ ___ ______ ~~~---------_@) 
++++++++++++++++ 

(@)----------~~---------~ 

B RRNARD J. O'NEILL, one of Dubuque's 
capitalists now extensively engaged in 
real-estate dealing, is a native of Coun-

ty Carlow, Ireland, his birth having occnrred there 
on tl1e 15th of August, 1846. His parents were John 
and Mary (Harmon) O'Neill. In Ireland they 
were born, reared and manied, and there made 
their home until 1852, when with their family they 
ernigraterl to the New 'World and settlerl in .Jef!er­
son Township, Dubuque County.. The father was 

a farmer by occupation. He flied June 11, 1888, 
and his wife passed away Decem bet· 12, I 892. 

The gentleman whose name heads this sketch 
was a child only six years old when, with the fam­
ily, he came to the New World. They lauded in 
New York City and thence made their way to Du­
buque, and the father secured a farm in .Jefferson 
Township, Dubuque County, upon which our sub­
ject was reared to manhood, early becoming famil­
iar with the arduous dut.ic~ of farm life. His 
education was begun in the district schools of the 
ncighborhoon, after which he attended the public 
schools of Dubuque and then engaged in teaching 
for two winter seasons. At the :~gc of twenty-one 
he embarked in business for himself as a brick 
manufactm·er in Dubuque, carrying on operations 
along that line for thirteen years. At the same 
time he was also engaged in the grain business, and 
in his undcrt:\kings met with most excellent sue­
cess, his business career proving a very profitable 
one. 

In the meantime Mr. O'Neill was married, the 
lady of his choice being Miss Mary .J. Gandolfo, a 
native of Dubuque, and a daughter of Dominick 
and Catherine (Roche) Gandolfo. Both are now 
deceased. Their union was celebrated October 29, 
1872, and has been bles1>erl with eight children, 
fom· living as follows, three sons nnrl a <laughter, 
Harry E., l3ernard J ., Edith 1\1. and Emmet G. 
The parents and children are members of the Cath­
olic Church. Those deceased are Dominick J. 
Paul C. and two infan-ts. 

In .June, 1888, Mr. O'Neill began real-es tate 
dealing and platted and laid out five arlditions to 
the c ity, comprising an area of one hundred and 
twenty-five acres, all inside the city limits. In 
1887 he aided in the organization of the Dubuque 
w·agon Bridge Company and secured from the 
city a bonus of $25,000. He was made President 
of the eompa11y and for three years filled that po· 
sition. He was one of the organizers of the Du­
buque Board of Trade and is now serving as its 
Vice-President. During 1892 it was instrumental 
in securing the establishment of five factories in 
this city. 1\Ir. O 'Neill has always taken an active 
part in public affairs and in public improvements, 
giving hi:; support to any enterprise calculated to 
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