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JUDGE THOMAS L. MANXWELL
The many f{riends in this county
of Judge Thomas L. Maxwell o1
Creston, and in fact all over thix
section of the state. were grieved to
learn of his sudden death at his
home last Saturday night of heart
trouble. He was 69 years of age.

It can be truthfully =aid that he
belonged to that class of citizenship
that s fast peecing away—he hewadl
his own way, that is he was sclf
msde. When he was seven years of
age the father died and left the
mother with a family of seven chil-
dren, two of whom were older than
the sabiect of this sketch, but the
family was in moderate circumstanc-
e2 as were the large majority of

—solge JouRETB el sl SR LhGRIR

schools of 1llinois and helped  =up-

responsibility to the mother and the
other children,

Later Mr. Maxwell taught schoul
and having the study of law chosen
for his life work he secuved a “job"
not a position, as clerk in the office
of a leading law firm at Rushville,
111., where he spent his spare hours
in the “study of law.,” and was la-
ter ndmitted to the bar. He never
attended a law school and never at-
tended a college, his edueation  con-
siating of n common school education
and the educatin  secured by his
own efforts. He applied himself and
hewed his own way to a successful
career and onc of the best lawyers
in Southwest lowa, if not the best
all-around lawyer in this scction,
His success shows the possibilities
for those who will apply themselves,
Most of the younp generation of to-
day marvel at the success of Judge
» Maxwell, especiailiy the young peo-
iple who are being told that without
a college cducation you cannot sue-
ceed.  Probably when he was young
if he had had at his «disposal the
money so many heve taday he would
have passed through a college—and
might made na  great lawyer and
might made of himself  what we

t|$§ﬁ§h SBmpiis by VoliHlEsrs dhY SAH K
noted cases he

v af Darien  on

Probably the most
(R0 Voailannis

finally vesulted In an adquittal, An-
vther ease in which so many were
interested and which he won a great
victory was in the case of the de-
funct Corning State Savings bank.
First he got the property of
the president turned over to the
bank for the benefit of the ereditors,
then he contended that the common
depogitor wns a proferred creditor
ns against creditor banks that had
been loaning the defunet institution,
ete. This had never been determin-
ed by the courts and Mr. Maxwell
carried it to a sucecessful end and
the common depositor was finally
paid aboeut 74 per cent while the gen-
eral  creditor  elass, like the bi
banks and loan companies, rocelveﬁ
about 10 per cent. Every common
depositor of the defunct bank ' is
certainly indebted to Judge Maxwell
for sccuring this decision In their
favor. It was amusing, at the time

Hoxn. T. L. MAXWELL.

the case was being heard in the lowe-
er courts, to be in the court room
and hear and see Judge Maxwell,

lone handed, fighting the best legal
talent in Southwest Iown and many
of the able nttorneys from other

states.

While Mr. Maxwell was a demo-
erat, he was not an extreme parti-
san.  He had been honored with tin
office of county superintendent of
schools and later vepresented Adams
county in the Nineteenth Gereral As-
sembly, having been eclected in 1879
and was the democratic nominev for
congress in 1894. He was nominat.
ed by the demoerats for judge of the
Third Judicial District, composed of
the counties of Lucas, Wayne, Dec-
catur, Ringpold, Taylor, Union and
Adams, and while the distriet was
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wnaed o colege, nis cuucuiivi wones
sisting of n common school education
and the edueatin secured Dby his
own efforts. He applied himself and
hewed his own way to a successfut
career and one of the best lawyers
in Southwest lowa, if not the est
all-around  lawyer in  this scction.
Ilis success shows the possibilities
for thuse who will apply tiiemselves.
Most of the young generation of to-
day marvel at the success of Judge
Maxwell, especiaily the young peo-
ple who nre being told that without
a college education you cannot sue
ceed.  Probably when he was young
if he had had at his disposal the
money so many heve today he would

JUDGE THOMAS L. MAXWIELL
The many friends in this county
of Judge Thomas L. Maxwell or
Creston, and in fact all over this
section of the state, were grieved to
‘~arn of his sudden death at his
ne last Saturday night of heart
.ouble. He was 69 years of age.

It can be truthfully said that he
belonged to that class of citizenship
that :s faet passing away—he hewed:
his own way, that is he wuas =self]
made. When he was seven years of
age the father died and left the
mother with a family of seven chil-
dren, two of whom were older than

the sabject of this sketeh, but the (have passed through a college—and
family was in moderate circumstanc-[might made u  great lawyer and
ex as were the large majority ofImight made of himself what we

have =0 many of today—an educated
fool,

Probably the most noted cases he
tried was the defense of Perigo on
the charge of murder who was tried

the pioneers of that part of Illinois.
As & boy he attended the district
schools of Illinois and helped sup-

rt the family. Shortly after the
ather’s death the war betweén the

north and south was declared amd|in the lower courts in this county
his oldest brother volunteered  and|[four times and twice was the case
that only added additional grief and |appealed to the supreme court nnd
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Nature is an accountant.
Every day she strikes a balance.
Health is your asset. Disease a liab-
ility. Avoid “Physical Bankruptcy”
Let Chiropractic adjustments keep
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er courts, to be in the court room
and hear and see Judge Maxwell,
lone handed, fighting the best legal
talent in Southwest Iowa and many
of the able attorneys from other
states.

While Mr. Maxwell was a demo-
erat, he was not an extreme parti-
san. He had been honored with tm
office of county superintendent of
schools and lnter vopresented Adams
county in the Nineteenth General As-
sembly, having been elected in 1879
and was the democratic nomineo for
congress in 1894. He wag neminat-
ed by the democrats for judge of the
Third Judicia! District, composed of
the counties of Lucas, Wayne, De-
catur, Ringgold, Taylor, Union and
Adams, and while the district was
overwhelming  republican he  was
clected by 9 votes and served four
years and was re-clected in 1914 and
his term of office expired January
1, 1919. His record is nn enviable
one and he had few reversals by the
supreme court, and the reversals he
did have, were largely where the su-
preme court reversed itself. As a
iudgc he had very little time for the

ardened criminal, but the boy or
young man who was up for the first
offense, and it was shown that it

¥ i " -~ -~ P |
nad been on cryer of the head and

not the heart, such offenses clieited
his sympathy and defendant was pa-
roled and there are many such per-
sons out on parole today and mak-
ing good citizens,

The life and success of Tom Max-
well, as  he was generally known
among his friends and a name he
liked to be ealied, rather than Judge
Maxwell, starting under adversities
at the foot of the ladder and end-
ing well nigh the top, is one worthy
of emulation by any young man or
young woman and shows the possi-
bilities of a determination to win,

In his young ays he did not
watch the clock and in his old days
he had a clock to watch. He was al-
ways deliberate in his decisions and
on an important question always
tcok time to look it up and give it
careful corsideration before  vender-
ing an opinion, and the result was
that many who imagine they are in
a rush, thought he was too slow—
and often to their sorrow,

His life was one well spent.
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A. C. Nash is confined to his home
this week with illness.
. Mr. Milton Dudley of Iowa Ciry
1s visiting his aunt Mrs, Albert Barr
this week. #

_Mr, and Mrs. James Foy went io
their daughter Mrs. FEugene David

and family.

Miss Margaret Penn left Tuesday
for Yorktown to visit her sister Mrs.
Lucille Barker.

The Preseott meat market chang-
ed hands lust  week, Fred Ramsey
having sold out to Art Moon.

Mrs. D. C. Miller of Liberty Cen-
ter, Ohio, came last Saturday to vis-
it her sister, Mrs. S. G. Ervin.

James Penn departed Sunday 16
Savanna, Illincis where he wiil be
employed in the signal service,

Earl Gentle and daughter Doro-
thy of Murray visited relatives heru
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