Standard Porm For Members of the Legislature

Name of Representative BARRETT, ORSMUND M. Senator BARRETT, ORSMUND M.

1. Birthday and place28 May.1837, Oswego Co., NY

2. Marriage (s) date place
Ellen C. Wagponer, (NY c. 1841 - ), probhhly bef 1860, as she is wife in 1860
census, but GAR record says m. 1864.

3. Significant events for example:

A. Business farmer, lawyer

B. Civic responsibilities éﬁ?zwngéﬂﬁ;dfi tf [

t.' I-'.

C. Profession

4. Church membership ,
10th GA 188Z, HD 75, Clay, Usceola, U Briem & DICKITlson Co.

§. Sessions served 20th-23rd GA, 1884-*1891, SD 49, Lgon,0Osceola, O'Brien, Sioux,
PIymouth & Dickamson Co.

6. Public Offices
A. Local

B. State [Ist Lt. Co. #, 38th Ia Inf

C.'National

7. Death ! March, 1899, San Diego, Calif. bur. San Diego.

(2) Nellie E.

3
L5 o z 1 N
4) ddl U. (C. 1L

P 5

8. Children (1) Cheatey 0. (c.
i

c. 1866 - 3]
(2 Warner (c. 7 7]

P~

9. Names of parents

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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Carrett, Csmypd

10.Education
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12. Other applicable information Fammer in Bur&0OakTwp, Winneshiek Co., on
1860 census, with Ellen. He does not appear on 1870 cemsus. In 1880 he is lawyer in Sheldon.
came to Sheldon 1875 and began practice of law there that year.

Appointed 1lst 1lt, Co. D, 38th Ia In$., Aug 1862, mustered in Nov. 1862. Was on staff of
Maj. Gen. Herren at New Madrid and Vicksburg. Resigned June 1863 because of hedlth.

Was leading attommey in several law offices in Sheldon. Story in county history says he
was chess afficiondo, and one day when he had hired Irishman to dig his garden, add told him to
diguntil he returned from town, he started playing a chess game and when he dame home the
Irishman had dug a hole over ten feet deep. Took a day to fill up the hole.

Platted 5th addition to Sheldon. .

Had kidney disease; because of health moved to San Diego c. 1894.

f[.:_.f"l- (X / ,/'_" ®

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



e ‘Barr et OsMurnd M,

Sources Log For Legislation Bntries

Applicability

Source Non Applicable Applicable Information obtained
Sheldon Mail, 3 March 1899 X report of’ death, no obit
Stork/Blingan, Legislators X sessions served
GAR r3ecords % bio notes
Perkins, History of O/Brien Co, 1897 % picture
Past & Present OgBrien & Osceola Co. 1914 X bits of info
1860 Census Winneshiek Co. 888 5 farmer
1870 Census X not in Index e
1880 Census O'Brien Co. 161/12/20 X Zawyer, wf and 5 ch
Sheldon Area Cetenntial 1872 X says came to Sheldon 1873
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Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



HISTORY ,OF O'BRIEN COUNTY, IOWA. 80

early evening on horse back to attend a grange meeting, and
when he was returning home had completely Jost his bearings,
got turned around as men will after dark on the prairie, and
got lost. He was taken in and put to bed, but was all right
in the morning. C. P. Jones also went to Dakota the same
year with Mr. Klindt, and afterwards to the Pacific coast,
where he now resides. A nephew of Mr. Mennig’s, S. L.
McCallum, while here
in 1896, was curious
enough over Jones’ log
house, to make a picture
frame out of the wood.

The writer came to
O’Brien county in the
fall of 1870, and having
boarded with the family
of W. C. Butterfield at
Durant, did, upon Mr.
Butterfield’s return
from O’Brien county in
the summer of 1870, -
catch some of the B
pioneer spirit and enthusiasm with which Mr. Butterfield was
thoroughly imbued. I came up with Mr. Butterfield in Sep-
tember, 1870, and selected the southwest quarter of section
32 in Floyd township, and a part of which is now an addition
to Sheldon.

The first act was to build a shack which Mr. Butterfield
and myself erected in a day. It was 6 by 8, that is, the walls,
and we laid a few boards across the top for a roof. A piece
of an old horse blanket constituted the floor, and a window
frame with every light out, was inserted among the sods in
the south wall for a window, while a piece of board, laid up
against the building, where there was an aperture, we called
a door. In filing at the land office it was required to state
that the building on the claim had a roof, a door, a floor and

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



O'BRIEN AND OSCEOLA COUNTIES, IOWA. 265

general land. abstract and law business and later publishing a newspaper.
In 18935 he removed to Des Moines, where he died. Walker was an inde-
fatigable worker, of great personal bravery, and an intense fighter in his
business and legal enterprises.

Orsmond M. Barrett, at one time the leading lawyer of Sheldon, was
born in 1837, served in the Civil War as a Union soldier, and settled in the
practice of his profession at Sheldon in 1875 He was at various times
associated with Charley Allen, Alfred Morton, C. H. Bullis and S. A. Call-
vert, his name always heading the firm. He was a representative in the
nineteenth General Assembly, and senator in the twentieth, twenty-first,
twenty-second and twentyv-third General Assemblies of Iowa. , In his later
years he removed to (alifornia, residing at National City. where he died ’
March 1, 1890. :

John T. Stearns, born in 1841, was admitted to practice in Franklin =
county, lowa, and came to Primghar in 1875, where he was interested in .
real estate ventures in connection with his legal practice. For many years
he resided at Chamberlain, South Dakota. where he was actively engaged in
law and land business until 1895, when he returned to O'Brien county and
actively engaged in the practice of law. He made a specialty of land title
litigation and was for many years associated with other attorneys in the
conduct of litigation in behalf of settlers on the litigated railroad lands of
the county.. This litigation was generally successful, as most of his clients
had secured and remained in possession of the lands, but the contest was long
and arduous and J. T. Stearns’ ability led in no small degree to the success
of that series of legal battles. He died March 14, 1907, without an enem)
in the county.

Charles Allen, familiarly known as “Charley,” was born in 1833, ad-
mitted to practice in 1868, and came to the county in 1875 and associated
himself at Sheldon with O. M. Barrett in the practice of law, the firm being
known as Barrett & Allen. In 1879 we find him at Primghar temporarily
engaged in the drug business, but he soon returned to his profession and was
a successful practitioner in the county until 1881. Later he was a practicing
attorney at Lander, Wyoming, where he died in 1911. He was a good
lawyer, absolutely honest in money matters, and a man of varied talents.
being at one time leader of the band.

J. L. E. Peck engaged in the practice of law at Primghar in 1877 and
with but a short interruption, during the time his daughters were receiving

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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It all worked out to exact time and fact. Tom's leg was all fixed up true to
the expert surgeon, ready for the show with the boys. They actually car-
ried him up stairs by main strength, some dozen assisting. In the meantime
“Pomp” had said to the town boys that it would be a mean trick to leave the
planted weed decorations at his office, under such affliction. They had all
carefully removed same when Tom arrived. To round it up, when the right
time came, and after they had all gone through with their great sympathies
and carefully handling him to his room, he jumped up and danced all over
and down stairs and over the hotel, and all wound up in a hilarious time dur-
ing the evening. But “Pomp” could work both sides of such a joke to per-
fection, and on good sized scale.

“POMP” M'CORMACK ON THE COUNTY CAPITOL LOOK\TORY.

This time the joke was on “Pomp” himself. One Sunday forenoon a
bunch of the court house officials set up a job, and induced all hands, including
“Pomp,” to go up on Mt. Aetna to the top of the capitol building, the “Court
House Lookatory.” It worked, without “Pomp” hooking on, and all hands
landed in the cupola. Keeping “Pomp” engaged in conversation, they one
by one slid down the ladder in the attic, and drew the ladder after them,
leaving “Pomp” as monarch of all he surveyed. For some reason, he had no
means of escape. The court house rats for once in their lives all went to
church, but frst passing the word all along the line, around the square and at
hotels, that “Pomp” was holding Sunday services up on high, but that no one
should listen to him nor attend upon his services. He remained there until
sometime in the afternoon. It was one time that he thought jusfice was
called fer.

DIG TILL I COME BACK.

It was Col. Osmond M. Barrett, an attorney at Sheldon and for eight
vears state senator of this district, who loved a game of chess. He hired an
Irishman to dig and prepare a hot bed in the spring. He started the man at
work by platting off the size desired. and told him to dig away until he re-

turned and went down town.  He was soon engaged in a game of chess. He
did not return until nearly night.  As he approached his home he could see
some spadefuls of dirt coming up over a great pile. The man had proved
faithful. He had dug a great hole some ten or twelve feet deep. He had
dug until he came back. It took another day to fill it up.
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Our comnmunity was greatly shocked
and surprised when the news came over
the wire last Wednesday, that one of
Sheldon's former citizens, an old pro-
neer of this county and at one timea
representative of this distriet in the!
state senate, O, M, Barrett, had died
at hig Yome in National City, Cal.

AMr, Darrett was well known all over
northwest lowa and the length of time!
he served as state senator from this!
district gave him 4 wide acqnaintance
all over the state,

e was one of the early settlers of
Sheldon, coming here in 15873, {le
formed a law partuership with Charley
Allen, which tirm, DBarrett & Alen,
continued in bnsiness here for years
unti! Mr. Allen’s removal to the west,
Then he formed a partoership with
Judge Morton, and later joined himself
with Charley DBullis,  The inexorable
law of nuture has now carried every
member of these last two tirmy, Darrett,
Morton and Dullis, into the great be-
yond. 1lislest partnership was formed
with Judge Calvert, who1s now located
1 the state of Washington,

Mr. Barrett, hke all ot the rest of us,
had his virtnes snd hs faults, his ens-

Barrett Dead, {

Local Happening

~

arrett Bros, have o new ad,

Tie ALy oflice for job print

Henry Cram went to Onawi
jay,

L. 1 Baroett was over from S
yesterday,

I, J. Skewis was here from |

yusterday.

Giet yonr sale bills
EAacne oflice,

T. C. Lewis, of [Hartley
city lass Monday.
. L Gannon was
Boyden yesterday.

prioted

was

~ in the city

Connty Attorney Waldsmith
Sanborn last Tuesday.,

C. 5. MceLunry transacted busi
in Minnesota Thursday,

Miss desse Wilber cume down
Worthington last evening

T, Hunsen and wife, of Hartle:
here last Friday afternoon, .

For a neat job of printing
Kind call at the KacLE oflice.

Miss Harrtett DBurnell attned
ITollister~Itoe wedding at Iull,

mies and his friends,  He was a de-
voted worshiper of Mummon and deeply
absorbed in the accumulation of worldly
goods in which pursuit he was highly
successful.

He moved to California abont eight
years ago and in his frequent visits
here since was full of praise of the land
of fruit and tlowers,

Mr. Barrett was endowed with a very
tender nature. A pathetic and touch-
ing story would itmmediately til! his
eyes with tears and his love of home,
wife and children and keen sympathy
for the unfortunate and suaflering was
great indeed,  As 8 lawyer he never
distinguished himsalf, though his tirm
always had their share of the business
while he was Jocated here, o pertod
covering nearly a quarter ol 4 century.

He wusabout sixty live years of nge,
leaves & wife and several children, now
residing at Nutional Ciry, Noue of us
knew of his sickness, and it issnpposed
thut his deaith was sadden and unex.
peeted, It was n surprise to sll here,
who knew him, but the summona of

&l By Vothkers S Staf o fHe State Histerical §
warning and when least expected,

When needing anything in the
Jjob printing call at the FacLec
Migs Luecile Keith spent IFrid:
Sunday with relatives at Rock i
Scienti
m; Subject “subei

IPirgt church of Christ,
viceg 1045 a,

I£ you have lost, found, want
or sellanythlng, advertisein the |-

Curt Cutting,
rentaurant man,
day.

N. F. Worth, the only eno
Clothier in Sheldon has 1 new
this issne,

the popnlar =
was in the ety

The Collins boys shipped  their
te =outh Dakota, from Boviden, t)
of the weak,

[t is reported  that the {1y
Cream Separntor man' eansed @«
his friends to moarn by us dep

Mra, tGieo, Burragar wont up to
Thursday mormne to visit a co

days with her duughter, Mrs
Brown,
C. D, Ray, who now has char

the Towa nuwnpaln [nstitute
Iwa ary, Des Maines, It'wa
Qe o ?nmh‘vw%.m lrc;p to Sthle

snnday,



isit Our Grocery Department.

STARRETT BROS.

Leaders of Popular Prices

and-Caorrect

Styles.

Montgomery has been announced
candidate for Representative in
X county in addition to DBailey
ptiiers. As Representative Dailey
Mr., Montgomery both live in the
» Lownship there is every pros-
that there will bea “hot time”
eton when the Reading caueus is

ie ! wa Democrat, Diro. Y. .
der . good paper, comes to us be-
ed in a dress of new type and

ingas brieht and neat as a sum-
belle. The Mail is gratitled to
this indication of Iiro. Wonder's
perity. Ile deserves it all. and
Jdnley times shine upon the just
unjust alike.

e of the last of Speaker Reed's
sms was to discourteousiy igonore
Wheeler when that hero of two
. humbly asked to be permitted
Idress the Touse, just previous to
adjournment.  Notwithstanding
snub, the speaker was “thanked™
rding to custom by friends and
alike for bis distinguisbhed ser-
soas oo presiding oficer, showing
graceful way that the louse is
greater than Reed, despite his
ion tothe contrary,

ye Mail has reecived from Ion,
I, Roberts, dircelor of the miot,
ra’  Yelal statistical reports of
wou . of his burcau for which It
tly thankful,  Mr. Roberts seers

muelh ot home in his present
tion and these reports are more
1 ordiBourtks loival Tertitorial gnd IStata Legi
seome from his wifted head and
fd,

THE LATE GOL B&RRETT

Complimentary I’r'cs-:.*-i Tributes to the

Memory of the Decensed I'loneer
Cltizen of sheldon.
Alton Democrat: Col, O, M. Darrctt

was a brave soldier, a pioneer of the
northwest, a lawyer of ability, Col.
Barrett was 4 notable figure in state
politics a number of vears ago. was a
strong Republican in his political be-
liefs, but loved justice. Ile possessed
a genial and sunshiny nature that was
a pleasure to come in contact with:
he was large-hearted and his band
clasp was like o benediction.

Ounly a few months ago Col. Barrett
was in the city looking after the old
Alton Hoeuse property which he owns,
and while here paid us a pleasant call.
At that time he seemed to be in ex-
cellent health and  spirits, and re-
marked that “the climate was 8o
mild and =alubrious out in California,
that one just lives on until they get
so old that they grow tired of living,
and enjoy every minute ef it.”

Many will sincercely mourn his sud-
den death, for it might be saild of
Col, Barrett, that he was a good man
and made the world better for hav-
ing lived in it,

Des Moines Capital:  Former State
Senator O. M. Barrett, a pioneer set-
tler of O'Drien county, died recently
in California. ‘I'here was an honest,
candid trait of character about Mr,
Barrett that caused bim to be highly
esteemed among his assoclates o the
general assembly, all of whom will
learn of his death with sineere regret,

——

sotuthhwest O'Belen Ttems,
wulllon Times:  One  hundred
signers have been secured to the asso-
clation agreement to bulld a German
hall on the Kwoldt farm just cast of

LowI.
IatorsC IIectlo ompiled b volunte rs and staff at the
nﬁ\ irnp“ .1n Lun: Vo ﬁf va:-

] dll]llrl 1 about the 1ith for their new
home in Tehama county. California.

A little bird sat on a tele
phone pole,

Sunning its soft brown
breast;

sang of MASTER'S

SPECIFICS and said:

“Now this is the very
best, best.”

[t

E. I.. BARRAGAR,
Manufacturer,
CHEMIST AND DRUGGIST,
Sheldon, lowa.

Not How Cheap
But How Well!




ried Wednesday to John S, Roe of
x Ialls. Miss IHollister clerked
a long time in Starrett DBros)'
2. Mr. Roe is the young man who
ed Sheldon last fall and gave in-
ctions at the DBaptist gyvmnasium.
YO people have a number of
1ds ;. Sheldon who tender them
r best wishes.

arshal Hudson reports that he
a lue to the wherebouts of J. T.
aury's horse aod carriage. An
It answering the description of
stolen steed and vehicle passed
ugh a town in Jackson county,
nesnta. one day this week. The
ity sherifT and Mr. Higley are
ecuting a vigorous search after
thief and his plunder.

—— ————

THE SECRET OF A SUCCESS.

Ile
In-

Case of Arthur Stewart—IIow
18 I’rospered Dy a Few Years'
stry and Good Manugement.

rthur Stewart and famiiy depart-
for their newly-acquired farm
1¢ near Valley Springs, S. D.,
irsday morning.

rthur is a noteworthy example of
it a man can do wbo does as
bas 'ope.  About twenty years
At ur began work in the Prairie
en Mill elevator on the moderate
ry of £35.00 per month. He had
»sted a few hundred dollars he
accummulated up to that time
ighty acres of Sioux county land.
dint of industry and careful man-
ment he paid io full for this land

pow goecs o onto. a  240-acre
n which is nearly free {rom
ummbrance, the  possessor  of

'ty head of cattle, fifteen hogs,
irses. all necessary farmiog uten-
and £1,100 in cash. For twelve
rs Arthur supplied the Arlington
el with milk for which service he
sived another income of £35.00
month. Doth Mr. Logan and Mr.
cker speak in high terms of
har. His way of managing things,
steady industry and the increase
the value of the St-acre farm he
t owned, resulted in lis becoming
eptionally well-to-do in ouly a few
rL voars,

Vi, arthur has done other men
Cdo. His success shows that by
rking carly and late and Ly being
wrable, careful and temperate one
ertain 1o get oo in the world, even
ugh hEPHE e e {RTEhsHT 31 hegis"

tonly 2 small income togoon., It

peace.

The Sheldon dramatic company.
composed of Pomp McCormack, Wm.
Strong, N. H. Barnum, F.T. Piper
and others, visited LeMars,

II. B. Wyman was mayor. treasurer
and school director.

0. M. BARRETT DEAD.
Ile Died Suddenly on Wednesday

Morningz at I11is ITome In =an Dic¢zo,

California.

H. B. Wyman received a4 telegram
soon after noon on Wedpesday stat-
ing that O. M. PBarrett had died at
9% a.m.that day. The telegram was
from J. P. Christiansen, presumably a
a neighbor. No particulars were giv-
en. nor has any further word been re-
ceived up to this time, either by Mr.
Wyman or Mrs. Dullis, Mr. Darrett's
sister. It is pot known by anvbody
here that Mr. Darrett had been ill
hence the presumption that his death
occurred suddenly.

Sheldon people were shocked by the
anpouncement, and additional in-
telligence is awaited with anxious ino-
terest. Mr. and Mrs. Buarrett visited
bere several weeks last fall.  Mr.
Barrett waskoown to be afflicted with
a kidaey trouble, but he was naturally
so genial and upcomplaining that
people here were not at ail prepared to
hear of his death. and are at a loss to
know what the immediate cause
of his deceass could have been.

Mr. Barrett was 62 vears of age.
During his mapy years' residence in
Siheldon he was prominent and popu-
lar. IHe served several terms in the
liouse of Rlepresentatives and Senate
from this part of the state and had
an extended acquaintance and a great
many personil and political friends.
A man of me2ans, he lived well and
was especially devoted to his family,
which in turp was more than ordi-
parily attached to him. He came to
Sheldon from Burr Oak, 1a.. neariy 25
yvears ago. Some seven yvears igo hie
moved with his family to San Diego,
California. His life was insured in
the Northwestern Mutual of Milwau-
kee for 28,000 and in the Bankers'
Life for $4,000. 1is sister. Mrs. Mary
Bullis, understands that he carried
other life insurance, in all aggregat-
iy $20,000 or more.

——— o S te——

THE CHUROCHES.

4w e s

Sanhorn
stores this sumrier.
good place to buy hats.

Hartley ITerald: Robbie Trowbridge
of Sanborn spent Sunday in Hartley
with his aunt, Mrs. Farley.

Mrs. Anderson is here from Mason
City on a visit to her mother and
father, Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Green.

Fred Peters and family of Linceln
township have moved to Freeport,
1llinois, to make their future home.

Schinol election oceurs a week from
Maonday. but we have not leard of
any names mentioned as candidates.

The Merry Makers ciub will give
one of their pleasant dances at Tel-
kamp's Union hall YWednesday night,
March S

Larrabee Review: A. L. Rarmond
and wife of Sanborn are visiting Mrs.
Raymond’'s parents. Mr. apd Mrs. N.
W. Smith.

The ladies of the Presbyterian
church will hold a socia! at the home
of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Kissler 2 week
from Friday oight.

"The young people of the Epworth
League will hold a *‘Shingle Social”
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Will
Wolf Saturday evening, March 4.

W. H. Home & Son’s sow sale was
quite a success last Thursday. pot-
withstandiog the bad weather. The
sows averaged a little over 215 a head.

The W. R. C. gave Mrs. R. C. Free
a farewell party last Friday evening.
The young people gave a party in
honor of her two daughters Thursday
evening.

Reyv. Clearwater of Lake Park
nreached at the Methedist church
last Sunday. The pastor, Rev. Huger,
was conducting revival meetings at
that place. :

Many of cur citizens expect to at-
tend court at Primghar next week.
The case of Parsons comes up, also
the fellow who stole a harness from
H. Telkamp. N

The Franklio township Eating club
gave Wi Dummit and famiiva great
surprise last Wednesday.  About
thirty people attended the party aund
had a royal good time.

Theo, Zimmermian of northwest
Franklin township sold a carload cof
tine fat cattie to the East Side meat

will have three miilinery
Ought to he a

:10rS BOIREHORRbAIPASH BY voruhtedisand Sta¥ 4t Bive State, Histofical $pgiaty, efjowa Libgaty..Des, Mainesylgwa.

First Church of Clhrist, Scientist—

vt Al emensmt o aomianto Ernvannn

Services 10:45 0. n, Subjeet, Sub-

bought 100 nice sheep of Geo. Peck.

Cadar T2anidc o § kA |

Nannhlinan.





