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3. Significant event. for example : 
~. Bu.ino •• ________________________________________________ _ 
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# ' ; / tf 

I l tl1.fJ7 f.t t # /; k,.,1, ·/ W.7~t!Vt:40Mr/;' &.4.;'- (l,.:t£.~.~ 
4. Chur ch melllbor.hlp 1 ~,..j,'jl''' '' ' ' 'l" L 

~. Sess ion ... rv ed ;:rII: . 41 (A...L.d'2t(.~rIIr /tl .1, 

6. Public Offic .. 
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B. Stat. 

c . National 

g . Mam •• of paronta ____________________________________________ __ 
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ITI·:':; ~'Oll 01,0 
'1' 10;':S 

1,000 votf!ll. 
:.000 vole~ 
3.000 vote. 

IT on NEW 

"1" 
3.000 vol~s 
6.1100 .. nlf'~ 
9,OI}{l .. ot ... ~ 

.It,u t" lI i'IlII,· 

.... ,'1\<('<1 :I wnrll 01 
<"Ie. II. C. tr~lI ~on 

;\(lv~",I.er :;. 1 !'~1 

·ot I"nre~ t ("'I t ;· 
, t"~ Ilnl" he "'n ~ 

,III 1 911~ ... ·hl'n he 
.([ to 1.0' .\nJ;e le~ 
nnW tour YC<l~ 

,· ... ,1 10 ~1.'lltllnnl. 

In farmIng. · lie 
helllth lor Milne 
conKlell'l·" '\ --.(tor· 

" week~ IIgo, }[~ 
, ~pltlll al Wnllll~f 

:..rod 'lIe ~IIB ~u t~ 

~"' 

I\:lto, onn 
Itnd uth1lr 

h l~ ,Iuth. The r .. • 
to Peltry .. ·· Id llho. 

·d hi Ihe .tnmlly 

~'" 

SI~C~ REAPING> 
HVM'EROU~ 

DRIVeR 01'1 

.'.": 
,",. 

SAY;S .-ml~ ' ISHO 
TIME. ' 11> TAlK DI5- 
ARMAMrNr 

• 

-

tul oven/III> . WI9hl .. ~ 

'" rtlnrllM ot tho 

Til." 1""l'I'lIl City 
h';,1 ...... /1111. <I .. r 110 
h:<IIk fnr ~t;U IP )"1'0"1 
fh·~ t ot th t I .. ""th 
the "Ireh t,h;U"maey 
Ion a",t . tht' 0"I\]10 , 

11\ . thilt Io ulhlln-:. 
il \IIU·( 1IH'1l I~. 

t; " II ~' I" I 

~1. )1. Tho rlli.~nn 

Hlornlllg I l"Idn Ihl! I 
1,ltal In St. Pnul. \ 

Aflef 1\ "!lito,'! I1lnl'~H. J , I';, And ... r- tlen of the eount,., 1111 later n.- I,hle ' to , 0:011111 on account of 11001' the !TKlf, bllt "flLtrr 
~Ull. "'dltor ' or the 'PJ'eliend,'n!. p.II ..... ~ tended the" IO~1l Ifi''' unl'fl!ulty. h nlth .. '~lr, - Fo~ t er, , Rudoll.h and Inl and .... ·.11 cona 
nWIIY Ilt · " hosplt.1 In , Muon CIIY' I;;radUIoLt@d wlIh 1\ ··0. -)I.. degree In William, were ~r(! to an:,.,nd preu wu moved 
)!unday""morn[nll:. Noiember 28th, at 1816, lind the IflW ·dfl!lHtment. H e "'lIS the fune ra l WhiCh was held tolh.y. Into the IIIIalllln501 

, his' wlra'" father. ~ o'clock. lila )lInna, which WlUi admltled' (o the hll r aDd pr.(ll~ed law )IT"'" Anltll' Andersou Ind son arl! In .The build!,,!!" II 0" 
kidney troubh', Wile of lI\Jon! two for somd, yeara lind very n!!.[uTaH,. ICnJlforntl nnd conld not ·comp; Ru- RUIlcy nn~1 clrrle.d 
w~ekl duration, ~h.J rl nl: mORt or ~11~ tled Inlo polltlC!. He .wn! ,611lle,dolvh and WlIllllm were wllh him ·nnd wlllllkelY,be · ':::t th-o r~ .. . 

.mp' 1e ll:hhorK of 
,-<1"· 11 · ne:lt 

II nl I;~o tl eman Snt· 
' ''''nber ZG, \h(' (lC' 

Which tlmo he WII~ conrtncd 1011111 le,lall1tllre trom the dllirlct ·or WI>i"th'IWhen he dfed. ~ f I·cn"y ~r occupan, 
b~d at bls home In Ihe "oulh pllrl ("It Wlnncbll.go, fJ..llncock and Wrll;ht ~Ir. Anderaon Wat a member or. the 
to .... o. belor taho to Ihe hOlllllal ooly counties, In.lbc ~]al Itcoeral a8llemblY'I :,I: ... onlc Order, the Oddreliowl, Ibe Weddln,," A 
a few daYM before he paned away. having beeJ;\ electM U a ,""publican. Woodm('n. the Yeoman and Ihe I ' , I Min I..olile Lun~ i th hl r thdlY. After His IIIne ... was ot ~ueb nature Ihlll Mler atrtlla.tlng with me republlcnn Untt~ Workmen. In the two tormer . 

:Irilally recover,.d nothln~ more· than maklnc hla last pllrt,. tor mllll.)' )·u,TI. durlnr "'.bteh 10rd~TI he had r.celved Jtlost or the !n marriage to D. 
,lIkeu IIOmewhat da' . corntqrtable. was POnlble, and time he. wall prominent as a Ipeaker" hlcher de!:re .. , .nd Will weil Inform· I ~r :9, 1911, and ' 

>', b" came a. democraL 11 wal ., a led ot Ihelr modu and UIII," The tbll !li:culon IhiTt 
m,. Iua arrlnged <~::..:;.;,;:;.r:;::1~ 

IIUentlon bal democ:rnt tbal h, e nnlved the nomln- ,fll 'JI~ral I{Irvlc~" lire beln&" held tod«"y, I frlendl pleullnlly 500. ~o prizeli h h \ rl 
"In~ long chllnCel IItiOn liS .llelltenalll-J:overnor. ot 10 .... 11. I"re \Linl~r Iht a uaplcu of the ~l l!onlc I rlr orne. Ion III 
,~ rlvnlr)" 1n ,alii ~luon l c n!lrl O,Idr8110w or j:l\nhnllollB Ut' t'stabll_hed Ihe Independent In nrder, eonducterl by Rn. WI"lns of I GrAnl 1\1 to.1 lq .... a ,. 

A a urlll~~~ lunch e~empHt\ed lh .. f.Howahll' tenelll ot 1881, and ' hlll been II. t{llln r nnd pILh. CarnH. and hf'ld from Ihe M, E. : ,o)"l'd: :\In. P itk in 
, ., ,thoae grent order. In til<' r Jar th '" nlDlt Of the Ihilly.foUl cburch ' IIl2 p .. I1I .. Intcrment · helng ~l ... ," ~tln f earl 

, .. , 11 oelocR nn _ I ' 
~th the \.ell II Ie sto ..... ell upon II. brother. ot lIa e~htence I ma,le In Oll.kwood eemetery. ~o o. III Inllrun1.JIlI 

' ~ellIOO was·· oorn In e ha.' · tonr children. ,. Itudol"h. "hn~ "nal"8 one oJ the e~·~I, ,",. Lundat rum. a reall ,I waM prnent ... d. ,. ,. ·Y " 

Itnrnnnello ,lhOllelt. ~lArch ,1II~6, ~nd ame 10 Amcrlca William· 1". And Horace And,'rlOn lIod l ller. ot Iho county lind noi-thm-II ' n ,IlIe' lo r 'lelllu 

I ler lingering tor II 1 ,,·hen six "rUTR of 111':0. In 1860. when I a daugbtcr, ~I ra. Edwin }>'oater. lila I Iowa. lind n mill ..... ho Will> ,'erha,>s e I\rum. lin ln~lr ,*,'" 
,. )'earll old Ii(' CAme 10 WlnnrbUo wife died In April. I9Z0. \Irl. F ()fIler bellt known 0" all )hole who CAme I LundBtrnm And ;U 

lon, the I:lIrlltll dto- 1 
t'Ol1Illy, and ...... amonr: the tin, acl_ who ·Uvea lit ~1I1nhlo, :\lInn., "·u un· here In an early da)', I dU f!t by )11,,"0)8 Ru 

r. ijolflln!;er "'an)" _ .. . ... . , AnderMln, ' InSln 
Ihl day, lind thank- ___ .. _______ ._ .. _____ _ ~ __ ._. ________ . ' ~II~I{'II E~ther lind 
,. " I.lI lnm evenlo~. · I . . ' , 
____ .\n 411"'" I .. 'ttrr. . II your d UI)' to aloll II. If the law III ottlcen or the I."· lire In IC& t;UC with and il r"'110, by ~ 

' -- , IWTonl:'. work lo, ret>t.'IIIIt ·IHlI ohey It IllwhrMkel"l." ,. IThlll \I'IIK tollow~ 1I1~ Omtl' 
To· th13 Council l\u,1 CItizen. of I,'oreal nil lon~ .. It I. n In... . nUl ... hn Then la yer more to 8/1)" nhollt thl" tre!hmeuts . \ Ir. illl 

CIIY: " I d ilr;~ to .IIY. tlntl the In';"',/I wrong? motion · fl[clU re~ III 11\ wllOl~_OOI Ilm- l llr&\lentl'd with an 
' On Ilio .eHllln}: 01 Novemh('r 11 .. ' Doeft nol every pt"'l 01 OUT govnn· ply Sundny .hows. You. ";ho .~ tlellll l ftelt Inl·lt~d. glt~B I ' 

lui Secor building. R~v. J. I·:. Andenon, nllv J. D. Wol· TOMt recOtollC III I" Illw? Our' pOBlnl the Iheater., know. It lit+> .I.IC hlrl\.~ n\"e I r~""fCt1Y~ home .. , 
cn tlon he ha ll more rotl .. P. Lovene. I'rolll ... or Neveln nnd depnrtm~nt mUll hI' of III much !Ill- cn:nn, pure, lnuructlve. unli tlh;;: o r . 111 .0:- ~Ir, 11M ~Ir.'. ( 
aceomodUlon~ t~r I'r"lldent Helll:cn aPl'e .. red before IlIe pOrtD.nce for Ihe ,:o\lnlry all . Iho the ~PI)OAlte. Do Ihey t,kllll'e III.,.. I r<'IUl"n8 <\f IlIe.l1l1) 

~ 

'on hn~ lnovl'\1 hI:. 
, I\c · \(Ircli 1,I\o.r1l11\61 

Cit);'· council. n~klng thaI Ihe th~ntl'r motion t>letllr~~ , h"t the II1nll, I~ IUllnen anel crime, "Ul:'t'~t .1ml.UI'II.I· l ~Ir. nnd ~Ir •. Cm 
I.n clo~e<1 on SundIlY.. After nil hlld not delivered on- SundJ\YI. . lind rhUcnle whU Ithiluld· ho Ilmiol"O'd "orth .... ~''' 1 01 10"·1 

nt to ChlCII!;"tI &tIU\"' .. , c, " ' 
"e<:o I> nn /I. . chance to a~II., t Ie Do not Ollr court" nCI upon the anll \"UptCled! All ·Ihe Inuntllin ~o rlar;e until Ihe III 

tor the Jftoohll th'm. manager of Ihl' theater. whom lome 

Ii 
'/ A NEIGHBORS 

one Ilad uked to be present. D.ro~e 
and In a 10"G r;<,ll\hHnc talk, tried 10 
drCcnd hlmult. I _ha ll not now tliki
"p hlB point. ot deren~a: but ·1I wu 
I'ertectlr clear to every llDe Ihl t he 
knew he ",Iolilled Ibe law .nd : In

qua11ty III northern tended 10 do. 10. 
, 

;ter eol11 ftM P kiU&d 'I'h,, · Ordinance No, '.9, lIago 172, 
~nd pun and .ome ~er.tlon 20, re':;IK: " 1/ any ·on'c hQidlnlil: 
!\wel't POlatou Ilre ~ license under Ih,. I.rovl.ron . of the· 

/IIIme l,rlnl'l)lle ! It I~ nOI Ihe province {I\II~t the "Ir~itm hf'. Are tbe aclon. 1I00ve, hren re.ldlnl 
of the 18w to conlrol .n . klnda ot who tl,lIre on th ,' ac roen 01 I;ood . ....... .., .. ".,., 
l>U~ltI<'S"! Or I. Ihe lIIovle bmitne!!:!' n mnl·,,1 character ! Uow II · It ? . 1'h,' ' --- -
IlIw to Itl clt? 1/ 1\ IR IIbQVC or out- 11111'- week·" Lltorary Dlgoll hu III very IOWA FRIENI 
lido 01 the law_tht .. II · hn,,' no pro. In tormlnl': Il r llcle qn Ihla votnt. We 
teel\Qn Ironl the t"",: 1 hav" ,nod MI,clI.k 01 .100 Iler c~nt An)eI"lcnnlen,. I_· TI 
"uthorlty tor the MUllement. .that Ihe A~ ao ,(lUorlcan elll~e n, I npveal to I 
Motion Pleture ' Intere~tR hive during )"OU thlt the law he entorced 1111<1 thnt . ~ 
the .lut ' ynt.r mllilo the mOlt wiCked the hlghellt limit of the tine be 1m. D~IIr ~\I\I\I\\II: 

I There \\l1li hetn 

~Qn:~~~~:~.;~:~n~:t~o 1::~oC::~: ~:I:~~~rAe:e~r:~ '6: It!I:;:~~~:~,,~~~1l '. n~k~el II R to . wrll 
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KOSSUTH, HANCOCK- • .... 

C 0 U N TI E S, lOW A , 

l'OGETRER WITH SKETCHES OF THEIR CITIES, VILLAGES AND TOWNSHIPS, EDUCATIONAL, 
CIVIL, MILITARY AND POLITICAL HISTORY; PORTRAITS OF I'KOM-

INENT PERSONS, AND BIOGRAPHIES OF 
RBPRESENTATl VB CITIZENS. 

HI S TORY OF IOWA, 

EMBRACING ACCOUNTS OF THE PRE-HISTORIC RACES, AND A BRmF ltEVTBW 
OF ITS CIVIL AND MILITABY HISTORY. 

I LLU STRA T ED . 

SPIUJfOJ'IJl:loD, lLL. 

j UNION l'lt BLI8BlNG COIIPANY. t 
~F~~======='~='======~'~'F 
f 
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i 804 HI STORY OF W INNEBAGO COUNTY. ~ 

wILen a chlid . MI', Nelson has beell iden- leg at T bibodeaux City, L a. At the close of 
t ified with tue l'OUllly for many years, the war he ret urned to Clayton county, 

.-alld has Aeen its mallY chan gea. a nd atte Ilded schoo l an McGregol'. I n 
\Vi1Jiam H . Fi l'he.l', attorney at law, of the fall of 1873 he en tered the Iowa S tate 

Forellt City, was born ill W. Va.} Ju ly 24, Unive rsity, graduating i ll the law depart-
1850. W·ben a small boy his parents emi- ment in 1875. I n t he fall of the same 
grated to K ane Co., Ill., where they year be W:J.:;J appointed de pu ty 1'eg ister of 
re mained a sbort time, removing to Fay- the State land office, wh'jell position 'he 
ette CO.,low3,whel'ebegrew tomanhood. held about two years. On May 1,1877, 
H e located in Winnebago co un ty ill June, he established the Wi'nnebago Coun ty 
18.69. In 1877 he e n tered t he office of Bauk, and Jall. 1,1880, so ld a ha.lf inter
Ransom & Olmstead, and was admitted est to James H. Easton , and co n tinued un
to the bar, in May, 1878, since wbich ti me der the firm nallle of Easto n & 'TIJomp. 
he has followed hili profession in Forest SO ll. III the faU of 1883 b is hl'otbe r, J. 
City. H e was married in 1870 to Mar tha Thozo]J !!on, purchased the i ll tel'e~t of M I'. 
J. H oward, who died in l876. In 1879 Easton and the firm is now T hom pson 
he was agaill married to Florence A. Bros., the uank having been re·organized 
Steward, a native of Maine. This un ion with a paid 1lp capital of $25,000. MI'. 
was blessed wi th three children- R ay Thom pson was married Dec. ~2 , 1875, to 
moud E., R obert S. an d Bessie. M I' . • Ju lia Clark, a daughtp.1' of J udge ClaJ'k , 
F isher is a blaste r Mason, and a member the fOllnder of F orest City. She was 
of the L O. O . F.lodge. H e is a young b orn ill this city Sept. 19,1857. FOllr 
mall wbo has lived in the county for a children hless this lin ion, tbree of wh om 
number of ycars, and by close attention to are liv ing-J. Cla rk , Clyde C. and Merle 
praJtice bas gained a pos ition of which he M. 1\'11'. Thompson is, in pol i tics, a s taun ch 
can well be proud. republicall, alld is 1I0W the m ayo r of For-

J . F. Thompson, banker, was born in est Ci~y, having been elected by a large 
I lancock cou nty, Sept. 3, 184 8. H e is the majority on the tempel'aIICe ticket. H e 
i'\O Il of Mattbew and Martha (Spaulding) is also a member of the Masonic fl'3ter
Thompson, his fathel' a natiye of I reland , lIity, being passed to a Kni g h t Templar. 
a lld hi s mothe r of Vermon t . T hey we re H Oll. J . E. Ande rso u is a nati ve of Swe
lI ,al'ried ill Oh io, and we l:e the pa rents of den, b 01"n ill 1846. Tn 1852 his parents 
lIine childl'cn, scven SOilS and two daugh- emigrated to America, and after rem ain
tns. III OeLobe l' , 1857, Mr. Thompson lin g th r ee yea rs ill the city of New York, 
locMed io Clay ton Co., I owa. T he sub· re moved to 'vVhitcside Co., I lL , and settled 
jt!ct of this sketch was reared as a farm on a funll . I n 1855 they r(,llloved to 
hoy, receiving his early education in the Lyons, I o wa. In 1860, they Ft'ltl(-d 011 a 
c .• mwon schoo ls. III .f illy, 1863, he en · farlll ill Winnebago county, where Mr. 
te red the se rvicf!, e nl istillg in the 4th AIlJet'tlOII has since resided. H e receivall 

~ I owa Battery, scning until th e clo:;e of a common school educati on, where he r('- t 
~~.;::=='~~"~="="='= .. ==I=n=1=8=6=5=1=,c=,=,=a=,=,=,="=,,=,=,"=,=d=i=n=1="="==,=i=d:C=t1=,,=P='=U=1=8=':·6=,=W=I=,,=u="=c=e=n=,=c=,.:,d=':h:C:U:.,.;P:·::;.F 
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pe r Iowa University, where he spent J ohnson, by whom he has had three cb il 
three yeara. H e then entered the State dren, two of which are living-Rand ol ph 
Uoiversity, where he took a f ull course M. and H once E. Mr. and l\lJ-s. Ander
of scientific and classical studies, and son a re members of the 1\1. E. Church of 
graduated with the class of 1872, and in Forest City, at whic-h place he n Ow r e-
187 6 graduated in the law departme nt of sides, e ngaged in the practice of law, to
the same institution. Mr. Anderson is gether with loaning of money and sale of 
honorably d istinguished as the au thor flf la nds. "Trlle and upright in all bi~ du-
a work on " calcu lations," and in having ties, he has a name truly honorab le, and a 
from 1872 to 1875 visited some 3('0 col- character worthy of emulation." A local 
leges situated in nearly every State in the writer thus speaks of bim in refe re nce to 
Union, and delivering lec tures on the sub- his labors in the General Assembly: 
ject before tho~e in stitutions. In the fall "Hon. J. E. Anderso l), although h~ made 
of 188 1, Mr. Ande rson was e lected to the no attempts at ol'ator y, made fo r himself 
State Asse mb ly from the 77th legi",lative a vel'y excellent record . Hewasathol'ough 
district, composed of the countiea of worker, and, during the entire session, 
Worth, Winnebago, Hancock and Wright, did not., I believe, miss a single rol l call. 
receiving a majority of 3 ,000 votes, being H e was always to be fou nd in h is seat, 
the largest majority by whi ch any mem- and gave the stricteat and doseRt atten
hel' of th e H ouse was elected . This may tion to business. As many committee 
be accepted by our r eaders as all ev idence meetings as he co uld find time to attend, 
of his personal p opulari ty, or of t he i ll- he attended, and shirked 110 duty imposed 
telligence of h is co nstitue ncy. or both, or upon h im. His genial a,?d social disposi
neither, acco rding to their individual po- t ion gained for him hosts of friends, and 
litical bias. .MI'. Anderson is nearly six to illustrate this I will only menti on one 
fee t in height, of fine figurll and presence, in stan ce of wh ich I took parti cular notice. 
wears a full beard, aHd is in a word if not I think it was the day immediately pre
the best looking- at least among the few ced ing the last of the session, when the 
best looking men in the I-l ouse . Every regular order of business was being striCt
work of true reform bas had him among Iy followed, and tbeHouse,forRomecause 
its unfli nch ing advocates. He speaks or other was in an exceedingly bad bu· 
with great ease and energy, and h is argu- mol', and had' r~fused several me mbers to 
me nts are al way!'! to the point and un i- take up measures out of their order; it 
fo rmly enlist marked attention. He is was on this day, and whil e this feeling 
chairman of the Library commitLee and was upon th e House that Mr. Anderso n 
member of th ose ou Judiciary, Sc:hools, asked leave to take up out (>f its order the 
Claims, Compensation of Public Officers, bill for funding county indebtedness, and 
State University, Constitutional Amend- his request was g ranted witbont&dissent
ments, and Senato ri al and R ep resentative ing vo ice, and this, alone, speaks better of 

j Distr icts. H e was married in 1875 to his standi ng among th e membeffl than if t 
! Martha A., daughter of N cl so n and Anna I d evoted a whole column to him. The 

1!~·~r~==================~.~~ 

c' .. ,0' Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.
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1 806 HISTORY OF 'WIN NE BAGO COUNTY. r 

di strict. l.h: reprcsc nll·d bas no cause to re
gret having elected him, fo r I Rssur e YOIl 
their intereSlli wen- in safe and good 
handM." 

George A. Franklin, of the finn of Lat
timo re & Co., attorneys and real estat.e 
agents, "Forest.Cit.y, W alt born in R ock fo rd, 
111., April 2, 1855. H e is a g raduate of 
the St.ate Normal, of llJinois, in tb e class 
of 1877 . In 1878 alld 187w he was em
ployed a8 principal in t he Butler 8choo ls, 
M ont gomery Co., III. In the spr ing of 
188 1 be came to W in nebago count.y, w b ere 
he engaged ill stock g rowing. In tbe 
sprin g of 1883, he purchased an intel'est in 
hiB present bll si nefi8. They make the co l
lections of slow and doubtful claims, and 
tbE! foreclosures of mortgages a specialty. 

practice. He held the office of county 
supe rint.endent of .. ,chools for four years, 
and proved a very effi cient officer. He 
wa.s marl·jed. in 1875, to Mary E.Clark, a 

native of Canada, wh o has bo rn e him two 
children- Mill a L. and Clal'a M. 

E. F . Thompson came t.o Lake Mills 
from .Minn eapoli s, in 1876. H e had been 
in practice in the laue r ci.ty for some t ime, 
in partnc l's bip with a law finn, and had 
met witu very good success. 

In 1869 J. E. H oward came with his 
pare nts t o Forest City. Early in 1876 he 
commenced the study of law and was ad
mitted to the bar in 1878, by Judge C.1'. 
Granger, aL a term of th e c ircuit court. 
Mr. H oward was born ill Faytltte Co., 
I owa, Aug. 31, 185 5, bill pan' ut8 being 
Samuel and Jane (Alcorn) Ho ward,I1:\
t ivell of Pellllllylvania. H e is not in ac
tual practice at present, but is engaged in . 
land and collection businesll . Mr. How
ard is one of the -ri s ing young men of 
Forest City . 

J . T . Latti more came to Fore~t C ity in 
t.he spring of 18'1'1 and opened a law office . 
Mr. Lattimore ill a native of Pennllylvan ia . 
He lIt.udi ed law in Mason Ci t.y with Judge 
Wilbur, and 0 11 being admittE"d to t he haT 

he came to Fo reat City. He is now con
nected witiJ the Forest City Ban k, and bia 
tim e is cbiefly occupied in attend ing to 
land sales and coll ections. 

The law and real estate firm of Picker
ing, Hartl ey & Harwood, of Northwood, 
establ ished a branth busines!! at Lake 
M ill s, in 187 Q, and W . C. H arwood t.ook 
cha]'ge of the busi ness. Messrs. Pi ck
ering and Hartl ey are the lawyerA of 

J
J thc firm , Mr. Harwood, attending to the t 

other bU1!iness of the 6rm. 

11~.~r~==================~, ~.~.~ 

W. A. Chapman , a prominent attorney 
of Lake Mill s, was b orn in Kalamazoo 
Co., Mich., in Novembe l', 1 642, hi~ par
el]ts being Willard and Polly (Welle ]') 
(,bapman. His fatbE'r WaR a native o f 
~'lassachu8ett s j his motber of Verm on t. 

Whil e W. A . was quite young his parents 
removed to Canada, wbere he was reared 
on a farro . Hi8 widowed mother is now 
living in Brooklin, province of Ontario. 
i\Ir. C::hapman left home when be attained 
hi s majo]'ity a nd. for a number of ycars 
t'ngaged in teaching. He spent one yea r 
]11 Buffalo, N. Y., also about two 
yean in and about Chicago, teach ing 
"chool, and in 1873 came Lo Iowa locating 
at Lake Mills. Fort.wo or th ree years he 
WM engaged in t.eacliing !!chool and in 
I<ludy ing la .... ·, and in 1876 was adlnitt.ed 
to the bILl" by J udge George 'V . Ruddick. 
Si uce that ti me 1\1r. Chapman has a pplied 
himsclf wholly to tbe practice of hi s 
jJrofess ioll an d has built. lip a lu cralive 

Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.
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Dubuque Oil the fir$t ballot, although be had 
two stro llg competitors; and at the election 
in Novemlx:r of that vca r he received 64,170 

.majori ty o\"er the ill'sian candid at.::. 
In the \\'inter of 1900, while on a business 

trip in Sail Francisco, Mr. Merriam was 
taken sick wi th typhoid fever and narrowly 

·escaped death. He was a very sick man for 
mnn," mOnTh s, though his determination not 
to shirk r,::spoll sib ility'brought him back t.o 
his office lOllg before he was well. He had 
no oppoi:ition for a second term, being re
"Dominated by acclamation by the republican 
-state convention August 1, 1900, and re
·el~ted by Ilcarly 100,000 majority o\"er the 
fusion nominee. 

:1\[r. :i\Ieniam belongs to the Knights of 
P ythias Rnrl )Jn sOllic lodges and to the Gra nt 
Club ; is s(,C)·('t:HY :\Ild member of the board 
·of t rustees of Lenox Collegt!- of Hopkinton; 
and is a deacon ill th(' Presbyterian church. 

H e was nlfll'riell Jill:' 10, 1880, to ElnorA 
X. Hitchcock. who was born in the adjoin
iog county of .Tones, October 16, 1867. 11rs. 
:Merriam was educated in the public schools 
and in ) IOllruOllth Collt?ge, Illinois j and was' 
.a teacher fo r a number of years. Tbey have 
bad three children , two of whom died in 
infancy. The (lldes!, Frank Howard, born 
April 23, 1890, is a br ight, healthy boy_ 

While ~fr. }'fCl'I'iam now holds one of t1le 
most important of tb ~ offices of the state, se
cured by native ability and determination, 
an d tbat at the {'arly nge of thirty-three, 
it is bllt reaSQllahle to assume that hp. will 
attain still ,greater prom inence in stal~ ami 
nAtional affair!'!. 

AXDEHSOX .. 1 011 .... E., of F orest City, 
is in the best sense of the wo rd R. W~lcrll 
man. In his financial success, nnLlcmishc<1 
political record and stead ily t!-xpanding field 
of usefulness in life's pursuits, Forest City 
and I owa may well feel a personal interest. 

uThere is n tide in the affairs of men 
which taken at the flood leads on 'l<l fort.une." 
Mr. Anderson probably did not take his poli
tical and business cue in life from Brutus, 
but it is SA fe to say that he possessed so kC<'n 
an int.uitiv:e se nse, if not practical know
ledge, of th~ ~bb and flow of life's cu rrents 
:that. he took them nt the flood . He i(i n na-

tire" of Swedell, where he was born :March 
~.~ . IS ·I(i. Tn ]852 he CAme with his l)arents 
to .\mel'ica, and nft~r spe nding th ree years 
in the cities of Xcw York and Brooklyn. l'e

IlIo\'cd to Whiteside eOll llty, Illinois, Where 
they spc·n t t\\'o years 0 11 fI fa rm, then resided 
threl! year;; in LyolIs, Tow n. In 1860 they 

\oc:lleJ on a farm in Winncb~go county, and 
it is therc J[r. _\ndc l"son ha s grown 10 man· 
houo!. When he h~d fin ished the eOlllmo n 
"I:ll1)(.ls, 1](' en tcrC'd tile Lppc r I o\\" a t;uiver
"il)" ill 18G/j, and the re PHI"SlICJ h i~ studies 
pl.: r~ i ~ t (' ntl.v for tlnc!' ycars. T his w:u fo l
itl\re!l with 1\ clnssical [lilt! sl'ientific course 
ill the fowa State Universil \·. frolll which 
he ;;rndulltcd "'ith high hOIiOl'; in 18n. His 
ambition still not sn ti~fied t he llInlricn lated 
in the law depat·tnlCnt of the last named in· 
sti tlltion, and in 1876 we find him a graduate 
in the profession of Blackstone. H is Wi3-

dom in securing both a classical and law edu
cation is shown in the good use to which bis 
knowledge in these directions bas b~1l put. 
I n 1881 he was elected to represent Winne
hago, Worth, Hancock and Wright counties 
in the legislature, and his profess ionnl 
knowledge of the law find the schools was 

given a fitting recognitio n hy a chnil'm AI! ' 
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6bip and a membersbip in tbe following im
portant committees: Judiciary, scbools, li
brary, claims, State University, compensa
tion of public officers, constitutional amend
ments and senatorial and, representative dis
tricts. He is a parliamentarian of recog
nized ability, an able writer and a gnceful 
and convincing speaker. In many struggles 
on the floor of the house,' be was an active 
participant, and his words always command
ed the marked attention of tbat body. Hav
ing been elected on the repUblican ticket he 
continued to affiliate with that party until 
tbe birth of the p~ple's party in 1891, when 
he embraced the new faith and was made 
chairman of the first state convention, which 
met in Des Moines in that year. He was a 
delegate at large from the state of Iowa to 
the populist national convention held in 
Omaha in 18!J2, Rnd in St. Louis in 1896, 
and in Sioux F alls in 1900. He was the 
populist party candidate for congress from 
the Tenth distri ct in 1892, its candidate for 
lieutenant governor in 1893, its candidate 
for judge of the supreme court in 1894, 
chairman of the state oontral committee ill 
1805-6, and he is now a member of both state 
and national committees, and is on the roll 
of national campaign speakers. He was also . 
the demo-populist candidate for judge of the 
Twelft h judicial district in 1898. Mr. An
derson has been a farmer, teacher , lawyer, 
author, editor and lecturer. In 1872-5 he 
visited nearly every statt: in th", Union and 
delivered lectures to the students in more tbal' 
t.hree hundred colleges, on a work of which 
he is the Author, entitled , uCommon Sense 
Applied to Numbers, etc." Every work of 
true reform has bad him among its most un
flinching advocates. He was a strong, popu
lar and useful member of the General As
sembly of I owa, and made for himself a wor
thy and honorable reputation. He is genial 
and sociable by nature, and has many friends 
wbo like bim for his good and sterling qual
ities. 

Mr. Anderson was married on September 
3, 18'15, to Mi9s Martha A. Johnson, of 
Decorah, a daughter of Nelson and Anna 
John'SOn and sister of Hon. M. N. Johnson 
of North Dakota. They have five children: 
Rudolph M., Irving n., Horace E., Mar:v 
S. anc! William P. Anderson. 'Mr. and Mrs. 

Anderson are members of the Methodist Epia-· 
copal church. In secret society circles he· 
is 'well known, being a member of J;l.early alIi 
the principal orders, viz.: A. F. & A. M.,. 
both cbapter and commandery ; Odd Fellows; 
A. O. U. W.; B. A. y,; M. W. A., and the 
Kaaba Temple of the Mystic Shrine. Mr 
Anderson has for many years been engaged 
in the law, loan, land and abstract businesa .. 
He is also the editor and proprietor of the· 
Independent, a newspaper of large circula-. 
tion and wide influence, which he established: 
about fourteen yeara ago. 

The democratic, populist, free silver repub-· 
lican allied parties of the state of Iowa, on 
August 16, 1900, nominated him as their
candidate for the office of railroad commis- 
SlOner. 

BOPP, JACOB W., now engaged in the real 
es tate and loan husinese in West Un ion, was 
for a number of years widely known in Iowa 
as a newspaper writer, and is to this day. 
He was born in Chicago, Illinois, Septem
ber 28, 1853. His father, Michael, was a na
tive of Dannstadt, Germany, born in 1822, 
and his mother, Margaret Smith, was born~ 
in the same German village in 1828. His 
grandfather on the paternal side was an offi· 
cer under Napoleon for eight years, partici
pated in the battles preceding tbe march to· 
Moscow and was one of the few who survived 
the terrible retreat from Mosoo'v. Mr. and
:!t{rs. Bopp located on a farm in Windsor 
township, Fayette county, in 1854, and are 
still living there. Eleven of their fourteen 
children are yet Jiving, an honor to them
selves and their parents and valuable mem
bers of the community. They have contrib
uted not a little to the development of north
eastern Iowa. Jacob worked on the farm 
l1nti l he was nineteen years old, when he 
went to town and fitted bimself by two years" 
academic study to teach school. In this pro· 
fession by the earnest energy that bas char
acterized his life he won the fullest success. 
After two years of teaching he entered the
collegiate department of th", State University 
and two years later the Upper low. Univer-. 
sity at Fayette. In 1880 he went to Mason 
City, where he entered newspaper work. R e
was employed on a local paper and organized 

l Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.
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P ioneers 
J. E. Anderson 

J. E. Anderson was born in Sweden in 1846. He 
ume to America with his parents in 1852 and 
after being in New York and Illinois a few years 
ca me to Iowa, settling on a farm in \Vinnebago 
County in 1860. Mr. Anderson attended Upper 
Iowa Un iversity three years, then entered the 
State University of Iowa, graduating with the 
class of 1872. He took the law course at the 
University and was graduated in 1876. Mr. An
derson d istinguished h imseU as the author of a 
work on ca lculations, travel ing extensh'ely lec·· 
turing on this subject. In 1881 he was elected to 
represent Worth, Wi nncbago, H ancock and 
Wright Counties in the State Assembly. He prac
ticed law and dea lt in loans and real estate. 
Later he was the editor of the Forest Citl} Inde
pendent. 

A son of j . E. Anderson, Rudolph M. Ander
son, has distinguished himself in the field of 
science. After being graduated from the Forest 
Cj~ hig~ school in 1893 Rudolph Anderson re
ceived Ius Ph.B. degree from the University of 
Iowa in 1903 and his Ph.D. in 1906. After servin .. 
as ~s~istant curator at the University Museu;; 
he lomed the staff of the American Museum of 
Natural History . Between 1908 and 1913 he ex
p lored the northern regions of Canada and the 
interior of Alaska travelling more than 10000 
miles by dog sled and boat. From 1913 to i946 
Anderson was in Canadian government service 
as zoologist and chief of the Division of Biology 
at the Natural Museum of Canada. During that 
time he carried on extensive explorations in the 
Canadian Arct ic. He has published several works 
including Birds of Iowa ( 1903) , and Cat(llogue 
of Recent Mammals (1947 ). 

Dr. Anderson married Mae Belle Allstrand of 
Sioux City in 1913 and at present "Mr. and Mrs. 
Anderson Ji ve in Ottawa, Ontario. Mr. Ander
son has received many special honors in con
nection with his work. Among them was his 
election as a Knight officer of the International 
Order of S1. Hubert. In 1913 he was given a 
recognition banquet in Forest City. 

T homas Bearse 
. Thomas Bea rse ca me to \Vinnebago County 
~n t~e spring of 1855 w ith the purpose of making 
It hiS home. Others had been in the area to hunt 
and trap but it is believed Bearse was the first 
to make this area his home. Bearse was living at 
Hhodcs Mill , Cerro Gordo County (now the 
town of Fertile ) before coming to what was to 

be Forest City. He built a log cabin on the east 
side of Lime Creek about three-fourths of a mile 
directly cast of where Forest City now stands 
in 1855 and lived here twelve years before 
moving to Hancock County. In 1882 he returned 
to Winnebago County and became a resident of 
Norway township. ~h. Bearse was a genial, 
warm-hearted fellow and was well liked. He 
held the office of county coroner for one tcnn 
and also other civic offices. 

Tom Bearse was an excellent rough and 
tumble fig hter. In the 60's he was about 40 years 
old, medium in size, compact and well-built. He 
was very active and had muscles of steel. In th('. 
opening chapter of this book the stOl)' of his fig h t 
with bears is recounted. 

A. Blennerhassett 
A. Blennerhassett., who operated a drug store 

in Forest City for many years, was born in ire 
land in 1S30. After some time spent in Australia 
he married Elizabeth Haire in Ireland and fo l
lowing two yea rs in London they came to Ameri
ca. In 1871 Blennerhassett came to Fores t City 
and opened a drug store on Clark Street in the 
present location of the Forest City Summit. H e 
expanded his holdings and at one time owned 
much of that block Back of their property in 
the area now occupied by Eymann's Service 5t a· 
tion the Blennerhassetts had a beautiful garden 
which was the pride of the city and the scene 
of many gala parties. Mrs. Blen nerhassctt taught 
a private school in her home for a time and also 
started a Sunday school which functioned for 
several years. 

Blcnnerhassett was a p rankster with fellow 
Irishman Mahone), and the two of them kept 
the town in interested suspense waiting fo r wh at 
they would do next. It has been reported that 
the Blennerhassett store dealt in liquor as many 
dmg stores of the day did and that its accessi
bility to the court house did not discourage that 
business. 

70 

Dori us Bray 
There were individuals in the early days who 

gave color and life to the scene. Darius Brav 
was such a man. He was sometimes called 
··Preacher Bray" a nd at least once was seen 
preaching to his wife near a haystack at th eir 
home while he kep t her attention with a poised 
pitchfork. 

Bray was a native of .Maine and was famom 
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