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to New York. li e a ss isted hi ~ fath er in the lll:lll:tgc

.ncnt of his hotel, and after marriage se ttled o n a 

farm in Bruns wiek, of whi eh town ill' was a n•si

dcut nnt.il hi s <lea tlt. The lll :t i<lt•n n:u ne of M rs. 

Decker' s mother was Hannah Bn ckl iu. l'ilw wn ~ 

horn in Bruns wi ck, an<l s pent her las t years witl1 a 

!laug hte r in Troy. H er fat.h cr, Syl v:11lll~ lln c ldin , 

was a native of V c rmout, a ud a pion el' r of llrnn ~

wiek, where he was a hlrge land ownt•r. II<' ekar!'d 

a farm fron~ the wildcnw~s, :uul tht·re pa~sed t.il< ' 

remainder of his life. Sin ce the <l cat.h of he r hu s

band l\[rs. D eck e r hns m:ulc her home wiLh our ~u h

jcet, he r only remaining sou. She is enjoying a 

serene old nge, SliiTOUIHl c <l by all the comforl s t h:Lt 

fllinl love cnn llevise, nut! all the luxuri es t.lu1.t 

wenlth can hny. 

Leonanl \Y. Decker, the s ubject of this sketeh, 

was given all the a<l vantn.ges to he dt ·ri\'e<l f'l'lllll :t 

liberal c tlncntiun hy kin<l nnd indulgL' ill. p:tn•nts. 

!Jc olJtaiuctl his enrly education in th e city se hou ls 

t-f Troy, :u11l s ubsequently attcnd c< l IJen 1n a rk 

Acnct emy, where he llllrsu c<l :111 exc.cllcuL cou rse o f 

s tudy , and he was then a s tud cut in the ( :elll'Sl't: 

1\lodel School in Limn, Livingston Co., N.Y. Aflt!l' 

len.vin g- sc hool h e was for a time c ngnge<l in \.11 e 

1nerennt.ilc bn s in!'sS. A fe w years befo re hi s f:ttiH·r·~ 

<h•at.h il l• was cnllc<l lwnt c LO· nssist him in the Jn a n

agemcnt of his property , being given [H.IW<·r , , ,. :tt

toriH',\' to transact ln1~ incss for lti111 in i\' e w York 

and low:L. In 18H5, in <'ons idt•t·atiou of t.ht ~ lar.c•;t! 

iut.< ,rests !.hat he has in lid" Stat.e, Mr. llt ·<,ker e:t tnc 

here to live, ::uul lw~ sin ce 111:1dc his home in the 

Decker I louse. 

li e was nta.rrlc<l in Octobe r , I Hli\!, to J\Ji ;;s i\lary 

II. Uey noltls. ~h e is a nat ive of Nt~ w York C iLy, 

and is 11 daughter of .Tames and LtH'Y lleynolds . 

Three ehildrEm have bee n uot·n to 1\lr. nnd l\1 rs. 

Decker : LNmo ra Vietoria, A<ln A %: uhnh, and 

.lalii CS Leouard. The ~Oil, who wns horn . • Jan. ' '· 

187li, di ell J\Irtrc h 2!J, 1876. Tho <hughlcrs ha 1·c 

been fitwly edt~t·ated nt Oberl in, :111(! at. St. C:tllH·r

iue's H a ll, Dav euport, Iowa. l\Ic D ce kcr seems to 

have inlterite<l fro m his honorc•l father, in :t l:irgc 

measure , the wis<lom, talent, and executive ability 

thnt enabled him to builrl up a lnrgc fo.rtnnc , :uul 

he has handled his fnth er's large cs tntc anrl t he 

property that he bas himself accumulated, with the 

n t lliOSt s l\ill and discretion so as to iJH ' ri'~SP. it. lie 

is a man of large enterprise nn<l public spirit, wl1o 

has marlc the hi g-hl'st ini Prests of hi s nr loptc< l l'i ty 

his own, and hns soug ht lu prulnO t<·, t.hcul in v:trious 

ways. 

Q~-~ AMLJEL A. lli C ilAHU.-.;ON , of Fnirlie ld 
Town shiJ>. I ' C)II' f'~l'nb a goodly por\.ion of 

~ j\., II'C:tlth 11111\ j>l'liSlrCrily, i11•ing \.!w 0\VIll ' l' 

. ~~r a linu <·stat,•, •·omprising :120 a< ·n ·s of 

land ll'ith fir:;t .cla,;s buildings and all HHHicrn int

prol' l' llll ' nl~. lie cnrrit·s 011 g-Pner:tl ngrknlt lll'l'. 

making a s pel'ia l~y <>f livc-sluek, hors t•s, cattl e nnd 

sw iu c. A ntan , e nterpris in g an<lPnt·rgetic, h<! is at 

ont·e n ·cogn i;;:ed as posst•ss ing 1nom t han urtlinarr 

nililit,r. wliilto his n•soltliion and pt•rsr•v<•ran<·e h:t.ve 

o\' t' IT<>lll (' :1 li<>~ l . of oil,; l:wl•·s hl'l'ore whir ·h lll llll.)' 

"""'" h:ll ' t' l'dn·:dl'd i11 di s n> :<y . lie t'llln6 to Lids 
l'Olllll-,1' durin g lite pe riod of i\.s t•a rl y Sl'l.tlt•int•nl, 

:tnd ll'hilt• w:tt" hing il s g n"rth atul <i<•vclopmPnt, 

l1as •:unlrillllle<l i.n no slll:dl il<•gn•t' to brin g it t o il.s 

pn·.'<·nt condit.ion . Il l' h:L' tilled a good ly port.iu11 

of its soil, t•reele< l S OIIH' o f its tuo:;l.t· n •dilahle huild

ings. a nti thus enh:Ulct•d large ly Lhc v:tltw of it.s 

t.:1 xaldt, pr< >JII'rt.y. 

A nnl-ivcof Ub lt •r ( 'o tlnly . N . Y. , our s til•.i<'"L 

wa~ IHII'll n<·:tr l.ht· tot1·n of l'l'l< ~ riloro , !\ov. itl, 

I 1':!tl, l111l lll'o y t•ars l:tl •• r was lak<·n hy l1is p:u·ent.s 

Ill 1\I'I'IJ(~, N. II . l.:tl<' r, 111111' 1' \'1'1', lht·,r rl'lnrncd \.o 

:\t•\\' York Sl:tlt•, ~l· ltling nt ·a r \\' tiiHlsl<wk, l l bl.• ·r 

Cottn Ly, and from thl' l'<' ~ u hi«'l[ !It' ll I l,r l'L'tllO ve<l to 

Sand L:tkl'. t r·n !ni lt·;; <' :t:; t.of t-he <·ily of Troy. TIH',I' 

livt•d tlt e n · l'otlr ,l'l' lll 's, 1-hc n n ·LurtH'd to \Voods Ltwk , 

wl1t\n• tltt.•y sn jounll'd two year~ , :11111 tu•xL g-oi11g 

into t.he I >out ini o n of ( 'n u nda, ;;1'\ .lkd ncar Clmthnm, 

where lhP,Y rcsirl<·<l f<J nrl.c<•ll year~ . ,\t. the cx pirn

tioll trf t.l1is lillll', Lil<·y ;;p l. <llt l. for Iowa, :unlllr ent.cd 

in Fairfield Towns hip, thi., eonnt.y, at a l.ime wheu 

\.ht •rl' were 110 ~ l't\ . 1<-rs lu•twc• •ll I lP<')> ('reek aut! the 

pn''<' llt si te of 1\I:HJHUkl'\.u. Tilt' faiiH·r put up LIH , 

first h o u ~l' of logs, whit·h was (·on•n•d with dap

llll:tnls, a ut! huug till' tluor on wood cu hinges. · The 

litl.lc ltllllh(•r whil'h they o i> ta incd , ha<l to he haul ed 

a lo ng dis tau ce, :uHI lheu Lronght up the Maquo

keta Hi\'Cr inn. eanoe lH' <lug-out. They took np 

a d nim of lliO acres of prairie lnnll , -to which our 

~~~-~~~==~====~~====================~~_. 

'! 
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Slli>jt'l'i :uldt•d J:tll'r, lll:tkill .!.!' [,j ,; JII '!'SI' III fillt' f:ll'lll :t 

h:df-"'•diou in l'~I<·Ht.. ~lr. 11il'!l:trd,;"" :ts,islt-d in 

tlno org·:t11izat.io11 of Ll~t• lownslaip, and w:1s IIIII' of 

it~ li!·,;t. Trnslt·• ·,; , wl!iel! olli•: r li e l~t•l•l t.hrt·<' lt•rn u<, 

and'"" ilt'ell LIH• illf 'llltdll'nL of :dl t.IH• other t<mll

~dlip <dli"' '"· l:oi.l1 lll' :111<1 hi ~ so11s polit.il':tl\y, :!r<' 

,t.:lll<'" sllpporll'rs or iill' l>t•nlf.ll'l':\l.it: p:!rly. :tlld 

uniformly pt•rffll"nl t.h ., ir <l11ty nt. t.l!c polk 

1\lr. Hi!'hard,;on , ''"l!ile a r<'~idl'nt. of ( 'a ll:td:t , 

<.!:1111e J.u 1\Iiel!ig:lll . :111<1 was nn11Tied Ja11. II, ll:il ·l , 

tu l\1iss Lui,; U . I lull , d:t11ghter of Bcuj:uuin F. 

Lilt'} (Wait) !lull. of Fr:tnkliu ('ouuly , \'1 ., the 

l'at.h c r lll'ing n. fanner J,y t>t'l'll p:tl.ioll. Tile nwt.l!er 
di .. d in I Kill, :1111\ the f:LIIuor snilst•qut•ntly, in 1:-1·11 , 

<':lllle to Iowa, I<H':ttiug in l<'airlitoltl Ttll''ll>'ilip, t.l!i' 
eo11nt.y, where lib dmtl! Look pl:u·e in Jt;li2 . !lis 

f:unily ('OII~istt•tl of t.ltC' chiltln•11 who :ll'l' ret•ortll'rl 

:<<follows: 1\lill.ou C. IU:trried N:II"'.Y Si:dli'IIJl. of 
Clinton County, :tnd is now dt •<' t•:JSed; Ill 1· . S . rP

tiides at Ct'nll'r l'uint., retire:\ fru111 ndivc laiJOr. 

Tl!t•y wrre t.l! e J"ll'l'nts of l'ight t·l!ildn·n . Ilt-nja

min F. marriPd ll :mnal! !\1. Blakely , of lfnion Cen

trr , livl'S <>II a fnr111 , and lias four l'ilildrcn; Suphin 

hel':\111!! the wi ft • of S:tph:l ltl'_rnol<l~. of Clinton 

Connt.y, :u11l is t.hp l!loi.l!t•r of four c llildn·n; lltden 

~1. married Timot.II,Y ll:dl, became llic nw lht•r of 

four t•l!ildn•n , :111<1 is 11ow deepasc<l; j\lary and '""' 
linshand, An1os 1\. Sn1iLh, of C'l~<•l .,t':l, :tl'l! dt•

t't':tst•d; J.ht·y h:td ci.~·ht. •·ldlt\n·n . Till' wifl' of o11r 

~uhjc<·L, dil'<l :\11 .~·. 10 , I KK~ . 

To Mr. :u11l lllrs. l:ielJ:Irdsou,. Lll t'rc were ''" ''11 
four ehildrl'n, of whom unly two :~re living. \\'ill 

i:un K . nntl Alhert \\'. The first. Jn entiunt ·d 111:11'

ried ~liss Cl:tra !\toll 1\l:li<l'ly, of llnion C•·nlt•r, :11111 

Ol'l'llpit•S hinll<<M :IS :1. f:ll'lll\'.1' :t!ld Sltwk-r::i,;t•r in 

Fairlit•ld Townsldp. II" h:1s two cliildn·n, lftolt•n S. 

a11d ~lary E. li t• is " prumim•11l :11111 l1igldy ,.,._ 

spl'ele<l eiti;-;Pn. and bids fair l.o follow i11 t.l1c fooL

HI·I'[lS of his IIIJIIOI'l'<l f:tt.li<'r. A IIH•rt. \\' . was lir.,t 

married l.o i\liss lltoll'n .1. Bl:lktdy, of l lnio11. C<'n

tcr. who dil'<l leavi ng u11e child, K:~LIIie , !<ow dc

c<on sctl. Ill! was Lhen lnnl'l'iP<l l•1 A gnP~ E. 1\lakl'l} ;. 

thl'y h:tvc one t·l!il<l , Jtuhy lll:trie,' nllll liv e at the 

ht>llll'SL<•:HI. This ' "" lias been t.li<' .\ssessor of his 
township [11r the I:J sL ten years, and is now .ll!stice 

of I he 1'<':1<.'<'. 
The !'aLlier ul' our sul.Jj<oct, A s:t Hieh:mhun, was 

" 11:1fin· of i\p\\' York Si.:ll<·. an<l married llliss 

l·:li1.: JIH•I.h \\ ' ri g id .. :t ll:tl.i \'!'of \' l'l'lnont., :1.11d wl!osl' 

p:m·l!ls \\'t •re fro111 i'>f'\\' York St:llt• , The p:dt·rnal 

gr:~11dp:m·nls of our ;qJi>jl'<: l. t'nligrale<l frtJlll l'on

II CI' tit·nt 111 :\t·w Yorl;. at. a \' <·ry <·arlr dar. To 
.\"1 :1111\ l·:l iz:thl'lh l{i<·i~:~rd so ll, tll('l'e \\'lOI'C IJorn the 
..!Jildr<'ll l't'('l ll'dt•d a,; f<>l\mrs: i\I:J.ry ,], iJPl':tllllO ti11• 

wift· of \\'i llia!H \\'<'lk who is now dceC'a~ed , and 

s l1 e al. Jli '<'·"''IIL is a rc,; i<ll'lll uf l'mil:uul, Oreg·un; 

t.ll< '_\' had '"' e iJildnon. ,\ ~a K . . nwni ml Jllnrtha 
llewlllnd, of Canndn. \\'est, nml is operating a 

r:nH'h in Wn., ili11gton; They II :ttl eight ehildren, only 

!he of whom are livi11g . AnJI;a marrietl .John 

Spt'Jil:<'r , n l':llll'hlll:tll of ( )rl'gnn, and to them were 
born t.lm"' t·ililtlrt•n; S:md1 i~ the wife of ~lr. ll:t-

7.elLun , n h:ll'llware 1nen·h:wt of l'orthwtl, (Jrcg<Jn; 

Daniel is llllm:trrie<l, anrl lives in " ' ashington; Na

than ( ~- married Eliz:t S!.t"vn.rt., of Jrcl:uul, nnd they 

an• <ll'<'t'ase;l; ll11:ir u!d.\' child, Arellihald, is a 

fal'lner by o<.!en 1mLi on, and lives in Atl::tir County, 

!.his State. The f:ttl11>1' of om snbjeet was n glnss

Jduwer \Jy tmrh•, whi ch he folluwe<l through life, 

and di<'tl at Snntl Lnkt•, N. Y. The mother Inter 

\':u ne with hl'r chi ldren t.o t.his connt.y, nnd tlied at 

the lwnw of her sun, Nat.h:~n, iu Jt\72, at the age 

of ,;t•venLy-folll' year~. 'l'ht• old tlinnt•r table uf 

ho111e nJanuf:ll't.nre, :11ul whit·h ll11 : l':unily nsed dur

ing· 1.11\! lirst. ,\'l':trs of Llu~ ir n•sidl'III 'O iu Llti& t:ount'.y , 

i., ~t. ill pn·~ el'V<'<l as :t n·lie of t.ht• paRt., :t!Hl it is t.o 

I"' ' "'l"'" will he l'an·fn lly treasnrc1\ for gcnem

lion s to cume.. 

Wj)-II,Li\ 1:1> II. S\\']I;Al(l', of the firm uf 

~ V Swigart & Sons, edilors null proprietor~ of 
W the .I:Ll'kwn Sc•,,tincl, has bctoll t•.ng-ngetl in 

t.hc journ:distic pr<•ft•s,.;i ou a lnws t frum lJoyho()(l; 

'""' displ:ty('<\ a lll:trkt ·d talent for Lhe work, and has 
nlre:uly won :111 enviab le posit.iun anwllg hisetlitor

i:d l•re lhreu in thi ~ l'OIIliL.)'. li e b a native-burn 

t•it izt•n of i\larpwkct.n, his birth UCl'l,ll'l'iug here ,fuue 

22, lH i',i, he L>eing t l1 e thir1l son uf Willliam nnd 

~lartlm (<iage) ~wigart. !lis father , is the Post

lll:tsler of the cil.y :uul a prorninent man in this 

t'oi!IJI.y, (of \\'bUill ~"e siH·Lch on another page uf 

tl!i~ IJiographical vollllllc). "'< 
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ALBERT WINFIELD RICHARDSON. 

Albert Winfield Richardson, who throughout the greater part of his life has 
been closely, actively and honorably associated with agricultural interests in Jack
son county, was born in Fairfield township, this county, on the 13th of Septem
ber, r8so. His father, Samuel Anderson Richardson, was born at Peterboro, 
Madison county, New York, November 20, 1820, and later removed to Canada, on 
the Thames river. He afterward went to Michigan and was there married to 
Lois Gaylord Hull, a daughter of Benjamin F. Hull, of Fairfield, Franklin county, 
Vermont. From Michigan Mr. and 1\'Irs. Richardson removed to Iowa, settling in 
Jackson county, where they took active part in organizing the township of Fair
field, named in honor of the old Hull home in Vermont. Mr. Richardson was a 
farmer and stockraiser and a part of the present farm owned by his son is the 
land which he homesteaded on coming to Iowa in 1844. Here he spent his re
maining days with the exception of a few years passed on the Pacific coast. Unto 
him and his wife were born four children, all of whom are now deceased with 
the exception of Albert \V. Richardson. The maternal grandparents of our sub
ject were Benjamin Franklin and Lucy Wait Hull, who were residents of Fair
field, Franklin county, Vermont, and were of English descent. The paternal 
grandparents were Asa and Elizabeth Richardson, residents of Connecticut and 
also of English lineage. The Richardson family was founded in America in col
onial days and was represented in the colonial army during the Revolutionary war. 

Albert W. Richardson pursued his early education in the district schools of this 
county and afterward was graduated from a business college. He had th" usual 
athletic taste of the youth of his day and participated in all outdoor sports, such as 
hunting. fishing, wrestling, etc. At an early age he also became active in agri
cultural lines and has since been closely identified with the work of the farm. In 
his business he was always closely associated with his father and his brother, W. E. 
Richardson, and they always made their home together until the father's death in 
1903. The sons then conducted the work which the father had instituted and were 
widely and favorably known as the firm of Richardson Brothers. They always 
made the old homestead their place of residence ·with the exception of two years 
spent on the Pacific coast. In r865, in company with his parents and brother, 
Albert W. Richardson took an overland trip across the plains. At that time there 
were no railroads to the far west. They started from home on the 18th of May 
and met the United States train of emigrant wagons at Fort Kearney, Nebraska , 
in the early part of June. At that place the government compelled the emigrants 
to form a company of one hundred wagons and elect a captain and guide. From 
that point they were safely piloted over the plains and rivers and through the 
Rockies, and finally, in September, after four months of hard travel, arrived at 
their destination-Shoal Water bay-remaining at the home of Captain William 
Wells, an uncle of our subject, who was the pioneer steamboat captain of the 
Columbia river, during the winter. They then returned to \Valla Walla, where 
a farm was purchased , but after spending one season in the far west they returned 
to their old Iowa home, still having to make the trip overland. This time they 
followed the old Mullen trail by way of Penderville lake, Idaho, at which point 
they took passage on a steamer, proceeding up the river to the Falls, where they 
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were compelled to disembark and take the trail again across the mountains. They 
found the road so unfitted for wagon travel that they were forced to build pack 
saddles and proceed in that manner, leaving the abandoned wagons behind on the 
banks of Snake river. They continued on their way across Commas plain to Fort 
Gibson on the Missouri, where they took passage for Sioux City on the steamer 
Little Rock, and thence proceeded overland across the state to their home in Jack
son county, Iowa, still using the same old faithful horses which had been with 
them on all of their travels. On the return trip they could see evidences of civi
lization creeping westward, but going back over the same route now one could 
scarcely realize that the great prosperous country of the west, with its busy cities, 
was only a desolate wilderness in the late '6os. 

Albert W. Richardson not only won a prominent place in business circles but 
also entered politics at an early age and has taken an active part in public interests 
ever since. He has filled various township, county and state o_ffices and has ever 
given stalwart support to the democracy. In 188o he was elected to the state legis
lature and again in 1894, ably representing his district in the lawmaking body of 
the commonwealth. He has ~erved as township assessor:, justice of the peace, sec
retary of the school board and in various other positions, in which he has dis
charged his duties with promptness and fidelity, looking ever to the best interests 
of the community rather than to personal aggrandizement. 

On the 18th of February, 1886, l\1r. Richardson was married to Miss Agn~ 
Emily Blakely, now deceased, a daughter of David and .Rebecca Blakely, pioneer 
settlers of Jackson county. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Richardson were born three 
children, all living: Rubie Marie, Jean J en us and William Jennings Bryan. Mr-. 
.Richardson became a member of the Masonic lodge on the 29th of April, 1882, 
and has taken the degrees of the chapter, the commandery and the Mystic Shrine. 
He also holds membership with the Woodmen and the Eagles, and his religious 
faith is indicated by his membership in the Church of England. He is a man of 
genial disposition and sociability and well read. His interests center in his farm, 
his live stock arid his private library, yet he has traveled extensively in different 
parts of the United States, gaining thereby the culture and knowledge which only 
travel brings. His labors have been an influencing element in the life and progress 
of the community and he is most highly honored where best known. 

DANIEL SULLIVAN. 

Daniel Sullivan, a well known, progressive and enterprising agriculturist of 
Fairfield township, was born on the farm where he now resides, his natal day 
being January 15, 1870. His parents, Timothy and Catherine (Dearlin) Sulli
van, both of whom are natives of Ireland, emigrated to the United States in 1856 
and first took up their abode in Clinton county, Iowa. About 1859 they came to 
Jackson county, purchasing and locating on the farm which is now the home of 
our subject. They are still living and are now numbered among the worthy and 
respected residents of Lyons, Iowa. Unto them were born the following children: 
Michael, who is a resident of O'Brien county, Iowa; Ellen, the wife of Mat H~rn, 

I 
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