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Full Page Portraits and Biographical Sketches of Prominent
and Representative Citizens of the Couniy, “

N

TOCETHER WITH

PORTRAITS AND BIOGRAPHIES OF ALL THE GOVERNORS OF THE STATE, AND

OF THE PRESIDENTS OF THE UNITED STATES.

CHICAGO:
CHAPMAN BROTHERS,
1889, - D
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to New York. Ile assisted his father in the manage-
newt of his hotel, and after marringe settled on o
farm in Brunswick, of which town he was a resi-
dent until his death. The maiden wame of  Mrs,
Decker’s mother was ITannah Bucklin.  She was
born in Brauswick, and spent her last years with a
daughter in Troy. IHer father, Sylvanus Bucklin,
was a native of Vermont, and a pioncer of Bruns-
wick, where he was a large land owner, Ie cleared
a farm from the wilderness, and there passed the
remainder of his life. Since the death of her hus-
band Mrs. Decker has made lier home with our sub-
ject, her only remaining son. She is enjoying o
serene old age, surrounded by all the comforls that
filial love can devise, and all the luxuries that
wealth can buy.

Leonard W. Decker, the subject of this skeleh,
was given all the advantages to be derived from a
liberal edueation by kind and indulgent parents,
IIe obtained his early education in the city schools
of Troy. and subscquently attended Denmark
Academy, where he pursued an excellent course of
study, and he was then a student in the Genesce
Model School in Lima, Livingston Co.,, N, Y. After
leaving school he was for a time engaged in (he
mercantile business. A few years before his father's

JACKSON COUNTY.

death he was ealled home to assist him in the man-

agement of his property, being given power of at-
torney to transact business for him in New York
and Towa, In 1885, in consideration of the laree
interests that he has in this State, Mr. Decker enme
here to live, and has since made his home in the
Declker Iouse.

e was married in October, 1862, to Miss Mary
II. Reynolds.  She is a native of New York City,
and is a daughter of James and Lucy Reynolds,
Three children have been born to Mr. and Mrs.
Decker:  Leonora Victorin, Ada  Azubah, and
James Leonard.  The son, who was born-Jan. 5,
1876, died March 29, 1876. The daughters have
been finely educated at Oberlin, and at St. Cather-
ine’s Hall, Davenport, Iowa. DMz Decker secms to
have inherited from his honored father, in a large
measure, the wisdom, talent, and exceutive ability
that enabled him to -build up a large fortune, and
he has handled his father's large ecstate and the
property that he has himself accumulated, with the

-t

utmost skill and discretion so as to increase it Ile
is o man of large enterprise aud publie spirit, who
has made the highest interests of his adopted city
his own, and has sought to promote them in various
Ways,

¥ _513«_:::—;3&—1:&»& e

(”\Q AMUEL A. RICITARDSON, of IFairfield
X2 Township, represents a goodly portion of
@ its wealth and prosperity, being the owner
of afine estate, comprising 320 acres of
land with first-class buildings and all modern im-
provements.  Ie earries on general agriculture,
making a specialty of live-stoek, horses, eattle and
swine. A man, enterprising and energetice, he is at
once recognized as possessing more than ordinary
ahility, while his resolution and perseverance have
overcome a host of obstacles hefore which many
would have retrented in dismay.  lle camé to this
county during the period of its carly settlement,
and while watching its growth and development,
has contribuled in no small degree to bring it to its
present condition. e has tilled a goodly portion
of its soil, ereeled some of its most creditable huild-
ings, and thus enhanced  largely the value of its
taxable property.

A native of Ulster County, N Y., our subject
was horn near the town of Peterboro, Nov, 20,
1820, hut two  years later was taken by his parents
to Keene, N L Later, however, they returned to
New  York States seftling near Woodstoek, Ulster
County, and from there subsequently removed to
Sand Lake, ten miles eastof the city of Troy.  T'hey
lived there four years, then returned to Woodstock,
where they sojowrned two years, and next going
into the Dominion of Canada, settled near Chatham,
where they resided fourteen years. At the expira-
tion of this time, they set oul for Towa, and located
in IPairfield Township, this counly, at a time when
there were no settlers between Deep Creek and the
present site of Maquoketa.  The father put up the
first house of logs, which was covered with clap-
hoards, and hung the door on wooden hinges.: ‘The
little lumber which they obtained, had to be hauled
a long distance, and then brought up the Maquo-
keta River in o canoe or dug-out.  They took np
a claim of 160 acres of prairie land, to which our

femy - 1
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294 JACKSON COUNTY.

subjeet added Tater, making his present fine farm o
half-section in extent.  Mr. Richardson assisted in
the org‘:‘mix:ltiun of (he township, and was one of
its lirst Trustees, which oflice he held three terms,
and has heen the incumbent of all the other town-
ship oflices.  Both he and his sons politically, are
stanch supporters of the Democratic party, and
uniformly perform their duty at the polls.

Mr. Richardson, while a resident of Canada,
came to Michigan. and was married Jau. 1L, 18,
to Miss Lois (i, Iull, daughter of Benjamin I
Lucy (Wait) Hull. of Franklin County, Vi, the
father being a farmer by occupation.  The mother
died in 1810, and the father subsequently, in 1841,
eame Lo Towa, loeating in Fairficld Township, this
county, where his death took place in 1862, Ilis
family consisted of the ehildren who are recorded
as follows: Milton (. married Nancy Stalleap, of
Clinton County, nnd is now deceased; Mro Soore-
sides at Center Point, retired from active labor.
They were the parents of eight children. Benja-
min 1% married Hannah M. Blakely, of Union Cen-
ter, lives on a farm, and has four children; Sophia
hecame the wife of Sapha Reynolds. of Clinton
County, and is the mother of four children; Helen
M. married Timothy [all, beeame the mother of
four children, and is now deceased; Mary and her
hushand,  Amos B Smith, of  Chelsea, nre de-
censed; they had eight ehildren. The wife of our
subject, died Aug. 10, 1882,

To Mr. s Mrs, Richardson,-there were born
four children, of whom only two are living, Will-
inm 15, and Albert W, The first, mentioned mar-
ried Miss Clarn Bell Blakely, of Union Center, and
oceupies himself as o farmer and stock-raiser in
Faivtield Township. e has Gvo children, Helen S,
and Mary K. e is o prominent and highly re-
spected eitizen, and hids fair to follow in the fool-
steps of his honored father.  Alhert W. was first
married to Miss Helen J. Blakely, of Union Cen-
ter. who died leaving one child, Kathie, now de-
consed.  Ilewas then married to Agnes 5. Blakely;
they have one child, Ruby Marie, and live at the
homestead.  This son has been the Assessor of his
township for the last ten years, and is now Justice
of the Pence.

The Cather of our subject, Asa Richardson, was

<.
.

wonative of New York State, and marvied  Miss
Elizaheth Wright, a native of Vermont, and whose
parents were from New York State, The paternal

arandparents of our subjeet emigrated from Con-

neciicut to New York. at a very early day. To
Asaand Elizabeth Richavdson, there were horn the
children recorded as follows: Mary . became the
wife of William Wells, who is now deceased, and
she at present is o resident of Portluud, Oregon;
they had no children.  Asa I, married Martha
Desmond, of Canada, West, and is operating a
ranch in Washington; They had eight children, only
five of whom wre living.  Awmba married John
Spencer, a ranchman of Oregon, and to them were
born three childven; Sarah is the wife of Mr. 1la-
zelton, a hardware merchant of Portland, Oregon;
Daniel is unmarried, and lives in Washington; Na-
than (. married Eliza Stewart, of Treland, and they
are deceased s their only child, Archibald, is a
farmer by occupation, aund lives in Adair County,
this State.  The rather of our subject was a glass-
hlower hy trade, which he followed through life,
and died at Sand Lake, N. Y. The mother later
came with her children to this county, and died at
the home of her son, Nathan, in 1872, at the age
of seventy-four years. ‘The old dinner table of
home manufacture, and which the family used dur-
ing the first years of their residence in this county,
is still presevved as aorelic of the past, and it is to
he hoped will be carefully treasured for genera-
tions to come.
—— o) z

{ YILLARD B SWIGART, of the firm of

[\/ Swigart & Sons, editors and proprictors of

Y the Jackson Sentinel, has been engaged in
the journalistic profession almost from boyhood;
has displayed a marked talent for the work, and has
already won an enviable position among his editor-
inl hrethren in this county. Ileis a native-born
citizen of Maquoketa, his birth occurring here June
22, 1857, he being the third son of Willliam and
Martha (Gage) Swigart.  Ilis father, is the Post-
master of the city and a prominent man in this
county, (of whom see sketeh on another page of
this biographical volume), =

»
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ALBERT WINFIELD RICHARDSON.

Albert Winfield Richardson, who throughout the greater part of his life has
been closely, actively and honorably associated with agricultural interests in Jack-
son county, was born in Fairfield township, this county, on the 13th of Septem-
ber, 1850. His father, Samuel Anderson Richardson, was born at Peterboro,
Madison county, New York, November 20, 1820, and later removed to Canada, on
the Thames river. He afterward went to Michigan and was there married to
Lois Gaylord Hull, a daughter of Benjamin F. Hull, of Fairfield, Franklin county,
Vermont. From Michigan Mr. and Mrs. Richardson removed to Iowa, settling in
Jackson county, where they took active part in organizing the township of Fair-
field, named in honor of the old Hull home in Vermont. Mr. Richardson was a
farmer and stockraiser and a part of the present farm owned by his son is the
land which he homesteaded on coming to Iowa in 1844. Here he spent his re-
maining days with the exception of a few years passed on the Pacific coast. Unto
him and his wife were born four children, all of whom are now deceased with
the exception of Albert W, Richardson. The maternal grandparents of our sub-
ject were Benjamin Franklin and Lucy Wait Hull, who were residents of Fair-
field, Franklin county, Vermont, and were of English descent. The paternal
grandparents were Asa and Elizabeth Richardson, residents of Connecticut and
also of English lineage. The Richardson family was founded in America in col-
onial days and was represented in the colonial army during the Revolutionary war.

Albert W. Richardson pursued his early education in the district schools of this
county and afterward was graduated from a business college. He had the usual
athletic taste of the youth of his day and participated in all outdoor sports, such as
hunting, fishing, wrestling, etc. At an early age he also became active in agri-
cultural lines and has since been closely identified with the work of the farm. In
his business he was always closely associated with his father and his brother, W. E,
Richardson, and they always made their home together until the father’s death in
1903. The sons then conducted the work which the father had instituted and were
widely and favorably known as the firm of Richardson Brothers. They always
made the old homestead their place of residence with the exception of two years
spent on the Pacific coast. In 1865, in company with his parents and brother,
Albert W. Richardson took an overland trip across the plains. At that time there
were no railroads to the far west. They started from home on the 18th of May
and met the United States train of emigrant wagons at Fort Kearney, Nebraska,
in the early part of June. At that place the government compelled the emigrants
to form a company of one hundred wagons and elect a captain and guide. From
that point they were safely piloted over the plains and rivers and through the
Rockies, and finally, in September, after four months of hard travel, arrived at
their destination—Shoal Water bay—remaining at the home of Captain William
Wells, an uncle of our subject, who was the pioneer steamboat captain of the
Columbia river, during the winter. They then returned to Walla Walla, where
a farm was purchased, but after spending one season in the far west they returned
to their old Iowa home, still having to make the trip overland. This time they
followed the old Mullen trail by way of Penderville lake, Idaho, at which point
they took passage on a steamer, proceeding up the river to the Falls, where they

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



590 HISTORY OF JACKSON COUNTY

were compelled to disembark and take the trail again across the mountains. They
found the road so unfitted for wagon travel that they were forced to build pack
saddles and proceed in that manner, leaving the abandoned wagons behind on the
banks of Snake river. They continued on their way across Commas plain to Fort
Gibson on the Missouri, where they took passage for Sioux City on the steamer
Little Rock, and thence proceeded overland across the state to their home in Jack-
son county, Iowa, still using the same old faithful horses which had been with
them on all of their travels. On the return trip they could see evidences of civi-
lization creeping westward, but going back over the same route now one could
scarcely realize that the great prosperous country of the west, with its busy cities,
was only a desolate wilderness in the late ’60s.

Albert W. Richardson not only won a prominent place in business circles but
also entered politics at an early age and has taken an active part in public interests
ever since. He has filled various township, county and state offices and has ever
given stalwart support to the democracy. In 1880 he was elected to the state legis-
lature and again in 1804, ably representing his district in the lawmaking body of
the commonwealth. He has served as township assessor, justice of the peace, sec-
retary of the school board and in various other positions, in which he has dis-
charged his duties with promptness and fidelity, looking ever to the best interests
of the community rather than to personal aggrandizement.

On the 18th of February, 1886, Mr. Richardson was married to Miss Agnes
Emily Blakely, now deceased, a daughter of David and Rebecca Blakely, pioneer
settlers of Jackson county. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Richardson were born three
children, all living: Rubie Marie, Jean Jenus and William Jennings Bryan. Mr.
Richardson became a member of the Masonic lodge on the 2gth of April, 1882,
and has taken the degrees of the chapter, the commandery and the Mystic Shrine.
He also holds membership with the Woodmen and the Eagles, and his religious
faith is indicated by his membership in the Church of England. He is a man of
genial disposition and sociability and well read. His interests center in his farm,
his live stock and his private library, yet he has traveled extensively in different
parts of the United States, gaining thereby the culture and knowledge which only
travel brings. His labors have been an influencing element in the life and progress
of the community and he is most highly honored where best known.

DANIEL SULLIVAN.

Daniel Sullivan, a well known, progressive and enterprising agriculturist of
Fairfield township, was born on the farm where he now resides, his natal day
being January 15, 1870. His parents, Timothy and Catherine (Dearlin) Sulli-
van, both of whom are natives of Ireland, emigrated to the United States in 1856
and first took up their abode in Clinton county, Jowa. About 1859 they came to
Jackson county, purchasing and locating on the farm which is now the home of
our subject. They are still living and are now numbered among the worthy and
respected residents of Lyons, Jowa. Unto them were born the following children:
Michael, who is a resident of O’Brien county, Iowa; Ellen, the wife of Mat Haqrn,
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