
Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Standard Form For Members of the Le9islature 

;!'-· ~ ~ I 

1. Birthday and place :Jk:it¥- 182i Cf~ ~.;;J, .. l?.b-rt-~d~--}(,-,;_<ftl, 
,k'l?. 'f"lrlf(! /ldt~ ? 

2. Harriaqe (s) date place 

3. Siqnificant events for example: · 

A . Bus i ne •• _z 1vu/ ~#L !2.-wt?P=d-.1{4; _/.-rv""f'vv Ac.:t 4/.,;:1 · 12~( ;(w ch·w·o/ 
. (17 -r r r · , 

-1.::t' t-1'.,;~.//oTI.L Lt,..;;/?u .• .'~ /.·.'A:·.. /;-i tfW'i, 1-~~ 4 d;:;;w-./ 

5. Sessions served 
11-f/1 1 2. -fl1 

6. Public Offices ,T'ft; r?' 

A. Local ~.-Cr•~·,(.';£.1t'~,.,1.J ,' Jk·,/,,-t /.-,,.·,.(, .. . :'v. /.t; .. :f' !Lu'l!"'· r 1 i / 

B. State 
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~llclOk wn• <l0\1'11 from 1),., 
·pr Sundny. mnkit1g lliR t rip 
or-<.'Y<' le. He \\'n~ the cen!L·r 
n!ert!~ t nil the time h<' wa~ 
seYernl of th e boyR to<.lk n 
new mnd1ine. 

Jh I! .F. Lnl'<'Y wn.~ t'rH!ol'!letl 
olutirn~ of the n•publknn 
"'· nn!l ~nnw of those 
er, -in" him ~~· hnrshl~· 
n·e to take their medieine 
• prt'dict his nomination by 
1. 

lnrruh hns l.Jcen impro,·ing 
me and hn.~ ngnin indulgNI , 
ll'r:ttel~-. in riding nronnd 
uggy. It is mo~t ;;rnlifying 
Is to ~cc him 0ut n~::nin, and 
:my ben pe rmnne1;t ft•uture I 
~ry. 

i z~:~ro , of Palo ~\Ito town- ~ 
.f tL L' lentling I't'public:ms 

1 

r door-keeper in the ~tn:,, 

iiH! nt hi~ home on :l\!011· 

• . . . ..... - ... ~v·~~ w "'I dnte i~ ext•ursion dat~ 011 the l'. n. I. & 
for thl' nuto is ht'r~ t<> stay . 1'. Hy., wllt' ll tht• fnr<' i ~ OIH' wny plus 

nEATH OF COL, JOHN MEYER.. ~=.00 for the I'OillHl _t~ip. or :!''iG.~.') from 
"'ewton unci only :;:.'l.i>O for h('rth~ for 

whih• trimmin~;.;. A mngnifleent "tee! 
l>rid)!e span~ the l':madian ri•:Pr. 

,\ t. DalHart Tl'xn;., and Snl•tn I~n. 
~ew ~! cxieo, the Hock I~l:md R. R 

(.'. 1 
\\"(~ ··k 

nn<l il 

r~..~:-. i' 1' · 
In the denth of Col. John M('yer on 

Tucsdny, ~ewt<•Hio~t n dtlzen It will 
be difl\cnJt, to n•plnce. H e ww a man 
of brniu ntl\l chnructcr, nnd thoroughly 
n•presl'ntntiYe of the best c·itizenship. 
\\'bile n ntnn ~ubjeet to the limitntion~ 
nf hi~ fellow;;, uo Olll' c·ould impute to 
him other thnl! thl' l><.•st Of ll\0\iY('S, 

He was born nenr Bellei'ountnin, Ohio, 
nwr :;ewnt~·-eight yeurs ngo, nnd n 
yenr or ~o ng-o Yi~itcd the ~<'<'Ill'~ with 
wllkh he wn.<; fnmiliar in childhood, 

•. -~~ ''1 
r.::~~..-:~-:-:~:-:--,-..,.., ~ 

two, e lenr through to Snu Fmnci~co, 
Cnllfnmin, by tlw 8. 1'. R n.. \\'<> 
could hnY~· gone to Omnhn and by the 

·~\Tnt' !\)'!Item, to ::\IrFnrland, Knn., \ 'in 
Fairbury, Xeh., but on ndYice of ::\tr. 
\Varn er , the Hock hlnnd agent, we 
went oYt•r to :o\lonror nnd took the Hoek 
Islnnd tmin thrrt>. from :Drs ::\Ioi nes to 
K~'Okuk, and g-ot ott nt Eldo11, In. 

At :\Ion rot• I saw the little <'ld hotel, 
where. in the middle ~ixtieg ns "mana­
ger" of nn amntuer Xewton )fin~trel 

compnny, I hnd left my father·~ watch 
for till' hoard hill nf the '·Tr0UJ'<', ., 
wh.ieh I hnd horro\H'd f0r n " •·urtnin 

hns alrcndy mncle t• xtenRi\'e improYt~ Cam ]' 
ment~, nnd both these town!<, n.~ W('ll rom p: 
ns the Rmaller townR along tlte route to ~how i 

El Pa~o arc boo:ning almost .. J,ik~m.: of th ! 
ing town~. ~d \v i 

As we pn.~sC'd through X e w :'.lex!co Th r 
o1·cr n red stretch of soil, u level vnll('y room 
Jll'rhaps 50 miles wide and maybe bun- for 11 ~ 1 
clrNls long, n man in our car wa.~ con· Ern 
~t:mtly bernting the country, when n ex t t 
snd!lenly to our left n. ~!orion~ green l>ougl l 
spot wn.~ scPn, nn orchnrd of larg<' tr('('~ ln.~t w 
0f Yariou~ kinds , lnrge tield of nlfnlfn, ~I l'l' 
nn ''Abmt'<h" of lombardy poplars 
and other tree~ nnd ~hrnbbcry. whei1 1 

in11'rn 
propt·J 
found : 
makir 

rni~t>r,'' but it proYed a better "bonn! triumplumtly pointed to it nml snid. 
rni~er. y· ~ l~ad"pl:\YP<l'' in X ewton "tl]('rt' b what nll thi$COlltltry could bt• 
and thou)!ht !ht'TI' wn~ n "pill- of mon- m:Hle if ~htt-~nt<.•n could ll(' ~t·nt to 
<'Y'' inn "~tnr t0ur'' of the ":\fnnmwth \\'a~hington in~tPnd of toob of the willp: 

Tin· 
~~~L~iodon :o\lin~ treb' ' to Gn'CIH'nslle. tra~t;:, for tbi~ oasis in the desert wns 

bad, b 
Prairie City nnd .\Ionroe, but nlns! our wrought by 1111 irri~:,'lltiou dikh, 0r 

"AdYnnt•e agent," !Jnd gin•n nwny too wells. ed w:1
' 

~ nfter n ~hort illnt~ with • .. · tin co·· 
many "eomps;''-we bad "full houses" And yd whPn we mnde the mnre!J 

U
1
.;.;>0SI'. -ed to !JaYC been nb- ~ f,~ but empty purse~, 1\IIU ~0 Oil II t=undny to \\"[r,;:hing-ton for government irriga- faX ) I 

c ' t I l 'll l I 11 es..~, :t 
I mornmg, oYer ll' 11 s nne nnoss t I<' !ion of thcsl' vnst tructsoflnnd, enough 

·r nnd Tho~. Reed cnm l' to· - k 1 l t 8. ~ I ::; ·un;. >ottom~. we rc urned to our to 111nkc homt'!\ for millio11s of }X'Ople, 
cir wheeb ln"t Fridny nnd I 1 ld 'f 1- . l I f head - JOili ('S, sn< er 1 no w1ser JOys. a- and to build g()Qd road:<, we wcr(' put in 
n~ ~criouB fN HC1.•d nnd uot 1 1 d 1 1 · nml w terwnrc l'l'l t'<'lll<' t 1e wntc 1, paint mg. jail for it., nnd mpn eaiiNl us "fool!:'," ~ibly 
r Pip<'r. The latter WM I At E1,1on we t,-ok the C. H. I. & 1'. whose children will be "trnmJ>s'' for 

1 1 1 1 1 1 friend : 
!\!\! I W w ll'<' wrec ;.('(' ~:• ue1t to hi• c:rntiliC'ntiOn. Ill 1~57 he thwngh solid ~lec•per :md Tomi~t trnin lnek of the legislation to accomplish 
•n:; hurkcl a!.x1ut n rod 0

'"
1 • ' ....- ·><J 11 1 tl •·c 1·r r1 · <l \! " 1 ·t d d up nn "" ' ' jlocntcd in ::'\ ewtou, nnd has b<.'<'n one oil ~' 0 · - ' · r:L ':< IC' " 1 0 1!11 nu ~ e.,- w Jnt. we JlPl.t itlllP congress w o. with ~ 

y l>t ui,.....<l. . I l ' • •. 1 "'tt'lznl]-. ~,·or I !CO'' for_ " '!Jll'_h "'(' lind \Yntted ~ewml I But I {.l(']ievc the build in;:: of thi~ rnil- 1 nr\·.-·· our "'tah an~. -..nv~~a~l~::t .. \. .._- .... '" ~- _ I ~- - c 

• of the Indinnolnqunrtrtte ~im·P. I hom-,: :n orut'r !c) ~.;t c.:J ='- (C:\r th!lt "'.<' ro:~rl will hns!en th e dny# of lrrlgutlon \ · 

the ~o:rndtmting exerei~PH ln ISH! ht• wn.~ clcl'te·d In the ]own '':oul<;,not h:~· l' t~ eh~.n~e fr01~1 lll!.tll (l: t!1c~:- ari~l wt~!<te!'. -~t A:.::.magord~, \ 
' School nt :\Ion roe lnst lcglslnture nne! tlw_ follwing ycnr wc~1t I"<'' rt.~r.h~d · nu } ran~ ~~~o . "~1 r.h "ns ~ . ~~· 1s n t.me 1llustrnUon of _whnt tr- ~\ t t< 

wns quite n disappoint- to th e war ::u< Cnpt:un of :1 l'Olllpnuy 111 the cll ~ tdcrn !tllll to ~om: thl~ rout<' , ngut:ou wtll do. On one ~tde of the I w·1~ it: 
· wr ·,rcvented from lx.~ th e Twenty-dghth Iown nnd wns pro- and I enn reeommend It n.~ the be~t tract i~ n vn.~t ~tn•tch of level lan rl 11 , .,__~. :1 
1Y J road wr<'ck on tl.Je moted successive!:.· to the position~ A way t0 go to t!Jl' con.<!, nnd I haYe bet•n LlOlliHicd by blue mouutnins in the db- ~ ~oei al . 
·hiell they were to hnve :Mnjor, Lll:'ut. Colonel nud Coloucl and o~·~r them all except the C:mndinn l'a- tnnec. The only VL'rchrre on the rl:'d- The· 

pnrticipnted in many of the bloody. Clllc. dbh ashy soil i~ greenwood, ou the left. , T . H. : 
of Xewton nrc greatly in- b.'lltles of the war, Port Gib.~on, Chnn 1- \Yc pa~~ed throug-h Lineville, on lhl' nt the bn.~p of n mount~lin ehnin. from inc:.'"' 

1e wnler fmnehisequcs tiou pion I-li11~, \'lcksburg, Jnckson, \Vin· fown nnd :l\!i;-;_~omi lin(', where I ~top- which the water is taken, i~ a Trent ,.0~.l'~" 
up for n vote on :l\fnv 26. ch('~ter. Cednr Crl:'ek. ped on :ny way to Xewton lnst f:\ll. I park of ~rt'l'll tn'C;;, gm.~ lawn!', !lower · 

•Out 11!-l 1\\rge n!-l it can.Lope Mr. ?>It·~·t'T wns shot, hut his life w:\s was so sick. Tod:\y, thnnk~ to Drr.. gnrdt'U!' and fountains plnying. ~ll'l' . 
better fire protection lis ;<aYed by hiR ~word nncl scnbbnrd wbieh Gorrell nn<l Engle who made it a "labor From this point a stnn<inrd !-'TI!=L' road a ~i <! 

\\' · 1 u ,f love' ' to cure me, I ft'<'l tine. f , 1 '· {'ll-n·I: ston<. nter works will reeetYCd t 1e all. After Appomattox rn n s or - 6 mi cs up ton point on tue rPmai t 
:ion of th e town.-O~ka- he wns sent to the south for rc<.•oustrue- I got off the cnr:; nt Trenton, l\!o., in mountain side cnlled "Cloud Cr:1ft. ' ' n burin!. 

tlon purpo&.'l', ll:winr; n detnchrnent of I tbe neighborhood of which I have w summer resort where the temperature I nequ:li 
e~ which hns been epidcm·[ troops nnd being stntioned in ~nth mnn:y relatives, hoping I mig.ht happen in Augmt ranges bNwccn 60 and ill de- l this v i 
hbor!Joo<l or the :l\lcCros- Cnrolinn. He returnNI to ); cwton in to ><ee somP of !.hem, but dtd :lOt. A grc('S, quite n pl('fl.-;:mt plnce to bt• nt \ \\' 
ouse some fourmile;; north September, I~f>\ nnd w:rn elected to n11nkn. nppfronehed ~;_e__~n~: l:l!'k~ If II ·~~·rul" that tim('. b m 
>(', this spritJg, hn•. "--n the legislature the AAme fall for . four oo ·lng or rome ut. .... r, " 1n.vmg a e.y H , I t0 aY• 

~ V<.'l: 1 f I d I h k 11 d d nd n ~! .nugh just now . l'be hi""h f-
In tbe fnmil~· of :l\Ir. John Y<'Un>, as &nntor. In lSGS he WM n e t own, nn t an .e<. 11111 

!\ll sru lJOrtcr wns t~lliug n lady a litt!P hurd of bl:ck~ l 
fh·c of his children were Grunt elector and in lSiS was again th.ere ."'~plenty back tbc;re for all who hcnring, that. he had a "broUlCr ~ix Nlns a 
~·.the~. our1g~t, nn -111rant. elected senator. W1!'h tt 1f they ~;o to the nght places. 

• co \V d 1• . c·t. d . tl feet tAll," and !'he unde~tanding him Pd '\ I 
bnlf old. dviug from tbe For twch·e yem-s he scn·ed as n lll<'lll- . 

1 
et pn.•

1
s:

1 
" 11

1 
JJM!-< HJ )d ur1~g . 1e

1
. to say his "brother hall. ~ix feet,'' when to ·d,;. 

1 .. , h.\r of the city council n.tld it v~·~.s hc:-P 1 
11 1£" 1 ! ". ll e ns C(lp. n 've u~tT'\.'\ .. 1 . , d . _. 1 ... ; ..... 1 "'Vh ~ ht'l , C'Pht 1 l 

1 l k l to "<to;; i\:nu~"' \._:iiv. ,, ~. ~v~: ~\.! !.in;·~ I~ H? ~n ~o} e-'c ...... .H.C<t, ) ' ~ ... e.to ...... l tlu: r~.,n J 
, tl ·t ·LII 'f d H' wroug 1! wor ·s t mt w t• trust will . to "'O ton mn!'<'um .. ' ' and ('Ycr~· tlO<l.Y 
,.y, 11~ ers '' e •' 01111 abide fore,·er. He wns one of the enrh· tnken n tmin on tile Hock I~!nud sys- "' J will 't<• 
.hlp farnJ('r to<'f'ther with . · 1 · . 't' t 1-11 d laughed. f 1 1· ' " · . con Y crt:< to lllllll !~ :pal ownership an!l P111, Ill "111 lll£' n •, con. nn gone o ~ It' I 
S. R :'<lacv of H1ghland . · 1 t 11 d ., 1 1 . th Our bn.by i>' standin~ the trip wdl. 

. ·' · w11~ lnrrceh· re~pon~1b!C' for the fact that n g 1 on lllH 1n S<''crn 1ours ere, '\I 
[o111 es. hnYe conc0cted n j . " · · . . . 1 1 tl , . 11 t k tl t · . He b tlw 0nly 0tH', at11l it is n.."t0nish- • tlll l . ;:\cwtounow own~ hL•rel t'{' tne lightmc: ntH HI! .It Jl.lll. no I<' rum \\C SurHI:t.'· 
. ncl ofrnt.4, ~ophe!'l', ~quir- llllti!L n. r.cl water ~~·stt·m~. . I waitt•tl fnr at Eldon. I lliPntion thi~ ing how mueh nmu~t'ment our fellow 

1 1 1 1 ' 1 · 'fl 1 :\!0it1t'>' . wo .'' l'H ntH l'\'('r_yl ting Col. ?>len•r wn~ .Hllll'lllhe r of th<· Con· r for tht• hc•m•lit of anyon e mnking ~ueh pnssCllf:C'l'S la\'l' with litH. lt' on y 
ow~ Ill the grouu d. &•th . · · ' t · 1. . . 1 tl ·. king b.v "Dh-ine Hight'' i~ n ball_, .. . . ( - gregatwnol ehnn:h wht•re hi~ funer:tl : a np, t 1.1t ma~ re.l< 1!~. 
, <1 :1_!>111.11 o_r of. the st'h<'tne. wn~ !'OIHinl'lt•d ycsiPr<l:ty. HI" wif· ·: ,\11 through !own, )!i~~ouri ntH! C'n."t- His dominion i~ ~uprl'HH' :ltHI ilc• :<1- ,_.,\ and 
llllst \1 orke<llt out. The diPd in ]:;!1.\ ka,·in)! tht• Colonel to n·· . l'l'll :Ill !I mid diP 1\:ansns that"'" p!L-<s~·d w:\ys ha.~ "willing snl•jl'<'f><'' In <ln hi~ matt.-" 
is to pump into tlH• holt• ><ide with his dtlllghtcr, )Irs. Fisk, who : through, th e re had t)('l'll plenty of rain, b idding, :md no an:Lrehisb plottill!:' hi~ the·.~~ ,., 
nt" a J;li S that kil ls in n · 1 1 kl ll It! 1 1 lift• for his swn.Y is fot liHh'd <'ll hum~u1 null spi hns bt'<.'ll de ,·otP<l to him ever _Hinct•. ·j w wat <>o · 11g tn•, w 1 corn an< 
,. ' brl'nth"' \vilhin 1 1 ·' 1 1 t 1 lon•, nn ind~: trn l'tihl<· l'rtlJ•irl' ,,f n1 :··ro· , tn:ln·t· l· 0 I .. . The h onomhle ('l\rt'!'r 0[ Col. J nh11 I I'(!\\'('( :_lnu llla11Y I'!\~.·('~ p nn e<. . c• 

l'<.: ' ll{• plnus il>ll', nnd < 1 t t l 1 ro_val ~Jlk!Hl0r th:\!1 !'nrd:mmt] •nlus ,.,·t•r 
1
t•n fft'P d• ::\leyt'r nnght to be :1~ 1 ' '"l'imtion t.: , II Ill Wt's l'rll \.!ln!'ill', 1HllWit 1-

, 1· tl 1 tl 1 ·1 · drt"!\Tlll"<l or &l}(ltlH'Il P\"t'r rea1i7.t.'d. _A, j u .... t at ! l''.'l'll n ow nrranging t0 
•trntlon of his nppnmtu~ 
lien<:'<' in the Capitnl City 
IUtre.. lf it workR, n.~ Mr. 
ug, he h n.<t 11 fortun e. 

the young me11 of today, lt•nd ing to ln- 1 ,r tull< 111g IL' < wu 1 :L~t ypnr t terc •~ 11 , 

dustrions nml elenn lmblts, llltsinl'!','-' In· great c!Pnl of lund pnt Into wht'!\t. they >'llY h <'"" , '' :-'t•tu>r, .·\d i<'s," i ::\lr. T r 
·r1 · t I •t 1 K ,. \1'1 l'J 'O \\·•· t· <..: r I i.1~ .·· ••.tlt· tegrity nn!leivic virtU('. H' lmprovt'llll'lt at ,1 l('ru , nn- '- · • · ' ' ·' ·. , · . ~ 

"'L~, wns n surpri~e to m e, 1L~ in fact, th•.• 

1
,~ un up · 
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Life-Boat. 

no inlluccment can obtain a place in the 
W:E~TERN LIFE BoAT for any sketch con­
tamiDg superficial flattery. The publishers 
seek to. lay t_hc truth belorc their readers­
truth tuat Will stand the criticism of time 
Let those who have not the "pure metal'; 
shu~ t~e ordeal. They will be moru suc­
c~'slul in obs~urity. But for Joyal souls 
~Yith large br:uu, warm hearts and active 
hvcs-;devotcd to the well being of mcn­
th~r~ !s a w~lcomc niche in its ample pages 
Cnt1c1sm Will be tree, truthful and inue: 
pendent. None but the superficial need 
have any cause to fear tho scourge 

Wilh the wisdom of vears :Mr. Edmunds 
has. ~utgrown the net work of theology and 
politics, and now stands on an independent 
platform, acknowledging !JUt one creed and 
on<· ' . of duty, fitly set forth by these 
wr- . the poet: 

"llound to no sect, to no creed confined 
The world his home, his brethren all ma~kind· 
Love truth\ do ~;ood, be just and lair with all' 
Exalt the nght though every ism fall." ' 

He is not only a writer and reformer !Jut 
~ worker. H~ h!ls t.ravcled over thirty 
t:ilates and Terr1tor1cs, through the Canada.s 
~ex teo and t::cntral America, and is now 0~ 
his way, makmg a tour nf the capltals of the 
~ever~] 8tatcs. _ He will devote some two 
yc.ar~ Ill travt!1111g through lite Rocky moun­
~a_ws and ~act tic State~ and Lcrritol"ies-vis­
J~Ing ~rJtish Uolumbiu. aud probably the 
~u.udwJCh Island, , !Yirxico, (Jcntral and 
t:lnuth Amenca, uuJ may continue his jour­
n~y amu~d the world. In aduition to his 
bio~raph1ca~ sk~tches for the LI!<'E-Bou, 
!~e i~ eontnuuttng a ~cries of artic!Ls on 
_Pol,l,tical Economy" uud "Modern Civiliza­

lion. He will also serve as Special Cor­
respondent for the Evening Wibr.ansin. and 
t~e Nortltwcsteru Newspaper Union and 
h1s l~t.ters ~n the resources of the cnu~tries 
l~c VISits wtll be published in their entire 
Its~ of 150 P!lpers. He will also contribute a 
senes o~ articles for the State Printing Com­
pany, ol _Dcs Moines, Iowa, that will reach 
t?e publt1: through their li_st of fifty papers. 
1~rough these channels his correspoudcncc 
Will reach a~ t~ggi_-e~a~c of 1,000,000 weekly 
readers. His l~rniii~I:Jty with the Western 
coun~ry, witt~ Ius n!JihLy to gi\ e forcible ex­
P!'C'SBIOn t? lu::; thoughts, c11nnot fnil to make 
Ius contnbutions-' ·The Great West" and 
:'Around the World," of more than or~linary 
mten:st to the general re.ader. 

We bespeak for _:r.Ir . .l!<dmunds a welcome 
und reasonable ass1stuuce in his labors with 
all c··-'idcn~c that his work, in wh~tcvcr 
cha w1ll be well and faithfully per­
fon. 

PunLISIIERs WesTERN Ln'E-lloAT, 
Des Moin<a, Jowa. 

John .Meye'l'. 205 

JOHN MEYER, 
GROCER, NEWTON, lOW A. 

Was born In Mittnany Valley, Clinton 
county, Pennsylvania, on February 26th 
1814. His parents and grand·parents were 
natives of America. His father'~ name was 
Valentine, born in Berks county, Pennsyl· 
vania, in 1892. At the age of thirteen with 
his parents he moved to Union county, 
whereat twenty-one he was married to Miss 
Elizabeth Hay. Ten years Inter with his 
wife and three ·children emigrated to Center 
county, Pennsylvania, a part of which 
county was afterwards cut off and formed 
part of Clinton. He was a man of strong 
mind and a leader in educational, tem· 
perance and all other reforms, and his 
son Joseph's were the only votes in the 
township in 1852 for Hale for President, 
who was the candidate of the Free Soil 
party in that year. He died in 1859. The 
family of Valentine proper was four daug· 
ters and four sons. Mary, Samuel, Catherine, 
William, Elizebeth, John and Jasper. The 
first hl\9 been married twice, Is now a 
widow, living in Bald Eagle Valley, Center 
county, Pwnsylvania. The second is mar· 
ried the second time and resides at Stockton, 
California; has been a Representative and 
Senator in the California Legislature. The 
third is a widow living in Olin ton county, 
Pennsylvama. The fourth is a farmer in 
the same place. Tho fifth died in June 
1847. The seventh died 11.fter bemg mar· 
ried twice, in 1854, and the eighth died in 
August, 1858, in Newton, Iowa. The sixth 
who is the subject of this sketch, was sent 
to school in his boyhood, for several 
mouths during each winter and in the 
summe~ he worked on the farm until he 
was of age, after which he attenued Mlfllin· 
but;'g academy for two terms, taught school 
in BushviiiP, Pa., in the winter of 1846; 
went to Oberlin college, Ohio, in the spring 
of 1847, and continued a student in that 
institution (teaching in the winters in the 
country) until August 1853, when he had 
received the degree of A. B. In that same 
month he was married to Miss Comelia 
Beebet>, who also graduated from the ladies 

department of the same institution in the 
same month. He moved to Newton, Iowa, 
in Apri11657, where he has been ever since. 
Thev have had seven children, m the order 
named: Charl.·s Sumner, Ella Oomelia, 
Willie, Joseph, Eva, and May.· The first 
died in Ohio seven months of age; the 
second, fourth, filth and sixth d1ed in New· 
ton at ages from two to three yea~s. The 
lather has been engaged as wholesale and 
retail grocer in Newton for eleven years 
and IS now engaged in that business. He 
has been a very zealons anti sl:!.vcry man 
taking the stump since 1856 in every cam­
paign and doing efficient service. In 18G1 
he wa& elected to represent hiM county irr 
the 9th General Assembly of Iowa. In 1862 
he assisted in raising four companies for 
the war, then raised one for'himselfwhi<'h 
was subsequently known a.s Co. "K" 28th 
Iowa Infantry; went as captain of the cav· 
elry until May 1863. During the siege of 
Vicksburg be was promoted for distinguish· 
ed coolness and bravery at the battle of 
champion Hills to the office of lfajor, which 
position he held to the close of the war 
holding at its close a brevet commission 
both as lieutenant colonel and colonel. 
He was engaged in the battle of Champion 
Hill, the siege of Vicksburg 40 days, the 
siege of Jackson ancl varioua skirmishes 
both in the Vicksburg campaign and under 
Banks in the Gulf departm':nt. In 1864 
his regiment with others was transferred to 
the Shenanadoah Valley under Gen. Sheri­
Jan was in the seven contested bllttles of 
Winchester and Cedar Creek, and. various 
minor engagemen~s and skirmishes attend­
ant upon driving Gen. Early out ot the 
Valley. In December was transferred 
to Sherman's army at Savannah, Georgia, 
with which he served with "his regiment 
until the close of the war. Before he re­
turned from the war, without any solicita· 
tion or knowledge on his part, he was nom· 
ioated to the State Senate to which he was 
elected in 1865, and served as Senator with 
ability during the sessions of the Eleventh 
and Twelfth General assemblies. In 1368 
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be was elected Grant presidential elector of 
his Congressional District, during which 
campaign he made speeches in every county 
in the district. 

He has always been a temperance man of 
the strictest sense, having never used ardent 
spirits in any form, nor tobacco or a.:~y pro­
fane language; is a zealous educator; is a 
m~mber of the school board; chairman of 
the committee of school building, since 
which position he has held, the school 
distnct have erected one of the finest school 
buildings in the State. 

He is a member of the IJongregational 
church; is five feet nine inches high; 
weighs 185 pounds; dark hair and eyes and 
has an excellent constitution, never having 
been sick. Such is an outline record of 
one of the most faithful and successful 
businessmen incentnl Iowa. 

DELOS ARNOLD. 
FURNITURE, MAUSHALL, lOW A. 

Medium stature-live feet ten inches; 
weight one hundred ana thirty pounds; 
spare, but muscular frame, and fair mould; 
black hair, tinged with gray; motive­
mental temperament, fair features, large 
active brain, well archc il brows, and deep 
set eyes; full, round forehead, broad be­
tween the organs of combativeness, and 
deep between individuality to self esteem. 
He has a well balaneed organization, and is 
calculated to succeed in life. 

Delos Arnold is of Scotch-English ances­
try, his paternal progenitors having emi­
grated to this country just prior to the 
Revolution, and settled in Providence, R. I. 
His great great-grandfather followed a sea 
faring life after his arrival in America, and 
was lost while in comma.nd of a vessel 
on a voyage from Bordeaux, France, to 
America. ll1any of lhe descendants still 
reside in Providence; others are found in 
various portions of the Republic, serving 
their generation in the several indus1 ria 
pursuits ihat make up American civiliza­
tion. The father of Delos Wll.S a native of 
New York, and a tanner and a trader by 

occupation. He died while on a visit to 
his son at Marshall, in 1856. Delos Ar­
nold is a native of Chenango county, N, 
Y., where he was born, . July 21, 1830. 
When he was eleven years old he went 
With his parents to Chatauqua county, 
where he resided until his removal to Iowa 
in 1853. At the age of fourteen years he 
traveled, visiting the various cities In the 
country. After a year and a half he re­
turned to his Chatanqua home, and began 
his studies for active life. He studied 
some two years in the Frederick Acade­
my-teaching school during the winter­
and in 1851 he entered the Albany, N.Y., 
Law School, where he was admitted to 

practice in 1853. He removed immediately 
to MarshaU, Iowa, where he began prac­
tice, was appointed prosecuting attorney 
the next day after his arrival, and served 
some four years, being twice elected to the 
same position. In the winter of 1853-4, he 
taught the first school in the county, 
using the court house at Marietta for the 
purpo~e- In 1857, he was elected to the 
lee;islature, and served during the last ses­
sion held at Iowa City. After the organi­
zation of the Tnternal Revenue Department, 
he was made the first Assessor of the 6th 
District, embracing one-third of the area 
of the State. He was removed by Andrew 
Johnson in 1865, and T. H. Barton, Jr., was 
appointed in his stead. In the fall of 1869 
he was elected as Representative in the 13th 
General Assemb~, and served through the 
session of 1870. 

In 1861 he abandoned the profession of 
the law, and at the close of his official 
term he engaged in real estate imd money. 
loaning, and in 1870, took charge of a fur­
niture store, which he has since conduqted. 
In the summer of 1872 he took .. u extended 
tour in company with several other Hawk­
eyes, through Colorado and the Rocky 
Mountains, returning in the fall much im­
proved in health and spirits. 

He began without means and has acquired 
a fair competency as a reward for his yeal'li 
of industrious toils. 

' 

f
;. t •. 

' 

John 1 

He married in 1854, to Miss Hannah Mer­
cer, a native of Ohio, arid tLe daughter of a 
Buckeye farmer. They have a family of 
three children. 

PoliticA.lly he is a Republ!can-straght 
,He gave his first vote for General Scott anc 
in 1856 voted for Fremont and has fought i• 
out on that line ever since. 

JOHI:j" McKEAN, 

STATE SENATOR, ANAMOSA, IOWA, 

John McKean is the -son of Rev. JamE 
McKean and Nancy McKean. James M• 
Kean was the son of Hugh McKean an 
wife, who both ,came from Antrim count; 
Ireland, near the close of the RevolutlonaJ 
war, a'ld settled· first near Washingto: 
Pennsylvania, about 1795, where Jam 
McKean was born. In 1800 they moved 
Mercer county, Pennsylvania, near :N 
shannock creek, seven miles above N1 
Vastle, in what is now Lawrence conn' 
The father 'of Hugh McKean was a Scot< 
man, who settled in Antrim county, Irela1 
at the close of the war of 1688-90. NaD 
McKean, the mother, was a daughter 
Fe~gus Smith and wife, whose maiden nBJ 
was Giflin-Smith was a protestant Iri 
man. and his wife an American lady 
Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania. N 
cy McKean was born in Westmorel1 
county, Pennsylvania, o.nd she and her 
rents moved about in 1810 near to C 
Spring,Mercer county, Pennsylvania. J . 
McKean, was born June 19th, 1835, in I 
renee county, Pennsylvania; had six br 
ers and one sister; she died 32 years 
T.llree of his brothers live in Jones cou 
Iowa. His father was a soldier of the 
of 1812, and served at Erie, Pennsylv1 
John's youth was ·spent on a farm in Ca 
county, Ohio. He attended the com 
schools daring the winter and labored 
ing the summer until 16 years of age. 
this time had obtained in the co!I 
school a good knowledge of algebra 
all inferior mathematics, and had t 
Latin. He then attended an acader 
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consequence that he would accept since he became 
a resident of Iowa. 

He passed all the chairs in Odd-Fellowship many 
years ago, and belongs to the encampment in the 

·Masonic order. In religious sentiment, he is a Uni­
versalist, but there is no church of that order in Fort 
Dodge with which he can connect himself. 

Mr. Meservey was first married in I84o, to Miss 
Elizabeth Nelson, of Indiana. She died in 1844, 
'leaving one daughter, Jane, who is now the wife of 
George Green, of Denver, Colorado. His present 

wife was Miss Amanda C. Robbins, of Clinton, Illi­
nois. She has had six children, of whom only four 
are living. Stillman T . is a druggist in Fort Dodge ; 
Adolphus F. is a lawyer in the same city; Alice is 
the wife of Oliver M. Welch, of Fort Dodge, and 
William is at home attending the grader! school. 

Mr. Meservey is five feet six and a half inches tall, 
rather stout bl1ilt, and weighs two hundred pounds. 
He is a well-read man, not only in law and politics, 
but on general subjects, a good converser, and very 
genial in the social circle. 

HON. JOI-I.N MEV ER, 

NEWTON. 

JOHN MEYER, the present state senator from 
Jasper county, is a native of Clinton county, 

Pennsylvania, and was born on the 26th of February, 
I824. His · parents were Valentine and Elizabeth 
Hoy Meyer, members of the agricultural class. The 
Meyers were originally from Switzerland or (ier­
rnany, and settled in Berks county, Pennsylvania, two 
hundred years ago. The subject of this notice was 
educated at Mifllinburgh Academy, Union county, 
Pennsylvania, and Oberlin College, Ohio, going to 
Oberlin in 1847 and graduating in 1853 . He com­
menced teaching school in his twenty-first year and 
taught while fitting himself for and passing through 
college, thus defraying most of his expenses at that 
period. During the last two years at Oberlin he 
taught under classes in the college. 

On graduating, he married Miss Cornelia Heebee, 
of Mount Vernon, Ohio, on the 25th of August, 1853, 
and for two or three years was in partnership " ·ith 
his father-in-law, Ward W. Beebee, a prominent and 
successful horticulturist, who afterward settled in 
Dubuque, Iowa, where he died in December, I868. 

In April, r857, Mr. Meyer immigrated to Iowa, 
"iind settled in Newton, which place has since been 
his home. Twenty years ago an effort was made to 
establish a college at Wittemburg, four miles north 
of Newton, under the patronage of the Free Presby­
terians, and Mr. Meyer was engaged as teacher dur-

-ing one season. 
In r859 Mr. Meyer commenced business on the 

corner of McDonald: and Spring streets, and has 
never ntoved. ., 

In August, I862, Mr. Meyer went into the army 
as captain of company K, 28th Iowa Infantry, and 

' ~-:·· 

served three years. He was promoted to major in 
1863, after the battle of Champion Hills, holding that 
commission, together with those of lieutenant-colonel 
and colonel, at the close of the war. Besides Cham­
pion Hills he was in the siege of Vicksburg, the hat­
ties of Jackson, Mississippi, and Winchester, Fisher's 
Hill and Cedar Creek under General Sheridan in 
I 864, and several other battles. At the battle of 
Cedar Creek, out of eight field officers of his brigade 
four were killed, two wounded, he having his sword 
struck with a musket ball, and only one of the eight 
was untouched. 

Major Meyer was elected to the Iowa general 
assembly in 186r, and served in the regular and ex­
tra sessions of 1862; was a member of the state sen­
ate in 18fi6 and I868, and was elected to the same 
body in October, 1877, for another term of four years. 
He is very attentive to his duties and makes a judi­
cious legislator. 

Colonel Meyer has been a member of the school 
board of Newton city several years, and its president 
most of the time, some of his best work for the pub­
lic having been done in that connection. In many 
respec ts he is a very useful citizen. He has been con­
nected with the Congregational chui;Ch for twenty­
five years, and most of the time has held some office 
in that body, being deacon at this time. He has 
lived a very pure life. 

In politics, Colonel Meyer was originally a free-soi l 
whig, and has acted heartily with the republican 
party since its format ion. He cherishes his political 
sentiments with the same sincerity that he does his 
religious. While in Ohio in I 856 he took the stump 
for Colonel Fremont for the Presidency; was district 
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el~ctor in r868, and spoke in every county in the 
district, and usually does more or Jess canvassing 
when an important election, like that of governor or 
President, is to take place. 

The history of his family is truly sad. Of eight 

children, the fruit of the union formed in 18531 only 
one child, Cornelia, is living. She is a teacher in 
the public schools of Newton, aged twenty. Mrs. · • · 
Meyer, like her husband, is an active christian, and 
one of the leaders in all benevolent enterprises. 

HON. ROBERT SLOAN, 

KEOSAU~UA. 

ROBERT SLOAN, for the last ten years a cir­
cuit judge, is a son of Robert and Elizabeth 

Steapleton Sloan, and was born in Wayne township, 
Columbiana county, Ohio, on the 21st of October, 
1835. The Sloans are of Scotch-Irish descent. The 
great-grandfather of Robert Sloan was an officer with 
General Braddock, and was a captain in the revolu­
tionary army. His son, th e grandfather of our sub­
ject, was born in the old country; he emigrated to 
this country and settled near Philadelphia. Robert 
Sloan, senior, was born in th~ county of Antrim, Ire­
land, and came to this country when seven years old. 

The subject of this noti ce was employed in far~l­
ing until about seventeen years of age, receiving a 
common-school education during this time, with one 
year's attendance at a high school in New Lisbon, 
under Professor Reuben l\IcMillen. 

that date until he went on the bench. In the autumn 
of 1866 he was elected judge of the first circuit, _ 
second judicial district; went on the bench in Janu­
ary following; four years later was elected circuit 
judge of the second judicial district; was reelected 
in 1876, and his term will not expire until the 31st 
of December, r88o. As a lawyer, Judge Sloan is ,_, . 
thoroughly wedded to the profession, and is a studi­
ous, growing man . As a jurist, he is self-possessed 
and dignified, full and clear in his charge to a· jury. 
His popularity on the bench is seen in his repeated 
reelections. . 

Judge Sloan was made a Freemason a short time . 
after he became of age; has been master of the 
Keosauqua Lodge, and is a Knight Templar . . He_ 
has paid, however, of late years, but little atten­
tion to the order, letting nothing interfere with his 
studies pertaining to the office of a jurist. In the spring of 1853 Robert Sloan, senior, im­

migrated with his family from Ohio to Iowa, settling 
near Iowa ville, Davis county; and for the next seven­
teen years teaching was the occupation of his son, 
mainly in Davis county. 

In 186o he entered the law office of Judge George 

He has acted with the republican party since 1856; 
has very decided views as to his duly in politics, but 
is not an office seeker. In all respects he is high- ;.r .~ :~· 
minded and a man of many fine qualities. He is a '"r; ;.: 

communicant in the Congregational church. · ' ,. 
G. Wright, of Keosauqua; was admitted to the bar 
at this place, the seat of justice of Van Buren coun­
ty, in March. 1861, and was in practice here from 

On the 15th of ]\lly, z86J, Miss Mary Brown, of -~ - ~ : 
Keosauqua, became the wife of Judge Sloan, and 
they have six children, five girls and~ boy. 

ENOCH D. WOODBRIDGE, 

NASHUA. 

ENOCH DAY WOODBRIDGE, the first settler 
in Nashua, and a son of Timothy Woodbridge, 

a farmer of Vermont, was born in that state at Mid­
dlebury on the 3d of March, r8o6. His mother was 
Lydia Chipman, daughter of Judge Chipman, of the 
same place . Enoch farmed in his native town until 
eleven years old, when the family moved to Ohio 
and settled on land twenty miles west of Cleveland. 

In 1835 Enoch removed to Southport, now Keno-· · 
sha, Wisconsin, and bought and sold land there for 
several years; spent some time on a farm in Rock . 
county, Wisconsin, and in 1854 pushed westward in- · 
to Iowa, dealing in merchandise a year or two at Mc­
Gregor, and in July, 1855, settling where Nashua now ··. 
stands. At that time Bradford, then the seat of justice · 
of Chickasaw county, had quite a cluster of dwelling _'. · 

_I 
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ancestry 
You searched for John Meyer in Iowa 

Name: John Meyer 

Residence : Newton, Iowa 

Age at 38 
enlistment: 

En listment 14 Jul 1862 
Date : 

Rank at Captain 
enlistment: 

State Served: Iowa 

Survived the Yes 
War?: 

Service Record: Commissioned an officer in Company K, Iowa 
28th Infantry Regiment on 10 Oct 1862. 
Promoted to Full Major on 14 Apr 1863. 
Promoted to Brevet Colonel on 13 Mar 1865. 
Mustered out on 31 Jul 1865 at Savannah, GA. 
Promoted to Full Lt Colonel on 15 Jun 1865. 

Birth Date: abt 1824 

Sources : Roster & Record of Iowa Soldiers in the War of 
Rebellion 
Photo courtesy of HDS Subscriber 

Source Information: 
Historical Data Systems, camp .. U.S. Civil War So!d;er Records and Promes [database 
on·line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2009. 
Original data: Data compiled by Historical Data Systems of Kingston, MA from the 
fallowing list of works . 

Copyright 1997-2009 
Historical Data Systems, Inc. 
PO Box 35 
Duxbury. MA 02331. 

Description: 
This database LS a compilation of military records (mduding state rosters, pension 
records, and regimental histories) of individual soldiers who served in the United 
States Civil War. Learn more .. 

Contact Us: 1-80()-ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Gift Memberships 

~ 1997·2011 Ancestry.com Corporate Information (areers PRIVACY POLICY Terms and Conditions 

Ancestry .com 

http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&db=civilwar_histdatasys%2c&rank=O ... 
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U.S. Civil War Soldiers, 1861-1865- Ancestry.com 

ancestry 
You searched for John Meyer in Iowa 

Name: John Meyer 

Side: Union 

Regiment Iowa 
State/Origin: 

Regiment 28 Iowa Infantry 
Name: 

Regiment Name 28th Regiment, Iowa Infantry 
Expanded: 

Company: K 

Rank In: Captain 

Rank In Captain 
Expanded: 

Rank Out: Major 

Rank Out Major 
Expanded: 

Film Number: M541 roll 18 

Source Information: 
National Park Service. U.S. Civil War Soldiers, 1861-1865 [database on-line]. Provo, 
UT, USA: Ancestry .com Operations Inc, 2007. 
Original data: National Park Service, Civil War Soldiers and Sailors System, online 
<http://www.itd.nos.gov/cwss/>, acquired 2007. 

Description: 
This database contains the names of approximately 6.3 million soldiers who served in 
the American Civil War. In addition to their names, information that may be listed for 
each soldter includes regtment, company, and rank. Learn more .. 

Contact Us: 1-BOG-ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Gift Memberships 

© 1997~2011 Ancestry.com Corporate Information careers PRIVACY POLICY Terms and Conditions 

Page 1 of 1 
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1900 United States Federal Census - Ancestry.com 

ancestry 
You searched for John Meyer in Iowa 

Name: John Mey er 

Home in 1900: Newton, Jasper, Iowa 
[Newton, Jasper, I owa] 

Age: 76 

Birth Date: Feb 1824 

Birthplace: Pennsylvania 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

Relationship to Head 
head-of-house: 

Father's Pennsy lvania 
Birthplace: 

Mother's Pennsylvania 
Birthplace: 

Marital Status: Widowed 

Occupation: View on Image 

Neighbors: View others on page 

Household Name 
Members: John Meyer 

Cornelia M Fisk 
Roy B Fisk 
Amanda Fisk 

Source Citation: Year: 1900; Census Place: Newton, Jasper, Iowa; 
Roll: T623_439; Page: 18; Enumerat1on District: 29. 

Age 

76 
42 
19 
14 

Ancestry.com. 1900 United States Federal Census [database on­
line). Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2004. 

Original data: United States of America, Bureau of the Census. Twelfth Census of the 
United States, 1900. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records 
Administration, 1900 . T623, 1854 rolls. 

Description: 
This database is an index to individuals enumerated in the 1900 United States 
Federal Census, the Twelfth Census of the United States. Census takers recorded 
many details including each person's name, address, relationship to the head of 
household, color or race, sex, month and year of birth, age at last birthday, man tal 
status, number of years married, the total number of children born of the mother, the 
number of those children living, birthplace, birthplace of father and mother, if the 
individual was foreign born, the year of immigration and the number of years in the 
United States, the citizenship status of foreign-born individuals over age twenty-one, 
occupation, and more . Additionally, the names of those listed on the population 
schedule are linked to actual images of the 1900 Federal Census. Learn more .. 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

John Meyer - Overview - Ancestry .com 
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Home Family Trees Search Collaborate Learning Center 

Barker & Moyer_2011-04-26 Return to family tree 1 Tree oaqes 

John Meyer 
Birth 26 FEB 1824 in Walker Twp. Centre Co. PA 

Death AFT 1899 in Iowa USA 

View his familv tree View family members ~ 

Page 1 of 1 

HI, helenjwhl £gn_Qy_t Messaoes C16l ~r:rt ttgJ.Q To-Dos Quick Links 

DNA Publish Shop Hrre an Expert Gift Memberships 

Owner: dragondaw129 find a person in this tree 

Save this oerson to your tree 

Comment on this 

Overview Facts and Sources ~1edia Gallery Comments Member Connect 

Media Gallery 

No photos, stones_ audio or video have been added yet. 

Timeline (View details) 

Birth 
1824 
26 Feb Walker Two. Centre Co. PA 

1853 
25Aug 

Age: 29 

Marriage to Cornelia Beebe 

1899 
AFT 

Age: 75 

Comments 

No comments have been added yet 

Add a comment 

Contact Us: I -BOO-ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates 

if\ 1997-2011 Ancestry.com Corporate Information Careers 

Gift Memberships 

PRIVACY POUCY Terms and ConditiOns 

http:/ /trees.ancestry .com./tree/267773 81/person/1916390322?ssrc= 

Family Members 

Parents 

Valentine Meyer 
1793- 1859 

Mary Elizabeth Hoy 
1792- 1827 

Spo use & Child ren 

: Cornelia Beebe 

I 

i Cordell~ 
i 1857-

Family group sheet 

Source Information 

No source citations have been added yet 

Web Links 

There are no web/inks available for this person. 

Search the web for John Meyer 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

John Meyer (1824- 1902)- Find A Grave Memorial 

t:"IND A GRAY[ 

Actions 
Begin New Search 

Refine Last Search 

Cemetery Lookup 

Add Burial Records 

Help with Find A Grave 

Find all Meyers in : 

• Newton Union Cemetery 

• Newton 

• Jasoer County 

• Iowa 

• Find A Grave 

Top Contributors 

Success Stories 

Discussion Forums 

Find A Grave Store 

Support Find A Grave 

Advertisement 

I'll 621 s 

John Meyer 

Memorial Photos Flowers 

Learn about upgrading this memorial. .. 

Birth: 
Death: 

Feb. 26, 1824 
May 13, 1902 

son of Valentine & Elizabeth (Hoy) Meyer­
Trustee Iowa (Grinnell) College - 1894 - Civil 
War veteran Col 28th lA infantry 

Burial: 
Newton Union Cemetery 
Newton 
Jasper County 
Iowa, USA 
Plot: Sec 7 Lot 3 Block 1 

Created by: Richard Weston 
Record added: Jun 10, 2010 
Find A Grave Memorial# 53491410 

Cemetery Photo 
Added by: Rickie Bickle 

Photos may be scaled. 
Click on image for full size. 
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