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practical and best patt of his education has si nce 
been outained on the farm, in the dai ry, and in other 
departments of If\r iculture. H e spent the first thi rty 
years (l r mOTC of h is life in T rumbull county, carry­
ing on a large dai ry for fifteen years, and raising Ind 
buying stock for the eastern market. 
. In 18so Mr. Mitis settled in Denmark, Lee county, 

. IOWJ, th ere establishing the first large dairy in the 
lIale, and managing it for scvcn yca~, buying and 
Idling hogs and c:lttle at the "me time. 
. In 1857 he removed to Le wis, Cass county. where 

he is sti ll found. Here, for six or seven )'cars, he 
.was the lugesl cattle and "v jne feeder in the state, 
buying alt the stock r:lised in the Nishnabotna val­
ley for twenty o r thitt)· miles in either d irection, and 
all the corn in ten or fifteen mil e~, his business in 
some years amounting to two hundred thousand dol. 
lars. He was the only stock and grain dealer to any 
ettent in' this county until the Chicago, Rock Island 
And Pacilic railroad passed through nine years ago. 
His name, for twenty years, has been known, through. 
out the state and in. Chicago, as a synonyme for en· 
terprise, public spirit and fa ir dealing. 

In 1875 Mr. Mills reti red from business. He was 
long and largely identified with the agricultural in. 
terests of Iowa, and no man is more serviceable at 

..... . , . 
Itate fai rs than he. He has been a di rector of the ~.-

State Agricult ural for twenty consecut iye yean; fw .. : 
its efficient president in 1874, 1815 and 1816, aDd .b&l.~.· . _ 
altendw every rair since the society was orl l ni,ed .. ~ ';1-:.-

Mr. Mills was a member of the fourteent h general ·~ ~':.~" 
as.~embly of Iowa, and did good senice to the Itate 
in that bod)'. He ",':"s 11 trustee an~he treasurer or 
the Agricultural College two terms. ." 

He was originally a whig, and has been a republi. 
can since there existed such a party. he contributing 
his assistance in organi t ing the same . 

Mr. Mills has been a member of either a Prelbyte_ 
rian or Congregational church since he was fourteen 
years old, and as far ns we can ucertain he hal lived 
strictly in accordance with the gospel of peace. 

Mr. Mills has a second Ivife. His first was Mill 
Sophia Arnold, of Ashtabula county, Ohio; married 
on the 17th of April, 1839. She died in December, 
1876, leaving five children. One son, John A. Mills, 
a soldier fonr years in the Union Itmy, had preceded 
he r to the world of spirits. H is p resent wife was 
Miss Julia Forgy, of Mount Pleasant, Iowa, (ormerly 
of Dayton, Ohio. 

Nature, in her d istribution of noblemen, has been 
generolls toward Iowa, and in the front rank is Oli. 
yer Mills. 

HON. A LBERT H. LAWRENCE, 
LlZMARS. 

ALB ERT HENRY LAWRENCE, state senator 
rt from the fiftieth district, ~nd a ci tizen of north. 
western Iowa of much promise. is a native of Oswego 
county, New York, datin~ his birth on the 29th of 
J ul)" 1839. He is a son of Thomas and Mary M. 
(Ellis) l.awrence, bolh of early Massachusetts fami. 
lies. His mother WIS a relat ive of General Ellis, 
and his great.grandsires on both sides participated in 
th'e se ven years' struggle for independence. H is rna· 
ternal grandfather was in the second war with the 
mother counlry. 

Thomas Lawrence moved with his (amily to Onon. 
daga county when Albert was [ou r years old. Here 
he spent his yOllth, receh'ing an academic education 
at Homer, Cortland county. He there prepared for 
college, but never eDtered, on account or the lYeak· 
ness of his eyes, a disease with which h~ is st ill 
troubled. In YOlHh he lost his right arm. 

He commenced reading law in 1860 with Smith 

and Markham, of Syracuse: finished with Han. N. 
C. Ruger, of the same city, and was admined to the 
bar in 1864, at a tenn of .the supreme court held in 
Syracuse. 

Mr. Lawr~nce practiced O'ne year at Pi t Hole City, 
in the oil region of Penns)'lvania, and in 1866 came 
to Toledo, T ama cou nty, Iowa, where he was in 
practice ulfti l October, 18p, when he stnled in Le. 
mars., Plymouth county, his present home. Here he 
added real estate to his p rofeS$ional business, and 
has been very successfu l in both branches, most oJ 
the time operating alone. Peco niarily, fe. la"ye~s 

in his part of th e state have had equal prosperi ' Y. i 

Mr. Lawrence is a close student, giving . 11 the 
time that his eyes will permit to h is books. During 
the fOllr years wh ich he originally gaye to legalltudie. " 
he laid l good foundat ion on "hich to build, and the 
superstructure since reared hn already coramaDding 
proportions. Possibly the condition .of hi, eyts may 
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, l ~ ' f~. eventually compel him to abandon his profession. 
i Should this happen, the bar of Plymouth county will 
: ~. ~. lose a member of the highest standing. :; i:' ;~ While :I, resident of Toledo Mr. Lawrence served 

• . two years as county attorney, and sir)ce locating in 
*.. Plymouth county he haa been a mrmberof the school 

l' . board of the independent district of Lemars, he do­
ing especially commendJ-tory labor in the latter posi_ 
tion. His literary taste, and his teal for the cause of 
educati~n, made him eminently useful; during three 
or fou r years in the infancy of the city, while he was 
on that board. ·i . . I ;! 

, . , 

Mr. Lawrence was elected to th~ senate in Oc­
tober, 187], and represents Plymou th, Woodbury, 
Cherokee, Buena Vista, Sioull and "Lyons counli~s. 
While ~e write he is serving in the seventeenth gen-

eral assembly; is chairman of the committee on elec_ 
tionl, and a member of the committee of ways and 
means, nonnal schools, representative districts. and 
fish and game. He is always in his place, attending 
to his duties with the greatest assiduity. 

Mr. Lawrence is an unswerving republican, and 
somewhat active in local politics. It is not, however, 
at his own su ggestion that he is in the slate senate; 
he is modest, re ti ri ng, and the last man to push him_ 
telf forward or to u k othen to do il. 

On the 20th of December, ,870, Min Clara M., 
daughter of S. W. Cole, then of Tama City, now of 
Ced ar Rapids, Iowa, became the wife of Senator 
Lawrence, and they have IwO children. Mrs. Law_ 
rence is a member of the Congregational church, 
where the family worship. 

LEOPOLD H. GORDON, 
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NEWELL. 

T EOPOLD H, GORDON, m~mber of th~ lower 
L house of the gene ral assembly from the sev· 
enty-tecond district, belongs to the younger class of 
legislators. He was early trained in business habits; 
has an eminentl y practical turn of mind, and is one 
of the hard_working and very valuable members of 

. the seventeenth generaJ assembly. He is a nat ive 
of New Hampton, Belknap county, New U :\1n[l~hi r e, 

and is a son of Lewis and Sarah E. (Merrill, Gordon, 
and was born on the 2d of December, 11\44. This 
·branch of the Gordon family descended from Alex_ 
ander Gordon, a soldier in the days of Charles r. 

This eminent ancestor of the branch of the Gor­
don family, here under consideration,' was a young 
soldier, captured about i6so, by Cromwell , with other 
Scotchmen fighting for the Stuarts and against the 
Puritan commonwealth. He was taken to T uttle_ 
fi eld, a prison camp near London, but was released 
by Daniel Slone, of Cambridge, Massachusetts, Mr. 
Stone paying for him and sending him tn Mass;'!_ 
chuseltl. Mr. Gordon f9u nd a. home with j ohn 
Cloise. a mariner, who hdd a position in the vessel 
which brought Gordon over. Cloise lived at WllIer. 
town, Massachu setts, and there Gordon worked more 
than .a year for him to pay fo r the transportation 10 
this country. ,. 

The family spread through New England and into 
Ohio and other western states, and also into rome 'of 
the lKluthem statel. . 

, -

When the su bject of this sketch wu fourteen years 
old, Lewis Gordon removed with his family to Con_ 
cord, New Hampshire, the son subs~quen t l y return_ 
ing to his native town and spending three terms in 
the old academy, started there more than fifty years 
ago, and which he had attended fou r years before 
leaving for Concord. He took Ih~ clanical course. 
While in Concord he spent some time as a clerk in 
a dry-goods store, and subsequently was in the mer­
cantile business in partnership with his father. 
. In 186S he came "ith his parents to Dubuque, 
Iowa, and was there engaged for five years, with his 
father, in runnin g a planing mill and manufacturing 
sash, doors and blinds. 

In 1870 Mr. Gordon removed to the new town of 
Ne.lII·ell, Buena Vista county, on the IolI'a. di\'ision of 
the Illinois Central railroad, eng .. ging in the lu mber, 
co.al and milling business, in the firm of L. H. Gor­
don and Co., his partner being George B. Burch, 
mayor of Dubuque. Mr. Gordon h.as first-class bus_ 
iness capacities, and success has crowned his ener­
getic and well directed e!forts. 

He was the first mayor of Newell, and by reelec­
tion has served tw~ terms. H~ has been a member 
and treasurer of the school board, and in many ways 
makes him sel f eminently useful to the community in 
which he lives. 
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