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GEORGEWRIGHT DEAD

.
PIONEER BUSINESS MAN AND
ATTORNEY OF CITY.

-

———
9.: 1

HAS BEEN ILL' FIFTEEN DAYS—
FUNERAL SUNDAY. . °

IS PROMINENT FIGURE IN THE
HISTORY OF IOWA.

,.
Came to S%ato in Early Manhood—
Active and Buccessful

Career.
|

—

-

(frorge Frankln Wrleht, pionecr attor-
noy and business min,  dled oat i
o'clock Thursday mocning bt hin home,
10 Houth Hixth atreot, nftor an ness of
fihesit fiftein dayn,

Whiles the end had beon nntleipited for
uevornl days by his immedinte fomily
and more inthte friemls, the eommuan-
Ity gonerally was pot nware thiet his con-
dittan wax so serlous, e wias wldely
known and his dently s a great shock
nnd aorione Ionus

Mr. Wright wna . wufferer for yeurs
from a compllentlon of Kkidney troubles,
but It wau not antll the latter part of
November that  hils  condition  beeonme
alarming,  Hoe suffered o wevere attiok
nt o that thne and was confieed toe Ll b,
Flopea that he milght yonlly wers not reid-
lred ol he continued to full rapidly.
Two dayve ngo his eondltion heennes erit-
lenl, bt with the perthuicity which char-
noetorized hils loang enreer, b bt thed Tor
Hre until Wednesday morning when he
sink Into semi-uneonsclonsnesas amd /o
romalned untll the end.  ntl Wednesdny
he nuffored no prin sned remained in the
full possession of hla el e,

Mr. Wrilkht eomploted his aeventy-third
yvenr Tweonmber &, elghtt dava agn, He s
aurvived by his wldow, two sans, Franklin
oo Wrlght ol George 8 Wrlght of (hia
elty, umd bwo danghteres, Miva [Glzn Car-
nline Wrlght of this elty and Mrs, Willlam
tonson of Drabugue, “Phlee members of his
family were at hisa bedslde when the enad
eimne.

Funernl services will he hield Sundny
afternoon at 3 o'clock at the residence,
Rev, Mareus ', MeClure, pastor of the
Wirset Freahyterinn chureh, will offielnte,
The burind will bhe In Wiadnut TTHL eetns
etory,

Georgo Franklln Wright wiay horpn In
Warren, Washington  county,  Vermont,
December 5, 183, and was the oldest aon
of n family of four children of the Inte
['ranklin - Asher  Wright who  dled  In
Counctl Blulfs, October 5, 1476, Both his
pirents wers of Fnglish-Seoieh aneestrey,

He was reared on a farm In his natlve
town, aml early In life was held largely

responsaible for thae successful mmannge-
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VERCOME BY GAS
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Eranklin - Asher Wright who died In
Councll Bluffs, October 5, 1875, Both his
parents wers of FKnglish-Scoteh ancestry.
o was reared on a farm In hig natlve
town, and early In life was held largely
reaponsible for the successful manage-
ment and working of the farin, At the
age of 17 he commenced his academiec adu-
citlon nt West Randolph, Vt., under tho
tutorage of the Iata Hom Aunstin Adams

UL T

of Duburue, Iu., ‘who wax twleo chlef
Justice of the state,  Tenching distriet
school winters, ag, was customary with

many New ngland Yoys, he eompleted
his preparatory studles il one yvenr of his
college course, e dld not enter college,
however, but In the spring following his
majorlty, 1835, he came to Iowa and set-
tled In Keosauqua, Van Huren county,
when he at onece’ commenced the study
of lnw with the firm of Wright, Knapp &
Caldwell, composeéd of ex-Unlted States
Senator George G, Wright of Des Moines,
the late TIon. Joseph C. Knapp of Keosau-
aua, who was his uncle, and ex-Judge

Henry C. Caldwell, His Taw studles were
pursued under the tutorage of Senator
Wright. He was® admitted to the Van

Buren county bar in 1557, Judge I,
Hendershott belng the presiding judge,

The same year-he was admitted to part-
nership with lils unele, Judge Knapp, and
Judge Caldwell, under the firm name  of
Knapp, Caldwell & Wright, and g0 eowy-
tinued until Judge Cualdwell was ealled to
the Unlted States beneh at Little Rock,
Arkansas,  Hlg education, founded In the
old-fashloned Noew Iinglioud schools, and
In the old-fushioned New nglamnd ways,
was rounded oul under the tealning re-
cetved from these aminent Tnwyers  and
Jurlats,  Alded by thelr ripe husiness ox-
porlenee, and hig own extengive nequnint-
anee with business affnirs, he hecame o
good Inwyer, nnd an active, porsevering
nnid guecessful business man, Tt was In
this practienl way that he acqulred the
cduecationnl clements which Ingured his
anceess mueh more effectanlly than could
hnve boen attanined by o nniverslty or col-
lege courne, or hoth comblned,

furiy in 1860 Mre, Wiight onllated In res-
sponso Lo P'resident Lineoln's enll for vol-
nnteery, and In econnection with Captaln
afterward General Jo M. Paltle, ralsed i
compiany of volunteers  In Vian DBuren
county, of which ha waos elected tirgt Heg-
tenant, reeelving hily commilgsion from the
hnnds of Governor Kirkwood at Daven-
port, Town. THg commpany vendezvoused
nt Ieolkul, and after heing some timae In
camp, the fiest enll heingg (oll, the com-
pany wadg accepled in the second enll for
volunteers anill beeame n part ol Lhie See-
ond regiment of Town volunteors,  ITnnne-
dintely hefore this Jwdge Calilwell hav-
ing enlisted, the business of the (lrm de-
manded Mr. Wrlght's return Lo Kensnu-
aqui. e Immedintely ralsed @ eompany
of militin, was clected eaptain, and ten-
flored the gervices of Lhe company to
Governar Kirkwood for the protection of
the Towa border in Van Duoren countly,
"'he offer wits accepted, and the organi-
sition was kept Intaer, heing frequently
enlled to the horder nnd into the <late of
Missouri, until the rehels were driven onl
of that state, when mast of the company
enlisted in and beeame i part of the IFI0-
teenth regiment of Town valunteers,

On October 26, 1863, he was mnrried In
the city of Chleago to Ellen 5, Wright,
nee Brooks, of Northticld, Vi, doughter
of the Iate  Joslah  Prentles Drooks,

In the spring of 1864 Mr, Wright moved
with his fmmily to Counell Dlaffs and
furmed o law partnership with the late
Judgze Caleb Baldwin, aoal the firm ar onee
hecame one of Lthe leading aw lirms of
the stale, This law conneetion continued
up to the time when Judize Daldwin wos
appointed by Presldent Grant as one of
the Judges of the court ol conumissinners
of Alnbama clalms, rvequiring his resl-
denee in the eity of Washington, when the
tirm was dissolved.

R ARG g e

win.,  After several years of successful
practice Judge Ristngz retived from the
Mwrsy waawvmarhener Ben % aleuemanelon soavel Tl fleam

MAKE 1ITS PERMANENT
HOME HERE.

.

After rather extended negotiations a
deal hng just been closed for the last of
the lots Involved In the tract sought by
the Alfalfn Mceul ecomnany, nnd the com-
piany s now In poadesslon of nbout thirty
lots on which It will commance Lhe con-
struction of o large [netory  bullding
next spring,  All of the lots except flve
were sacured some time ngo but thiy last
tract was In the hands of 1. J. Nlchols
of Hoston, who had made his price too

high, He fnally came down to o satis-
factory Hgure and the purchase wns
made, Wallace BenJamin handled the

negotintions on the entire tract and near-
lv all the property owners Involved made
snerlflee prices to assist In furnlshing the
company a satlsfactory site,
The lots sceured lle bhetween
second  and’ Thirty-fourth  street, on
srondway, extending through to TFirst
avenue, Nearly all of the lotg In the two
blocks are included In the tract.
Omaha was a strong bidder for the Al-
falfta Meal company and had offered a
free site. One of the atrongest Inffuences,
It ts =aid, In keeping the factory In Coun-
cil DBluffs was Senator John ‘T, irooks
of Hedrick, who s one of the principnl
stnckholdera,  Having hilg personal and
political Interests in Town he wans very
mueh opposed to loeating thoe factory in
another state, Senator Brooks looked the
ground  over thoroughly and  concluded
thant Councll Bluffs offered nall deglreil
advantuges for the fanetory, The rather
trifling  inveastment involved In securing
n site (dld not, in )hils opinlon, constitulne
gufflelent renson for removnl, ?

SERVING  CREEK NOTICES

Authorities Will Prosecute for Filling
Croek With Refuse,

Work  was  commeneced  yestorday  in
gerving resldents plong Indlnn ereelk
With notlees to refraln from dumping e
fuse Into the stream under penalty of
belng ealled on the tarpet by :1:1[11'«Jr'll_v
of o special ordinanee  onnetedl o fow
monthsy ngo,

Theformal nolices nre slgned by Thom-
as Maloney, ehairman of the Indivn ereelc
r-mn.miu--.«a. el are worded ag follows:

“You nr aliereby notitied that It 1s un-
lawful for any person who shall plieo, oF
eande Lo he placed, in Tidlan ereele or
unon e banks, or over s hanks, nny
substanee whalsoevree, anil nany ownoer,
logsen or ngent of any lot or premises
abutting upon snld Indinn ereely I pe-
auired to prevent the plaeing of any such
matertnl aforesidd el rogulred Lo femove
any sueh depodits of muterinlg ng afore-

Thirty-

gald, and Il any sueh persons shall  so
plivea, fuil to remove  Jor  allow  te he
placed and not prevent (he swne from

being g0 placed, he I8 pollty of o misile-
meanor a8 provided In ordinnnes No, 207
of the ordinanees of the ¢ty of Couneil
Bluffs, to all of which yon will take due
nolice."”

SENDING CHRISTMAS MONEY

Large Sums Transmitted to Old Coun-
try by Foreigners.

The registry department ot the pnginf-
fiee roports an unusually Lirge husiness in
money orders on foreign eountries, lor
the most part sont by the Austrians sind
Ttallans who have heen working in the
clity durlng the summer,  These  pFemil-
tanees are sent home o rebitives and
friends as Christmas presents, [Termon

expense Incldent  to sending Pateliiigzes
through the mall by parecels post, Ry the

Issuance of o money ardor the laborers
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camp, the flrst endl heinge (oll, the eome-
pany wid necoptod o the decomd eall fop
volunteers nnd beeame i part of the Sog-
ond regiment of Town volunteerds, ITnnnes-
dintely hafore this Judge Coldwell hoyve
ing enltated, the business of the tlrm de-
manded Mr., Wright's retgrm Lo JKensdnu-
aqua. e bmmedintely rvalsoed o eompuny
of militla, was elected captain, and ten-
dered the services of lho company  to
Governnr Kirkwood [or the protection of
the lowa border in Van linren county,
The offer was accepted, and the orzani-
zation wag kept Inluact, heing frequently
ealled to the horder and Into the slate of
Migsouri, until the rehels were driven oul
of that state, when most of the company
enlisted in and becane v pavt of the IFLL-
teenthl regiment of Jow:n volunteers,

On October 26, 1863, he was married In
the clty of Chieago tn [llen I8, Wright,
nee Brooks, of Northficld, VL, daughter
of the late Josinh PPrentlee Brooks,

In the spring of 1862 Alr. Wright moved
with his family to Councll Bluffs and
formed a law partnership with the late
Judge Caleb Baldwin, and the firm at once
became one of the leading law firms of
the state, This law connection continued
up to the thme when Judge Daldwin was
appointed by President Grunt as ono of
the judges of the couri of commissioners
of Alabama claims, regquiring his resi-
dence in the eity of Washington, when the
firm was dissolved,

Mr. Wright then arsociated himself with
ITon, Amos J. Rislng and John N. Bald-
win, After several years of successful
practiee Judge Rising retired from the
firm, removing to Colorgdo, and the firm
became and has ginee remained as Wright
& Daldwin, )

Mr, Wright has alwuayvs been a staunch
and actlve republican, and for many years
wis o lemding worker in hils party, Dur-
intg his residence in Van BDuaren county
e wus repeatedly tendered Lhe nomina-
tion tor the leglglature, but Invariably
declined the honor, In 1875 he wns eleeted
genator from the Ninth senotorial dis-
trict of Tow:a, composed ol the conntices
of Pottawattamle county and Mills, and
servod In the sixteonth and seventeenth
general assemblies, . Flo was agadn olected
senator in 149 In the Nineteenth seon-
ntorinl dlstriet of lown, comprising Pot-
tiwnttamles county, amwd served in the
elghteenth and nineteentht general nssen-
Llies,  During hls senontoral career, his
reputntion as o lawyer and hils energy amd
ahility won for him subwiantiod Influences
in that hody, )

Soon aller taking up hig residence In
Couneil Hlulfs, he- hepiin to engapge in
active business aftnlrs outside of his pro-
fesslon and in 1890, aml immuasdintely fol-
lowing, he, with his assoeciates, organ-
lzed companies and constructed and put
n o sueeessful  operation plants for the
manufancture and supply of eoal flluminn-
tung gas in the cities ol Couneil Blaffs,
Ottumwin,  Mt. Ploeasant, (Cedar Rapids
amnd Sionx City, in Tows, and in the cities

of FKlgin and ESvanston, in [Hineois,  He
wid  elected president  of  the  Couneil
uffs company, which position he held
or over twenty years, o 1868, he, with
Judge DRaldwin and associates, construet-
od and  operated thie  onell 13t
Street Railway line, the tirst streor radl-

2 way in Counedl Bluffs, and was president

of the company until it poassod dnto thes
eontral of the Unior acitie,

In 1886, In connection with hig nssoci-
ates, he organized the Oaeaba & Counefl
Liburrs Radlway & iridee company, pro-
vured Trmm enngress oo Loonehise ftap oo
combined  rallway  and wogon bridge
paernss Lhe Mixsouri river betweesn Conne-

Binfls ol
next two  vears
Bluffs Railway & Dridge company, ol
which he.wuas electerd seeretary, arected
the present siveet railway brides connect.

Omaha: il
the Omalhie

during  the
& Conuneil

commitiee, nnd are o worded gy follows:
“You ar oherehy notitied thal It I8 un-
lawral for any persaon who shall plaen, or
catde to he placed, in Diedban ereek or
upon It hanks, or over s bhaaks, nny
suhatanen  whatsgoeves, and any owner,
legsee or agent of any lol or promlses
ahutting upon saldl ITndian ereels {8 pe-
aquired to prevent the placing of any such
material aforesald and requlred Lo reomove
any such cdepogits of materialg na afore-

sald, and If any such persons shall  so
pliven, fadl to remove  Jor dllow  ta bhe
pliced and not prevent the sane from

being go placed, he 18 guilly of o oandsde-
meanor as provided in ordinanes No. 327
of the ordinances of the city of Council
Bluffs, to all of which you will tuake ue

nolice."”

SENDING CHRISTMAS MONEY

Large Sums Transmitted to Old Coun-
try by Foreigners.

e registry department at the postof-
fice reports an unusnually Targe husiness in
money orders on foreign countries, for
the most part sent by the Austrians and
Ttallans who have heen working in the
city during the summer. These remijl-
tanees are sent home to relatlves and
friends as Christmas presents, [Terman
Roseh, the repistry elorlk, staled yester-
day that this was done to  avold the
expense Ineldent Lo sending  picliigoes
through the mall by parcels post. 13v the
Issunnce of 0 money order the Iabovers
may sed to thelr relatlves any sum of
money they wish at n very small axpense,
anmd while o conslderahle amount of his
business I8 done by the reglstry depart-
ment all the year aroumd, It is al the

T

present time nearly doubloed,
It I4 Impossible to estimate the voliime
of thlys bhusinesa, but (L 18 nearly double
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sons, Odd Fellows and United \Workman.
The Doctor is a leading member and a trus-
tee of the First Methodist church of Sioux
Citv. In politics he has always been a re-
sun'ican and his first vote was cast for R. B.
Haves for president. In 1883 he was mar-
ried to Miss Gertrude Dugan, at her home in
Iowa City. Mrs. White's father was a cap-
tain in the Civil War and was killed at the
battle of Pleasant Hill.

WRIGHT. Georce FraNKLIN, was born
in Warren, Washingtom Couunty, Vermont,
December 5. 1833. and was the eldest of a
family of four children (he alone surviving)
of the late Franklin .\sher \\'right, born in
Hanover, New Hampshire. September 17,
1201, died in Council Bluffs. Octoher 3.
(826, (he was of Enghsh descent). amd of
Caroline Susannah \Wright. nee Tillotson,
born in Berlin, Vermont. November 3. 1807,
of Scotch and English parentage. They
were married in Berlin. Vermont, February
27.1833. Franklin A. Wright was a son ot
Asher \Wright. of English descent, and of
Irene Wright, nee Curtis, of English de-
scent. His life was one of affairs, and he
died leaving a comiortable estate for his sur-
viving widow. Caroline S. Wright was a
daughter of Captain Samuel Tillotson, of
English descent, and of Petsy Tillotson. nee
Wallace, of Scotch cdescent, and is now
(1897). at nearly ninety years of age, living
in the enjovment nf general good health with
her som, the subject of this sketch,

George . Wright was reared and spent
lis bovhoed on a farm in his native town,
and in early life, when a mere boy, was by
his father, whose large husiness interests re-
quired his continued absence from home, left
in charge of the home interests and held
largely responsible for the successful carry-
ing on and working of his father’s farms,
the labor on which was performed wholly
by hired help. This training and the respon-
sihility incident thereto became in aiter
years of great utility to him when he be-
came engrossed in the active operation and
cares of his own business career. At the age
of seventeen he commenced his academic
education at \West Randolph, Vermont, un-
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der the tutorage of the late Hon. Austin
Adams, of Dubuque, Iowa. who was twice
elected chief justice of the state of Iowa.
During his academic training, teaching is-
trict school winters, as was customary with
many New England boys, he completed his
preparatory studies for and one year in ad-
vance of his college course. He did not en-
ter college, however, but the spring follow-
ing his majority, in 1853, he came to Towa
and settled in Keosauqua, Van Buren conn-
tv, where he at once commenced the stidly
of the law with the law firm of \Wright,
Knapp & Caldwell, composed of the late ex-

-

Senator George G, Wright, of Des Moiuc.

the Tate Hon, Joseph C. Knapp, of Keosau-
qua, (who was his uncle), and his honor,
Judge Henry C. Caldwell, of Little Rock,
Arkansas, now chief justice of the United
States circuit court of appeals for the Eighth
circuit of the United States. His law studies
were pursued under the tutorage of Senator
Wright, and as a member of a large class of
Jaw students then under his charge his ad-
vancement was such that he was admitted to
the Van Buren county bar in 1857. Judge
H. B. Hendershott, then presiding judge of
the district court of said county. The same

vear Senator \Wright being elected to the
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supreme bench of Iowa, George F., as he
was familiarly known, was admitted to part-
nership with his uncle, Judge Knapp, and
Judge Caldwell, under the firm name of
Knapp, Caldwell & Wright, which so con-
tinued until Judge Caldwell was appointed
to the federal bench at Little Rock. His
education, founded in the old-fashioned New
England schools and in the old-fashioned
New England ways, was rounded out under
the training received from these eminent
lawyers and jurists. Aided by their ripe bus-
iness experience, by his extensive acquaint-
ance with business affairs and with men of
affairs, he became a good lawyer, as well as
an active, persevering and successful busi-
ness man. It was in this practical way that
he acquired the educational elements which
insured his success much more effectually
than could have been attained by a univer-
sity or college course or both combined.
Early in 1861 he enlisted in response to
President Lincoln’s call for seventy-five
thousand volunteers, and in connection with
Captain, afterwards General James M. Tut-
tle, since deceased, raised a company of vol-
unteers in Van Buren county, of which he
was elected the first lieutenant, receiving his
commission from the hands of Governor
Kirkwood at Davenport, Iowa. His com-
pany rendezvoused at Keokuk and after be-
ing some time in camp, the first call being
full, it was accepted in the second call for
volunteers and became a part of the Second
Regiment of Towa Volunteers. Immediately
before this occurred, Judge Caldwell having
enlisted and having been elected major of
the Third Iowa Cavalry, the business of their
law firm demanded Mr. Wright's return to
Keosauqua. ‘On his return there he at once,
at the request of Governor Kirkwood, raised
a company of state militia, was elected cap-
tain thereof, and his company was accepted
by the governor for the protection of the
Iowa border in Van Buren county, equipped
with Springfield rifles and furnished with
all the munitions of war. This organization
was kept intact, being frequently called to
the border and into the state of Missouri,
until the rebels and guerrillas were driven
out of the northern part of that state, when
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most of the company enlisted in and became
a part of the Fifteenth Regiment of Iowa
Volunteers.

On October 26, 1863, he was married
in the city of Chicago to Ellen E.
Brooks, of Northfield, Vermont. She was
born in Hancock, Vermont, September 21,
1830. She was the daughter of the late
Josiah Prentice Brooks, born April 5, 1797,
in Alstead, New Hampshire, died in North-
field, Vermont, January 10, 1883, of Eng-
lish descent, and of the late Betsy Parker
Brooks, nee Robbins, born August 16, 1797,
in Hancock, Vermont, ‘died in Northfield,
Vermont, November 4, 1885, and was of
English descent. During their residence in
Keosauqua there were born to them three
sons, the oldest dying in infancy, and after
their removal therefrom to Council Bluffs,
two daughters, all now living, viz.: Frank-
lin Prentice Wright, born March 2, 1866;
George Spencer Wright, born January 21,
1868 ; Eliza Caroline Wright, born June 1,
1870, and Ellen Elizabeth Wright, born
December 1, 1872.

In the spring of 1868 he moved with his
family to Council Bluffs and formed a law
partnership with the late Judge Caleb Bald-
win and the law firm of Baldwin & Wright
at once became one of the leading law firms
of the state. The firm at once took high
rank among the profession as practicing at-
torneys, and as the several railway com-
panies representing the trunk lines made
their terminii in Council Bluffs, this firm
became their local attorneys and has ever
since retained that relation toward them.
This law connection continued up to the time
when Judge Baldwin was appointed by Pres-
ident Grant as one of the judges of the Court
of Commissioners of Alabama Claims, re-
quiring his residence in the city of Wash-
ington, when the firm was dissolved. Mr.
Wright then associated with himself Hon.
Amos J. Rising, since judge of the district
court of Arapahoe county, Denver, Colorado,
and Hon. John N. Baldwin, the second son
of the late Judge Caleb Baldwin. After sev-
eral years of successful practice Judge Ris-
ing retired from the firm, removing to Colo-
rado, and the firm became and has since re-

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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mained as Wright & Baldwin, they having
associated with them the two sons of Mr.
Wright. _

He early identified himself with the poli-
tics of his county, the state and the na-
tion, and has always been a staunch repub-
lican, and for many years a leading worker
in his party. During his residence in Van
Buren county he was repeatedly tendered the
nomination for member of the legislature
from that county, which was then equivalent
to an election, but invariably declined the
honor. In 1875 he was elected senator from
the Ninth senatorial district of Iowa, com-
prising the counties of Pottawattamie and
Mills. After serving as senator in the Six-
teenth and Seventeenth General Assemblies,
he was again elected senator in 1879 in the
Nineteenth senatorial district of Iowa, com-
prising Pottawattamie county, his place of
residence. He served as senator from the
Nineteenth district in the Eighteenth and
Nineteenth General Assemblies. During
his senatorial career, his reputation as a law-
yer and his energy and ability won for him
substantial influence in that body. He was
from the first a member of the judiciary
committee and being an earnest, industrious
worker, he was enabled to prevent the en-
actment of many bad laws, as well as to aid
in the passage of all good ones. He was
ever vigilant and faithful to the trust im-
posed on him, never allowing his personal
feelings or preferences to swerve him from
the true path of duty and strict justice. He
rendered the state and his constituency faith-
ful and competent service and in such man-
ner as to reflect great credit on himself and
honor to his state.

In 1868 Hon. John F. Dillon, circuit
judge of the Eighth circuit of the United
States circuit court for Iowa, appointed him
United States commissioner of said court
for the state of Iowa, which position he has
'since held continuously, and now holds the
same for the Southern District of Iowa un-
der appointment from Hon. John S. Wool-
son, judge of the federal court in Towa.

Soon after taking up his residence in
Council Bluffs and in 1870 and immediately
following, he began to engage in active bus-
iness enterprises outside of his profession,
and with his associates organized companies
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and constructed and put in successful opera-
tion large plants for the manufacture and
supply of coal illuminating gas in the city
of Council Bluffs, Ottumwa, Mt. Pleasant,
Cedar Rapids and Sioux City in Towa, and
in the cities of Elgin and Evanston, in Illi-
nois. He was elected president of the Council
Bluffs company, which position he held for
over twenty years and until said company
was consolidated with the Council Bluffs.
electric light plant, of which combined plants
he is now the president and principal owner.
In 1868 he, with Judge Baldwin and Hon.
John T. Baldwin, his associates, constructed
and operated the Council Bluffs street rail-
way lines, the first street railway in Council
Bluffs, and was the president of said com-
pany until it passed under the control of the
Union Pacific Railway Company.

In 1881 he was elected secretary and treas-
urer of the Union Elevator Company, of
Council Bluffs, composed of the six trunk
lines of railway companies terminating there-
in, and had the supervision and construction
of its Union Elevator building in said city,
which has the largest capacity of any grain
elevator west of the city of Chicago.

In 1886, in connection with his associates,
he organized the Omaha & Council Bluffs
Railway & Bridge Company, procured from
congress a franchise for a combined railway
and wagon bridge across the Missouri river
between the cities of Council Bluffs, Towa,
and Omaha, Nebraska, and during the next
two years the company, of which he was
elected secretary and member of its execu-
tive committee, erected one of the finest and
most expensive steel bridges over said river,
and in connection therewith constructed and
put in successful operation over said bridge
and between said cities the first electric street
railway line ever constructed and operated
in lowa or Nebraska, and he is still a mem-
ber of the executive committee of the com-
pany.

In 1887 he and his associates organized
the Lake Manawa Railway Company, whose
line connects the City of Council Bluffs with
Lake Manawa, a beautiful sheet of water
and pleasure resort lving four miles south
of Council Bluffs, and progressed with its
construction until it passed under the con-
trol of Hon. J. K. Graves, of Dubuque, who




i

PROGRESSIVE

completed, equipped and put it in successful
operation.

In 1888 he and his associates organized
the Sprague Iron Works Company of Coun-
cil Bluffs and constructed and put in opera-
tion the principal foundry and manufactory
of steam engines, boilers and other machin-
ery in the city, and he is now the secretary
of the company.

In 1889, in connection with his associates,
he organized the Ottawa Electric Street Rail-
way Company, of Ottawa, Illinois, and con-
structed and put in operation in said city the
first electric street railway constructed in
that state.

In 1896 he was elected vice-president for
the state of Towa of the Trans-Mississippi
& International Exposition, to be held at
Omaha, Nebraska. in 1898, which appoint-
ment was ratified by Governor Francis M.
Drake of Iowa, from whom he holds his
commission, and he is ex-officio member of
the Iowa Trans-Mississippi International
Exposition Commission.

As a lawyer Mr. Wright is prominent,
leading and able, never seeking to deceive
court or jury, but in open, manly, earnest
contest endeavoring to secure the rights of
his clients. Gifted with sound judgment,
endowed with great good common sense, a
fine analyzer of character, and the motives
of men, he is ever ready to meet his adver-
sary, in court or in the field of compromise,
confident in his resources and ability to se-
cure better results for his clients hy negotia-
tions than by prolonged and expensive liti-
gation. .

As a business man he is possessed of fine
executive ability, is untiring and energetic,
continually adding to the cares and burdens
of his life new enterprises, which by his con-
stant perseverance and the vigor of his never
failing energy, he pushes to successful pro-
portions and generally attains satisfactory
results.

As a citizen he is active, progressive, pub-
lic spirited and liberal, and since his advent
in Council Bluffs he has ever been loyal to
her best material interests, advocating all
measures looking to her prosperity that the
best elements therein strove to advance or
establish. Of strict and upright manhood,
he constantly labors for her welfare, often
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at the expense of his own personal interests,
and is always found in the line of the best
citizenship.

As a friend he is true, honest, faithful and
sacrificing to all who show themselves
worthy of his confidence and friendship, gen-
erous in his praises, slow in his criticisms,
and always happy in contributing to the
wants and needs of his fellows.

As a man he is amiable, temperate, hon-
orable, benevolent, just and upright, with
fine literary tastes and broad culture.

WILLIAMS, Francis MarioN. To rise
above the common plane in the legal pro-
fession in Jowa requires that one possess
more than ordinary ability. Of Lawyer
Williams, of Towa Falls, it may be said that
he has that distinction. He was born in
Perry County, Ohio, on January 9, 1852.
His father, B. F. Williams, was by occupa-
tion a farmer, and owned one of the model
farms of the county where he resided. His
death occurred in 18g2. He left a family
consisting of six sons, of whom the subject
of this sketch was the fourth. Of his early
ancestors little is known except that a pretty
romance comes down the line on his mother’s
side. The Larkins were a notable JIrish
family, and one beautiful daughter, not un-
like pretty daughters of this day and age
of the world, would not take kindly to the
young man her parents had chosen for her,
although he was of noble birth, but became
infatuated with a young man of humble
though honorable parentage. When all ar-
rangements had been made for the ceremony
which was to unite her to the young noble-
man, she eloped with the man of her choice,
was married and came to the United States,
settling in Pennsylvania. A daughter was
born to them, and this daughter was the
great-grandmother of Mr. Williams.

Following a term of years in the district
and high schools, Mr. Williams took a
course in the academy at Mt. Gilead, Ohio.
Being naturally of a literary turn of mind
he engaged in teaching to raise funds with
which to carry on his higher education. He
then entered the Wesleyan University at
Delaware, Ohio, from which institution he

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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he died the next year,  Left with a family of seven
children, the widow removed to Joliet in order to
obtain better school privileges.  ‘I'hree years later
she removed to Monmouth, where she married
Judge Daniel McNeil,

In 1853 Samuel came to De Witt with the family,
and in 1856 entered the office of the De Witt
“Clintonian," 0. C. Bates, ¢ditor and proprietor,
remaining there two years, With slight interrup-
tions, he worked at printing until the rebellion broke
out, enlisting three days after the president’s first
call, in a company whose services were not then re-
quired. In June, 1862, he again enlisted, this time
in the 18th lowa Infantry, going to the front two
months later as second sergeant in company A, and
returning the following [anuary completely hroken
down in health.
ered sufficiently to resume business.

It was a long year before he recov-

HON. GEORGE

COUNCLL

EORGE F. WRIGHT stands prominent among

the leading lawyers of lowa; his firm pur-
pose from the beginning of his legal career has
been to honor his profession; and his success in
this regard is best attested by the high esteem in
which he is held by the members of the bar.

He is a native of the town of Warren, Washing-
ton county, Vermont, and was born nn the sth of De-
cember, 1833.  His father, Franklin A, Wright, of
English descent, was a fanmer by ocenpation, and a
man of decided character, who exerted no small
amount of influence in the community where he
lived.

George received a good acallemic edueation, and
designed Lo pursue a course of collegiate studies. At
the age of seventeen, however, he engaged in teach-
ing, and continved that vocation for four years;
at the expiration of that time, in the spring of 1853,
he settled in Keosauqua, Van Buren county, lTowa,
and there began the study of law in the office of
Messrs. Knapp and Wright. He was admitted to
the bar in 18506, and became a partner in the firm
with whom he had studied, taking the place of Mr.
George G, Wright, who retired from the firm for
the purpose of assuming his duties on the bench
of the supreme court of lowa.

Continuing in practice at Keosauyua until 1868,

T e e
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In July, 1864, he started the " Observer,” an out-
spoken republican paper, of which he is still the
editor and proprictor. * It is a good county as well
as political paper, looks well to all local interests,
and has a good support. Thoroughly appreciating
his services to the national administration, in 1872
President Grant appointed Mr, Shoemaker postmas-
ter, and so faithfully did he discharge his duties that
at the end of four years he was reappointed for an-
other term, which he is now serving.  He is and
always has been very industrious, and both as post-
master and newspaper conductor gives excellent
satisfaction.  He is a member of the Ancient Order
of United Workmen, and of the Methodist Fpisco-
pal church.

He has a wife and two children, a son and daugh-
ter, having married Miss Rette Ferree, of De Witt,

on the gth ol September, 1860, :
. -

. WRIGHT,
BLUFLS.

with good success, Mr. Wright then removed to
Council Bluffs, his present home, and resumed his
profession as a partner with Judge Caleb Baldwin,
whose sketeh appears in another part of this volume.
T'his partnership continued until the death of Judge
Baldwin, which occurred in the winter of 1876, and
since that time until the present (1877) Mr. Wright
has conducted the business in his own name.

During the said partnership connection Messrs,
Baldwin and Wright acted as attorneys for the Chi-
cago, Rock Island and Pacific railroad, and also
for the Burlington and Missouri, and the Union
Pacific railroads.  His fellow-citizens recognizing
in Mr. Wright a peenliar fitness for official positions,
have honored him with various responsible trusts,

While a resident of Keosauqua he was solicited
to become a candidate for the legislature, but by
reason of business engagements was compelled to
«decline the honor,  In the year 1874 he was elected
to represent in the state senate the district compris-
ing Mills and Pottawattamie counties, for a term of
four years. In public enterprises he has been espe-
cially active, and has been instrumental in organ-
izing several corporations of prominence in the state,
being owner of a large portion of their stock, and
acting as their attorney.

Among these may be mentioned the Broadway

W

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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.Street Railway Company, of Council Blulffs, organ-
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ized in July, 1868 ; the Council Blulls Gas Light
Company ; the Ottumwa Gas Light Company, organ-
ized in October, 1871; the Mount Pleasant Gas
Light Company; the Elgin Gas Light Company,
organized in November, 1871; the Cedar Rapids
Gas Light Company, organized in January, 1872;
and the Sioux City Gas Light Company, which he
organized on the 2zd of February, 1872.

While in the state senate he acted a prominent
part, and to his efforts is due the securing of the
appropriation for building the west wing of the insti-
tution for the deaf and dumb at Council Bluffs.

During the civil war he rendered very efficient

GEORGE H.

S/oUxX

F there is a self-made man in Towa it is the pres-

ent register of the land office at Sioux City, He
never spent three weeks in a school-room, yet suffi-
ciently improved his mind as to be deemed worthy
of a place in the councils of the state of his adop-
tion and an important office under the United States
government. [t was not his fault that he had no
school education. Iven as late as his nincteenth
year he entered an academy in Livingston county,
New York, but the very first day he was taken sick
and remained so until the end of the winter term,
when, being a sailor, his services were required on
the lakes. What education he has he picked up at
odd intervals, both on the land and water,

George Henry Wright was horn on the 3¢ of No-
vember, 1829, in Troy, New York, his parents being
Allen M. and Abigail Valentine Wright. He lost
his father when four years old. A few years later
his mother married Daniel Morgan, and the whole
family went, in 1838, to Black Rock, now a part of
Buffalo. 1In 1843 the family moved to Grand Island.,
George worked with his step-father at the cdoper's
trade from eleven to fifteen years of age, but did not
like the business, and went on the Niagara river and
subsequently on the lakes, starting as a wheelsman
on the steamboat Commerce, running on the river,
and working his way up fo the master of a vessel on
the lakes at twenty-one.

Mr. Wright piloted the first vessel that went into
the port of Tonawanda, the top-gallant-rig schooner
Hudson, owned by Winslow and Co,, of Cleveland, |

service to the state in raising troops, and through
his efforts the necessity of a draft in Van .Buren
county was prevented. Upon the first call for
volunteers by President Lincoln he was commis-
sioned by Governor Kirkwood, and, raising a com-
pany, repaired to the rendezvous; hut the call being
already filled, his company was disbanded.

Personally, Mr. Wright is a man of admirable
qualities, and possessing a wide range of experience
and fine conversational powers, is a most excellent
social companion.

He was married in 1865, to Miss Ellen E. Brooks,
of Northfield, Vermont, and by her has two sons and
two daughters.

WRIGHT,

cirn.
Ohio.  During his sailor life he had some dangerous
adventures,  In the spring of 1857 he swamped his
vessel off Buffalo in a fearful squall.  His wife was
with him with an infant son, and for twenty minuies
he held to a ring-bolt with his left hand and to his
wife with the right hand, she, meanwhile, holding
the child in her arms, with the sea rolling over them
all the time.

Two years later the steam-tug Jenny lLynd was
wreeked in the Niagara rapids between Chippewa
and the head of Goat I[sland, and Mr. Wright was
persuaded by her owner to superintend the perilous
work of taking her off. It required a man of murch
aguatic experience and strong nerve to do it, Mr.
Wright succeeded in two days, sleeping one night on
the wreck with the waves foaming round him. He
reccived two hundred dollars for his two days' work.

like landsmen, sailors have their financial ship-
wrecks. In the summer of 1857 Mr. Wright had
seven thousand dollars, all of his own earnings, in-
vested in the Lake Navigation Company, and the
hurricane of that season sank every dollar of it.

In July, 1859, Mr. Wright removed to the west,
spending one year in Wisconsin, three years in Des
Moines and Fort Dodge, Iowa, and eight years at
Grant City, Sac county. He sold fruit trees and
agricultural implements at Des Moines, bought furs
at Fort Dodge, and sold goods and built and oper-
ated a flouring mill at Grant City. He was also an
internal revenue assessor in Sac county in 1868 and
186y,

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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“In old age alone we are masters of a treasure of which we cannot be
deprived, the only treasure we can call our own. The pleasures of memory
and the retrospect of the varied images which in an active life have floated
before the mind, compensate, and more than compensate, for the alternate

pleasures and cares of active life.”—SIR ARCHIBALD ALLISON.

“Personal anecdotes, when characteristic, greatly enliven the pages of

a biography.'—SAMUEL SMILES.
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I first met General Dodge at St. Louis in May, 1865, while he was in com-
mand of the Department of Missouri. He was not at first sight striking in appear-
ance, though on close observation, it could readily be seen that his inherent genius
glowed through his fine eyes and expressive countenance. He was what might be
termed small in stature and, as | recollect, slightly stooping in shoulders. He was
structured nore after the form of Napoleon than that of Hercules.

During the progress of his numerous business enterprises, he resided for a num-
ber of years in the City of New York, where he became widely known and highly
honored. He was made Commander of the Military Order of the Loyal Legion,
president of the Society of the Army of the Tennessee, and when the remains of
General Ulysses S. Grant were, on the 27th of April, 1897, transferred to the
magnificent tomb which had been prepared for him in New York, and was to be
dedicated for the occasion, General Dodge was chosen and acted as Grand Mar-
shal and Master of the Ceremonies. General Dodge has made many contributions
to the historical department of Iowa which are known as the Grenville M.

odge Collection. In this collection there has been placed the large and fine
equestrian portrait of General Dodge, executed by the distinguished painter, Charles
A. Whipple. at the request of the members of the General’s staff and aids-de-camp,
on the dedication before referred to, and by them presented to the General. Gen-
eral Dodge never lost his affection for the people of lowa, and in the latter part of
his life returned to and established his office in Council Bluffs with whose history
and development his name and memory will be perpetually associated. There he

died in 1916.
George F. Wright, Winfield S. Mavne, Spencer Smith.

George . Wright, Winfield S. Mayne and myself entered upon the practice of
our profession about the same time in adjoining counties—Wright and Mayne at
Keosauqua, and I at Ottumwa, in 1857. It will thus be seen that we were neigh-
boring young lawyers at the outset of our professional career.

George F. Wright was a native of Warren, Washington County, Vermont,
where he was born in 1833. He was reared on a farm and received his education
in the common schools and at the West Randolph Academy. Austin Adams, the
former well-known Judge of the Supreme Court of lowa, was one of his tutors.
George came to Keosauqua in 1855. He was then twenty-two years of age. He
entered the law office of Wright, Knapp & Caldwell, the firm being composed of
J. C. Knapp, George G. Wright and Henry Clay Caldwell. Upon the election
of George G. Wright as one of the judges of the State Supreme Court, George F.
Wright was taken into the firm, the style of which became Knapp, Caldwell &
Wright. As I understand it, the subject of this sketch was not related to Judge
C-~arge G. Wright, but was a nephew of Judge Knapp. In 1868 Mr. Wright

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical St
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moved to Council Bluffs where he became a partner of Judge Caleb Baldwin, under
the firm name of Baldwin & Wright. This firm became the most prominent one in
that part of the State, and did a large and lucrative business. Mr. Wright proved
himself to be a lawyer of decided ability and a business man of wide executive
capacity. In 1875 he was elected to the State Senate and served in the Sixteenth
and Seventeenth General Assemblies; was re-elected and served in the Eighteenth
and Nineteenth General Assemblies. He was a member of the judiciary committee
and left a durable impression on the laws and jurisprudence of his time: He be-
came interested in various enterprises, became president of the first street railway
company of Council Bluffs, was one of the organizers of companies for the manufac-
ture of coal illuminating gas in various towns, and one of the organizers of the
Omaha & Council Bluffs Railway & Bridge Company.* He was one of the most
useful men in the history of Council Bluffs, of high character and undoubted integ-
rity. He died at Council Bluffs in 1906. He was succeeded in the practice by
his son, George S. Wright.

Winfield S. Mayne was the son of Emanuel Mayne, one of the early county
judges of Van Buren County. He is mentioned in connection with my sketch of
Augustus Hall. Winfield was born in Ohio in 1833, and was educated in the
private academy of the Rev. Daniel Lane, at Keosauqua, afterwards entering the
Wesleyan University at Mt. Pleasant, from which he was graduated in 1856, hav-
ing the honor of being the first graduate of that institution. He read law in the office
of Wright & Knapp and entered upon the practice at Keosauqua, where he remained
until 1872, when he removed to Red Oak, lowa, and became the partner of the
late Judge Smith McPherson. After remaining here some three or four years he
removed to Council Bluffs and was admitted into the firm of Baldwin & Wright,
referred to in the previous sketch, which then became Baldwin, Wright & Mayne.
While in Keosaugua he was for a time the law partner of W. A. Work, who
afterward removed to and became a distinguished lawyer in Ottumwa. Judge
Mayne was regarded as a sound and able lawyer and maintained a high rank in
the profession. For very many years he was Referee in Bankruptcy, or Judge of
the Bankruptcy Court, and served with ability and general satisfaction in that
capacity until he had passed his eighty-second year. He was a man of high char-
acter, perfect integrity and a genial, lovable gentleman.

Spencer Smith was one of the young lawyers of Council Bluffs when I first et
him some forty-five years ago; it was, if I remember rightly, on the excursion of the
Jowa Editorial Association through Kansas and Missouri, to accompany which we
had been invited. He was then a bright, 5Iparkling. young man, a slim, good-look-
ing, airy fellow, highly intelligent, and a favorite with the ladies, and I think gen-

* Annals of lowa, Volume B, Third Series, page 157.




STATE OF IOWA,

Offive of Secretary of State,
Les —Moincs, Cetoler 20, 7875,
_Yon.

Dear Sir: It has been the custom of
each Howse of the General Assembly to cawse tobe prepared and published
table showing certain statistics in connection with the names of the members
thereof. To male this historical data CORRECT is the ohject of furnishing yowthis
blanl, and it is hoped that yow will aid me in malking it as complete as possible
by malking a full return of the items below to this office as early as practicable.

PLEASE GIVE FIRST NA é)IN FULL, %‘
Name.. W‘f % % “7

P o.. C’ s rrriest (Sl ta

: - County... ?

.) Occupation .. ng (./Z,
i Nativity ... @ 2L W’W
Married or Single.... QM Mﬂ

If in the Service: Regiment and Ranle.

Weidht. / S‘"d

Yearsin Iowrr

Hercwith please find copy of Rules of the last Session,which,il is requested,you
will preserve, owing to the scarcity of the edition.

Youwrs, very respectfully,

JOSIAH T. YOUNG
Secretary of Stale,

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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2. Franklin Prentice WRIGHT b: 2 Mar 1866
3.  George Spencer WRIGHT b: 21 Jan 1868
4, Caroline Eliza WRIGHT b: 6 Jun 1870
5 Ellen Elizabeth WRIGHT b: 7 Dec 1871

Index | Descendancy | Register | Pedigree | Ahnentafel | Download GEDCOM | Add Post-em

& Printer Friendly Version S_e_a_rch Ancestry [E Search WorldConnect 3 Join Ancestry.com Today!

RootsWeb.com, Inc. is NOT responsible for the content of the GEDCOMs uploaded through the WorldConnect
Program. If you have a problem with a particular entry, please contact the submitter of said entry. You have full
control over your GEDCOM. You can change or remove it at any time.

RootsWeb is funded and supported by Ancestry.com and our loyal RootsWeb community. Learn more.

About Us | Contact Us | Acceptable Use Policy | PRIVACY STATEMENT | Copyright
© 2009 Ancestry.com

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.

http://we.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:a11470&id=I8180 9/27/2009





