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ccase, and ever gave it a helping hand and loved to promote its interests.

HON. BENuvAM!N RATCLIFF.

was born at Cheadle Mill, Stallordshire, Eng-

[Hox. BeNsayxmiN Rarcriey
land, I'eb, 27, 1814, and died of apoplexy Jan,
60 hours, ared 85 years and 10 months,

With his father's family he came to America In the year 1824, settling in
Monroe Connty, Ohio, on a farm, but soon afterwirds removing to the eivy of
Wheeling, West Va., At the carly age of seventeen years he was left an
orphan with a younger sister to support, and he successfully took up and
carried on his late father's occupation of pump making and contracting,which
business he carried on for nearly thirty years at Wheeliny.

In the year 1856 he came to "Allamakee County, lowa, and being pleased
with the Oneota valley, purchased the Mt. ITope farm to which he soon after-
wards removed and on which he resided at the time of his decease, being a
successful and progressive farmer.

Being among the early settlers in the U pp..r lowa River Valley, he under-
went many hardships.incident to the early settlement thereof.

In June, 1858, he became a charter member in the Mt. IHope Presbyterian
church and was elected a Ruling Elder, which olfice he held until his de-

I, 1900, after an illuess of ouly

In 1878 “Uncle Bonny" as he was familiarly knnwu served as Rlepresenta-
tive in the 17th General Assembly of the State of Towa with credit to himself
and hls constituents. Ile was also Postmaster at Clear Creek post-oftice for
nearly 30 years.

In 1843 he was married to Miss €harlotte Gilchrist of Wheeling, West Va.,
who dled in 1862 leaving seven children, four of whom are still living. 1In
1863 he married Mrs. Elizabeth Clark, also of Wheeling, who died in 1872,
leaving.three children, all of whom are now living. In 1878 he married Mrs,
Lydia Wright of Des Moines, lowa, who survives to mourn his loss.

Mr. Rateliff was b fine example of a self made man, being orphaned in
early life and left to battle with the world and with but a slendbr education,
yet by careful reading and extensive travel and observation his mind became
a veritable storehouse.

ITaving experienced a stroke of apoplexy some (lve years since, he set, his
house in order and stood ready to be called, his only anxiety being for those
about him, and God's poor had ever a frlend in their need.

ITis body was followed to Mt. ITope church and cemetery by a large con-
course of relatives and friends, his seven surviving children, about thirty
grand children and four great grand chlldren belng present. Six stalwart
grandsons acted as pall-bearers. Revs. Vannice of Waukon, Crousaz of Mt.
Hope and Barnes of New Albin assisted in the ceremonies, and “like a shock
of corn ripe for the harvest” he was laid away in the garner.
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a trip to the coast of lha {.ulf ur Mexlco, hmp
ping in Tennessce and other states on his way,
intending to be gone about Hve weeks,

—The Farmers' Co-operative Creamery &
Commercial Co.. held the!r annual meeting at
Harmony Hall Monday, with a good attendance
but not as good as it should be. 0. H. Monse-
rud, 'resident, presided, and A. Asleson acted
as seeretary. The oMeers’ report wias well and
ably presented and gave pgord sutisfactlon.
The butter maker, A. Asleson, showed that
there: were 154,181 1bs of butter made during
Lthe vear, and the gross recelpls were FR06800,
ol which 702064 wis pand to the patrons
ONlevrs ¢levted Jor next yeur were as follows:
President. 0. L Monserud; Vice DPresldont
Ivir I'horson: Sec'y, Adolph Asleson: Treas,
AT Anderson: Divector for 3 years, Jerr)
Destnonud,

CIERRY MOUND.
=Wm. 5. Iurt and wife spent New Y es.u B
\\'ill % old home,

—J. J. Sanl and wite df Waukon spent Chrlst
mias here with relatlves.

—DMiss Katle Kelly I8 visgiting friends in C.u
ada durlng the holtdays.

-=Dennis Kelly, who I8 working at Osslin
apent the holldays at home.

~Miss Clomence Kelly, a student of Waukao
13. C., spent holldays at her home.

—Miss Nellle Johnson of Minneapolls spe
the holldays with home follks here.

—Win. Kelly and Wm. Nicholasson of 17l
view spent the holldays In Cllnton Co.

—Fd Cunningham of Nebraska 18 making
pleasant visithere among relatives and frienc

—Miss Lizzle Moore recently returned fro
Cresco where she i been htdying Lthe pa
yuar.

—J.J. Kaveny and Jobn Ryder have gone
Creseo for o weelt's vislt with relatlves a
friends,

—MIss Jo Kavannugh came from her sche
dutles at \'Illuge Creelt to eat turkey w:
home folks.

—All of our yonng people took in the N
Year's ball In Ton and report a good thmo
tho new hall.

—The Old Settlers’ reunlon at” Waterv)
Dee, 20th was well attended anmd o right ro
time was had, The young folls held a da
in the evening.

-Mins Lida Hewitt who teaches the Cr
Roads  school, and Miss Kittle Tracy w
teiches the Cherry Mound school, spent
holldays at their homes In Wankon.,

=Oune by one the ploneer settlers are pass
away. Mrs, W, Heffern died at her honu
Linton twp. Dee. 2nd. She leaves to mon
her loss Lwo sons and two diughters and a b
band and three brothers,  She was o good v
and mother and nefghbor. . Her remains w
lidd 1o restin the Cherry Mound cemetery 1
200h. Pence to her ashes.

LYCURGUS,

—Miss Katle Deeny s at lome on a we
vislt.

=&\ Happy New Year to all the STannp
renders,

—Christina Haas from Lansing Is visitin,
her brother Perdinand's.

=Mrs. I$, V. Ferrls and ehildren were gu
of Wankon relatives over New Year's.

—Mrs. Frank Smith from near Lansing
visiting with Mrs. Nees Inst Wednesday,

—W. J. Doran eame over from Monon
spend his vacation with Rev, M. IK. Norton

cal Sggietyiof Jowa Librarynhes:Maings. lQwa

ddedn four weeks' visit here and raturne
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er six children were Sarah (m. John W. Hartley);
Mary Agnes (m. George Bellows); Jane (m. Rev.
G. Leonard); Ella (m. M.H. Moore); Belle (m.
Rev. G. Bird); and Benjamin F. Ratcliffe.

Benjamin and Elizabeth’s children were my
mother, Charlotte (m. Alfred Albee); Jessie (m.
William McNelly); and Daniel Ratcliffe.

His only living grandchildren in 1989 are
Esther Nelson, Buehl, Idaho, and myself of Cale-
donia, Minn., both in our 80s. My daughter, Eil-
een Lapham Felton, Waukon, is a great-
granddaughter. )

Other lowa and Minnesota descendants are
the grandchildren of Joseph and Benjamin Hart-
ley, Hepsie Hartley McClintock, and Charlotte
Albee. Great-great-grandsons, Loren and Don-
ald Hartley, now own Mt. Hope farm.

We were interested to learn recently that the
Ratcliffe name is carricd on by three brothers in
Washington state. They are Daniel Ratcliffe of
Sequim, Tim of Joyce, and John of Kennewick.
Their father was John G., son of Dr. Jay Ratclif-
fe, Aitkin, Minn., born in Waukon to John G.,
the eldest of the B. Ratcliffe children.

There may be others of the name in Texas,
where another Benjamin, Dr. Jay’s brother, lived
in 1950. Submitted by Mabel Albee Lapham

MOTT, HALL, DODGE, RATHBUN

The ancestors of the Mott, Hall, Dodge and
Rathbun families were among the early immi-
grants to colonial America.

John Rathbone was one of the twelve men who
bought Block Island from Royal Governor Endi-
cott on August 17, 1660. Bradshaw W. Rathburn
was of the 7th generation of descent from the
emigrant.

Tristram Dodge, a fisherman from Newfound-
land, was invited to settle on Block Island. His
property was a gift of the purchasers. Tristram
and his sons were recruited to furnish fish for the
inhabitants and promote the fishing industry.
He was declared a freeman in 1664. Elmira
Dodge Mott was a 7th generation descendant.
Other notable descendants in addition to Elmi-
ra's son John Randolph, who was a joint recipi-
ent of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1946, were Gen-
eral Henry Dodge and his son, General Augustus
Caesar Dodge. Henry was the first governor of
Wisconsin. Dodgeville is named for him; Augus-
tus was a first senator from Iowa to Congress.
The generals were 2nd cousins of Elmira.

We do not have the ancestry of John Stitt Mott
beyond his grandfather Lt. Thomas Mott, a sol-
dier in the revolutionary war. However, there
were Mott families in 17th century Rhode
Island. We have evidence of two early Rathbun-
Mott marriages.

John Hall, emigrant from England with the
Winthrop fleet in 1630, was declared a Freeman
of Barnstable, MA., on May 14, 1634. Lucy Hall
Beedy and Elizabeth Hall Rathbun were 1n the
8th generation of descent in this Hall family.

We do not have the ancestry of Norman Bee-
dy. Old family letters written by Lucy Beedy and
Libby Rathbun establish that he was a business-
man in Postville. A produce buying station and
photographic gallery being two of his enter-
prises. He also served as postmaster and as Alla-
makee county supervisor.

Thomas [. Rathbun, father of Bradshaw,
migrated to Iowa in 1855. He purchased land in
Winneshiek county adjacent to the Allamakee
county line. When John Stitt Mott moved to
Iowa ten years later, he settled on a neighborin
farm east of the Rathbuns. However, farm life
was not Mott’s cup of tea; he moved to Postville
in 1867 and entered a partnership with Hayte &
Burdick, established lumbermen.

Bradshaw W. Rathbun worked the family
farm after the death of his father in 1866. The
Norman Beedy — Lucy Hall and Brad Rathbun
— Libby Hall marriages were a double wedding
on Nov. 10, 1868. Postville’s newspaper report-
ed: “Both couples ‘trained’ immediately to Min-
neapolis, St. Paul and Minnehaha; had a ‘lus-
cious’ time and returned via steamer on the
Mississippi river to the Evans House, McGre-

gor.” After the passing of Libby in 1892, Brad
Rathbun married Florence Miller, daughter of
Waukon attorney John Clark, one of the framers
of lowa’s first constitution. The couple lived in
Postville following his retirement.

The relationship between the Rathbun, Beedy
and Mott families was as follows: Elmira Dodge
Mott was the daughter of Israel 1. Dodge, brother
of Hannah Dodge Hall. Hannah was the mother
of Lucy Beedy and Elizabeth Rathbun. Thus
Mira, Lucy and Libby were first cousins. The old
family correspondence confirms that a very close
relationship existed between the cousins. The
three families often celebrated holidays together
and came to the aid of each other in times of sick-
ness and distress. My mother, Bessie Rathbun
boarded with the Motts while attending high
school in Postville.

The colonial Rathbone, Dodge, Mott and Hall
families had several members who are recorded
in American history. Their descendants played a
role in the history of Allamakee county. Submit-
ted by C.C. Cornell

FLOYD AND ERNESTINE (SCHOIEN)
REAVIS

Floyd Alfred Reavis was born Jan. 18, 1909, at
Clemons, Iowa, the second of five children of
Loretta Boseburrough and George T. Reavis.
After the parents were divorced the children
were placed in the Soldiers Orphans Home in
Davenport. At age nine, Floyd was brought to
Lansing, IA to live as a foster child in the farm
home of Cecelia Mathis. Later he worked on
farms and in a tire shop. Still later he worked in
a meat packing plant in Sioux City.

Ernestine and Floyd Reavis

Ernestine was born in Clayton County Nov.
22, 1913, the eldest of five children of Herman
and Alma Torkelson Schoien. She attended rural
schools until fifth grade when she entered the
Monona Public School. She completed her high
school education at Lansing High which she
attended two years. She graduated as valedictori-
an of the Class of 1931.

In 1932 Floyd was reunited with his parents, a
brother, and a sister. He learned of his older sis-
ter who lived in California but did not meet her
until 1981 when she came for a visit. His younger
brother was first heard from in 1956 when he
wrote from Hawaii. The following year he
arrived for a visit.

Floyd and Ernestine were married Nov. 5,
1934 at Elk Point, SD. Since then they lived in
Clayton County and since 1944 in Elkader. They
are parents of Eleanor Frances, born Sept. 13,
1938, and Franklin Duane, born Feb. 4, 1942.
Both graduated from Elkader High School where
Eleanor received the Citizenship award and
Franklin the Best Athlete award for his achieve-
ments in basketball and track. His record in the
mile run at the local school was unbroken for
over twenty-five years and earned a silver medal
in a state meet. Eleanor attended lowa State
Teachers College and graduated from Upper
lowa. Frank attended Wartburg and the Univer-
sity of Dubuque.

Eleanor married Neal Krieg in 1959. They
have one daughter, Sue Ellen, who is now Mrs.
Jeff Meyer and they have two sons. Neal farms
two farms owned by the Schoiens, one of which
is a Century Farm. Eleanor is a church organist
and a second grade teacher in the Valley Schools
at Elgin, a position she has held since 1958.

Frank married Diane Frankl in 1963 and hawas a
three sons: Jason Bradley, Daniel Duane, angttendt
Ryan Paul. Divorced, he still lives in Dubugqy¢ Janu
with his sons. He is service manager at Richardry my i
son’s Cadillac-Buick-Honda, where he has beewere n
ernp]ogcd over twenty-five years. The

In 1943 Ernestine resumed her teaching careegoo, v
and also continued her own education. Shgy.
received her B.A. CumLaude in 1961 at U.LLU, * Jan
She retired after having taught elementanheran
grades for forty years. Since, she has done substiin Ma
tute teaching, volunteer work, made quilts, andcame
done other needlework. She enjoys reading andWeyn
is an active member of Highland Lutheran Jan
Church, E.L.C.W., the Coterie, Hospital Auxil-were«
1ary, Clayton County Genealogical Society, andMass
Delta Kappa Gamma. Ma

Floyd did farm work and after locating inRebu
Elkader, worked at the Elkader Co-op, Epcoothes
Wire Factory, and service stations. After retire- Rebu
ment he collected antiques, gardened, and did
his yard work. Having diabetes, he had several

amputations of toes and finally most of one foot, W]
He passed away June 1, 1985, following surgery. W
Submitted by Ernestine Reavis 190%
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The Reburns came to America from Ireland. g

of i

William W. Reburn and Anna Bulman Reburn

Mﬁy grandfather Thomas Reburn, Sr. 1830 —
1896 was living with mother Mary, brother John,
and sister Jane near Yorkshire, Racine County,
Wisconsin Territory in 1849. The mother,
Mary’s dates are 1796 — 1859 on her tombstone
in Lycurgus Cemetery. She was born in County
Meath, Southern Ireland.

Lycurgus is a country church, a crossroads
between Waukon and New Albin, lowa. An older
sister Margaret born 1824 lived with the family
later in Iowa. She was a governess to a family in
New Orleans. Her sympathies were with the
South. That “Cogperhead" philosophy did not
endear her to the Northern sympathizers in
Iowa. A neighbor in Wisconsin was John Dutton
Cole who later also moved to Allamakee County,
Iowa. He married Jane the sister in 1851. A
major in the Union Army he was wounded at the
Battle of Corinth in Mississippi 1862.

The brother John en]isterfwith a Wisconsin
Group, Company “H” of the 33rd Regiment. He
was mustered out at Vicksburg, Mississippi in
1865. He then made his way to lowa.

Sometime between 1849 and 1856 Thomas
Reburn worked as a surveyor on the building of
the Panama Railroad. That project was during
the early 1850's.

One sto%' I know about him on the Isthumus
was when Thomas was about to step over a log it
moved. He whipped out his Bowie knife and
quick] d]sg_alched a Boa Constrictor.

In 1856 Thomas was in Lansing, lowa where
he met and married Jane Allen. Jane was born in
Elmira, New York. Her parents were Dr. Jona-
than Allen and Anna Chamberlain Allen.

They lived near New Albin, lowa where he
farmed and raised hogs.

Four sons were Thomas, John, George, and
William. The three daughters were Anna, Molly,
and Margaret, Margaret, Sister Amatora entered
the Notre Dame Convent. My father, William

(ol -J=1
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lowa Marriages, 1851-1900 - Ancestry.com Page 1 of 1

anccstry
You searched for Benjamin Rateliffin Iowa

Name: Benjamin Ratcliff
Spouse:  Lydia Wright
Marriage Date: 17 Apr1878
County: Polk
State: 1A

Source Information:

Dodd. Jordan, Liahona Research, comp.. lowa Marrioges. 1851-1900 [database on-fine ). Prove,
UT, USA: The Generations Network, Inc., 2000.

Original data: See extended deseription for original data sources listed by county

Description:

This database contains marriage information from varions counties in the LS. state of lown from

18511900, Information that may be found in this database for each [ndividual includes their
name, spoiise’s name, marringe date. and marriage county. Learn more..

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Advertising

T 1997-2010 Ancestry com Corporate Information PRIVACY POLICY Terms and Conditions
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IG' Individual Record FamilySearch™ International Genealogical Index v5.0
North America
Benjamin F Ratcliffe Pedigree
Male
Event(s):
Birth: 27 FEB 1814 Cheadle Hill,Staffordshire, , , England
Christening:
Death: 01 JAN 1900 Mt Hope, , , lowa
Burial:
Parents:
Father: James Ratcliffe Family

Mother: Mary Lynn

Messages:
Record submitted after 1991 by a member of the LDS Church. No additional information is available.
Ancestral File may list the same family and the submitter.

Source Information:
No source information is available.

An official Web site of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
© 2008 Intellectual Reserve, Inc. All rights reserved.

Source: Iow7 Territorial and, State Legjslators Collection comled by volunteers T d staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
http://www.tamilysearch.org/eng/search/IGl/individual record.asp?recid=1 0478048104... " 10/15/2010
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IGI Individual Record FamilySearch™ International Genealogical Index v5.0
North America

Benjamin RATCLIFFE Pedigree

Male Family
Event(s):

Birth: 28 FEB 1814 Cheadle Mill, , Stafford, England

Christening:

Death: 01 JAN 1900

Burial:
Marriages:

Spouse: Lydia Ellen Pike Wright Family

Marriage: 17 APR 1878 , Des Moines, lowa

Messages:
Record submitted after 1991 by a member of the LDS Church. No additional information is available.
Ancestral File may list the same family and the submitter.

Source Information:
No source information is available.

An official Web site of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
© 2008 Intellectual Reserve, Inc. All rights reserved.

Territorial and, State Leg rs Colle unteers and staff at the State Hjstorical Society of lowa L Des Moines, lowa.

Source: | is! i iled by Vol ibrary,
ourcﬁttcijvﬁfwww. ami ysearcﬁ.%?g/en g%%?éﬂﬂ&llﬁcohw ual record.asp?recid=10019 té?‘OS?‘S..‘.ramil’.};’l5;’ 010



Benjamin Katclitte - Ancestry.com Page 1 of 2
ancestry Hi  helenjwhl SignQut Messages(15) MyAccount  Helb  To-Dos  Quick Links
Home  Family Trees Search Collaborate Learning Center DNA  Publish  Shop  Hire an Expert Add to Quick Links
You are nere: Trees > OneWorldTres * > Benjamin Ratcdliffe
PERSONAL INFORMATION W Sce Pedigree Visw  PAGE TOOLS
B R Dot - William Ratelitte | ® R Vewpesson'sinfo
i Benjamin Ratcliffe | Iames Ratciiffe ¥ i —— = o
Born: 27 Feb 1814 Ann =1 Find fomous rejatives 55T
Cheadle Mill, Staffordshire, England
Died: 1900 e —
Mt Hope, lowa, USA [ Mary Lynn
£ View person's infg
Family Historical Records Eamily Facts
Family Groups
HISTORICAL RECORDS
Spouse 1
Char ilchri 16 User-submitted trees
Born: 27 Oct 1819 in Wheeling, Virginia, USA More info »
Died: 1862 in Union City Township, Allamakee, lowa, USA
Marriage:
Children Sex  Birth
Thomas Lynn Ratcliffe M 7 May 1823
john Gilchrist Ratcliffe M 1844 in Wheeling, West Virginia, USA
Mary Agnes Ratcliffe F 1846 in Parkerdburg, West Virginia, USA
Sarah G Ratcliffe F 1848 in Wheeling, West Virginia, USA
Margar: Jiff F 1849 in Wheeling, West Virginia, USA
Jane Anne Ratchife F 1851 in Wheeling, West Virginia, USA
Elgabeth Helien Ratcliffe F 1853 in Wheeling, West Virginia, USA
Isabel Ratcliffe F 1855 in Wheeling, West Virginia, USA
Benjamin Franklin liffe M 1857 in Wheeling, West Virginia, USA
Mary Lynn Ratcliffe 1867 in Wheeling, West Virginia, USA
Spouse 2
Elizabeth Fisher Gilchrist
Born: 19 Nov 1832 in Wheeling, West Virginia, USA
Died: 2 Feb 1872 in Mt Hope Farm, lowa, USA
Marriage: 25 Jun 1863 in Mt Hope, lowa, USA View Info
Children Sex  Birth
Chariotte Gilchrist Ratcliffe F 23 Oct 1863 in Union City, lTowa, USA
Jessia Pairman Ratcliffe F 1867 in Mt Hope Farm, lowa, USA
Danigl Ratcliffe M 1872 in Mt Hope Farm, lowa, USA
Spouse 3 ;
Born: 1825
Died:
Marriage: 1878 in lowa, USA View [nfo
Children Sex Birth
Contact Us: 1-B00-ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Blog Affiliat Gift b ships
Sourge; lowg Territorial and State Legislators, Collection compj ed,ay vg&:alfsrg g?;d staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
Rttp /7 trees.ancestry.co owt/person.aspxq?m = 12/2/2010





