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Standard Porm Por Members of the Legislature 

Hame of Representative SenatorGRAHAM , William 

~:u ..Pkzwth2;-}~ 
1. Birthday and place 20 NOY . 1820. Wasbineotn Co .. Pa , (or Ire!and) 

2. Marriage (s) date place 
Susanpa - -- (Pa , Mar 182S Indiano!a . Ia . 25 Mar . 1882) , in Pennsy!vania 

3. Significant event. for example : 

A. Bus i ne B.~FE;al.Jr"m"e"r,--_ ______ ____________ ____ _ 

B. Civic responsibilities Pa. HOuse. be f Civ War ; Rep. Political 
Convention, 1860 

C. Profes8ion, ______________________________________ __ 

". Ch ur ch memba r ship. --'U!!!n'!:i!Cte!e~d!....!P:.'r:!e~s'_"b'.ly:.!t~ec!r.!i!!a'.!n ______________ _ 

5. Sessions served 16 & 17 GA , 1877-1880, SD 20,17. Warren County 

6. Public Office. 

A. Local possibly Indianola School Board ?? 

B. State Pennsyl,vania House , c. 1856- 1860 

C. National 

7. Death 23 NOv . 1915 , a t daughter's home in Des Moiens ; may be bur Indianola 

8 . Children (1) Robert J. (c.1850 , Pa - ). Indianola 1915; (2) Samuel (c.1852 Pa -
dec . bef 19l5) ; (3) William C. (c . l856 Pa - ), Pawnee City , Neb. 1915 ; (4) Sar ah M. (c . l862 -

) ; (5) Lewis J . (c . 1862 - ); (6) Mary J. (Mrs . Ruby), Fullerton, Neb. 1915. 
SarAH PROBABLY Mrs. J . A. Martin , DM . 1915 

9. Names of parents not given in obit or his t ory 
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10 . Bducation ____________________________________________________ _ 

11. De9re.' ____________________________________________________ __ 

12. Other applicable information Altho obit says b. Ireland, and came to 
Ba .• census and Senate Journal Memoria l says b . Pa . . He first voted (for Van Buren), in 
1844 pr 3esidential elec t i on. Was in Pa Hou~e of Reps jus t before Civil War. Was one of 
Washington Co . delega tes to sta t e Republican convention in 1860 whIch lnsrtructed n&t 
delegates to vote for Lincoln as presidential nominee. 

Was in Iowa by 1870. farme r in Wasbng t on TWp , Warren Co. 
Chair of Iowa Senate Committee on Suppression of Intemperance, and championed 

the Prohibition Amendment to the I owa Cons titut i on. Also c ha1red comm~ttee 10uolved w3ith 
capi t al punishment bill, and worked on railway ~egislation . 

A WIlliam Gra ham was on Indiano l a School board 1872- 19 10. 
Ruling elde r in United Prwesbyterian churches in South Buffalo. PA, Indianola . I a . 

and Gordon & Super~or. NEBraska . He l~ved f or a t1me inNebgaska. and for several years 
,efore his death with daughter, Mrs. Martin . in Des Moines. 
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( Sources Log For Legislation Bntries 

Applicability 

Source Kon Applicable Applicable Information obtained 

Stork/Clingan . Legisl ators 
Indianola Hwerald. Thur 25 Nov 1915 
Indianola Cems - Wa r ren Co . 1879 x not found 
Martin, Rist Warren Co 1900 x 
Rist WareaD Co . 1967 
Rist Warr en Co . 1879 x 

x 
x 

x 

sessions served 
death 

sch bd? 

x listing 1870 censugSL-__________________________________ =-________________ =-____________ __ 
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J OURNAL OF THE SE~ATE.. 2013 

much, felt so much and did so much, that I say that I feel mrself in­
ca pable of e:lpressing what ought to be elCpressed, 

I line'" blm for twenty years. He was a man wbo belle\'ed, "That life 
Is the most desirable that results in the greatest good to the g reatest 
number, and, though all do not reach the helgh4' to which they aspi re, 
~-et In !!Ome measure each could win success and make life a blessing 
to his fello,,' men." It is not necessary for one to oc<:uPY eminent public 
positions to do 80, for in the bumbler "'alkl of life there remains mucb 
good to be accomplished and many opportunities for the exercise of 
talents and Influence that In some way will touch the lives of those ,,'Ith 
whom we come In contact, making them, better and brlgbter. In tbe 
list of Jasper county's successful ClUteDS, HOD, J OIIeph R. Gorrell 10Dg 
occupied a promlnllDt -place. In bis record tbere Is much that Is com­
mendable, and his cbaracter forcibly Illustrates wbat a life of energy can 

ccompllsb wben plans are wisely laid and actions are governed by r ight 
,. rinciples. noble alms and higb Ideals. In his p rofess ional career aa ,,'ell 
as his private life, no word of suspicion was e,'er breathed agains t him. 
His actions were always the result of careful and conscientious thought. 
and when once convinced that he " 'as r ight, no' suggestion of policy or 
personal profit, could Iwerve him from the coune he bad deCided on, his 
career being rounded In Its beautiful Ilmpllclty, for he had done his full 
duty in all the re]atlons of life, and It is safe to say that no man In 
Jasper county enjoyed to a greater extent the affection and confiden<."e 
than did Do<:tor Gorrell, Tbls feeling was demonstrated fo r him. on mor'l 
than one occasion. and tbere was no one ..... bo could ba\'e been more ap, 
preclatlve than Do<:tor Gor rell when be " 'as made tbe recipient ot signal 
favors at the handa 01 friends, 

Newton grew from a village under his eye and he helped It gTOw, He 
has done much good In a material ",,'ay, and be was distinctly one of tbe 
notable characters of his day and generation In his locallt)' and was 
eminently deserving of the blgb esteem in which he ,,'as beld and of a 
I)]a<:e In his country's'blstory. 

WILLIAM GRAHAM, 

Senator Proudfoot, from a special committee, submitted the 
following report and moved its. adoption; 

-'JR. PRESIDE:-1T- Your committee appointed to draft r esolutions com, 
memorath'e of the life, character and sen' lces of the Honorable William 
Graham, beg leave to submit the following reJ)O:rt: 

Honorable William Graham , a rorm~ber of the Senate of tbe 
State of Iowa, 'n'M born In Washington County Pennsyh'anla, No,'ember 
29. 18~0, and dIed November :!3, lU5 ; his remains being In terred In tbe 
<:Ity of Indianola, 10'l';'a . "".,.. . 

Senator Graham was a member of the House of Representatives of the 
State of Pennsylvania just p receding tbe Civil War, He alao served In 
the Sineenth and Seventeentb Genera] Assemblies of the State ot l o"'a 
as a Senator l roillt Warren County. During bls legislative eareer In tbls 
state he was cbalrman of the <:ommlttee on Suppression of Intemperance 
and cbamploned 'tbe prohibitory Constitutional amendment and was one 
of tbe stauMb memben of tbe Senate of his day. 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.

, 

( I 
) 

, 

\ 

I 

I 

I 

• 

2014 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE. 

He was thoroughly r eliable In every walk ot life and hll Integrity 
was unquestioned by all who knew him. He was a man or large ·par ts. 
though modest and una.sllumlng In bls demeanor and had large ex~rience 

In political atraln. He was a member from Wublngton County. Pennsyl. 
vania, or the atate convention of that atate and took part In sending an 
Instructed delegation to the national convention which placed In nomina· 
tlon Abraham Lincoln for Pre.lden;,...ot' the Un ited States, and he himself 
twice decli ned a nomination fod.congress t rom his native state. 

He was al ..... ys found on the right aide of all moral and economic 
quest ion!! and assisted In legislation that had tor ita object the better­
ment and uplltt of human ity. He wu a leading member of the Uni ted 
Presbyterian c hukh and was conscientiOU8 and s teadtlLlll In his dealings 
with Olen. No one WILlI ever heard to say that he ;as deceived or mis led 
by William Grah8Jllt, and while his servIces to the State were during the 
period at ita more tormaUve existence yet it Is a tact that the marks 
at his ability and high moral character as a ci tizen of the -State have 
bee[l left u pon the legislation ot Iowa. 

It is therefore fitting and proper that this body shall make permanent 
record of the valuable services and eminent career of this faithful 
servant of the State. 

It h Therefore Re,olve<f by the Senate at the Thirty-seventh General 
Assembly of the State of Iowa, that the foregoing melllOrlal be and the 
same Is hereby unanimously adopted and ordered sprea? upon the records 
at th is body. 

A. V. PROUDFOOT, 
O. A. BTL'HI1'OY, 
T. E. TJ.YLOIl, 

Commftlee. 

The resolutions were adopted unanimously by a rising vote. 

Senator Proudfoot, in moving the adoption of the report, spoke 
as follows: 

"I only want to say a very tew words as I think tbat It Is not necessary 
or fitting that extensive remarka be made on this occasion. 

I presume that I am the only man here who saw and knew Senator 
Graham. The fact at bls death came very much home to 'IDS as I well 
remember tbat he aat In tbls body while my fathe r aat in the house 
acrosa the ball. It was then I came to know him. He '\11'85 a man of no 
mean ability. In the state or Pennsylvania (rom which.be came he t'\ll' lce 
declined the nomination for congressman. He lived a life at pubUc ser vo 
Ice and ha4;much to do with the formatio n at his own native atate and 
o t Iowa. 

He Wa!! a man of moderate belght, gray balred and gray bearded ; a 
man of modest upre!Ullon, One could not tell tram his appearance that 
he was a legislator from Pennsylvania, Iowa or any other state. He 
lived in the county where I live and was always a splendid citizen. He 
grew with the state. Back In tbe days when Iowa was not what it Is 
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today he helped to lay the foundation of the state as it Is today and 
some of us are reapln&: the benellts of the seed SO\\'n by blm. 

I know of no more pleasing duty tor me to perform than to pay this 
tribute to Senator Graham, an llluBtrious predecessor of my 01l\·n." 

JULIUS J . MATHEWS. 

Senator Greene, from a special committee, submitted the follow­
ing report and moved its adoption : 

M8. PB.t."SIII£s't'-Your committee appointed to prepare resolutions to 
COnmlemorate the lite, c/ilaracter and public eervice of the Honorable 
Julius J . Mathews, late of Maywood, llUnols, and a former member of 
the General Assembly of the State of Iowa, be&: leave to submit the fo l· 
lowing report: 

IUue J . Mathews was born J anuary 8th, 1826, In Perry County, Ohio. 
J8lS he went to Indiana, and In 1839 to Iowa C1t,.. In 1852 he re­

mOl'ed to Lyons, 10",a. 
He commenced the study of medicine In 1848, graduating from the 

College of fbYlllClan ll and Surs:eons at Keokuk in 1852. 
He served as a member of the State Senate from 1854 to 1858, and 

"'as postmaster of Lyons from 1867 to 1879. He also served as an Alder-
1Jl(ln, and wall a member of the Board of Education. 

In 1856 he ..... as united In marriage to Miss P. 1... Sanders, in Iowa City. 
To them were born alI children. The survivors are: His wife, three 
sons-John Mathews, of Maywood, Illinois; Jay Mathews, ot Cherokee, 
IO\\'a; F red W. Mathews, o( Scranton, 10ll'a, and one daughter, Mrs. 
Nannle Patrick, ot Maywood, Illinois. 

Mr. Mathews was a resident of Greene County, Iowa, from 18i9 until 
1913, residing most of that time at Dana. M.r. Mathe",'s alwl}'s took an 
active part In public a1falra dunng bIs enUre life time, and his Influence 
""'as always on the r ight side of aU public Q.uestlons. To be unlveraally 
spoken o( as a !ood man Is as high a tribute as can be paid to any man. 
ThIs \\'as the common expression wltb reference to Mr. Matbews from 
all who knew him or came In contact with his daily Ute, or wlth.ln tbe 
sphere of hill Influence. Goodness comprebends all virl.ues: Charity, 
benevolence, loyalty, love. purity, service. sympatby, and devotion to 
high Ideals, and Mr. Mathews possessed in a high des:ree these cbar· 
acteristlcs. 

Mr. Mathe1l\·s was pure tn thought, In action t rue, and In purpose (altb· 
fut. He was always active and helpful In civic and social relations. He 
loved his fellowmen, his community, hie State, and bls Nation, and ! ave 
to each the lullest measure of devotion. Therefore 

Be 11 Re.o l ved, That a copy of this Resolution be spread upon the 
J ournal of tbe Senate and that the Secretary t ransmit an engrossed copy 
tbereof to the family of the d~ea&ed . 

W¥. J, GBtt~. 
J. M. WIL8O:or. 
A. 1.. Baoux . 

Tbe resolutions were adopted unanimously by a rising vote. 




