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operate in every helpful and promotive enterprise, and as 
a citizen and lawyer he was second to no man in the public 
regard. He served one full term in the sena te, and di s
charged all his duties there with efficiency and ability, and 
secured for his locality and di st rict many local advance
ments. At the bar and in the legislative halls he made 
his impress for good upon the jurisprudence of the state 
and upon the history and development of hi s locality and 
of the state at large. 

CHAPTER XXVII. 

NOTICES OF ATTORNEYS. 

)( Daniel D. Chase was a native of New York, where he 
received a good common school education i and after 
teaching for two or three years he had a thorough aca
demic course in the Ca2:~novia Seminary, one of the best 
schools of its class in all the state. He studied law and 
concluded his course in the same with his great uncle, 
Judge Daniel Cady, one of the most eminent and long
service judges of that state. He was admitted to the bar 
in the state of New York in 1856, and continued the prac
tice there as partner of Wm. Wait, a distinguished legal 
author of New York. In 1858, he removed to Webster 
City, Iowa. and commenced the practice of the law there 
with quite more than the average of business success. He 
acquired much enviable reputation by his prosecution of 
persons for the violation of the liquor Jaw. and became 
practically the leader of the bar in his county. He was a 
member of the first board of education under the constitu
tion of 1857. He was also elected district attorney for 
his judicial district, the Eleventh. and se rved two terms. 
In 1865 he was appointed judge of the district court, and 
served therein most acceptably. Judge Chase was a very 
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energetic, able and faithful judge, and attained a very en
viable reputation as such. 

John N. W. Rumple was a native of Ohio, and came 
with hi s father a'nd family to Iowa county, near Marengo, 
in 1853. He received a thorough academic course, and 
was well advanced in the State University at Iowa City, 
when, in August, 1861, he enlisted as a private in the Sec
ond Iowa Cavalry. He remained in the army for the full 
term of the war, and was promoted by degrees to cor
.poral and thence on to captain. He was in more than one 
hundred skirmishes and battles. Upon his return from 
the army in 1865, he commenced the study of law with H. 
M. Martin of Marengo, which he completed, and he was 
admitted to the bar and at once entered into a very suc
cessful practice. Captain Rumple was noted for his faith
fulness, integrity and attention to business, and he main
tained that reputation. He was elected to the state senate 
in 1872, and he served witlr-fidelity and acceptability, and 
was re-elected in 1875. As a legislator Captain Rumple 
ranked very high. not only with his constituents for the 
service rendered them, but by his co-legislators for his 
efficiency and service therein. Captain Rumple' was a 
modest, unassuming and yet an aggressive and efficient 
man, and was deservedly very popular with all his asso
ciates in whatever line of duty. 

Jolm y': Stone, born in Illinois. came to Iowa with his 
parents when a mere boy. He rece ived a good education, 
and before reaching full age and at the beginning of the 
War of the Rebellion. he enlisted in the Fifteenth Iowa 
Infantry and served until peace was restored. He then 
returned to Glenwood, Iowa. and entered upon the study 
of the law, completed it, and was admitted to the bar. 
His course o f study of the law was very close and thor
ough. He was elected to the house of representatives of 
the Twelfth general assembly. and the efficiency of his 
service was so manifest and satisfactory that he was re-
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<::ul.lid:atu me rely for ].:uty'R uke. li e h:u never 
taken :ln :lethe lIIln in 1"'liti,,~. :lnd though repe:ll. 
edly urged 10 accepl nominations fo r city :lnd legis. 
lative offices, his ma!Jf other du ties have forced him 
to decline. 

He was .reared under Presbyterian inlluences, and 
although he adheres to the principles of that denom. 
ination, he is libe ral in his views respecting the c reed 
and faith of others. . -

H e owns some of the best business properly in 
Bu rlington, the result of his fo resight in business; 
and his elegant home commands a delightful view 
up and dOlrn th~ Mississippi river. 

Mr. Harhydt .Iand. prominent among the eminent 
self.made men or Iowa: He possesses the love and 
re~ I Jcc t o r his fellow...citi l ens, and is wcll and ravor. 
ably known th roughout the country. As .1. roresee_ 
ing financie r, he stand.s among the first bankers of 
the west. 

He married, when qui le young, Miss Eleanor C. 
Chris tiancy, 'of Schenectady, New York, and much 
or his success is due to the good counsels he reo 
ceived from his wife. With unt iring indust ry and 
energy. aided by good habits and health, hu made 
him one of the most prominent o f the busincss men 
of Iowa and the west. 

1 DANIEL D. CHASE, 
WEUSTER CITr . 

DANIEL DA RR W CHASE "':IS born in Can- In Augul, 1858-. Mr. Chase removed to Iowa, 
ajoharie. New York, QII the "Ih of July, 1830, settling at Webster City, the shi re town of the ncw 

His (alher, Otivtr C. Chase, W:IS l farmer. H is counly of Hamilton, where he has since cont inuous
mother's maiden name was Ruth Darrow, Until 1)' resided. Like lens of thousands of other young 
he attained the age of seventeen the suhject of this men who have their own way to make in the world, 
not ice remnined at the old homestead, .1l1l'nding the he came with no capital save that which was stored 
district school in the winter se:l.son and laboring 11]1 in his bnin, and an earnest determination to 
like other lads in TUral COIlIl11unitics on the f;trlll de!O.erve suecess. Upon his arrival in the then little 
d uring the spring, sunloner and autumn. The fou r frontiH town whieh he had selected fo r his home, 
ensuing years he paSKd at Ihe Ames Acaden\y and and which then contained scarcely four hund red 
the Cazenovia Seminary, where he acquired a eood people, and the county not over sixteen hund red, 
academic education, and tllllght in the meantime to he fou nd the small legal practice in the hands of 
procure the necessary fund~ to pursne his studies. two older lawyers.. who had settled there s.ome time 
After he ceased attending the seminary he I.lecame • previously. It was many months before he secu red 
the principal of the public school at Ca7.c:novia, at his first retainer,-a discouraging filct to a man of 
the same lime commencing the study of the law limited means, when the times were hard ilnd grow. 
with H. G. Paddock, Esq., of that town. He W:l~ ing worse with every ensu ing week. But he palient. 
aflerward called to the charge of the New Wood- Iy bided his time, and finally the temperance people 
stock Academy, successfully discharging the ardu- were forced to employ him in the prosectltion of 
ous duties of a teacher whilt pu r~uing his legal sundry violations of the liquor bw, both of his com
studies. He completed his course of legal inSlfllc. petitors. fortunately for him, being engaged on the 
tion with his great-uncle, the distinguished Daniel .other side. The fight was a prolonged and bitter 
Cady, who ..... .as one of the n1O'\t cminent !;t\vyers :lnd one, and it Krved to bring prominently to the notice 
statesmen of his day, and W:l~ adll1iUe(1 til the b .. u of the people the fine legal ability lind great fo rce 
of the Slate of New York at the general te rm of the of character of the hitherto reserved :Inri rather reti. 
supreme courl, in S:ltatoga COllnty, on the 1st of cent and neglected young lawyer. This rough and 
J anua ry, 1856. He entered at once upon the prae~ tumble contest completely" w~sterniled " him, and 
tice of his profession u the pannerof Hon. William rrom Ihis time forward he was the f:lvored attorney 
Wait, the well_known author of "Wait's New York in all the region around. In the following winte r 
Digest "-Mr. Chase opening an office in Broad- he visited quite a number of the nouhe rn counties 
albin, FUItOD county, and Mr. Wait remaining at of the old eleventh judicial district, becoming ac-
J ohnstown. • . quainted with ,Ihe . people in that sparsely stttied 

~.", ;~ _ .. '~:.--;: ". . ..•.. / ~- ~.. . .. ' ·-;;=-'·=;;;jilajiWG . . 
.;d,~ ~ " . . -, r~;q;..V"":--<": ·-·~~ 

! 

l 
i l~ 

I 
' \ 

I .. 
I .. ~ , ' , , , 
I 

... · .. \ , · , 

, 
I 

., 
." 

1 · , !. , 
.j ... 

· , .. 

I , 

.IV, /~ .-~ -' ~~ ;,> .. , .... ~~ .. - .. 

' '''~tJ..£Jt04''7I .... { /l - ,/ "" . ... ~~. ~ _.;J~:;V"...q,.. ..... 
r.A-'7. ·-..! ..... l ~ "'0.......... r~ ~ . I ~.I. ~ / o-~ • 

-< '"""'"' ..... ,' "fI <!.l> . O'!'; . ~ q ;:; 

• 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

i 
I 
I 

" 

'I 

THE UNITED STA T ES BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARr. 93 

seClion, :md 5Ccuring quite an alll'r~o;i:tule addition 
\0 his slender legal practice at home. The spring 
or 186-l (ou nd him with u much and as profi rall1t 
em[lloymenl as active young lawyers :Irc aole \0 
seco rc in a new country. And he lVa~ now ac· 
corded the leading posi tion in his profession in that 
[lortion of northwestern Iowa. Noted for his purity 
of characte r, dealing fairly with hi, c1ie nt ~, rmd never 
encouraging litigation, eXl:cpl in ca~~ where its ne
cu~ily and justice rendered it imper:ltive,-thu5 
making him always the ~afcs t of cou n~clf)T~,- he 
Ta llidly ,,·on hi~ way \0 a high place in Ihe populnr 
estimation. This measure of TC5pect and confi
dence hols only increased as the years have passed 
lLWlLY, 

In the autumn of 1859 his name was prominently 
mentioned in connection with the position of county 
judge, a position in those days of great local power, 
for that officer had control of all disbursements of 
county funds, audited all acconnts and bills against 
the county, and ""3.5 within Ihe !KOIM: of his duties, 
very nearly "monarch of all he surveyed." When 
the convention met, every delegate favored his nomi. 
nation. lLnd the county had a heavy republican mao 
jority; but he decl ined the proffered honor and re· 
mained a private citizen. But in the ensuing year, 
al the republican judicial convention, he was unani· 
mOllsly tende red th e nomination for member of the 
board of education, to which he II"U, in October fol. 
lowing, chosen by a very large m;'1jority. Herore his 
term of service expi red a supposed vacancy occurred 
in the office of dist rict anorney fo r the eleventh ju. 
dicial district, and while he lay in bed sick with 
(e~e r his friends brought him ou t for the ollict': , and 
he was choset\ by more than the party majority, To 
remove all doubt the legislature at the ne~t session 
paued an act declari ng the vacancy to have e~i~ted 
and confirming his election. In 1861 he had no 
opposi tion in the republican convention, and ve ry 
little at Ihe 11<,1115, and was r('Heeled for the (ull ternl 
of fou r ycars. In the year 1865 , a v:leancy Il:1ving 
occurred in the office of judge or the dist rict cou rt . 
he was appointed 10 fill the place by Governor Will. 
iam M. Stone. He was twice nominated byaccla. 
mation aod twice elected to this distingu ished posi. 
tion, and at the close of nine years' continuous 
S!rvic~ on th~ btnch he declined a third nominalion 
and retired 10 private li fe. lIis di~ tr ic t comprised 
some eight counties, in each of whir.h his last court 
was distinguished by manifestations of the profound_ 
est respect for the retiring judge. The bar held 

···- ---·1 ,. 

meet ings and paued resolutions in the highest de· 
gree complimentary of Ihe ability and impart ial ity 
with which he had discharged the delicate and reo 
sponsible du ties which had devolved opon him fo r 
so many yean . . In the course of such a long career 
upon the bench, where the judge can, if he chooses, 
10 a large degree, make an autocrat of himself 
when counsel, in thei r eagerness for success, occa· 
sionally overstep the bou nds of prudence and must 
he kept in thei r own proper place, asperities often 
arise which men carry with them th rough life, n ut 
in this instance nothing of the kind appeared. The 
gentlemen o( the bar in each connty seemed to vie 
with each other in their expressions o( deep and 
he~rtfelt respect. In his own county, among his old 
rivals at the bar and among whom he was to return 
as a rival practitioner, only the kindest (eeling pte· 
vailed, as was evidenced by the adoption of the 
following resolution, penned by Colonel Charles A. 
Clark, a lawyer of the opposite p:uty, who has risen 
to II distinguished position in central and nort h· 
western Iowa: 

R~S<>IvM, That b, hi . abilil, • .,ffidenc, and integri!, in 
Ihe diKharge or eYer, official dut,. Judge Challe h.II, won, 
and io wor th, 0 (, not onl, the <:ommendation and pl:llIdilf; 
or the bJlr, but or the enllre people who 'hlye r«d¥ed Ihe 
benefits of hi , labor. '. 

The bar of the entire district, on the last day of 
his court, united in presenting him with a magnifi. 
cent gold watch and chain, to purchase which they 
contributed th e sum of five hundred dollars. A 
proud testimonial anywhere and under any circum. 
stances. 

As we are writing these lines, we are in receipt of 
a leller from an eminent lawyer, long a practitioner 
in the eleventh judicial district, who bea rs th e fol. 
10\\'ing testimony to the distinguished merits of th e 
subject.of our sk'etch : 

Judxc ChIC, U I iurio\, ;1 poncSl~ or min, Ittnnll 
<t"aliHcationl. Pati"'lIt, yet yigoro", In the i""c'I't;~l io n ot' 
call,n; cle~r. rotcibl ~ and lerlle 10 hi. ~n"nciM;on or legml 
principles. he .... a ,0",",1 judge. The judicial ca.t or hi. 
n, ind i~ m",ked. A thorough "no"'ledg~ 0( hu,n.n nal"re, 
I~rj.:<: percept;"e racul!ie', ... ·Ith judgment Rnd reawnio~ 
1"''''Cr. to ,nltch, con, lllncd with genero". cnlt" 'e nod 
p.,!icnl re ..,ftreh, Indicate I lipe or man litt~ to ..... orn the 
bench of. court or Ian ruort. 

Aside froOl these mOle substantial poli tical honors 
confe rred upon Judge Chase, he "'as made a dele
g,,,e_at_la rge to the republican national convent ion 
in 1864, when Presiden t Lincoln was nominated for 
his second term, and was chairman of the Iowa 
delegation in tha t body. 
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A whig in his early days, he has acted wi t~ the 
republican party for the past twenty years. . 

Judge Chase is nOI a member of any church or· 
ganiulion, but is a regular attendant upon public 
worship and a liberal supporter of. religious effort. 
Better than anything the public al Jarge know of 
him, however, is Ihe fact thai his hand and purse 
a re ever open to help the needy and dist ressed.' In 
all the acquaintance of the 1I'riter hereof, there is no 
man who gives more freely in proportion to his 
means to objecls of deserving charity, and this wilh· 
out ostentation or display. 

Judge Chase married his wife, whose maiden 
name was Hatt ie E. Bell, at New Woodstock, Madi· 

son counly, New York, on Ihe loth of August, 1858. 
They have only one child, a son of much promise, 
now a student in the Iowa State University. From 
the time he located in Webster City J udge Chase 
has taken a lively interest in the public SChools, and 
in eve ry institution and enterprise tending to elevate 
and improve the people, and enhance the wealth 
and characte r of his adopted home. 

In conclusion, we may say th"t Judge. Chase is a 
man whose marked ability, rich and varied culture, 
candor and impartia lity on the bench, unquestioned 
purity of character, praiseworthr aims and great 
public useflilness, have assigned him a distinguished 
place among the first men of Iowa. ., 

HON. PHILIP VI E LE. 
F.0R T MADISON. 

I N collecting the life his tories of Iowa's influential, 
honored and leading men, we should be remiss 

in our dnty should we omit that of him whose name 
heads this sketch. Fully realizing the difficu lty of 
avoiding on the one hand the not doing justice to 
ou r subject, and on Ihe olher th e presenting of a 
one.sided sketch, we present his biography impar. 
tiallyand with a true regard for the trulh,-charac_ 
teristics which alone add grace and dignity to the 
work of the historian. 

Philip Viele was born at Ihe Valley (now Valley 
Falls), in the to ... ·n of Pittstown, Rensselaer county, 
New York, on the loth of September, 1799. His 
paternal great_g randfather, Arnaud Cornelius Viele, 
11'a5 a Frenchman by descenl and a Hollander by 
bi rth, who immigr~ted to America in the latter pa rt 
oh he seventeenth century and settled in Schenectady, 
New York, on the Moha.wk river. He is honorably 
mentioned in the colonial history of New York for 
important services rendered the government in the 
negotiat ions wilh the Indian nations. The parents 

. of our subject were Abraham L. Viele and Hannah 
nil Douslass, a daughter of Major Samuel Douglus, 
of Pittstown, New York. They had nine children: 
Philip; Lode .... ic, died in 1840j Patience, widow 
of Daniel T. Newcomb, of Dnenport, Iowa; Eve 
E liu, died in 1848; Delia Maria, wife of H OIl . David 
Rover, of Burlington, Iowa; William Douglass, died 
in r866; Samuel Douglass, died in 186,; Hl:t:'rr iet, 
widow of the late Dr, George W. Fitch, of Musca~ 

tine, Iowa; Charle5 Viele, of Evansville, Indiana. 

Philip Ilassed his early life on his fathe r's fa rm, 
and at the age of fift een was sent to an ' academy in 
Salem, Washington coun ty, Ne ... • York, where he 
remained three years. In 1817 he entered Union 
College, al Schenectad)" and for several years pur· 
sued his sludies with zeal under the celebrated Dr. 
Notl. Hon. William H. Seward ""as then a student 
at Union College, and bet"'een him and Mr. Viele 
there grew up a fri endship .... hich continued for 
many ye.a rs afte rward. 

In October, 1821, Mr. Viele commenced studying 
for the legal profession in the office of John L. Viele, 
Esq., at Waterford, Saraloga county, New York, and 
completed his studies in the office of Joh n Paine, 
Esq .• of T roy, New York, and in 18~4 was admiued 
to the bar by th e supreme court. Possessed of a 
ready wit, quick al repartee, having strong menial 
perceptions and a read)' flow of language, pOlished 
by litera ry attainments and delibe rate refl ection, and 
fearless in the advocacy of what he believed to be 
right, he must necessarily have attained 10 a high 
position as a jurist and advocate had he confined 
himself to the practice of his profession. Here, 
however, he permitted himself to be allu red by 
the excitement of politics, and leaving his Black_ 
stone and Coke, turned his attention toward po_ 
litical matters,-addressin,g Ihe populace from the 
hustings. 
. During the President ial campaign of 1824 fou r 
candidates appeared, soliciting the suffrages of the 
people. William H. Crawford was the democratic. 
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