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Source: Portrait and Bioorap_ltical Album, Muscatine County, 
Iowa, 1889, page 329 

HON. GILBERT H. WOOD, deceased. We take honor in presenting to the 
readers of this album a sketch of the life of one of Muscatine County's most honorable and 
upright citizens, who was a leader among men, and at one time represented his district in the 
State Legislature. He was born in Grafton, Worcester Co., Mass., Oct. 3. 1816, and his 
ancestry can be traced back to the Puritan fathers. He was educated in his native town, but 
being of a studious nature, on leaving the school-room he did not consider that he knew all 
that was needed, but supplimented his knowledge gained from text-books by extensive 
reading and observation. After the death of his father he left his native State, and went to 
Madison, Ind., where he remained six years engaged in the boot and shoe business. Then he 
returned to Worcester and commenced his railroad life. His first contract was on the 
Providence and Worcester Road. After that he went to Vermont and took a contract on the 
Vermont Central; also work in Maine. 

In November, 1850, our subject was married in the city of Providence, R. I., to Miss 
Elizabeth E. Marsh. of which State the lady was a native. In December following the young 
couple went to Chillicothe, Ohio, where Mr. Wood, as a member ofthe firm of Cushing, 
Wood & Co., contracted for the building of 100 miles of the Marietta & Cincinnati 
Railroad. The work being satisfactorily completed in 1855, and desiring to turn his attention 
to farming, Mr. Wood emigrated to Muscatine County, where he purchased 360 acres of 
land on sections 26 and 27, of Lake Township. The only improvement upon the land, which 
in itself was a wild, uncultivated tract, was a small log cabin, but as time passed he 
transformed it into one of the most beautiful farms in the county. The magnificent evergreen 
and other trees, which throw their welcome shade over the home, sheltering it from the 
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fierce rays of the summer sun, were planted by the owner, and under his direction, the little 
cabin was replaced by a handsome cottage. 

In 1867 Mr. Wood took the contract to grade ten miles of the Muscatine, Tipton and 
Anamosa Railroad, from Tipton to the orthwestern Railroad, which contract or grading he 
finished. 

In 1874 Mr. Wood was nominated by the anti-Monopoly party for the State Senate, and was 
elected and served the county with enviable distinction. During the second season of his 
term the election of United States Senator came up, and he resumed his old party relations 
by entering the Republican caucus, and voting for the nomination of his old friend, Gov. 
Kirkwood. He was also an extensive stock-dealer, and to him, Muscatine County owes 
much for her present high grade of horses and cattle. He was the first to introduce the Short­
horn cattle, which he imported from Ohio, and he gave special attention to the breeding of 
Bashaw horses. To all educational, social or moral interests, he gave his earnest and hearty 
support, and was prominent in the promotion of any enterprise for the public welfare. His 
death occurred July 15, 1885, leaving a wife and one child to mourn their loss. 

-----···- ··-- -------·--
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You searched for Gilbert H. Wood in Iowa 

Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 

Name: Gilbert H Wood 

Rirth Year: abt1817 

Birth Place: Massachusetts 

Gender: Male 

Marita l Status : Married 

Census Date: 1856 

l{esidencc State: Iowa 

Residence County: Muscatine 

I .o~:ality: Bloomington 

Roll: IA_6g 

Line: 23 

Neighbors: View others on page 

Household Name 

Member$: Gilbert H Wood 

Sour ce In(ormation: 

Age 

39 

AnC't.·~tl).<.'<nn. /oum State Ce1tSu~ Collection, 18.16-1925 rdatabast> on-lint"). Provo, L:T. USA: Tht• 
(~t>neration~ :'\t>h,ork. In(' .. 2001. Original dat<~: ~li <.·c·oftlm of Iowa Statt C<•n"'ust'5. 1856. 1885. 
t8Q.:;, t905. 1915. 1925 a.~ well various spfi'i<ll «nsuses from t8:i6-1a97 obtt~int•d from tht Stfllt> 
HistoriC'al Socit'ty of Iowa ,j., Hf'rital(l.' Qllt'!>t. 

l>escription: 
'11li::. dalabtt.H' contains lo\'" ~tate censnst"s for the following ytoal"$: 1856. 1885. 1895. 1905. 191.:5. 
and 1925. It also indudt>S some ht;>ad or hou~tohold ("t>llMJ.,('!i and oth<'r spN'ial ct'nsusr~ from 
1836- t897. Information a'ailablt> for an indi,idual "ill 'ary <K"Cording to the ('tnsu~ ye-ar and thr 
information l"l"t.IUt.'Sltd on the ('NI~U~ form. Some· of the information contained in this d.1tabo\Sf" 

though in<·ludt•s: namt>. a~t>.gende.>r. race-, birthplare-. rna1·ital ~latus. :rnd plat:!.' of ("numt·r~tion. 
Leoarn more ... 
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