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procured the fnncls for purchasing forty acreS' of 
land, to which he adued a lillk later forty acres 
more; f:1nned in Ill inois f<J u r p•:u·s, and in June, 

r854, came to \\'aync county, en terin!; !Jnds and 
locatin g as IJefore indic:ttcd. Th e land offtce was 
then at Chariton, I .ucas count1·, a nd ,,·hen he asked 
th e prope r nfti,· ,·r to open his map of Wayne coun­

ty, \Varrcn to11·n ship showed a ··kan white page, not 

an entry h:l\·ing b ce nm:tdc. :'llr. l\r:J<.: etrell, who had 

previou s ly entercu eighty ac res of woo dland in Jef­

ferso n tmn1 "hip, now entered one hundred and sixty 

a c res of pra irie, imprnred it, and remained on it till 

r 86g, when he moved into Corydon. Here he was 

a merchant for fo11r yea rs, a milkr three, and for the 
last two h :1s hccr1 r:ashin of tht ~ \\ ' avn e ( :l)11 11t y Bank , 

in whi c h h e is a stoc kh older. I l e owns other prop­

p er ty in Corydon , and three well improved farms in 

th e county; has been an emin entl y successful bu si­
ness m an , and h :1s :1 splendid rl'putation. 

l\lr. Bracewell was elected to the general assem­
bly in r Xsl), and reelected in r86r, serving in the 
n·~ular S<'ssir~ IJ S of rRiio and r862, and the extra 
sessions of r!l6 r and r862 . He held various town­

sh ip offices before IJecoming a member of the legis- . 

lature, anct has al so l>e en president of the school 
!Jo~nl of Corydon, being an ac tive ~nd very useful . 
c iti z~ n. He has been a life-long democrat. 

A ll\Clllber of th e Methodist Episcopal church 

si nc e early manhood, and a local pre,acher more 

than thirty yea rs, hi s life has always been above 

reproach. He is kind-hearted and obliging, and a 

good friend to th e suffer in g and needy. 

In Jul y, ,g4 -~. J\1iss 1\largaret Broughton, of York­
shin·, l·: ngland, became th e wife of Mr. Bracewell; 

they ha1·e one son, Broughton Bracewell, a farmer 

in Warn e county. 1\lrs. Bracewell has been a true 

hL·lpmel't of he r husband , and is a·worthy christian 
II HI! hc · r 

I-JUN. CEORCE A. l\l<JRSE, 

CQ/i' _, ./JV(;. 

PERHA I'S th e re is no nam~ of more antiquity 
in its origin. as re lating to th L' Saxon race set­

tle<.! in A1nerica, th:m that of 1\lorse. The original 

stock from which the subject of this sketch is cle­

scenued was n :um·rl Samuel 1\ l nrsi·, ,,· ho ellligrat ecl 

to Ameri<'a in IO.i S· I lc settled :~t llt:dham, in the 
colony of 1\lass:J ,. !Juscll s, :1nd di ed at i\ll'dfield, in 

th e same colony, in r654· 
The J\1 orses arc nair scattered al l o1·er th e Unit ed 

State~, though a 1cry l:nge proportion of th e direct 
issue of the origina l Puritanic stock st ill reside in 

N ew England, and mnst of them in 1\lassachnsells. 

Th e various f:unil ies of 1\lorsc h:t\ e e\Tr been pro­

verbial for their probity, being, a< is d cnwnstr:1t etl 
in the gent·a logir ·: t! hook pnhlished in Boston in 
r8so, ever found to h e "worthy c iti zens and honest 

men" in their worldly transactions. 1\lany of them 
possessed sterling mt:ntal qu~lific a tion s. 

1\fany of the l\lorses ha ve been great invent o rs 

and discoverers. From an electric te leg raph to a 
printing press, th ey have left their impress upon the 
advan ce ment of St·ienr ·e, litcra tur t' and art in th e 

Uniteu St:1tes, during th e past c•: nlury, to a greater 

extent than has any other fami ly on th e continent. 

The father of the subject of this biography was 
named Alphcus, and was horn in \Veston, Massa-

chusetts, on the 23d of M a rch, 18o3 . Alpheus mar­
ried 1\[ iss ( 'aro linc Bunce, by whom he has had ten 

<'hilurcn, seven boys and three girl·s; four of the 
boys and one girl are now living. 

,\ lphcu s Morse has ever been foremost in the ad­

,.:ln<Tllll'nl of eiTry worthy enterprise, and to a 
wcll -s turcd 1nind rnay be added unfailing health, 

1d1ich has enal>le tl him to be an ever active man 

among men. 
H e has served two te rms in the legislature of 

1\lassachusetts; elected there by large majorities, at 

a time when actual merit and acquireme11ts were 

esse ntial to an election. 
II e ha s e1·e r been a ctevotecl chris?iian, and for 

O\Tr thirty years w:1s senior deacon in St. Mary's 
Episcop~l Church at Newlon, Lower Falls. So per­

fect has b ee n his hea lth that in all these ytars he 
never missed a serv ice in his church. 

1\lpheu s and his wife came west in 1866, residing 

two years in Chicago, and then removed to Geneva, 
Kane county, Illinois, where they now reside. 

( :eorgc :\ . I\ I nrsc was born at Weston, Massachu­

setts, on the 4th of October, 1827 . He attended 
school at Weston in the winter months until he was 

seventeen yea rs old, working upon his father 's farm 

during the sum1ner m on ths. 
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Not liking this employment, his father secured 
him a position in the employ of Grafton and Co., 

· Washington street, Boston, where he remained for 

six years; at the expiration of which time he lllar­

r.ied Miss Caroline Merrill, of South Hampton, New 

Hampshire, and 'immediately came to Galesburg, 

Illinois. 
In a 'short time after reaching Galesl>u rg he ob­

tained employment with a l\Tr. Charles McClellan, 

of Peoria, with whom, ho\\'ever, he re mained but six 
months. Returning to (;ale'sb urg, he worked at in­

creased pay for one Sila s Willard, who kept a g-en­

eral ~ou'ntry store. Here he ren1ained one year, 

and returned to Peoria and re'i'ngaged with l\1 r. 
McClelland, with whom he rem:,incd one year, at 

which time he was induced to accept a proposition 

from Mr. Willard, at Galesburg-, to go lu Wethers_­

.lield, Illinois, to superintend the l>nilding of a store 

· or warehouse at that place, !JeuJJllillg a p:ntncr with 
Willard . 

The Central Military Track railroad was project­
ed about this time, of which l\1r. Willard and I >r. 
Bunce were directors. The road ll'as to rtlll through 
to Wethersfield, and hen ce the cons tm c tion of thi s 

building. There was no habit ::t tion in this place 
(the lumber had to be drawn at k;lst thirty miles 
over the wild prairie to build the hon se ll'ith); how­
ever, our young scion of a Puritan race worktd ,·ig­

orously, and March, r853, found him ready to stoc k 
the same with a general stock of mer<'handise. In 

the subsequent year the railway h:ui reached the 

place which was then called Kewanee, now of live 
thousand in habitants. 

This business was continued profitallly for four 

years, when Mr. Willard died at CalesiHJrg an d the 

whole affair~was sold out; Mr. l\Iorse rc111aining at 

Kewanee and engaging in ~rain and banking iJit s i­

ness till the fall of r8G.t, when li t: c l"se d out hi s 
business matters and moved with his family to Chi­
cago. 

The cause of education has ever been an in ce n­
tive to unusual exertions on the part of both l\lr. 

and Mrs. Morse. Possesse d of goo d education 
themselves (particularly the lad y, who had IJeen a 
teacher in the granunar school of lloston), they \l'c:re 
ever actively employed in the furtln :r;1 nce <d. en:ry 

scheme for the tfevdopnu:nt of pupuJar edut'atitJII. 

During their stay at Kewanee both had gin!n car­

nest attention to the cause of education, and to the 

formation of Sabbath schools and the institution of 

public worship. 

On leaving Kewan ee for Chicago the Henry co un­
ty "Dial" thus spcab of Mr. J\1 orse: 

~fr . George A . t>.-for:-.c and t~unily l ea\' \.~ to -day ti.,r Chicago 
to take up thl'ir pcrnw nent. rt::sid~..:nt:e in Lilaf city. In the 
<kparlurc or :\lr. 1\l o r -..L the tOWIJ J(J:-.l':-. (}lJL: of its lllOSt 

worthy, liberal and puhlic-spiritcd citi:tT ll:-J-;1 tru~..: christian 
g..:nth:man in all the rdalion ::l of lilt! . Thou,;h ~ till a young 
lllan, he is OllC n f I ill: tJJde::.t piollnT . .., of Olll' !0\\'11 1 li;n-ing 
Uuilt the lin.;t :-.lOI'L' and tin.: tin.t d" l.·lliu~ in it that were 
crct..: led at'ter it w: 1:-. laid ou!. I Je l1a :-. hCL' II itkntilicd with 
ils bu s in c:-.s and inlpnl\·cmeuts en.·r !-itlCt' 1 and has extended 
to nll moral nnJ tiOCitd cnkrprisL':-. 1 in whit:h the public were 
inlere ~tL: d, an opL'll and lll>L' r:d hand. \\ 'L, tru :-. t he will real­
ize hi :; hes t anticipatiun . ..; in rc tlllH·ing Lo Lll L' grt•:tt ci ty. 

Arrived in Chicag''• l\lr. l\Iorse lllad e a copartner­
ship with his brother .\lucrt, under th t: linn n:une of 

:\. . Morse and Cq. 
Here he rcnninul t'or liv e year,; , and Lh t: n retired 

from the finn and b egan a pro,p t:r: ling tour through­

out Iowa and Nelnaska, loo kin g fur the l>esl point 

to settle for the e'tahli;,lllucnl .,fa store t'or the lltly­
ing and sel ling of all kind s ot' ,; ra itl and lbx;,ced, and 
for the sale of agriniltur;il illtJiicltll'nls. The result 

of all this pro;,pe• tillt; tldenuin ctl hin1 ttJ settk in 

Corning, Adams county, Iowa. '!'he l,Jdore-nJen­
tioned Military Tr;lt k road became incurporated in­
to the Chicago, llurlii1gton and (lu incy rnad when it 

reac hed Burlington . Th t.: Burlingt on a nd Missouri 
River railway had com me nced lll iildi ng a road from 
J:urlingtun to the J\1 issouri rivn. ( '" nstrJtctiun trains 
alone were run O\Tr the road fron1 ,\ft on to Corning 

and wcstward at this time, stJ l\fr. l\l orse came to 

Corning upon a ti e train , and soon cOillllH:nced build­

ing a warehouse and residence. Corning at this time 
contained less than one hundred inhabitants. When 

this ware hou se and dwelling 11·ere but partly built 

Mr. Morse returned to Chicago for his family, this 

time th ere being a caboose atta ched to the freight 

train from Burlington to Corning. This was Mrs. 

1\!orse's secon d expniencc in th e frontier life of west­

ern civilization. Thi s was in !1l69. l\Tr.lV!orse's idea 
in settling IH:re was tl1at. thne ll' c re but 1·ery few in­

habitant s,. and h e d t: t:Jncd it ath·isable to ''pitch his 

t ent" in a country 11 ith a future lo it, there to live 

and share it s !;?;lOll in g prosperity . Th e natural pre­
se ntment and surroundings of Corning were all that 

co uld be d es ir.: d. lli s aJ,ility to judge of its futme 
was le;mled i11 his j>ionecr lik i11 lllinuis. By tht: 

strictest allt:i\lion t" hil sinc .", ri,;id t:<'<>llOllly, and 
the self-saniflt'ing vxenions uf hi;, wife, our young 
merc hant laid the fonndatiun of his future lucrat ive 

i.Jusin ess. As then: were no sch oo ls in Corning to 

which Mrs. l\1orse could send her children, she de­

termined to OlJen a school in a parl of he r husband's 

.. ·• ·'1 

i 

' .' '~ 

· l 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

·----

544 TilE UNJTED STATES BJOGRAI'HJCAL DJCTJONARr. 

w3reroom. This school the lady conducted for a 

year, at which time a grammar school had been in­
stituted, the res11lt nf Mr. Morse's persistent efforts 

in this direction. Here J\!rs. Morse was induced to 

teach, and at the same time raise the grade of the 

school, having done which the lady retired at the 
end of six months, and opened a private school at 
her own house, with fifty scholars, which she con­

ducted successfully, teaching the higher branches for 

two years. 
In a few years the yield of wheat and other grains 

began to be bountiful. By the strictest adherence 
to fair dealing with the farmers, Mr. l\1orse has llllilt 

up for himself a large business. In 1876 the coun­
ties of Montgomery and Adams conjointly sent nne 
representative to the general assembly of the state. 
The choice of nominee for this campaign belonged 

to Adams county, and, nnknoll'n to him, his fanner 
friends had determined to place their interests in his 
hands, and therefore nominated and elected him to 
the sixteenth general assembly of lol\'a. During this 

session the state was redistricted, and Adams and 
Montgomery countie;; were e~ch to send a delegate 

to the general assemblv . In 186g Mr. Morse was 
again nominated for delt'g:1.te, this time recei,·ing 

forty-three out of fifty-three votes on the first hal lot, 
and was elected in October, 1877, hy two hundrvd 

and twenty votes, a very large majority. Mr. Morse 

is one of the most trustworthy of representatives. 
His larg,· business concerns bring him continuously 
in contac t with agricultural interests, whose wants he 

fully und erstands, and is very active in fnrthering 

their interests by wise and wholesome legislation. 
Hut every sunshine has its shadow. The hand of 

death has dealt heavily with this family. They have 

lost tll'o sons and one daughter by scarlet fever, and 
one boy, fourteen, who, having first passed a very 
surcessful examination for admission into the high 
school of Chic~go, was drowned while bathing in 
I .ake Michigan near Douglass Grove. They, have 
now two sons and two daughters living. 

l\Ir. 1\!orsc has now a very large business built up 
upon the sure foundation of fair dealing with all 
11lt'n. He is essentially the arbiter of his own good 

fortunes, and worthily hears an irreproachable char­
acter, not only among his fellow-townsmen, who now 
number ne:nly two thousand, but throughout Adams 
and adjoining counties. 

He was educated and brought up an Episcopalian. 
He was origin~lly a whig in politics, and deposited 

his maiden vote for (~eneral Taylor. Subsequently 

he adopted the republican creed and voted for J. C. 
Fremont, and has ever since been a strict adherent 
to the fortunes of the republican party. 

REV. CHARLES' E. BROWN, 

T HE subject of this sk etch, now representing 
Howard county in the gt·ncral assembly, w:1s 

born in Augusta, Oneida county, New York, on the 

23tl of Fehnl<lf)'. t R 1 .I· 11 e was the son of a Baptist 
minister, Rn·. l'hilip 1' . 1\ro\\·n, who was a pioneer 

in central New York, and "·ho died in September, 
1876, at the age of eighty-six ye~rs . The maiden 
name of Charlt's's mother w~ s Betsy Dickey, a de­
scendant of the Dickeys who with other Scotch" 
Irish emigrants settled in I .<>ndondcrry, in southern 
New !IamJ>'hirc, more th :111 two I\IIIHirccl ye~rs a~o. 

Philip I'. Brown moved to Smithiield, 1\ladison 

county, in 1814, and there the subject of this brief 
sketch lived on a farm until eighteen or ninet~t'n 
years of age. Subsequently he took a scientilic 

course in Madison' UniYersity; graduated from the 

theologiral department of that institution in 1838; 
preached four years at . Norway and Warren, Herki-

mer county, and in May, 1842 , crossed the Missis­
sippi rin·r, and since that date, with the exception 
of a few years, has made Iowa his home. He organ­
i?.ed a church ne~r !IIaquoketa, Jackson county; 
soon after uecamc pastor of the Baptist churches at 

lla\enport and Rock Island, with his residence at 
the fonner place; a little later was pastor at LeClaire, 
Sent t county, and .Mafjuoketa; in 185 7 removed to 
\'ern on Springs, and Howard county has been his 
home most of the time since that date, he holding 
:1 p:~stnratt· nntil tH7!i. I !c removed from Vernon 
Springs tu l.ime Springs in 187o. He was the first 
superintt'ndent of schools in Howard county, and 
was nn the county hoard of supervisors one term. 

Early in 1865 flfr. llrow'' became chaplain of the 
3d regiment l.Tnited States Heavy Artillery, Colonel 

Kappner, commander, stationed at Memphis, Ten­

nessee, serving one year. 
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Name: George A Morse 

Birth Year: abt 1828 
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Birthplace: Massachusetts 

Home in 1870: Quincy, Adams, Iowa 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

Value of real View image 
estate: 

Post Office: Corning 

Household Name Age 
Members: George A Morse 42 

Caroline Morse 42 
Carrie Morse 11 
Albert Morse 8 
Charles Morse 7 
Lizzie Morse 1 
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You searched for George A. Morse in Iowa 

Contact Us: 1-80()-ANCESTRY 

Name: George A. Morse 

Home in 1880: Corning, Adams, Iowa 

Age: 52 
Estimated Birth abt 1828 

Year: 

Birthplace: Massachusetts 

Relation to Head Self (Head) 
of Household: 

Spouse's Name: Caroline Morse 

Father's Massachusetts 
birthplace: 

Mother's Massachusetts 
birthplace: 

Neighbors: View others on Qage 

Occupation; Grain Dealer 

Marital Status: Married 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

~annat read wnte: 
Blind: View image 

Deaf and dumb: 

0J/J~I;~Jff 
Idiotic or 

1nsane: 
Household Name Age 
Members : George A. Morse 52 

Caroline Morse 52 
Albert Morse 18 
Charles Morse 17 
Lizzie Morse 11 

Source Citation: Year: 1880; Census Place: Corning, Adams, Iowa; Roll: 325; 
Family History Film: 1254325; Page: 1558; Enumeratmn 01strict: 10; Image: 0314. 
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conditions applicable to this site. 
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T9, 1,454 rolls). Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29. National 
Archives, washington, D.C. 

Description: 
This database is an index to 50 million individuals enumerated in the 1880 United 
States Federal Census. Census takers recorded many details including each person's 
name, address, occupation, relationship to the head of household, race, sex, age at 
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