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I'mn'mudu'l Dally,

“Ri-W, Doyd,: Faq., ol' Eddyvllle, s al-
tending court.

‘W, Huduly, uf Ed:lgtllle. was Iu
thc city loday,~———-——~—~

A" little ~tonch * of winter and the
“Beantifal Snow” hisa come at Inst.

- Gilmore's packinglhouse, Rock Illnnd
-, bumedjyu'erdny. e I.au,[i% 000
Iluunnce $10,700. 1

Judgs H,.O. Obrt, sn old and well
kngwn resident ot Barlington, dled on
thie 5tix inst., aged G3.
_Thrtwd'nly-tbnd—annml-mullng-o—
. [the Towa Horticultural wl]l be held' in

ad

DIED: "

Dxxou—u 10 higutr attec” 10 bcloct '

p,m;, Jauuar 1, 1889, at hla'home fn

* this city, *suddenly - passed away, of

. heart d lma, the I{on. J.-W. Dixon,

_He_ was a prominent citizsn of thirty-
two yenrs reeidencoamong s, save & Lwo
years' resldence In Des Moines during
that time,  He ‘was ont aboul the city,
apparently in his nsual benlth on New
Year's duy.-

' The deceased was born in New Lssl.le
connly, Delaware, Dec. 25th, 1832, and
came to this city in February, 1856, He
was an attendant at the State nod National
law school of Poughlkeepsie. N, Y., where
he gradaated in 1856, Hu was chuson

e Molnes, Jan. 15 17,
ish Tilliog, s member of Oo.

~ .Jows Cavslry, dled at the So'ld.lm

Home Batarday last, aged 57,

_We understand that John Dummler

has sold  his ;Fourth street remidence to

Jobn Gray and proposes to leave town,

Rev, U. R. Walton has been appolnted
by the Baptist church tojdo mission work
fu thecity, ‘Helis n good:mul for the
place.;

A._ B. Keith, formerly editor of the
Dennison Bulletin, is now city, editor of
the Des Moines Leader and getsup s ;ood
local page.

W. H. H.JAsbury has resigned h:s
place as a memberfotfthe Soldiers Relief
Commsnssion snd L. M, Godley was todag
appoiated to fill the place.

(\fficers raided the Blackstone Houu.
Oskalooss, Saturday night, for gamblers,
prostitutes and liguor, and very naturally
found them all together and took them
in.

Dr. A. O, Willlams wans today re:
nlacred county physician; Pat Brady,
overseer of the poor for Center township,
and Dan  Harter, J,lllltof Fat ;the court
honse. .

Esquires Blckley and Riordan, and
Constables Kinog and MoKaig have been
(Adly toitiated and are now ready for any
sort of business Infthair line They all
¥ buu bmlly engaged In l:onu
. Amﬂﬁa‘m
into st Nevinville. James Btewart,
Walter Towne and James Reeves are
‘| under nrrest and nine watches and revol-
vers atolen have, been recovered atiSlew-
e g8|P88 fowa Territorial and State

A crayon portrait man, who furnlsh
life sized likonesses for £1.00, han been

s e de N e Tl

—- e m ™

State Se from this—county -ir-18615
was secretary of the [Btate Senaté during
the winter of 1865-G6, and was elected,
from this county, to -the Lower House of
the Yowa General Assembly in 1875, and
again re elected. - He .was ‘ex- Governor
Gear's opponent for Speaker of the
House in & memorable” enntest which
lasted nearly or quite twn weeks, the
Houee belng in a deadlock.

The deceased was a very telented map,
He was a lawyer by profession, bt our
observation of his Jife leads us to believe
that his professlon was never congenial to
his tastes, He had maoy very warm
frionds who-will -linger- with - tenderness
about his open grave., An estimable
wifa and two talented! and lovable
daughters survivs him,: 8
Fragr—At Datavis, Tows, Dec. 10th,
« 1888, Mrs, Elizsbeth Fisher, in hsr

T7th’ year,

Bhe was bronght up in easlorn Ohio,
her maiden name Davideon.  Her firat
husband, John R, Wallace, died in 1844
Of her four children oneeon died in the
army and one son and one davughter sur-
vive ber. In 1853 ehe married Joseph
Fisher, coming with him to fowa in 185
Tﬁay reslded for soms years nesr Mer-

sburg and moved to Batavia in 1874,
Mrs, Fisher was an este2med member of
the Presbyterian church. Many friends
will mias her and will siocerely aympa.
thizs with the bereaved bnauand
" KeNT—At his home in Adama town-

ahip of heart dincase, January 6th at 4
Lp m., John Kent, aged 73 yuru

Mr, Kent eal a hearty diiiner:
[ his usual good health and had aleppﬂ!
out Into the froot yard to feed the chick-
ens, o a few mioutes after he was fonnd
desd by oneof Lis little grand children

spected citizen; honest anid ,uptight in
bis dealings witu his fellow men, and hia

“\‘.
w—\L.—\L.-{.-ow presented thn mnlter for

7. | tion,

s iatorssBbeotion Bdmpiledday Molunlegrs.andhstafi,atitbe. Siatedd ﬁtﬁmﬁmﬁo

'ﬂ!ﬂ OI‘E‘Y OOU'IIOII; r

i

stmtuhun Out’ sm- !lnot; tn mul.h Ot~

tumwa and Pass & Bnow Ordinance. .

“"Ths city couneil faet Monday evening,
the firat regular session of 1880, . Present
-Mayor, Solicitor, Clerk, Aldermen
Blake, Burgess, Bohe, Gibbon, Fftssy,|
Ftussell, Van: Gent, Wilson, Keybos,
Bowles and Pickler. !

Iipsey-prefented a plat for an addition
laid ¢ff by 1laungh Curta; who desired the
council to approve tho same apd accept
the streets and aileys laid cut.

‘ Referred to thestreetcommittem
| Mra,_Eila Battermore, of Davis county,
presented a claim against the City ‘for
$2,000 for damages received -by her fall-
ing off the bridge abutment the evening|
of Nov, 27th - Rcferred to clalms com-
mittee,

A 3eed was presented” from Caray In-]
skeep for G- feet off the eouth side of lot
23, Taylor & Williama' additinn,for street
purposca, Tleferred to street commiltee,

.G Ballingall prescuted a petition,
aking for permission toferect a tempo-
rary frame buildisg =ith iron sheathiog,
for a lunch hou-c ::, Lls outlot near lhe
oew depot. .

Blake moved tn Juy on the table, as it
would'be a vinlation of tho ordinance on
fire limita..- LS,

Ballingall, and naed that Ballingall had
no idea but that the council woull graat
this privilege.’ . Tho rallroads did not
object to ik, The;building would be re-
maved in"elghl or ten months at farthes*,
Ballingall had zontracted for the build
ing and had paid £200 on it, and it was
doing = great injastica tn him o now
deny him this privilege.’

Burgesd thoujrht the petition ought not
to balaid on tha tahle withont iovestige-
. Sueh privileges had been granted
heretofore, and if adjacent property.
ownera dul not olhject he weuld favor
granting the prayer of the petition, He
mnved itsireferenco Lo the fire commitiee
anid Ulako ngreed to the! motien.

Bowlesimored that the petitlon be re-
jeeted, Sccouded by Wilson,

An aye nnd nayjvote was demanded
by Durgess, mnd the vole stood ns follows:

TeA —IVRLT, et Roreeth Al Hson
- by

Nays—DBurgess, Bohe, 1linsey, Kerhoe,
Pickler, Van Gent, Gibbona—7.

The motlon torefor to the fire commit-

The petition of W. B, Smith was pre-

od 19 recommend to the lowa State Fair

cietiofblowa luibsary.es Moings. Joua

—

shd ndopled. "Ayes 7, nays 4. Dlake,

| Gibbons, Pickler hnd Van'Gen!: ‘voling
no,
Dow’es brought up the qlmlloh of the
removal of the fence of the base ballelob
on the Sonth Side, .
vote by which it was ordered removed.
Beconded by Bowles..

considered,

- On Hinsey’s motiou the resolution was
then laid on the table by a unaninoua
Tole,——

Park near the new-school ground was re-
ferred to the etreet committee,

Keyhoe brooght uvp the matter of a
dangerous sidewalk in troot of the prop-
erty of .. Cooper on North Court
atrest,
was generslly sgreed thatif the walk was
not repaired, to pass n'resolution at next
meetiog crdering s new walk.

The council then adjourned. -

WAPELLO COUNTY AGKICULTURBAL
BOCIETY-DIKKCTORS' MEETING,

" The board of directors et at Secrefary
Manniog’s cffice, over the postoffice; at
10 o'clock “ Japuars 4 h, Present, E
Jobnson, J W Garner, T D Foater, Geo
| Z Cowan, S E Adler, H I, Hedrick, Wam
Kraoer, John {Fullen, I, & ‘«hrpard W
H Bo«lnn, F WV Simmona.

Mr. Jubn Fullen was called to the
chair.

Secretary Manning presented scme
roatine business, allowsnce of bills, &e.
Vice President Newell csme in ard
took the chair.

J. W. Girgerand W, H. Bwion were
elected members of the executive com-
mittes, the third member was referred to
the next meeting of the board.

The secretary was anthorizad to sttend
the state board meeting of 1he sgricalk
tural society at I)es Moines pext week,
the 9th.°

Measra. Adler, Hedrick and Simmons
wersappointed a commiltee to check up
the treasurer's account for the past year.
Tae secratary then snbaitted a report
on speed program and the result of the
conference at Creslon, and was authoriz-

Circuit the same purses. <. 17 this can
ba accomplished tomwa will be the
central poin: for the two great Inwa
clrcuits,

supetiatendenta f.r the coming year:

Keyhoe moved a reconsideration of the 3

__The_repair 2f-the—street-in-Highland |,

~ The motion was_put anil the vole re- |*

-

e

Alter considerable diecu;-qion it]-

MDD e A L e e e

1cmul with n ruttable plat, for the vacs-

deing Ovkalooss,  He took orders agd

puddes drath crnasy nv.nﬂ.nml'

srrow | .

r

Horses—1. 5 Shepard - anivant, 3 Z
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in 1856, was Miss Elma Coffin, a daughter of Thomas C. Coffin, one of the early
settlers and builders of Ottumwa, a native of Ohio, and a scion of the famous
whalers and sea voyagers of Nantucket, Massachusetts. She and the daughters
are the faithful comforters of the Major’s declining years.

Hamilton was, in many respects, different from his legal partner, for Williams

was ordinarily mild and undemonstrative, while Hamilton was very demonstrative

' ‘and emphatic in both speech and action, and carried a good deal of vim, sometimes
- mingled with vinegar, into what he did and said. He was very positive in character,
~ a little dictatorial and somewhat irascible. I thought the Major had some faults,
~ and he had the same opinion of me. We differed materially along certain lines not
now necessary to mention. The sometimes spirited interchange of our mutual opin-
“jons bred mutual asperities. But I can do him justice all the same, and have
‘2:\ endeavored to in this brief portrayal. . Besides, the assuaging hand of time has long
since effaced and blotted out those asperities, and all the unkind words that were
spoken, as effectually as was the blasphemous cath of Uncle Toby (as related by
+ Sterne in the story of Le Fevre) which the accusing spirit bore up to Heaven's
= chancery. and handed in, and upon which, the Recording Angel, as he wrote it

; down dropped a tear and blotted it ott forever.

Jacob W. Dixon was born in New Castle County, Delaware, in 1832. His
-'-"'.‘y father was James Dixon, a prominent man of affairs. His mother was a Heald,
g :ﬁ ‘a prominent Quaker family of Chester County, Pennsylvania, whose ancestors came
“with and belonged to the colony of William Penn. He received his preliminary
.--%F'QJucaﬁon at the public schools, and at the Academy of the noted Milton Durnal at
Unionville, Pennsylvania. He taught school one season and then entered the Na-
~ 'tional Law School of Poughkeepsie, New York, where he remained two years and
s ﬁ'om which he was graduated with honors. He came to Ottumwa in 1855. In =
1856 he married Miss Sarah Ann Vernon, whose ancestors were also Quakers,
belongmg to the Penn colony. For a period Mr. Dixon and myself were law
,,‘_pa.rtners in Ottumwa.

J. W. Dixon was, in many respects, one of the ablest men I have ever known.

He had a highly philosophical mind, quick of discernment and inclined to abstruse

‘investigation. He was fond of the natural sciences, took great interest in geology

and had a good deal of astronomical knowledge. He was a cogent reasoner, and

- a clear, concise speaker. He was powerful in denunciation and convincing in argu-

- ment. He was stubborn in his opinion when once formed, combative, and always

a formidable antagonist in any dialectic struggle. Notwithstanding his determined

character, he was, nevertheless, a natural diplomat of the first order, and had the

' ' opportunity been given, he would have distinguished himself by his diplomatic skill

“" in any court of Europe, and been able ta successfully untangle, if the subject were
~ capable of it, the most difficult problems of international affairs.

b . __Sourcé: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Histonj_c_; a Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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But with all these gifts, he did not become a great lawyer, nor even uf:ire to;
for the simple reason that while he liked some of its lines, as a whole ke did not
like the pursuit, and did not apply himself to it with that continuity necessary to
exalted success. Va

In the outset he had been a Republican and an ardent advocate of John C.
Freemont, for whose wife his first daughter, Jessie Benton, was named. He was
no less ardent for Abraham Lincoln. In the first year of the war he was elected
State Senator on the Republican ticket. Wapello had been one of the banner
Democratic counties of the State, and he was the first Republican elected to the
Legislature from that County. Both of the House members elected, Joseph H.
Flint and Thomas D. McGlothlin, were Democrats. He served as Senator in the
Ninth and Tenth General Assemblies, and was a leader in both of those bodies.

In 1873, from various causes, he had become dissatisfied with the management
and some of the policies of the Republican Party in the State, and was nominated
and elected on the Independent ticket as the Representative of Wapello County in
the House of the Fifteenth General Assembly, which convened on the Twelfth of
January, 1874. The fact that he was elected by the Independents and Democrats
as a candidate for Speaker of the House against John H. Gear, indicates the high
estimate placed upon his abilities; and the length of that memorable contest, and the
strength which Dixon developed, justified the selection, for he commanded strength
enough against his Republican opponent to withhold the result, which it was thought
at first would be soon and easily gained, on the tie vote of fifty against fifty, for a
long period. The House stood, fifty straight Republicans; forty-six Independents;
four straight Democrats, the contest finally endipg in the election of Mr. Gear. In
the fall of 1875 he was again nominated and elected to the House of the Sixteenth
General Assembly, which convened on January 10, 1876. In both of these Legis-
latures he had a prominent place on the most important committees, and was a fore-
most and influential member.

By thus suffering himself to be the candidate of the Independents and fusionists,
opposed to the regular nominees of the Republican Party, his political hold on it
became loosened, and he lost that caste necessary to an aspirant within its folds.
But he maintained from beginning to end, and with that unconquerable will for
which he was distinguished, the correctness of the position he had taken.

He continued to be an independent Republican, but the political mantle was so
loosened and public policies and men became so changed that he took thenceforth
but little active interest in politics, and in a little more than a decade suddenly died
at his home in Ottumwa. Thus passed in his prime one of the strongest characters
and one of the ablest men Iowa has produced.

His life had been a fitful one. He had suffered sorrows and disappointments
on the way. In the early years he and his wife were left childless by the sudden
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death of their two oldest children, and not many years after, he received an injury
to his knee, followed by blood poisoning, and for months lingered between life and
death, attended by the highest surgeons that could be obtained in that part of the
State, suffering such intense agony that the administration of opiates was almost
constantly required. At the end of a year he was able to leave his room on crutches,
but the final result was a stiff knee, which seriously interfered with his locomotion and
ability to exercise, and made him a partial cripple for the remainder of his days.
Politically, he failed to reach the highest points his early career presaged, and which
he undoubtedly would have reached if he had not faltered in party allegiance. But
he bore all these with calm philosophy; and I have often heard him repeat the lines
of Pope:

3 All nature is but art, unknown to thee;
All chance, direction, which thou canst not see;
All discord, harmony, not understood;
All partial evil, universal good;
~ And spite of pride, in erring reason's spite,
One truth is clear, Whatever is, is right.

He was an incessant reader, and this was the solace of his later years. He
was fond of history and books of travels..and of novelists who graphically describe
human traits and social conditions as they really are. Of these, Dickens was his
especial favorite, and on the wall by the side of his bed, hung a framed portrait of
that author. He was kind hearted, indulgent, forgiving, and while intense in con-
test, cherished no malice, and took real pleasure in doing a favor. A fine sense of
humor, a glow of animal spirits, coupled with natural refinement, were a part of his
bemg He was a free thinker in religion, broad in his views respecting public
policies, and had but little faith in severe sumptuary laws that are more honored in

 the breach than in the observance.

In personal appearance, Mr. Dixon was somewhat striking. He had regular
features, a resolute expression, a noble and expansive brow, a well-rounded figure.

Homer Thrall and John A. Johnson must have come to Ottumwa about the
same time, in 1855. They were both there when I came. Mr. Thrall was a
brother of Dr. Seneca B. Thrall, who is lovingly remembered by all those living
during his time. Homer Thrall was a partner of J. W. Dixon, under the firm
name of Dixon & Thrall. He remained in Ottumwa but a short time, returning
to Ohio in 1858.

John A. Johnson was a Kentuckian and came to Ottumwa in 1854. He was
a large, fine looking man, rather pompous in manner, and as I thought, rather brow-
beating. This last impression I received at the very outset of my career as a young
lawyer, for in one of my first cases before a Justice of the Peace, Johnson was on
the other side, and as I conceived, endeavored to intimidate me by the superiority

of his learning and his aggressive bearing. But I later came to know that, not-

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Histori

iety of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.





