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fJ BIRD, ~AJ.UD IfOM.~. ,: 
- ~. f- ' ; " ~ 
~e-Rll1 Ila,1' irus:a8 Dr..tll O·t. ~II~J. · \ 'u, eae!:. · ~.~~aJ.4.tA. 
'I t la, Colorid' I_ "Ik~t~b tr 11\8 lar "'I'-A., .a .... N, ' 

It. aad "ea. trIon' .,Ife D' d,.-'A c,;hd .1, , . ' 0.. II..... ,.--r !I'aa lito- at', , ' 

~Dl<b. , ..... fte:soreL t' nion~ks f iIIuJ, illu,ou. 

~1Dr.olD, ~e), . , of the llmplioD, I ('On. Eu,gdno llirch:t.rtl ui~d ut 
I ntillry there of ORC' is home i~ Plcusa,~t :'"aUey tow ship itt 
: I) wag' wdl-kuo\.ni. .to o'clock Saturoay m' ~)rn ng. In h g denth 
: Iy " few ye ... ago" I.,~ <,ounty l~. one ~f ism )st I'r+ ninent, 
c frOl~"1'illP. county at- . ItJ1.Cns. \ ,~ '\. ', ' . 
:i ttl" harvClltors anu ' ~Ir. lli \chqftl was hr.rn June Ill, 18,39, au 

fJ r f n. 'Vhen Chiet' I 'e rcry ~.ru\ on " ~ hi~h I c uieu- in 'a log 
• , ,e ,hu'} a aespe.,.te louse su Ii 'lis the I',lme 'r settlers er<'Cteu 
}<" 0 f~trect ~me ... 1uY- . ~vr .lh e ir InJt ~llOmC! h~rc . Ie Wll!:l tl;c ron 
'u e yenr hefore th,t,' of iT .iJel 'A,'! llirc\, • .lil, ~. h" s.tlleu i,r 
l:ill WIL,g 1t[ursllUl, he ' Pleasant \~I\lfcy in J~:~U. ,,, ho family is of 
11 1 ',til ithc scouudr!~1. the ~I){)tl 011 Puritan l ~irt· a u stock which 

II rl' Ie ttl" . reg ioni " y \1 1'" f' \ crni!:!fIi t(!U €rAm Nc\\' . :nj 1hu to Penns. vI· 
;n, nUll !\\cnl iutn the~ ~'n.niH. (n:cr '" jlmudrcd \yc r~ I\g~ . E~gcn(: 
1f!. territories, IUlll got ' iDnclihrd WIL;' rc~rct.1 i1~ tll s counlY-IJ OVCI' 
r I () went. At ll\~t he I

t
:lIl :\ home ~nYWhC~C\r t St\ III .hi~ Y(;\ltll 

~ ;:\nmucl Arnoltl:, l ~ ~'~ c ~ir~d 19$ CllUCtlt~rl : t J o ~nl>!l.r( l , l ~ ni . 
i t' tot-p:ul IlIltl rol,ln', . · crsll) I UI~l(\flmrg, II1i'! I 1\1 cl \\ Iu:u be rc­
JW ('S(' tt.pes. Once he' ,tum< d h !ltl1c ifrom tl~l\ j ll !::f it I t~I..'n ho ,:id­
! r1 ,hl shout-ler hy an tl ed down ! b) . III ~ \\ f: th r ~ culling, 

h 'attem pt ed to rob tl.Hlt of n r;lnner. ,In.l hi 'oung' m l\n· 
I p cc{l In 1\ h()~ pit:ll hoood h.c ~ nl\rrieJ }li!:l. kittle Dpn-: 
CC!l 1 c "cry low~ HtHI ~hJ.~n~l J; Il lm* hter of '~!lll cs \ Donah1s~n! 
e'" fo'r two 01' ~hrcc ~hom p~e hl\i~ know~l ~ron .inft\lH')~ ' . lI e 
.C ' as to be tri (:d aM hllc(l ~hio OI'ICCS 01 tA~~"ll IIp clerk ,nnl~ 
ecm~ry, Onc I~ ight ! township trustee BCYCm) Y '!l1'IJ. lIe h~k 
:ht I ~ w,," scnrcly nt,le nn "etive iulerest in 1\\1 I enl 'l\ ttt~rs of 
!lfell from the hospitlll lmportnncc'-: UCCI\I1,C ~ m mhcr ot the 
,Iu vcr find out--and ::-leott County :Agricu1tu~"1 f ociely, nnd Il,· 

,oruu nil en1!,ts for tho prol otiou of ugri. 
cultur~ niH] 'nlprOVem~Dt f Ih'o stock . 

{ain }y public Buthori­

r . . Octob~ r! when hc 
dvill , with \ t~o pnl!', 
lIen on anll Willian! 

IK«: nt \ work on n B tllg~ 
to Lc:u.lvillc lUll' 

rr'om 11(': town . . It i ~ 

. ", 
lIe hccame tt\.tllchc(l tQ tl 0 ])Cnlncrntk 

l)I\rty 011 rcnc1!i n~ hi~ ~\njii tY, Ill,ld hnl1 
great lIlf1ucnrc In Itt:l 't Cot 1 ~~ elS III the 
t:ountY - l\lul ,t. heu that ;amrtp ullited with 
the Lihcm1 ] ~puhli eal~~ 1\11\ t' l\IIIt.' into 

... 

\ , ; \ ! 
. ~ 1,1 ' 

, "l~~F.lm SCIIOOI, 

T~O"'I~ \ L~D .. ort w~o~a.1 -ID~r~~~.c Letter fro_ r 
• , , I 1 . 

. rle~. O]L Loa!. .. rloDeer , ' . ' rr In D&,·e-Dport. :. ! . ' 
1 ,,', 1 , _ \ 
! . : 1 , , , 

An ii.ter~\ing meeting of tbe 
s<'Ction of,tliil Acauemy was lit 
cvcning', Tfl~' carty school!l of I 
such u.s Ihose\ tuught bi Dr. In" 
PdalUurguc~,\ J antes Thoringt 
neer Eat!,., or:st. Jf uis bnugo n 

sippt jetties : fame,: fonne>! \ th 
topic, and tiro follo'wincr . : 

~ ~ \ . 0 , 

J.1I.ljl!:1t. f.~nt>y l"ltot', TIC 
onit. Loui s, ~\lC Hoted Q.strol1011l 

tcorologist, ,i~s rcn.): 
. t:!'iltJN : ilo.'riHn Co" Iowa, Df'I , '. 

lr, ]I.,Il·ralt, l1)tlCcnporl, [ Qtr(l: 
DE.msm:w .yo~rs of tho 19 

forwnrdcd to \ ~n<l eachcd rno h, 
sorry that owi~g h the long t i 
sInce my re8,ilcneQ in your cily 
10 futni sh YOu: Lutl few <I.ta tl 
y.luablo tor tlio ol/jcel you hay, 
1 tllught for 's~x months, comD 
'May, It'4'..!, nhH I;'nding ahout 
December, wli~n t lrrt for St. L, 
I have Tcsitlc(( cver since. Tho 
pupils I h:ul IP: rhnrgt! yarien 
;31 or ;l'!. Nol ~8.Il\ri('s were p~i 
tuitIOn t ces w~rc charged. 1 clu 
uollnp; per l}u~t'tcr per SC'bolar. 
Inrs tor two. ',1 eannnt recall! 
taot (lute the )1:\me 61' B. smgle 
11n(l my I1\CIlIO)'Y i~ r'1ual1y trclil 
to tho llnllH':t of pupils that a t 
public sr.iHlol 1 ~t ~t. Loui~, Ot 
nUlllCS of :.100 ; or 500 tl'sc hr.rs 
C!II\TbC duriD~ \ the hn,l\·o yC!\rs 
pcr.il1teut1eu t or PUlllic ~hoo 
city; I now on:1y know the U:il\ 

pIts tlnu trl\chers who h!\Vl! kept 
lpltlintnncll with~ me cn'r sine-t' 

Dnv('I\I,ort :\1: .thnt time hnd , , 
wcnccll. ;-\l\t..l hatl tx-('n Lnlk, 
prnirie north of\ Duck Cn...'<lk. a 
tho Bummer ft. fd~ sTUall fr&ru~ 
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~peareJ from thu hospital lTliportun~c~uccnll'o ~ ~l) mller l 01 t1~o "U~lI~ In:lIl1lli \ +H ''''I. JNUII'I, 

pould vcr lind out-aad ::\eOII p.ountY'iA.gric~lIU~.1 ' ocicty, Bud', t'Il' nu\l'c~ of aoo or ~uo teach 
.ragain, , '1 nnb\ie authori. vored., ll ct,n!.!,., ror the tOI oliou of Il~i. e!l&rgp during i Ibo twelve y" ,.- o· pe';iu~cu,lcnt 9f PUl>lic Hel 
h of I.st octojr, when ho culture .nd \f'lprovem ~ t ,r live .tcjck: city; I now only know the , 
Lcadvill , with t-ro p'I~, lIe hecamo aUaehell tl/ tl e Democratic pll~ and tenchel-$ who have k 
lJ' len' on an ,! William party (>n , rcac!)ing 'his '~lnj ity, awl hnt! : <I u~intanco wit ~j me ev;r sin, 
ul.ngcnt w()r~ on n sla'g1 great ' mfiucncb' ~ in its 1\ COt I ~ds in the : Davcl1'po:t t\t\ ;that tlmo L 

~ , • '1 I' . , . : meneell. Sod \ntl. !>een IJ. 
ng ,to LcaUville UPj "ount~:-nll(l " hen I!lat r" r uU.ltCll ~lth ' prairie north of puck Croo~ 
Ie. ~"om h. town ., It i. the Lweml l¢puhhcal\ lll'\ came >ntp the summcr a ~~J' sID.1I fra 
rp .s ne ot the gnn ' ,I ,:"er in 1ijj3, ~ Mr, Hil, ha l was clccted up on tbe hreul<jIllgs. Thero 
" I e .tch. in wh;ch M~ ,n em!>er of th, 15th d~.ncn Assemhly; ~ehl~ at three o~; tour places 
of ti,. CI y, Ims passen.i h sen-,ed his 'dostituent sp 'cll nnd hon' 'J::11 e , Btndy tlol ' tlhat, wer 
1 the intn ~es fork ovc"rj i 0 nu11 ~n tllat :i~~YI than t,,~ YCl1rs later two df three fn· ' \S just opcr 

' >c' I\"'I ~ ' t " easan a cli a >ovo thl 

,w days before thc .cts: h was re ;electcfl~ l>ecomih~ mcmher of ,were some rum. below tow. 
, nrrested ere performed. t ,0 IUtll Gener*1 Asscm~!y; i~ the I"Uoi : ~Olll ~ : A Mr. tHU~~s led a h. 
luvili.i s. s that the gang \Jody he servc~ on sOlllQi of be Illost im: , I~g 1lI , dug.out : In • cave 

1. I .! : !.: 'I. . \' nvct\ hend nhov~ l tmfn. Th 
, uy a etective .nnmeq portant CO,mJ~l~t.CCS-. a3~1 r 'CC l~VCU ~llC u0.llrOflUCC to scil nor nny 
red ioto a plnn wIth the", rann :hon ., of ISpeaker,! (n , Govcrn9~) gOlllg on. eonSc'l~elltir there 
oae!!.es in ne day; by th~ year ', tor th& I : munno~ , i which ' lie 'nnd lahor ond eV<rri!hmg el., 
l."reCdgniti n of thcql hy\ ~rrormcJ. His ¢ohlmittcq1tlut ~.' A.ftcrhis store lnl.crs.~,~ptlOr fees 
'passcrlgc 8 for tho pur- f~thcr's !lcut,h ,J~lr,nurcllr llrd JCcnmc 'I)OS- wero ltuUldatcd in th~ S!lm6 , I' I co templatcd: w)len I 
: ~lve'8 1'1(; worked well, .essor'qf tho hrlllos tead !'arm allll entcred take DI venport arid Hock I 
(ank wcre , corNIfIed an~l into his PursUit \stillnlliro en les!lv. uJ returll lIte,. but !I tlntl it wi 
, tr.d cam oll on 'lhe GUI 'I' 8ucceede<l to t,ile Altl'll v:fr'"llcy ill tI;C pres· ble. ~ WIll return !tolno by 

I II tn' Illey "'cre illeney ot til" ScJtt cO,\"ly "riculturul I b:l'\"o ppotntmdhl. ilhcatl :e . iI 0, lJ " , ~ , If , ~ , at Eldo:t. I wilt most pr 
ht yClIl'l\ onlinement fit society ill 187~, nn,l wus ;ple',t.c president way of urlin"wtilwhen I ni 

e pcnt~cnti ry at Lincoln. of .that soddy in 1B79 and 1877, Of , It is ,Job,hlo trat 'my n: 
'C'shlG nca O.'tltcr Point Cl)Ursc he W!L'I ! vcry dnci~.nt ill th:~t posi- lie ~ctrc$l~.cd hy c9nvening 

. . : ' " l ' II dents. shoulu thefu bo any 
,m-"ry,cl it 1'" Itkely t""1 \,Oll; " , :1 thousnOlH I hovo met 8i 
tirst ihloJj. cnce ,,1' their Uut the timc came wheu hi lllfinhood :only olJljtpr:M<1 f~e. but n 
.::ciyctl in t ltl\st thrc~ istrength go.v?,i,,·ay, thro~klt lot g . trouule : ~lell\ory \ YO'-:lrs truly, 
yc.n1'R of ~g ,and W:iS i~\ ' wi:th hi s lun~~. In flll! ;) fll ll . t87l::S he : . \ i . .1. I JOJ 
n Hied lor he crime fa' went to Colomdo ror relief nn. curr, rc- i , Prof: :.\:i~'e onrc ~:\\Ight i. 
,11'.,rs i u Ihe )Ion itcntillry.: turn ing Il\~t J :~lIr. feci inffP 'ottcr lIml ' vcry, )In I \ fralli

l
·e Illi i \1 Ii Il~ on r'roo 

-~--+-:-,-- i hopeful. It '\\'I\,q eVlde~t to h" fricn,!. of Perr" ,lle"r the site of' D 
those fiuo 'heviot i'hirt· t I " . ,: ' \Jhi hakerv . ', : ' . . oY(cf"cr, t Il\t~ Jl1S' cours,c 1 wn8 n arly run. · I . ~ 

ed nt Fishc 's Shirt l"uc- · " M . Alt' I N·l .1 I' 
1 few weeks ;! ugo he hl~sclf en \c to the ; ' rs. .(f!I~) :\I\\I('~ uC IJ,: 

M finc' (\ s .k 1\S ran he , n, ~lusio.n th'i" t his CUll w\}s nc~r, \1\ 11 m:Hlc todelll ' ~ct! tion . hy :~; (lcpositi 
"rom" aUll III '.\' HI'(l chell I', ~ r.·)IIII,I,'lc· "1' f t' n \ I¥rCpllrnttOHS ,or the ·grcflt Clillil .'c, And'''' . . ~ ] C 1I Ile lvel 

kid Hultou , hocl'l, 1111!luel­
f hin~ f\)T wlnt~ l: wcar, .flt 

. ~ 'V. 2t.l lit. \ 

)~r~:':S for n eh istmtls pres­
CU·l'TEH·~. 

-\--. 1 
n \'cry ch~gf\n . assortment 
.I~ ill S~1iJ Hil 'cr 110(1 Sil­
e at Kircher & Uorken':;; 

so, nt tho tim't. Ila~cd nbdyc, hc (lcd. lIe from 113·11 t,) t t:lG~-~thc p:-Al 

I f .III " I I 'l hy her hU8utllld, who was ( ca '08 '(\ WI c;u~ lr~c ( aug lLors nlll SOli, nil 
the chihlrcn

1 
bcipg in l\icir tee s except L'lort"::I mO:-lt honorcti jcn ll~JI ' 

,ho young'cr \R."lhlcr, \\'1\0 ' is t< Ill' year,q 'I,'ln: .;'00 •• 0.' I 
oltlJ ,1 \ :: . 

'r ,he funeral will take pl~~cc next ]'1()11;I~y ' . 4---
furc'noon~ " tid'vices at t1lc :\rlun ily ~shlcllbr. lVbt"rt' : It MI~~' Be 
IlL 11 o·clock. Hc\,. S. S, ltUlltilig will (Jr- \ I " 

flcintc on the occn...fnn. ~ j \ T("m"~l~1: Ar 

loA 1),~ .... ~ oA r \.1 .. ... ; .... · ' : .... 1. .. ". r ,. \"" \ " ... . ....... _ ••• w ... ____ ~ __ __ _ 
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1190 mSTORY OF SCOTT CQL )<iT Y. 

In 184:6 District Xo. 3 was organized, and built a bouse ncar C. 
L. )Ieyer'~ . Thi;; housc was burned in 1560. aud in IBm a new 
school ·hollSll w:!s erectcd, which cos t, illcludin~ fu rnitu re, $2, 000. 
It is now called Belmont School-ho use. 

D is trict Xo. 4- wa;; set oft· from iSo. 1 in hiS5, and held school 
in orin.te homes until lSGO, wben a hOl1;;e \\'a;; built on the ri\'cl' 
roa'd, neaf Dnck Ureck, at a cost (including furniture) of $I,600. 

D istrict K o. ;) I,'as formcd in 1::. 73, at' !l pI)I'ti on of N o. ~, and the 
northeast part of the thw nship, which had been attached to a dis­
trict in Le Clai rc Township. A neat school-hol1se lI'as erected, 
which CO!; t , whe n furni shed, $1,500. 

In 1873 the snb-districts, I..-hich had been unde r the tOI..-nship 
dis tri ct system , all "f)ted to becomc iuucpendent , and nrg:nuized 
indepcnden t di;;tri cts. ~o. 1 tU'Jk the name of PICaS!lllt Vallcy; 
No. 2, lIopcwell; No.3, Bcl mont; No. 4-, Duck Creek; No . 5, For· 
es t Grove. In the tovmship there a,'e :?SS bctween the a,!{cs of 5 
and 21, and an enrollment of 218. 

UELlOIOt:;;. 

The fi rst religious service in the township l..-aS in 1835, at the 
ho use o f J . .B. Cha mberli n. There is 1I0W iu the to't'u;;hip but one 
church edi fice, o ..... ned by the Methodist deno mination, Th is was 
the fi rst organiz(>d MethoJistcluu'ch in Scott Cou n t,I" 

BIOGRAPIIH;AL 

Pleasant Valley has furnished her quo ta of men to till stati ons 
of pn hlic t rust, and h ilS had ill times past, and hilS now within he r 
borders, men wh o ha"e reflected hOllor and credi t , IlOt only upon 
the vlIlley, bu t c(}l1ntj' li nd State. I n this conuectio!1 arc gi\'en 
biog"aphi cal sketches of a num ber of uld scttlers !\I!ll prominent 
men, the li"es of ,..- hom are worthy a ,'ccvl',1 iu n \\'o"k sneh as we 
hera present to thccitizens of Scott Coullty. 

Memoir oj tlte Bi·/,chfl7·d .Frnnily.-The Bi I'cIHu'd;; whn settled in 
Pleasant VaHey were descendants of pioncers. Dy t :.c family 
rccord of Backu s Bil'chnl'd tll('y trace on thci l' father's side unbroken 
descent to Tholllns Birchard. wh.) came 10 ) l assachusetts about 
1635, and wh o married Ma ry' Rubinsoll, (probably a daughtc r 01 
J ohn Hobinson, pastor of the coH~rel!ation of Dissenters. who to 
escape p l'o~ecution in England, ellligl'ated to Holl and in 161)8, and 
wh ose fami ly flfte r his death came to New En.!;\'land to join that 
portion of IllS society who came Mer in the ) Iay ttower and ~ettled 
at P l.I·mollth, Mass., in 1620). Theil' SOli , John Birchard, was 
olle of the pl'l'pl'ietor.i to whom l! nClU lind his SOilS by formal deed, 
in 1669, for a cons ideration Qf £70, granted a tract ni ne ll1ile9 
square, on which Norwich, Conn., ,vas built, and in which he set­
tled in 1660, On their m uthe r's side they trace their descent 
from John Dixwell, who came from England in 1600, on account 

I 
I \ , 
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of a little unpleasantness betwi!en him;elt and Charles I I. , in conse­
quence of the part he took in !l.C'ting as olle of the judges that 
condemned and sentenced Charles L to be executed in January, 
16<9. 

J oh n A. Bit'chard, Jr., b:>rn in 1804, who 6cttled in Pleasant 
Valley ill 1836; Backus Birchard, born in 1 8 1 ~. who came in 
1839, and George Bircluu-d, born in 1815, who 9.l'ri\'od in ] 840, 
were born at Birchal'(h-illc, Susquehanna Co., Pa., and are sons of 
Jabet A. and Mary Birchanl, ?i ee Downee, who were married at 
Bozra, Conn., Jan. 27, 1799, and settled at Ruby, Luzerne Co., 
Pa. , in 1800. Jabat A. Birchard, Sr., located in Pleasant Valley 
in the spring of 184-6, antI d ied at the residence of his son, Jabcz 
A., Jr. , on Dee. 18,1 848, Rged 73 years. H e was the firstr.'~ 
master in Birchardville and held that office throllgh severa ad­
ministrations. 

J . A.llircllurd. J r .. was appointed post-master at P ieasant Val­
ley in 1837. and held the office until 1856, when he resigned, 
reoommendiug n. H . Spencer as his successor. He was a memo 
berof the fi rst T erritorial Legislahlrc. and held Ulany county and 
t ownship offices. He di ed Oct. 2C, 1871. agE:d 67 years, leavi ng 
his wife, Lydia A., daughter of Daniel Chamberlain, to wbom he 
was married at Sih'er Lake, Pa., Jan. 1, 1829, and who survived 
lIim until July 17, 1881, when she died at thc re~idence of her 
daughter, Mrs. Samuel Heagy, in Ham ptoll, Ill. They were farlil ­
e.ra by occllpation and Jived on the land bought in 1840, on sec· 
tlon IS. 

Backus Bi l'chard purchased a portion of section 12 at the land 
sale fit Dubuque inl S40, on which he is now living. I n the suru­
mer of 1840 he was engaged s ;; foreman of the masonry of the 
Rock J{i\'cr impro\'ements at Van Rupp's Island, nOW Milan, and 
returned to Ne w York afterth~ work was completed. and was en· 
gaged as foreman and contractor on various railroads in that State 
and Pennsl'lvania, for some t ime, wlum he commenced improve­
ments 011 t Ie hUld he had bought in 1540. I n 1842 he married 
Marie, daughter of William J . and Lucy Marlette, at Glenville, N. 
Y. Offh'e children born of this un ion, three are li ving-Lucy (wife 
of W. A. Foster, resides in D.n·enport ), William J . and Ida. 

George Birchard marri ed Elizabeth Stockwell ill 1845, and set­
tled in Le Clail·c. 
~ugene Birchard , so n of ·Jabez A., Jr.: was born ill 18-10 and oc­

cupied the old homestead until h is death, Dcc. 12. 1879. H e was 
a member of the Hitll and 16th General Asseml"Jy of ] OWIl. , and 
for sC\'eral year~ president of the Scott County .Agricultural 
Society. His widow, a daughter of J nmes Donaldsoll, rem oved to 
Big Rock, in April, 1881. 

Stephm S. B{(lckmal~ was born in Seneca Go., N. Y., on the 
14th day of March , 1815, so n of Ebenezer and Mary (Smith) Black· 
man; fatber a native of MaS.5RChusetts, and mother of New Yo rk. 
They werc mar ried in Seller.a Co., N. L, about 1806. The fruit 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.
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II 14 Dec 1979 

l'~_ ,:.: 43 

Birth DJlc: 16 Jun 1839 

Cemetery: Oakdale 

TO\"Il: Dav. 

CommC:lt: son of: Jabe:l A. 
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