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The funeral of EL S. Thompmn
| was held from the house in Wizdoin
Saturday. Mr.
Thursday evening. = He had been a
remdent of . Windom for thirteen
years, but could do little on aocount
of failing exe.slght He was sten-
| father of “the Gould boys.” On May '
. 1st, 1907, ke ureparad a little auto-
bwgraphy and placed it in the hands
of D. C. Davis for release to the
press as soon as life departed: It
is as follows:

- In view of the‘fact thay my days
are’ about-numbered T make the fol-
lowing statement:

My pame is Edward Smith
Thompson. [ was born in Morgan
county, Ohio, September 4th, 1827,
and consequently will be 80 years
old the 4th of September this year.
My fatker, Rev. Samuel Thompson,
was a native of Maine; was bora in
October, 1782, about the closa of
the Revolutionary: War. .

His name appeared on the records
of the New England conference in
1803, when Thomas Jefferson was
president and he continued to preach
for sixty years. He was one of the
early anti-slavery men; he fought
the accursed institution for fifty
vears and dietl 'soon after the eman-
cipation proclamation had freed all
‘of the slaves, My mother was a
oative of Vermont.
the best women in the world. .She
became a Universalist after she was,
fifty vears old and remained in-that
faith until she died at seventy. She
has been dead fifty vears,

I lived in Ohio until 1848 whan I
came to Mt. Pleasant, Iowa. I lived
in that county ten years, then went
to Luecas county, where I lived over
25 years. I became well known
there. I represented Lucas county
in the Fifteenth General Assembly
in 1874 ’

I aftersward lived in South Dakotd
and also in California.

Windom, Minn., in 1895 and have
lived in this county ever since. -

My eyesight had failed so.that I
could not™ see to work, read or do
business, so have been very qulet
ever since. ’ .

Thompson died on |

I came to

A

She was ong of

MY CREED. -~ "7
I believe there is a God. the eter-
nal supreme ruler of the universe. o
A do uvot think the human mind
can comprebend God, eternity or
the spirit life any more than an un-
born infant can comprehend a battle
ship or great naval engagement,
therefore [ think speculations about
this is unwise in view of the fact
that there are other things that we
can comprehend, for instance the
following:
The great object
attain happiness,
The best way to be happy is to

of life is to

make others happy.

[ believe that the man who spends
his entire 1ime and energies trying
to promote the bappiaess of his fel-!
lows is the happiest man in the|
world; and I think the man who
spends his .time and  energies
wrangling over creeds, forms and
cerewmonies is about the biggest [ool
in the world.

I believe God is infinitely bappy
because God is infinitely good.

[ believe God's iunfinite wisdom,
goodness and power will enable him
tg take care of his uuiverse and I do
not believe he will be compelled to
adandon and cut off to eternal tor-
lment any of his creatures,

Aol -
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Bl S ’I'hompson, wllo livad iii 'hhe
‘west part of town on the river road,
died last Thursday, and s’ funeral
‘'wa$ held from his late raPidanca ‘on
Saturday. Mr, Thompson. inhis ear-
ler days had been a man of consider-
able 'distinction, but in later years
he had become nearly blind, and was
obliged to give np the-usual pursuits
of other men. He was at one time
an influential member of the Iowa
state legislature and. the statute
books of that state bear- several im-
portant laws whlc* l.e was instru-
‘mental in passing. About a year
ago he wrote the [ollowing state-
ment, which was |given to D. C.|
Davis to be given to/ the press upon
his death : \

In view of the fact that my. days
'are about numbered I make Lhe fol -
lowing statement ;

. ‘My name is Edward Smith Thump-
'son. I was born in Morgan County,
Ohio, Sept. 4th, 1827, and conse-
quently will be 80 years old the 4th
| of September this year. My father.
Rev. Samuel Thdmpson., was a native
of Maine; was born in Oct. 1782,
about the close of-the Revolutionary
war.

'His name appeured on the records
of the New Eugland conference in
| 1803, when Thomas Jefferson ~was

President and he continued to
| preach for sixty years. He was one
of the early anti-slavery men: he
fought the aceursed instifution for
fifty years and died soun after the
emancipation proclamation had freed
"all of the slaves,

"My mother was a native of Ver-
mont. She was one of the hest
women in the world, She became a
‘Universalist after she was tifty years
old and remained in that faith until
she died at seventy.  She has been
dead fifty years.

"I lived in Ohio until 1848 when I
came to Mt. Pleasant. Iowa. I lived
in that county ten years., then went
to Lucas county where I lived over
25 years. I became well known
there. I represented Lucas county
in the Fiftbeenth General Assembl)
in 1874.

I afterward lived in South Dakota |
and also in California. I came to
Windom, in 1885 and have lived in
this county ever since. My eye sight
had failed so that I could not see to
work, read or do business, so I have
been very quiet ever since.
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MY CREED

I believe there is a God, the eter-

nal supreme ruler of the universe. I
;do not think the human mind. can
‘comprehend Gad. eternity or the
'spirit life any more than an unborn
infant can comprehend a battleship
or a great naval engagement, there-
fore I-think speculation about this
is unwise/in view of the fact that
there are jothel things that we can
timmpmnend for instance the follow-
ng

The great nbjacl: of Jifeistoattain
: happiness. The best way to be hap-
py is to make others happy. I be-
lieve that the man who spends his
.entire’ time and enefgies trying to
promote the happined of his fellosws
is the happiest man iy the -world:
and I think the man who spends his
time and energies wiangling over
creeds, forms and cerermonies is about
the biggest fool in the world. i

I believe God is iulﬂlr_ely happy

because God.is infinitel} good.

I belives God's infinite wisdom,
goodness and power will| enable hit
to take care of his universe and I do
not believe he will be compelled to
abandon and put off to eternal tor-
ment any of his meiturm
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