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Standard Form For Hembers of the Le9 1slature 

1 . Birthday and place 

A.. Business ----------------------------------------------

B. Civic responsibilities ________________________________ __ 

4 . Church membership l {;,. _./tt-J(4.1 /;, ,; ... ;,l) ~.b . T I 

5. Sessions served ! 4-r/1 ~..f(; /J, . ' "I f/J.ttrr f. /.. '.~...1 , !Rl;, azc; , 

6. Public Offices 

A.. 

B. State ________________________________________________ _ 

C. National ____________________________________________ __ 
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11. Degrees ___________________ _ 
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THE HISTORY 
--OF--

Clay County, Iovva, 
CO:-IT.\I;o.;I::>~G 

A HISTORY OF THE COUNTY. TOWNS, ETC. 

A Biographical Directory of its Citizens-Early Incidents 

and Events-Growth and Development 

of the County. 

OFFICIAL ROSTER OF THE COUNTY. 

Brief History of Iowa and the Northwest-Indian Troubles 

-Assessed Valuation of Real and Personal 

Property-Miscellaneous Matters. 

The Attractions it Offers to Immigrants, Capitalists, Man­

ufacturers, Business Men and Farmers. 

B\' 

W. C . GILBREATH. 
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.4 ///STORr OF CL..I Y COU.VTl·. 

Wettstein, Lona, Mrs. H. Kunath and Homer. at present attendin!{ school at 
La Porte. Indiana. 

Wood H B, county auditor, res Third. 
Was born in Tompkins county, N. Y. , Oct. 25th. 1828 .. In 1835 his 

parents moved to Orleans .county and in 1840 immigrated westward anrl settled 
in Rock county. Wis. Mr. Wood remained in that county until the fall of 1852 
when he went to q,rant county, where he taught school and farmed for some 
seventeen years. In t86<) be came to Butler county, this State, and remained 
there until ·the year t871 . when he came to Spencer and began the practice of 
law. In the fall of '71 be was elected a member of the Le11:islature and in 1873 
was again elected, being a member of that body when the present code was 
legalized. · He held the office of Justice of the Peace for a great many years: 
was a member of the School Board and its Secretan- for nearly ten years: was 
Deputy Auditor two years and was elected Auditor in t88t and was re-elected 
three different times and is the present incumbent, declining this year to be a 
candidate again although urged by his friends to allow his name to be used 
:VIr. Wood has had a large and vast amount of public experience and although 
ha,·ing held office for nearly twenty years he has an unblemished record and 
has proven faithful to every trust and discharged his whole duty to the public. 
Mr. Wood has been married twice. His first marriage occured in November. 
tSsJ. to Miss Margaret E. Richards, who died a great many years ago. They 
had two children. Martha, now Mrs. A. C. Perine, and Myra. In 1876 he was 
united in marriage to Mrs. Julia Carr, who had one daughter, Ora, now Mrs. 
E. D . Phelps. 

Wood Frank, laborer, m 2. 

'Woodin T C, traveling salesman, m 2, bds at Earling. -
Woodruff A, nurseryman, m 2, res East Second. 

\Vooliscroft David, confectionery, fruits, etc, ~fain. 
Was born in Fulford, Staffordshire, England, :'11arch tllh, t832. After 

attending school in his native town. he went to Li,·erpool, where he had the 
advantage of a business college. He then went to Hanly. and in 1853 engaged 
in commercial business. In 1855 he came to America to visit a brother lh·ing in 
Janesville, Wis. ,and remained there several months. Hean .0 of the fertile fields 
of Iowa, then fast gaining in favor, he went to Howard county, and pre-empted 
t6o acres of land. In 1856 he removed to McGregor. and opened a wholesale 
oyster and cracker house. For seventeen years he was ·a resident of McGregor 
and intimately connected with the earlier settlement of that old established cit~· . 

Subsequently he went to Monona, and in partnership with P . B . Mason, was 
extensively engaged in hop raising. In the spring of 1878 he came West, look· 
ing for a location, and upon visiting Sptlncer he was so well pleased with it that 
he at once decided to engage in business here. He immediately returned to his 
home, and at once made preparations for moving his family and effects to this 
place. On the 1 tth day of ,\pril he opened a store in Spencer, and has since 
that date been engaged in business. He was married October rst . 1862. to Mis 
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Family Group Record 
Page 1 of3 

I Husband Henrv Breese Wood 1
•
2

•
3
·" ·

5 

Born 
25 Oct 1828 

Place . 
TomDkms co. New York --Christened Place 

Died 
21 Feb 1891 

Place 
Spencer, Clay Iowa -Buried 

Feb 1891 Place Riverside cemeterv. Spencer Clav. Iowa 
Married-6 

Nov 1853 
Place 

Georoetown Wisconsin 
Husband's father 

Joel Breese Wood7.8,9.10,11 
Husband's mother 

Sallv Ann Butz 
Wife M I aroaret E. Richards 

Born Place Virai . 1r 1n1a 
Christened Place 

Died Place 

Buried Place 

Wife's father 

Wrfe's mother 

Children Ust each child in order of birth. I 
F MarvA. Wood 

Bom Place W' . ISCOnSin 
Christened Place 

Died Place 
-Buried Place 

Spouse 

TPia~ 
-Married 

2 F Martha J_ Wood 12.13.14,1s 
Bom 

29 Aor 1858 
Place 

Georoetown Wisconsin 
Christened Place 

Died 
1 Aor 19:40 

Place 

Buried Place 
Riverside cemeterv. SDencer Clav Iowa 

Spouse 
Albert Charles Perine 16,17,18,19,20.21 --Married-22 

22 Jun 1881 
Place 

Soencer Clav. Iowa 
3 F Myra A. Wood23,24.2s.2s,27,28 

Bom 
10 Sep 1861 

Place 
Georaetown Wisconsin 

Christened Place 

Died 
29 Dec 1939 

Place 
Iowa --- -Buried Place 
Riverside cemetery, Spencer Clay, Iowa 

Spouse 

Married Place 

23 Mar2007 
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Family Group Record 
Page2of3 

j Husband Breese Wood 
Wife 

Notes 

HUSBAND - Henry Breese Wood 
served in the 14th and 15th Iowa legislatures. 

CHILD 2 - Martha J. Wood 
taught country school in Clay county, and later taught in Spencer. 
Came to Spencer in 1871, and was one of its oldest residents when she died. 
Charter Member of the Women's Club, also the Lydia Alden chapter of the DAR (first organized in her home.) 

CHILD 3 - Myra A. Wood 
she and her parents are in section Crow 4, Riverside cemetery, Spencer, Iowa. 
attended the first school erected in Spencer, the original Congregational Church. For forty years she was the treasurer 
of the church's women's association, which attracted state-wide attention for the length of its tenure. 
Charter member of the Spencer Women's Club, helping to found the organization in 1904. Prior to the erection of the 
Carnegie Library she served as a member of the Spencer library board and continued on the municipal library board 
until her death. 
Member of the DAr, served on the board of directors of the Spencer Hospital association. She was a member of the 
Pioneer Girls, composed of women who had played a part in the early days of Spencer. Active in the Ladie's 
Legislative League oflowa, an organization of women related to members of the legislature past and present. Her 
father was the first state representative from Clay county. 

Sources 
I. 1880 US Census, Iowa, Clay, Spencer ED 57, 1, 3 Jun. 

lawyer; has step-daughter Orrie Carr. 
2. I 885 Iowa Census, Clay, Spencer, p. 258. 
3. 1860 US Census, Wisconsin, Grant, Smelser, p. 104, 23 Jul 1860. 

farmer. 
4. www.iowawpagraves.org. 
5. Gilbreath, W.C., History of Clay County, Iowa, reprint 1996, p. 142. 

"Wood, H. B. county auditor, res. Third, was born in Tompkins, county, N.Y., Oct 25th, 1828. In 1835 his parents 
moved to Orleans county and in 1840 immigrated westward and settled in Rock county, Wis. Mr. Wood remained in 
that county until the fall of 1852 when he moved to Grant county, where be taught school and fanned for some 
seventeen years. ln 1869 he came to Butler county, this State [Iowa], and remained there until the year 1871 , when he 
came to Spencer and began the practice. In the fall of '71 he was elected a member of the Legiwslature and in 1873 
was again elected, being a member of that body when the present code was legalized. He held the office of Justice of 
the Peace for a great many years; was a member of the School Board and its Secretary for nearly ten years; was 
Deputy Auditor two years and was elected Auditor in 1881 and was re-elected three different times and is the present 
incumbent, declining this year to be a candidate again although urged by his friends to allow his name to be used. Mr. 
Wood has had a large and vast amount of public experience and although having held office for nearly twenty years he 
has an unblemished record and has proven faithful to every trust and discharged his whole duty to the public. Mr 
Wood has been married twice. His first marriage occured in November, 1853, to Miss Margaret E. Richards, who 
died a great many years ago. They had two children, Martha, now Mrs. A. C. Perine, and Myra. In 1876 he was 
united in marriage to Mrs. Julia Carr, who had one daughter, Ora, now Mrs. E. D. Phelps." 

6. Gilbreath, W.C., History of Clay County, Iowa, p. 142. 
7. 1850 US Census, Wisconsin, Rock, Milton, 335,3 Aug. 
8. History OfRock county, Wis., 833, 1879. 
9. 1860 US Census, Wisconsin, Rock, Milton, 70,30 Jun. 
I 0. 1870 US Census, Wisconsin, Rock, Milton. 
11. Obit-Joel Wood, Janesville Gazette 15 Mar 1882, 1:4, 15 Mar 1882. 

"one of the oldest of the pioneers of this section. He removed to this state from Tompkins county, New York in the 
spring of 1840, and with the exception of the first year or two has lived upon his farm, three miles west of this village, 
until his wife died some two years ago, since which he has made his home with his son Alpbeus. Mr. Wood was about 
75 years of age at the time of his death, and bas nine children surviving him-seven boys and two girls, all grown to 
men and women's estate and scattered thoughout the States and Territories. Henry, a prominent lawyer of Spencer, 
Iowa, was present at the funeral. .. . Services conducted byu Rev. Mr Millr of Milton." 

12. 1880 US Census, Iowa, Clay, Spencer ED 57, 1, 3 Jun. 
Teacher. 

13. 1900 US Census, Iowa, Clay, Spencer ED 33. 
mother of three, all Hving. 

14. Tomb Inscription. 
15. Parker Historical Society__9f Clay Coun!Y, Cl~ County....:I-..:.;Ii..:.;st:..:;o~ry""", ...:;.1 ;:_98;:_4;.z.., ..~:.P.:...· 4..:..1~6;..:.;· -----------------' 

23 Mar2007 
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Family Group Record 
j Husband Henry Breese Wood 
Wife Mar aret E. Richards 
Sources (Continued) 

16. 1900 US Census, Iowa, Clay, Spencer ED 33, sheet 7A, 6 Jun 1900. 
lumber dealer. 

17. www.iowawpagraves.org. 
18. 1930 US Census, Iowa, Clay, Spencer ED 22, sheet 48, 4/5 Apr 1930. 

Son in law Albert Mann living with them. 
19. 1925 Iowa Census, Clay, Spencer. 
20. 1885 Iowa Census, Clay, Spencer. 

lumberman. 
21. Parker Historical Society of Clay County, Clay County History, p. 416. 
22. obit-Martha (Wood] Perine, Spencer Reporter and News Herald, p. I :2, Wed 3 Apr 1940. 
23. 1880 US Census, Iowa, Clay, Spencer ED 57, 1, 3 Jun. 

millener. 
24. 1900 US Census, Iowa, Clay, Spencer ED 33. 
25. 1925lowa Census, Clay, Spencer. 
26. www.iowawpagraves.org. 

death year is given as 1936. 
27. Tomb Inscription. 

Page 3 of3 

28. obit-M Woo S encer Daily Reporter, p. 7:, Thurs. 3~_.:1~D:::.e::.::c::....1:.::9:..::3..:::.6:.... __________________ ___j 

23 Mar2007 
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They Came to Milton 

Entries: 127922 Updated: 2009-09-02 23:31:44 UTC (Wed) 
Contact: Jon Saunders 

DISCOVER MORE > 

Passwords Help 

Tracing the westward migrations of the colonial Seventh-day Baptists. Milton, Wisconsin was one of their most 
successful settlements. One of the reasons was the founding and support ofMilton College. Other SOB settlements 
that are well represented in this file include: Hopkinton and Westerly, Rl; Berlin, Brookfield, Alfred, Verona and 

Adams, NY; Albion and Walworth, WI; Farina and West Hallock, IL; Garwin and Welton, lA; Dodge Center, MN; 
Nortonville, KS; and North Loup, NE. I prefer e-mail to Post-ems. 

Index I Descendancy I Register I Pedigree I Ahnentafel I Add Post-em 

• m: ll07603 
• Name: Henry Breese WOOD 
• Given Name: Henry Breese 
• Surname: Wood 1 

• Sex: M 
• Change Date: 05 JAN 2007 
• Birth: 25 OCT 1828 in Tompkins Co., New York 
• Census: I 880 Spencer, Clay Co., Iowa 
• Note: age 51, lawyer 
• Death: 21 FEB 1891 in Spencer, Clay Co., Iowa 
• Occupation: Attorney 
• Note: Henry was attending Milton Academy in 1847. 'The Weekly 
Telephone', Milton Junction, Wisconsin, Thursday, Mar. 12, 1891 , p 5. 
[From the Spencer (Iowa) Reporter.] Hon. H. B. Wood, after a brief 
illness, of pneumonia, passed away at his home on West Third street, 
Saturday morning Feb. 21st, about 10 o'clock. The funeral occurred the 
following day, services being conducted at the family residence, by 
Rev. A. S. Cochran, pastor of theM. E. church. Mr. Wood had lived in 
Spencer about twenty years. He was born in Tompkins county, New 
York October 25th, 1828, and was, therefore, in his 63d year at the 
time of his death. In the year 1840, with his father's family he came 
west and settled in Rock county, Wis., where he lived until 1869, when 
he moved to Butler county, this state, and two years later he located in 
Spencer, where he has since resided. His early life was spent on his 
father's farm, and later, for some years, he pursued the profession of 
teaching, after which for several years he engaged in the practice of 
law. The fall of 1874 he was elected to represent this district in the 
Iowa legislature, and was reelected two years later. In 1879 he was 
appointed deputy auditor, and two years later was elected to that office, 
which position he continued to hold for eight successive years, and 
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UH5U urutea ::states teaerru census- Ancestry.com 

ancestry 
You searched for Henry B. Wood in Iowa 

1880 United States Federal Census 

Name: Henry B. Wood 

Hume in 188o: Spencer, Clay, Iowa 

Age: 51 

r~~timated Birth abt1829 
Year: 

Birthplace: New York 

Relation to Head Self(Head) 

of Household: 

Spouse's Name: Julia 

Father's New York 

bit1hplace: 

Muthcr's Pennsylvania 

bit1hplacc: 

Neighbors: View others on page 

Occupation: Lawyer 

Marital Status: Married 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

r;tnnot read \Tttc: 
Blind: View image 

Deaf and dumb: 

OJhc\'1;~ tsa > e : 
Idiotic or insane: 

Household Name Age 
Members: Henry B. Wood 51 

Julia Wood 36 
Martha Wood 22 

Myra A. Wood 18 

Orrie E. Carr 10 

Source C itat-ion: Yc:~1r: 18So~ C«!'m·u~ Pia('(': Spencer, C/(ly, Iowa: Koll T9 333: 
F;tmil~ Hi$lOI)' Film: l25-I:J:J3: P(lgt': 2:1,!;.1000: F.nurnrr<ttion Oistrit:t: ,') ... : lmt~!l,(': 0091. 

Source Information: 
r\OC"t'~try.tom .-.nd The Chur('h of .lt"S\IS Chri$l or l.attt-r·d<ly Saints. 1880 Cnited State~ Fedt.•ral 
Ct·n~us frlataba~t· on-lin('j. Pru\o. t.l.l:SA: Tht• Gt•nt·r"lions :\L~twork, IIH'., ~oos. 1880 L:.S. 
Ct!llMI~ lnd("X pro'"id<"<< by The <.:httr('h of .lt>MIS Christ of l...;lt"tt'r·dtty Saints !f:; Cop) ri~hl 1999 
lnt('llt.•ctual R('"-C'f"\l', Inc-. All•;g.ht$n>M"nt-d. All uw is subjfC'l to tht•limitt>d liSt> lirt>nst> and otht•r 
Lt>nn~ and <'"<.mditions applirable to this site. Original clatt~: UnitM Statt·s of :\rnt•rir:t. Rm"\"au of 
th<' Ct-n~u!'. 1'cntlt Census oftht! l'nitrd States, 1880. \\"<lshington.l).(;,: ~ational Af'('hh·t.•-. ttnd 
Rt•rorcfc; Atlminharation. 1880. T9. I . ..J54 rolls. 

Description: 
Thi~cl,lt<'base- is an inctt•x to 50 million indhiduals ennmrnurrl in the 1880 Unit~d Statt>~ F~c1t.•ral 
Ccns1a-.. Ct•n:--u:-. takt'•' rt'corclt'(l many <ft>tails inrluding. t.•ach pt.·r~n·s namt•. addre~. orC'upatiOil, 
1\'lation .. hip to the ht>ad ofhou!"t'hold. rncf'. St'.IC. a~e at la:\L birthd<l~. marittll st.Hu:-. pla('t of birth. 
p;Jn>nts' plart~ of birth. Additiona1ly. tht namt"-. ofthosl.' li~tl'd on th(.• population ~cht>dult> art' 
linkt>d to a<'tual im<\~t>s of (he" 1R8o Ft>dl'ral Ct.>n~us. l..eam mof'\' ... 

http:/ /search. ancestry .com/cgi-bin/sse.dll ?indiv= 1 &db= 1880usfedcen%2c&rank=0&=%2c ... 

Yage 1 or 1 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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@f?WO©~ @'? 'iJigJ(g ~~@[f.;(g'iJ&,[(J ©W !t1i'~'ii§p 

Plk(j ~t.Jlt!.f, !if/jib, ritf /Jij I. 

$on ................................................................................... ....................... . 
-······························································ ······· ························· ···· ········· 

DEAH ~IR : 

It has been the c;uslom of each Huuse, at the eommencE\ment of every session of the 

General A<>sarnbly, to C3-u5e to IJa prep.ue:l 1\nd published, a til.ble, sho .ving certain statistics in c;onnec­

tion with the names of the members thereof. 'rhis is usually clone in much haste, hence is frequently 

incorrect; especially in the orthography of uames. In onlet· to preveut errors of til is kind, :nnd to 

h ave the table in print at the commence01entofthescssion, I trn.nsmit you tbiscireular, wit.lt a re,iuest 

that you will fill up the blanks found below, aud return to this office n.s soon as practicnl. Yoll will 

pleas"l give the first name in full, and write plainly. _.-
, ... , ' } -

Na""' ..... . ./..(., :, . " . t. .. </: ..... 
1 

.< .,) ... .. ./. /'.<?.::?t::t:£.:..: ... : ........ .. ... ....... .......... . 
P. 0 . Addrcss .. ........ / ... ...... .:!J,., . ...!.f-.. • .t .. t..~u.~ .............. .. ........... .. .. ........ .. . 

county .. .... ........ ( . : ···· .. /.. ... .. .... ......•. ~;C~jL ...................... . 
Occupation .. .. .. c:L~~---~L-:~<.J7"/..-:.~.l...~.::.~::1- ......... / ...... .......... ... .................. .. . 

._/ , .1 . 

. · I . ·'·i;' 11 ~-- - L\ ' / '"' t . . 'f .. ·t. t' ... (. • . - . .,·_ -~--(. ./). ~ - / .(. I ~ (1. I ' I' . .L>a ttt y .......... ,, . .... .. \. ; .. .... : ........... : ... c: ... -., .. . ... = .. -... ~..w :'.~~ : ·~_. .... . • .. ~-· ~-~"-.. 

' 
]}farl'ied 01· ,','inrJ{e .... -:-: .. , .. l.:e_f...-1 .: . {.:~ --H:/ ~;;:."' .. ·"··""" ............. ......................... . 

. . .-/ . . t'. . .- .X (.;~... /' • c: / \..__ 
Rehgton ........ ......... .. .............. "~ ... : . ... : .. ·r:_,/r ...... /.:);.L •• '..: .:d ... f.....~; .. .......... ::l. ..... . 

(..., • / f , • , \: 

lf in the ,S'e1'ri(•e ,· u :gimr11/ (IIIII m11k. J...t.l: k': ... . ~.~,~, •• /;r..,)..d~.~,. ... <.bJ. -:::., r.;~'-4 :--:-.u.._. •• / ' "' .'" ~ <~o.... • • 
E ( • ./7 /'>' 

- . . . t (~·L -· :...~1 /. } " .L / •• ·• ,. · 1 ~a1s 111 Iott. (/ ...... ............ .... : .................... . ,-, ...... k-: . .1- rw.t..: ... • ~ .......... . ...L .. k:G.!-fi~ 

Age .......... _./.:t.S." ....... .. /.(...h.("~-"-·~(~.~:.,.·~::::: .. J5.:f..~":;·.'<.J. . :r.,.?..-;:-;.,. ... ~.~:.u. , • · · . . _1 
f .7 .I 

_). /. •• :- •. . • }If. • . ' ,· ·1 
1 reigflt ..... ..... .•. ,.r. . .. c .~r ...... . .... 1 .. ":".". '·/· ...... f. . r.(,f.:. r .. l ••. f.{.:-. ... .. ~. , •• , ..... ·'--'--~:-;-;;-;-;; .. 

r. s~nrl herewith a c0py of tht:! ntle> of ln~t Se;,:sion nf th~ General Assetnhly , in \\ hich you will see 

the table nho\· c· referred to . 
Yours tru l ~·, 

ED \VRIGHT, 

I 




