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~ HISTORY OF BREMER COUNTY. 861 r 

served one term as Stale Senator. He bas admitted to practice. He did not open an 
been the candil1ate, on the republican office here, and soon left, locating in Chick
tick et, for Li eut.cuau t-GovcTnor, but was 3sa ..... county, wh ere he began practice . He 
defeated, and i ~ now serving his seco nd was a single man, full of cnc rgyandofnatr 
t('rm as United SUl.t(·s ':\larsbal , for the ural, as well as acquired abil ity. In his 
\Vcstern Di strict, with headquarters at practice he has heen eminently successful, 
lu (l ependeucc, althoug h his family live at baving for a number of years been cODsid
Carthage, MiJ:lsouri. ered at the head of the Bar of Chickasaw 

\Y. \Y. Antler.io n came to Bremer county county. 
from Polu, Illino is, in lIi6:}, and located at \Y. A. Stow~ was a native of Vermont, 
\\':l.\'el"l y . li e opened a law office and re- and came west with hi s motb er, settl ing 
maine,1 bere for se veral years. He was a in Clayton county. In 1863 be came to 
nati'·e of l ' pper Canada, where he was Waverl)' , soon went in to the army, and 
born in 1819. li e was a small man, noisy, sen-ed about a year and a balf. Return
a great talker and a fa ir lawyer. He is ing, be read law with G. C. Wright, waa 
still practici ng law at Io wa Falls. admi tted, and became a partner of Mr. 

D . \v . Loan II-as anoth er member of the Wright, conti nuing thus for three yearll. 
Breme r cou nty Bar. He came here from He rinally removed to Hamb\ITg, Fremont 
Illinois e,'l.rly in the sixties and remained county, where he has been twice elected a 
about two years. He was a pleasant fel- member of the Lower House of the Gen· 
low, but did nll l meet wi th much succeu eral Assembly, a nd has been a trulltee of 
at law. H e we nt back to Illin ois where the I owa State No rmal Scbool. Stowe 
he still remain s. was far above the ave rage lawyer, was well-

S. E. HotIman caTlle to WAverly from pos ted, sharp, shrewd, and" fine orator. 
Monroe, \\r iscon ~ in , about 1853, and en- He was a democrat, and an enthusi~,t~c 

gaged in the ge neral merchandi se business stump speaker; was very sarcaS4c, !rnd 
in company with his broth er, S. J. Hoff- called things by thcir 1"igl\~ namEl!. 4. few 
man. In a fi' w years hc read law with G. years sincc he rcrpo"cd to Oma1!-~, wh.ere 
C. Wright and was here admitted to the he now lives. 

Bar, but did not open an office. He left J ohn E. Burke, "38 a very pr!'~'tI:~qt 
ahout 18.")j, and spent a number of years membu of the Bar of Bremer county· 
of his life in :S- eosh:l. Falls and Topeka, He came to Waverly, in 18.58, from pu· 
Kan sas, and is now in St. Louis, Missouri, buque, where he had been engaged as clerk 
where he is engaged in the banking busi- in a bank. He a t once o~ned an office 
lIess, and is a very prominent and influen- and commenced practice. His busiuess 
tial man. He is pres id ent of a bank in grew rapidly, as he waa an e:rcellent orator, 
that citro a hard worke r and full of energy. Hewas 

Hiram Shaver came to Waverly, from elected dist rict attorney a nd haa served 
Wisco nsin, in 1869, and ellgaged in teach- one term each as a member of the State 

J ing ~cbool. H e comme nced reading law Senate and House of Representatives. t 
~~.~=W~~;'oh=G==.=c=.='=v=,=;g='=.~=='=n=d==;n==,=bo==U='=I='='=I=,W==,=,==H==,=,=,=w=.=;=n=,d==;=n=='=V=,=,=,=,,=y==a=bo==u=,=,=;=g=h"'~::~n==~.~~ 
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years, wh en he remo\'cd to Chicago, where 
he still lives and follo ws his profession . 
'Vhi le here he accumulated a fortune . 
Burke was a man of good address and had 
long, cu rl y, auburn bair, on whi ch he 
rather prided himself, which gave him the 
title a;f "l\Ian of the Ambrosial Locks." 
One littlt> incident is remembe red about 
Burke which is worth relating. He knf'-w 
nothing of farming, but his tendencies 
ra ther ran in t hat direction. In the spring 
of 1859, he put in :l lot of "garden truck," 
which he took good care of and worked 
zealously o"er. Among tlle vcgl'tabl es 
plantt!d, was a lot of beans. "'hen he 
thought they had been in the ground lon g 
enough, he made up hi s mi nd that some· 
thing was wTong,or th e bC'3ns would come 
tIp. He ope ned a hill to see what was the 
matter and saw that t he bean as he thought 
was growing downward, taking the root 
for the stock. Afte r worryin g over the 
matler, be called in Father Harris and 
wanted to know if beans "must be planted 
with a certain en d up, that he guessed he 
had made a mistake, a~ hi s wa.<i sprouting 
downward." Harr is smiled and told him 
to "put some manltre over it to coax li p thC' 

sprouts." It is saM that Burke went to 
work and turned some of the plants up· 
side down. Bllt, notw ithstandiug he 
knew less about farming than Horace 
Greeley, he was a good lawyer. 

Robertson & Ladd were a firm of atta r· 
neys that ope ned an otlice in \Vaverly in 
1866. They c~lIle from \Yisconsin, where 
they had been in practice . T heir office 
was on the west si(\c of the river, wh ere 
they rem ained about one year ; Dot getting 
much business. Robertson was the main 
uiember of the fi rm , and was a brilliant 

r 

young man, a good orator, and with fair 
pro~pectll; he retnrned to I llinois, his native 
State. La.dd was a good counselor; be re
moved to Clarion, \Vright county, where 
he still lives. 

II. P . Brown came to Wa"eriy in 1864, 
from J unietta county, \V iscomin, and re
mained for nearly ten rears. He was a 
fine orator, a good lawyer, a nd had a first
rate practice. He was also a prE'achE'r of 
the Latter Day Saints. lI e r('moved to 
Oakland, California, where he still li"e~ . 

A 3Ir. Turner came in 180':', from W is_ 
consin, and began practice. H e had be .. n 
admittE'd to the Bar prior to his coming 
here, and had also been in practice. lIe 
was not much of a lawyer, either in office 
work or before the courts. H e left fo r 
parts unknown. 

Colonel Jam es \Y. W ood located in 
Waverly in 1868, and became a member 
of the Bar of Bremer connty, remain ing 
for a number of yearii. H e is no""-\ocaled 
at StE'ambOal H.oc k, in Hardin cou nty . He 
is one of the oldest ~ettlers and the oldest 
practi cing attorney in the Stale of I owa. 
He was born in Middlesex county, Ma~sa

chuse tts, A pril 30, 1800. He was admitted 
to the Bar at Lewisburg, Virginia, in 
31arch. 182., and immediately came west 
and located in lllinois, where he practiced 
law for some years, and was ..:ontemporan
eous with Lincoln, Douglas, Baker, Shields. 
Trumbull, Browning, Walker ana others 
of the most prominent men of that State. 
In 1863, in company with five others, he 

crossed the Mississippi Ilear where Bur
lington now stands, and built a ('.abin, but 
did 'not make a permaneut sNtlement until 
1834 . I n 1837, h e was appointed the first t 
eity solicitor of Burlington, and was seere- _ 
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