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Standard Form For Members of the Leqlslature 

Name of Representative ~l ~d,,;.,,/;:; Senator (1,~, .~-0 
/k'j. IJI,..,l,'!t; - 1-1!Awa:ld '&,r It., •. ji't, ,), h,~ 
1. Birthday and place JJ &1' ;g;: C, Ifew~. ~A/&L.';7t:/ 

2 . Harriaqe (5 ) date place 

3. Si9nificant events for example: 

A, Bu.in ••• ' ________________________________________________ _ 

B. Civic responsibilities' __________________________________ ___ 

C, profe •• ion,~~~~~~~~~M~/---------------------------------

4. Church m.mb.rship,~~---------------------------------------

5. Sessions served r o./ ,,~ I 1I1f~ ... + //., /,:r-"-;IS_ , HhH. "-; T 

/(./~/'·~';I.j, 1.,./ tfJu ',.I""" /$72. /171/-- ~." .. r.:,. 
6. Publ ic Off ice. ' , 

A , Local ddJ.A-"4t'1i!",;t;4«HH~d ' k./ek4' , ... :- t'. 

Z ~fL ' I J 

9. Names of parents 
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J 
/r..-: t -i" 

11 . Degrees ____________________________________________ __ 

12. Ot her app licable informa tion ____ ~------~------~--------

~ A / t 37 Avrn /='&. wI/. .!,';';.-JdM,. :I:.I :Ii !k,,~ {J,..,;t/ 7lt.-/ \ ~ I ~ rlu 

, 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.

· . 

Source. Log For Legislation Bntri •• 

Applicability 
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18 HISTORY 

G@orge G. \\"right. WilD was II. memll~ r of the Senate from Iowa, pro. 
nounced his acquittal just and h i$ opinion wu heartily indorsed loy the 
people of Iowa who never l o~t ronfidencc in the gdlnnt cillictr. Ge ner .. l 
Belknap died at Washington, <K:t.ober 13, 1890, !lnd was bur ied iu the 
National Ceuletcry at Arlington. Hugh J ., a ,on of Genuill Belknap, 
became a member of CongrCi3 from Chieugo. 

GEORGE W. HEM IS was horn ill tipencer, !IIa9~achusctuJ on the 13th 
of October 1826. His falher r emoved with his fa Dlily to Genesee County, 
New York, in 1837, where Gcorge, who w,,~ the on ly son, remaineU on hia 
father ', fa rm unti l t he age uf t.wenty,one. He received .. good educlttioll 
and t..1ught achool for ~everal yellrs. In 1854 he carne to l owi. tak ing up 
his re$idenee at Independence, Bucha nan County, which became bis per. 
ma nent home. Mr. Bemis served R "eral ye .. ... u county sur Hyor. 111 
1859 he w as ele"ted on the Repuhl i(·an t icket to the Honse of the E ighth 
Generlll Al!8en.bly, serving through the regular aud extra aeuiolls. U, 
was for ~e"en ye~ rll in the poata l serv iCi!. In 1871 he was elected t o the 
State SeDate. 8erving four years. He was for ma llY yurs Commiuioner 
of the HOIIpital for tbe Inaane at Ind~pendence of whieh be .... as treas· 
urer. In 1876 he was ele<:ted State TreaJI urer Oil the 11.epuhlican ticket 
Ilnd lit the Cl:piration of the term wall r~lecled, serdng four years. The 
Sh te hu never ha d a more competent li nd fll ;th £,,1 public oniria l thaD 
George W. Bemis. 

NARC ISSA T. BEM IS \\,II.~ bO" n in Ah.l.o"n.lI. (; e nl'~e<! County. New 
York, May 8, 1829. Sbe ca me to 1 0~'a li nd on the II th of April, IS55, mar· 
ried George W. Bemis, who be<:ame II prominen t IH. bl ic offic i"l of the 
Stat e. Their home W1I8 a t IndependeltCi!. in Buchanan County. D uring 
the Civil Wa r Mrs, Bernia WlI S one of the 1II00t ('meient Mnd devoW work· 
en on the Sa niu ry Comm ission and untiring in he.r labor to a id t h e sol· 
diers in c&mp, hoepit.&1 and field. She WII.'! an act i"e .... orker in thfl Chi!· 
dren'B Aid Society, the Woman'$ Christilln Temperance Union li nd many 
other good works. Mrs. Berni. 1II"U e3pecilllly int flrested in tlol' P oli ticil 
EqUlllity Club and was II life·long worker for t.he ~nrr:ln chi.ement 01 
'l'l'omflD, giving her time, work lind mean$ liberally for the adnl nCClllent of 
this C:l use hefore t he Statfl Legislatures. She was a valued worker in the 
Iowa. t:nih.rian Association. She died on t he 9th of Augu~t. 1599. 

l'HOUAS 1I . BENTON, JR., wn :t nephew of the great Mi$souri 
at alesman ,,·hose name he bore. Hfl was born in \\'il\iamson ec.unty, TeD' 
nessee, on the 5th of Septemher, 1816. His eduflation was IIcqui rrd .t 
Huntillgt.oD Academy and he graduMted from Marion Col1r:;e. ;"ri ~~ouri. 

In 1839 he located at Dubuque, rOlU, where he taught school and . fter· 
'!far da became a merchant . In IS4e he was elected to t he St-nate of tbe 
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the I:Olll1ly h~~ r.,iled to receive the h e~ rty ~npl'orl 

of Mr. Cooley. As .:arly as 1856 he was one or the 
prominent men in org:llliting a railroad company 
r.alled the NorthweSiern, of which he was made the 
attorney. The financ ial depression debyed Ihis 
enterprise, hnt after repe~ted tri~ ls the road, under 
another name, reached Decorah in September, 1869. 
Upon the celebration of its completion Mr. Cooky 
"'~~ VHy al lpropriately made the orator fo r the oc· 
caslon. Two years after he settled in Decorah an 
effort W:15 made to remove the coun ty seat to Fre~_ 

I'orl. three lIIiles caJ>tward, ~ ntl but fo r the adroi t 
efTorts of Mr. Cooley :lnd a few other persons the 
project would probably have succeeded. 

Mr. Cooley came to Decorah to practice law and 
10 make it his bu~ine~s for life. He has Cll rried 
oo t his intentions alm,nl to the letter: and has at_ 
tained eminence in his profession. The few offices 
which he has held were urged upon him by the par_ 
tiality or friends. In the spring of . 8SS he was 
elected pro~ecuting attorney for the county. serving 
two years. When, In 1857, Decorah was incorpo
rMed he was ..:h05<:n pre~ident of its board of trus_ 
Ices; and in Octoher of the same year he W1I5 

elected to the lower branch of the general assem· 
bly, the seventh, ... hich WllS the fi rst under the new 
con~titution. Young as he .... a~. and wholly inexpe_ 
rienced in legi51:tti"e matteu, he was placed at the 
head of the committee on fede ral relations. He 
was :also on other important committees, ~uch as 
the judiciary and t own~hi p and county organi,.a_ 
tion ~, doing valllillole work on all of them, a.~ well as 
un several select cOtnlllitteC5. 

III 186 1 Mr. Cooley was appointed po~ tmaS\cr of 
Decorah, hut resigned at Ihe end of two years. In 
September, 1864. PresidcnlQ Lincol n appointed him 
commissary of subsistence in the volunteer service. 
wilh the rank of capt;).in of cavalry. He held this 
position nntil October, 186S. when he w:as breveted 
major fo r meritorious s erYice ~, and received his dis. 
charge the follow ing O1onth. 

T wice his republican fri ends in Winneshiek county 
have IJtesented his name before district conventions 
for cnngrC5sion~1 nomination, but in both in$lances 
cOnll'eting "anditbtc~ bore off the [>lIhn, and he 
magnaninlollsly took the stump and aided in tbeir 
election. 

Mr. Cooley has profound respect for the bible; i, 
familiar wi th its teachin;;:s, and has aimed to live a 
blameless life. He has no church connection. 

On the rSth of ~larch, IS56, he was uni ted in 
marriage with Miu Jane M. Rhodes, pf Uubuque, a 
lady of very nne talent as an amateur artist in oil 
colou. They hAve two sons, both students· in the 
literary departmen t of Michigan Universi ty. 
it is understood, have the law profession in view. 

Mr. Cooley, like his sons, is a student,-such, 
least, he rega rds himself. H e lovc:s the practice 
la(,. much beuer than poli tics, and still pursues its 
study with the relish and eagerneu of you thful maD_ 
hood. Though standing high at the bar, he has a 
lofti er altitude simply as an attorney, to which he 
honorably aspires. Office has lost its charolS fDr 
him, if it ever had any. Through his success 'a t the 
bar he has obtained II competency, and hu one of 
the Illost eleKant and costly residences in Decorah. 

H ON . GEORGE W.' BEM I S, \ 

INDEPENDENCE. 

G"-:0RGE WAS H IN(;TQN HEM IS, a native 
of Massachll5etts, was born iTl SI~ncer, Wor

cuter ":Ollnty, on the IJth of October, 1836, and is 
the wn of F. leaur and SU53n (Hartwell) Bemis. 
H i~ grcat_grandf~ther, Edmund Bemis. commanded 
It company in the expedition against Crown Point, 
in 17 55-56. His fathe r moved ~ith his family to 
Alahama, Genesee cou nty, New York. in IIIJ7. and 
there resumed his occupation of farming; George. 
an only son, remaining at home until he was of age. 
After dosi ng his studies in thc common school, he at· 
tellded about four terms at the Carysville Collegiate 

Seminary. in Oakfield, ncar Alabama. He 
ward taught school in the latter town and in 
consin four winters, employing the summers of 
time on the farm. . 

In IS54 he removed to Independence, I, •• , . ,"", 
he has since resided. T he firs t three or four 
after his arrival he devoted mainly to su rveying 
to real.estate operations, and during most of the 
for seven teen yean he has acted in some "P""I, 
eilher as a county, legislative o r government 

T he yea r after settling in Independence he 
appointed surveyor of Buchanan co.unty, and 
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in . h~. ('~1'3city for t"'O yl·~ r~. H ~ \\"~ s ~ "'emllcr 
uf the eighth general ~s~eH1hly in 185 9- 00, .'M.I of 
the c'tra w~r ~eniol1 nf , M !. He :u;led in the 
c:'l'.wity of !'ost:.1 derk on the " ubuque :'I\d !':io,,~ 

Cily rlilrr~ul ahfltU sevcll )'cars, :lnd from "~7 1 10 
IHH W :I~:I mt'l1lhcr fi r Ihe stale S'·II'II,·. ,It- W:IS" 

CUlIlIll is.,i"nn. ;"Iml ~\'I.: rclary ,nit! tl c:,~nn' r ,, ( Ihc 
c'mnmissiunen, of the Hosl'ilal for the [ns-,n,:, 1I t 

Independence, when elected senator, :lnd n::signcJ 
. to fil1th c lalle r office. In April, 1812, lIe was rea[)... 

!,uillted ., cnlnUlissioner, and at present (1871) holJs 
, h.,t llO~ition . Being the only resident commissioner. 
h i~ rC5[lOn$ibilities are very great, but hc has never 
failed tu J ischuge them with Ihe ulm051 fi,lclily, 
In the SUlIIllIer of ,Si (o he was nomin:l!cd on the 

,·cl'"lIli. :all ti"kd fur trC 'I~\lrer of St1ltl". lI e h..,s 
ahvays voted with th'1I party. 

In every position which Mr. Bemis has occupied 
he hlls discharged his dllties fllilhfully 11]1(\ sat is_ 
f.H.: torily. As a legislal or, he was 11 con~tant worke r 
'ltll l ".is\" f·ounsdr>f. lie "'.1' chllirm~n "f "mrc tha n 
une important I:OUlIl1illCe, .111 t! :I t Ihe clll~C of en 'I'y 
SCSS i/o11 ~tooJ hi!;her in the esteem of the pe0l'l<:. 
".ho~e confidence in him is sho"' n in the ir llb"ing 
the trt.1S11ry uf Ihe state in hi s hands. Every nomi _ 
nation which he .has rcceived has been unsought. 

0" the r I th of April, 18SS. he was married 10 

i\li~$ N.u";ss., T . Roszell, of IndeJlendencC", a 11Idy of 
fllle lIrO:fllU llli.hments and of 1lI0st c~ee1!cnl family 
The)" ha,·c three children, 

GENE R A L IlA VIIJ ll. IIILLI S, M.D., 

A'HOA'UA'. 

GE NERA L ])i\V IU HURK H[ LLI S. second 
colund I1lh Iowa Infant ry, is a native of Jef. 

ferson ,;ollnly, Indiana, and was born o n Ihe 24th of 
July, IllS, He is a son nf n avid H ill is, who was 
tluile :I distinguished whig politician, and at one 
lillie licu tenll r.t_governor of Indiana. H is anc~~lo rs 

were frol1l the north of Ireland, nnd of the l' rotcs t-
11111 fa ith. lI i5 grllndfathe r H iflis \\"n .. 11 snl.licr in 
the r~" "lu lionll ry war. 

t ;ent·ral Il iHis was eJlll':lt !'d at the Univcrsityof 
~"uth lI :muv~r, Indinna. ami ~tlldi e.1 IIlc,li"inc ~t 

~11I.1i~on. huliana, with Ihe then Jistinl:uish .. ,1 l lr . 
Willi'lIli [)a .. itl~un, a ~rnrllla t e uf E dinhurgh, S~ot
land" lie grllduatcd at SI. Louis, Mi~so"rl , and 111 

the ag .. of twell ty-one commenced the Jlr:l<:tice of 
l,i5 pT<Ofe .• sioll ill J ackson county, I lId i ~Il~. For 
cleyen yc~ r.~ he gave to his profcssion hi~ umIivided 
I lIcntion, nnd at tht end of tha t time had "lInillcJ 
a high standing among Ihe mem hers of his fl ·~tellli

Iy, In '1158 he ab~ndoned his profession 10 engage 
in mer c~nt i le pursuits. Moving we~ t , he locllted in 

HtoolnrldJ, lJavi$ county, 1011":1, lI'here he conlin\l~d 
in hll ~i n(ss lill tht summer of 1860, when he re
moved to Keokuk, Iowa, and there, in partnership 
with hil brother. in_llI ... ·. Oscar Ki.'lC r, estahlished 
hi,uNClf in the dry-goods tw,lc. In J\u~Uq , r.'l6l. 
he was aplooill ted an ~id"de '('a lllp to Governor Kirk· 
wood. This position he held till the Ljlh of March, 
,UI1, when he was commi_<sioned lieutenant_rolonel 

uf Lite 17 th I nfantry, 11 0 11 . John W. Ibnkj n, a , 

di~ti\lgui~hefl I~wyer, was the colonel. 1'1 AIli;U~I, 
r!t62, Colonel Rankin tendered his resign;l.lion, and 
0 ' \ liS acctptallce Lielltenant-Colollel H illis "'lIS I'ff) . 
moted to the colonelcy of his regime nt. H lIving, 
with his regiment. been engaged in many skirm ishes 
and se verely contested battles under C eneral Grnnl, 
in the camp:l.ign ab<:r.inst Vicksburg, thrOIl{::h central 
Mississippi, Ihe Yuoo Pas. ... 1Ind 1I(te r"',1I<1 d uwn 
the 1-0 1 issi .~s il'pi river 10 Ihe "flanking" of Vicksbu rg, 
lIn,\ 11lI"inl; pllTlicula rly distinguished himself at the 
b'"tks ofChalllpioll'S H ill, J ackson, allll th~ Sil"g" 
o f Vickshu rg. he was 111 l~sl, by reason or business 
re'l' lircmcnts, impelled 10 res ign, leaving thl' sc rvl"e 
with lUnch creJit, carryinl-( with him the love and 
regrets of his men, and for his gll[bnt ry ~ Llo.:\·el_ 
Lri~adie r.geocral's commission. aun 1In eXJlcnsiv~ 

an(l handsome sword, ~"ilably in~tibed, a tes timo_ 
nial froJll the offi"ers ur his regimellt , with wholll he 
had pnrticipaled ill so many plellsures lIn d danger~. 

[II June, 186J. Ceneral M. M. Crocker, wri li 'lS \0 
President Lincoln, says: " I had t he honor to COllI. 
mand Colonel Hill is i'l the late Caml)aigll of G eneral 
(;rant in Mississippi. from Port Gihson unt il arter 
the hllUle of Champion H ills. In the march and 
on the baltle field he ~~hibited a1\ the highes t ,)\1,,1. 
itics of a ~oldier, nnd :m unusual c:lpnci ty fo r ("01111_ 
mand. 1\1 J :r..chon his regiment held th e positiun 
most exposed, and wilh unJaullted cOll ra,,;e drove 
eve rything hefore the'n. AI Champion H ills. whe re 
the fi~ht was r\lnst desperate and the situlI t ioll of 
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