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‘The Passing of the Honorable George W. Bemis After
a Long Life That Was Full of Good Works
and .Noble Deeds-for-Humanity. .
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Our’ well known and highly rospected
fellow citizen, (i. W. Bemis, after a
long illness, died at his home in this
city on the mnightof  September 2+
1005, Ile had survived his oxcellent
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He engaged_in school teaching and was
elected town superintendent of schools,

In 1854 he came to Jowa and settled
at Independence: All the remaining
years of his life were spent here, ex-
cept when absent: occupying official
station. s

His first oflice in Jowa was that of
county surveyor of this county. ~ Sub-
sequently he gvas elected a member of
the first boan?r)f supervisors of Buch-
anan county. In.the faH of 1K5%ho
was elected to the legisature and served.
in the house of the Fighth general as-
-sembly-of -Town,-with entire acceptance
to his constituency. After the close of
this legislative duty he was appointed
as railrond postal clerk and faithfully
served as such for the lung period of
seven years on the [llinois Central ho-
twoeen Dubuque and Sioux City. .

In 1860 tho Twelvth general assemhly
passed the act providing for -a state
hospital for the insnne at Independ:

.and appointed. .three commission-
ers, charged wi oC
the site and with the responsibility of
‘the “eonsgtruotion of ‘the buildings:--In-
the autumn’ of the samo year the resi-
dent commissioner, Albert Clarke, was
cilled away by death. Mr. Bemis was
appointed to the place, and served as
secretary ‘and treasurer practically dur-
ing the entire period of construction.
The lirge state appropriations, amount-
ing to nearly a million dollars, _passo.d
throngh his hands, yet so jL\ iciously
was the great sum expended,' and so
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bonestly—was it-disbursed. that it has
long been a source of local pride, nay,
of state pride as well, that no taint of
jobbery or corruption has ever smirched
the good nameof this state institution.

In 1871 Mr. Bemis was elected to the
state senate, and served in the Tour-
teenth and Fifteenth general assemblies.
Ile was not n talkafive member, but
examined proposed legislation with so
much care and gave evidence of such
sound judgment that he gained the rep-
utation of an excellent legislator, and

is opinion was often considered un
authority., An ovidence of this high
degree of confidénce reposed in his
judgment is found in tho 'l’nct th.ﬂt
while serving as senator bill _appro~
priating $200,000 for this Iospital,
under his statement was passed by the
genate without a dissenting vote.

In 1876 he was elected treasurer of
the state of Iowa, He was re-clected in
1878, -serving two terms of two years
each, Upon qualifying for this im-
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Mrs, Johannn Bray

passed away at hor homo, north of this
city, on Fridny morning, after an.ill-,
ness- -oxtending over several weeks,|
Her demise was due to her advanced
age. Sho was horn in Irelapd in 1824,
and when a young girl came to Amer-
ica. She lived her early life in Wix-
consin;, and wans married there to John
Bray. -. For many years they wero rﬁqi-

T.
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Bray's—deanth ,occurred._in- 1806, -

‘ohildren-wara-born..to-thom,' nino_o
whom are livibg .and were in nitend-
ance upon the ‘finnl obsoquies, - They
are Mra. R. D. O'Brion, of this city;
Mrg, J. "D, Miller, of Masonvillo:
Stephen DBray, township;
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he hasg until recently spent a vory com-
fortable old ago. )
“Tn overy position o whieh™ lio " wis [
called during his long life be uniformly
filled the oflice with intelligence, cap-
ability and integrity. These are tho
great qualifications for the discharge
of public. trnsts; without them, there
is no safety, but with .these safeguards
there Js no danger in public oflicoe for
the American people. - £
Mr. Bemis descended from a long
line of Now KEngland ancestors, whose
probable virtues seofn to be exemplilied
in his charancter. Opposed to every-
thing tyrannicyd, nnjust or deleterious
to the public-welfare,—he-was-in senti-
ment an abolitionist, an "advocate of
temperanco, a sturdy republican and n
beliover in woman suffrage.
Providence endowed him with a won-
dertully retentive memory. Frequently

quote the substance of printed articles
published _ forty-five years” ago. ‘This
ability to recall and re-state converga-
tions made him a very delightful com-
-panion-during--his-later..years,.-particu- |
Inrly’ when referring to anecdotes, rem-
iniscences and specches of prominent
men of the former generation.
He was just a good, - plain,
relinble, patriotic citizen. Therc was
no prevarication in his character, It
he was for you he said so;, if against
you, one knew it without asking.
There are many qnulities of his mind
and heart and many :ots of his long

honest,

of emulation, r .
I1ig earthly race is run, Sorrowfully
we lay our old-time, long-time friend
aside with many, many memories.
—W. G. Donnan.

The funeral rites were. held at the
family home yesterdny—aftornoon- at
2:0. Many old-time friends Ezathered
to pay their final token of respect to
the decensed. Rev. D. W. Fahy, of the-
Iivst Presbytorian church, conducted
the services apd paid a high tribute to
the life of the deceased. 'The pallbear-
ors, hoth honorary and active, wero
chosen from amorig tho personal friends
of Mr. Bemis. Honorary—Z%, Stout,
W. (., Donnan, E. Cobb, R, Bartle.
D. F. Bisbeo, Jed Lake, 7. W, Lambh,
I5. Leach.  Active—>M. W. Harmon,
O. M. Gillett, IR B. Raines, John
Barnett; B. \W, Tabhor, R. D. Dackus.
The interment was in Onkwood ceme-
tery.
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George G. \Wright, who was a member of the Senate from lowu, pro.
nounced his acquittal just and his opinion was heartily indorsed by the
people of Towa who never lost confidence in the gallant officer. Genera]
Belknap died at Washington, October 13, 1890, and was buried in the
National Cemetery at Arlington. Hugh J., a son of General Belknap,
became a member of Congress from Chicago.

GEORGE W, BEMIS was horn in Spencer, Massachusetts, on the 13th
of October 1826. His father removed with his family to Genesee County,
New York, in 1837, where George, who was the only son, remained on his
father's farm until the age of twenty-one. He received a good education
and taught school for several years. In 1854 he came to Iowa, taking up
his residence at Independence, Buchanan County, which became his per-
manent home. Mr., Bemis served several years as county surveyor. In
1859 he was elected on the Republican ticket to the House of the Kighth
General Assembly, serving through the regular and extra sessions. He
was for seven years in the postal service. In 1871 he was elected to the
State Senate, serving four years. He was for many years Commissioner
of the Hospital for the Insane at Independence of which he was treas.
urer. In 1876 he was elected State Treasurer on the Republican ticket
and at the expiration of the term was reélected, serving four years. The
State has never had a more competent and faithful public official than
George W. Bemis.

NARCISSA T. BEMIS was born in Alabama. Genesee County, New
York, May 8, 1829, She came to Iowa and on the 11th of April, 1855, mar-
ried George W. Bemis, who became a prominent public official of the
State. Their home was at Independence, in Buchanan County. During
the Civil War Mrs, Bemis wuas one of the most efficient and devoted work-
ers on the Sanitary Commission and untiring in her labor to aid the sol-
diers in camp, hospital and field. She was an active worker in the Chil-
dren’s Aid Society, the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union and many
other good works. Mrs. Bemis was especially interested in the Political
Equality Club and was a life-long worker for the enfranchizement of
women, giving her time, work and means liberally for the advancement of
this cause before the State Legislatures. She was a valued worker in the
Towa Unitarian Association. She died on the 9th of August, 1809.

THOMAS 1. BENTON, JR., was a nephew of the great Missouri
statesman whose name he bore. He was born in Williamson County, Ten-
nessee, on the 5th of September, 1816. His edueation was acquired at
Huntington Academy and he graduated from Marion College, Missouri
In 1830 he located at Dubuque, Towa, where he taught school and after
wards became a merchant. In 1846 he was elected to the Senate of the
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the county has failed to receive the hearty support
of Mr. Cooley. As early as 1856 he was one of the
prominent men in organizing a railroad company
called the Northwestern, of which he was made the
attorney. The financial depression delayed this
enlerprise, but after repeated trials the road, under
another name, reached Decorah in September, 1869,
Upon the celebration of its completion Mr. Cooley
was very appropriately made the orator for the oc-
casion. Two ycars after he settled in Decorah an
effort was made to remove the county seat to Freg-
port, three miles castward, and but for the adroit
efforts of Mr. Cooley and a few other persons the
project would probably have succeeded.

Mr. Cooley came to Decorah to practice law and
to make it his business for life. He has carried
out his intentions almost to the letter, and has at-
tained eminence in his profession. The few offices
which he has held were urged upon him by the par-
tiality of friends. In the spring of 1855 he was
elected prosecuting attorney for the county, serving
two years. When, in 1857, Decorah was incorpo-
rated he was chosen president of its board of trus-
tees; and in October of the same year he was
elected to the lower branch of the general assem-
bly, the seventh, which was the first under the new
constitution. Young as he was, and wholly inexpe-
rienced in legislative matters, he was placed at the
head of the committee on federal relations. He
was also on other important committees, such as
the judiciary and township and county organiza-
tions, doing valuable work on all of them, as well as
on 5|:V€rﬂ[ SQIECI. COI"I'IIl'Iiu.ECS.

HON. GEORGE W. BEMIS, -
INDEPENDENCE,

EORGE WASHINGTON BEMIS, a native

of Massachusetts, was born in Spencer, Wor-
cester county, on the 13th of October, 1826, and is
the son of Eleazer and Susan (Hartwell) Bemis.
His great-grandfather, Edmund Bemis, commanded
a company in the expedition against Crown Point,
in 1755-56. His father moved with his family to
Alabama, Genesee county, New York, in 1837, and
there resumed his occupation of farming; George,
an only son, remaining at home until he was of age.
After closing his studies in the common school, he at-

tended about four terms at the Carysville Collegiate

THE UNITED STAT'ES BIOGRAPHICAL. DICTIONARY.

In 1861 Mr, Cooley was appointed postmaster of
Decorah, but resigned at the end of Lwo years. In
September, 1864, Presideng, Lincoln appointed him
commissary of subsistence in the volunteer service,
with the rank of captain of cavalry. He held this
position until October, 1865, when he was breveted
major for meritorious services, and received his dis-
charge the following month,

Twice his republican friends in Winneshiek county
have presented his name before district conventions
for congressional nomination, but in both instances
competing candidates bore off the palm, and he
magnanimously took the stump and aided in their
election, .

Mr. Cooley has profound respect for the bible; is
familiar with its teachings, and has aimed to live a
blameless life. He has no church connection. E

On the 18th of March, 1856, he was united in
marriage with Miss Jane M. Rhodes, of Dubuque, a 3
lady of very fine talent as an amateur artist in oil 3
colors. They have two sons, both students in the i ||
literary department of Michigan University. Both, ¢
it is understood, have the law profession in view, "

Mr. Cooley, like his sons, is a student,— such, at i
least, he regards himself. He loves the practice of
la% much better than politics, and still pursues its 2
study with the relish and eagerness of youthful man.-
hood. Though standing high at the bar, he hasa
loftier altitude simply as an attorney, to which he &
honorably aspires. Office has lost its charps for
him, if it ever had any. Through his success at the '
bar he has obtained a competency, and has one of
the most elegant and costly residences in Decorah. &

time on the farm. g
In 1854 he removed to Independence, Iowa, where ;
he has since resided. The first three or four years §

either as a county, legislative or government officer.§
The year after settling in Independence he was’

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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in that capacity for two years. He was a member
of the cighth general assembly in 1859-60, and of
the extra war session of 1861, He acted in the
capacity of postal clerk on the Dubunque and Sioux
City railroad about seven years, and from 1871 to
1875 was o member of (he state senate. e was o
commissioner, and secretary and treasurer ol the
commissioners, of the Hospital for the Insane, at
Independence, when elected senator, and resigned
“1o fill the latter office.  In April, 1872, he was reap-
pointed a commissioner, and at present (1877) holds
that position. Being the only resident commissioner,
his responsibilities are very great, but he has never
failed to discharge them with the utmost fidelity.
In the summer of 1876 he was nominated on the

65
republican ticket for treasurer of state. e has
always voted with that party.

In every position which Mr. Bemis has occupied
he has discharged his dnties faithfully and satis-
factorily.  As a legislator, he was a constant worker
andl wise counselor. He was chairman of more than
one important committee, and at the close of every
session stood higher in the esteem of the people,
whose confidence in him is shown in their placing
the treasury of the state in his hands. Every nomi-
nation which he has received has been unsought.

On the rith of April, 1855, he was married to
Miss Narcissa 1. Roszell, of Independence, a lady of
fine accomplishments and of most excellent family
T'hey have three children.

GENERAL DAVID B. HILLIS, M.D,

KNEONUK.

G]‘;NEKAL DAVID BURK HILILIS, sccond
colonel 17th Towa Infantry, is a native of Jef-
ferson county, Indiana, and was born on the 24th of
July, 1825. He is a son of David Hillis, who was
quite a distinguished whig politician, and at one
time licutenart-governor of Indiana. His ancestors
were from the north of Ireland, and of the I'rotest-
ant faith. His grandfather Hillis was a soldier in
the revolutionary war,

General Hillis was educated at the University of
South Hanover, Indiana, and studied medicine at
Madison, Indiana, with the then distinguished Dr.
William Davidson, a graduate of Edinburgh, Scot-
land. e graduated at St. Louis, Missouri, and at
the age of twenty-one commenced the practice of
his profession in Jackson county, Indiana. For
cleven years he gave to his profession his undivided
attention, and at the end of that time had attained
a high standing among the members of his fraterni-
ty. In 1858 he abandoned his profession to engage
in mercantile pursuits,  Moving west, he located in
Woowmfield, Davis county, Iowa, where he continued
in business till the summer of 1860, when he re-
moved to Keokuk, lowa, and there, in partnership
with his brother-in-law, Oscar Kiscr, established
himself in the dry-goods trade. In Augusi, 1861,
he was appointed an aid-de-camp to Governor Kirk-
wood. This position he held till the r4th of March,
1862, when he was commissioned lieutenant-colonel
of the r7th Infantry. Hon. John W. Rankjn, a
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distinguished lawyer, was the colonel. In August,
1862, Colonel Rankin tendered his resignation, and
on its acceptance Lieutenant-Colonel Hillis was pro-
moted to the colonelcy of his regiment. Having,
with his regiment, been engaged in many skirmishes
and severely contested battles under General Grant,
in the campaign against Vicksburg, through central
Mississippi, the Yazoo Pass, and afterward down
the Mississippi river to the “flanking " of Vicksburg,
and having particularly distinguished himself at the
battles of Champion’s Hill, Jackson, and the sicge
of Vicksburg, he was at last, by reason of business
requirements, impelled to resign, leaving the service
with much credit, carrying with him the love and
regrets of his men, and for his gallantry a brevet-
brigadier-general's commission, and an expensive
and handsome sword, suitably inscribed, a testimo-
nial from the officers of his regiment, with whom he
had participated in so many pleasures and dangers,
In June, 1863, General M. M. Crocker, writing to
President Lincoln, says: “ I had the honor to com-
mand Colonel Hillis in the laté campaign of General
Grant in Mississippi, from Port Gibson until after -
the hattle of Champion Hills, In the march and
on the battle field he exhibited all the highest ¢ual-
itics of a soldier, and an unusual capacity for com-
mand. At Jackson his regiment held the position
most exposed, and with undaunted courage drove
everything before them. At Champion Hills, where
the fight was most desperate and the situation of

ource: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Hist8Meal Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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