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DR. JAMES D. WRIGHT

Pioneer Citizen of Lucas County Who Died in Chariton, Decem-
ber 26, 1905, Aged 85 Years

Some time during the still white;

hours of the early morning following
a happy Christmas day the undaunted
soul of James D. Wright winged its
way into the great beyond. The quiet
summons came in a stroke of paraly-
sis as he slept, at the home of his son,
Jenk E. Wright.

He was buried from the home of his
daughter, Mrs. Joseph A. Brown,
Thursday afternoon, December 27, at
2 o’clock. The services were marked
by simplicity in keeping with his life
and Quarker faith, A prayer was of-
fered by Rev. F. B. Palmer of the
Raptist church, and hymns sung by a
male quartette. The services at the
grave were in charge of the G. A. R.

Dr. Wright had been suffering from
a sight indisposition and while he was
unable to participate in the festivities
of the day, he seemed, %o his family,
to have throwu off the weakness of the
previous days and to have almost re-
gained his usual strength, and in his
always bappy, cheery and interesting
way had talked of the diys that were
gone, especially of those times when
‘‘the boys in blue answerel to their
country’s call.”’

and attended with many difficulties;
as the journey was made by boat on
the Ohio, by stage across the state
from Wheeling to Cleveland, then
again by boat to Montreal and finally
down the Hudson to the city. . He has
often said it was the most interesting
trip that he had ever made. At that
time - there were neither telegraph,
telephone nor railroad.

After reaching New York he entered
the College of Physicians and Sur-
geons and was appointed district phy-
siocian, having under his jurisdiction
that part of New York City known as
‘‘Five Points,’’ at that time con-
sidered one of the worst and most de-
graded places in the civilized world.

Varied experiences came to him ‘‘a
green boy from the back-woods’'' as he
said,and his ohservation and the wide
knowledge gained in ministering to
all kinds and classes of humanity,
helped to develop his judgement and
professional skill. ~He returned to
practice in his native town and rode
on herse-back far and wide through
the country, enduring the hardships
common to & physieian in the pioneer
days.

had been fostered in the soil of the
Ohio wilderness.

While in Knoxville he took an active
part in organizing the County Fair
Asgsociation, as he believed that Iowa
was to become a great agricultural
state. He became identified with the
State Board of Agricultare and was a
director eleven years. He believed
the state fair should be the means of ed-
ucating the people as to the possibili-
ties of the state, in the development
of fine stock and agriculture, and he
advocated making the cash premiums
open to the world and not confine
them to the state.

In 1861 he moved to Chariton and
purchased the flour mill. Later in
the year he offered his serviess to
Governor Kirkwood as a surgeon in
the army, buot being unable to find
any one else who could ron the mill,
he deciced that he must postpome his
going and ‘‘could do more good by
grinding at the mill and helpimg the
families of toe boys that were gone, '’
a§ there was no other mill within
twenty-tive miles. When the call came
again, in 1864, he succeeded im get-
ting some one to iake charge of the
mill and he enlisted as a private in
the 46th Towa. He was soon made a
sargeon of the 47th Iowa. Owing to
iillness of other surgeons, he assumed
the care of an additiounal regiment, a
gun-boat agronnd 1n the river amd the
refugee hospital. His health was soon
affected by the strain but he persisted
ih his determination to remaim until
his regiment was mustcred out.

He was clected to the state senate
in 1867 from the b5th senatorial dis-
trict, and served in the 12th and 13th
general assemblies with eredit to him-
relf and his district, his clearmess of
mind and integrity of purpose giving
him much influence with his fellow-
members. He was elected a trustee of
the State College of Agricultmre at
Ames and served during the building
and organization of the schvel and
always retained an active interest in
its progress.

He was also associated with the
early bistory and had a part in baild-
ing the Burlington railroad through
lowa.

In an autobigiaphical sketch pre-
pared by him for the Lucas County
Historical Society, his love far the
state is evidevced in the statemert that
“I have traveled from the Atlamtic to
the Pacific and have seen many fine
places but considering climate, health
and bappiness, Towa suits me as well
as any place that I have ever meen, '

It was always a delight #o his
friends to listen to Dr. Wright’s rem-

experiences, for his gentle humor and
his appreciation of the relation of per-

annal hannaninma tn  tha lnscar e .
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James D. Wright was born in Bel-
mont, Belmont County, Ohio, Novem-
ber 380, 1820. Hit grandfather came
from the city of Dublin Ireland, in
1802 and entered, with others, a sec-
tion of land where the town of Bel-
mont now stands. His mother’s
ancestors came fromn England to Mary-
land with Lord Baltimore and thence
to Ohio.

As a lad he walked three miles to
school in winter, learning his a, b, ¢’s
from crude letters pasted on a paddle.
The children sat on benches made of
slabs, the school house being of hewn
logs. He did not like to go to school
and as his father did not believe in
jdleness, he worked on the farm much
of the time, going to school intermait-
tently : his fondness for horses made
work on the farm a delight to him.
When sixteen yvears of age he teamed
across the mouutains, over the gov-
ernment pike, to Baltimore, and he
often recalled the refrain of a song
sung by teamsters in condemnation of
the railroad of which there was talk
of building and which they believed
would be a calamity. After a few
glimpses into the world, he realized
‘that he must have an education, so he
left home and went to school at Mon-
roe Academy at Woodfeld for aboat
three vears. At the end of that time,
e decided to study medicine and
went for that purpose to Cineinnati
in 1843, where he graduated. He then
went to New York City a journey at
that time fraught with great interest

At the time of the Mexican War, he
determined to go as a surgeon, bot on
reaching Nashville, Tenn., he was
taken very ill and obliged to return
home.

Nn Msarch 3, 1847, he married Mar-
garet Ann Evans, to whose loving
kindness, strength of character and
wise jndgoment, he attributed the con-
tinnal happiness of the thirty-seven
years of their married life. He joined
the Odd Fellows organization in 1852,
having first been identitied with the
lodge at Morristown, Ohio.

He took an active part in the build-
ing of the B. & O. Railroad through
Ohio. Im 1833, owing to ill health, he
with his wife visited the west, travel-
ing over Indiana, Illinois and Iowa as
far west as Conncil Bluffs, where, after
waiting three days ‘*for the wind to
stop blowing so the river could be
crossed to Omaha, ""he turned back. In
the fall of 1856, they settled in Knox-
ville, Jowa, having heen advised ‘‘not
to go farther west than the Des
Moines River, as the Great American
Desert would soon be reached, and the
land was of little value except in
strips near the streams. "’

The winters of 1856 and 1857 were
of extreme rigor and many were the
hardships encountered. Strange indeed

was the country to the wife and three
children who came in their Quaker
honnets and speaking ‘‘the plain lan-'
guage:'’ for true to the inheritance of
generations, who lay in the Quakarl
barying ground in Dublin, the faith

places but considering climate, health
and happiness, Iowa sunits me as well
as auy place that I have ever seen.’’

It was always a delight to his
friends to listen to Dr. Wright’s rem-
iniscences of early days and pioneer
experiences, for his gentle humor and
his appreciation of the relation of per-
sronal happenings to the larger events
which were then making history, gave
interest to whatever he had to eay.
Always modest and unassuming, ope
pever knew what an important factor
he often was in many of these events.

His strong affection for his friends
coupled with a remarkable memory,
and his charity for his fellow-men,
gave him a most entertaining fund of
anecdotes. Always a great reader, he
never lost his interest in the events of
the dav. He left in manuscript his
reminiscences of early years which
will be a priceless legacy to his chil-
dren and his grandchildren.

Although stricken first with paraly-
slg in 1874, by the force of his indom-
itable will and resovlute courage, he
arose above the affliction, and, al-
though always under the shadow of
the disease, he lived a life of cheerfnl-
ness.

On Thanksgiving day his eighty-
fifth birthday was celebrated most
happily at the home of his daughter,
Mrs. Joseph A. Brown. Scores of let-
ters of congratolation came to him
from his old friends from all parts of
the country and the intervening days
were filled with happy reminiscences
a8 he acenowledged these letters.

He bhad said *‘I try not to worry but
be as cheerful as I can, knowing the
end will conie some time—I have ex-
pected it a long time.’’ In the hearts

~of his friends will remain the memory

of a man whose life stood for some-
thing definite; steadiness of parpose,
integrity, kindliness and the modesty
that is the mark of a gentlewman.

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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ESTABLISHED 1857

CHARITON,

PIONEER PASSES AWAY
Dr. J. D, Wright Died Tuesday,

—~———Aged 85 Years

Some time during the still white
hours of the enrly’ morning following
8 hnppy Christmas day the undaunted
sonl of James D. Wright winged its
The quiet
summons came in & stroke of paraly-
eig ag he glept, at the home of his son,
Jenk E, Wright.

He wus buried from the home of his
daughter, Mrs, Josoph A. Brown,
Thursday afternoon, December 27, at
2 o'clock. The services were marked
by simplicity in keeping with his life
and Quarker faith. A prayer was of-
fered by Rev, F. B. Palmer of the
Raptist church, and hymns sung by a
male quartette. The services. at the
grave were in charge of the G. A. R,

Dr. Wright had been suffering from
a gight indisposition and while he was
unable to participate in the festivitics
of the day, he seemed, %0 his family,
to have throwu off the weakness of the
previous days'and to have almost re-
gained his usual strength, and in his
always happy. cheery and interesting
way had talked of the days that were
gone, especinliy of those times when
‘‘the boys in blue answered to their
countryv's eall. '’

James D, Wright was born in Bel-
mont, Belmont County, Ohio, Novem-
ber 30, 1820. His grandfather came
from the city of Dublin, Ireland, in
1802 and entered, with others, a sec-
tion of land where the town of Bel-
mont now stands. His mother’s
ancestors came from England o Mary-
land with Lord Baltimore and thence
to Ohio. -

As a lad he walked three miles to
school in winter, learning his a, b, o’s
from crude letters pasted on a paddle.
The children sat on benches made of
glabs, the school house being of hown
logs. He did not like to go to school
and as his father did not believe in
idleness, he worked on the farin wuch
of the time,, going to school intermit-
tently : his fondness for horses made
work on the farm a delight to him,
When sixteen yenrs of nge he teamed
across the mountains, over the gov-
ernment plke, to Baltimoroe, and hLe

often recoalled the refrain of a sung

sung by teamsters in condemnation of

i the.rallrond of .whioh thero was. talk.

of buildiug and'which they belleved
would be n culamity. After a few
glimpses into the world, he realized
_that ha must have an education, so he
left home and went to suhool at Mon=-
roe Academy ut Woodfleld for nbont
three years. At the end of that time,

 he decided to study medicine and

went for that puarpose to Cincinnati
in 1843, where he graduated, Ho then
went to New York City a journey at
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Tho winters of 1856 and 1857 wcfr51
of extreme rigor and many wers the |
hardships encountered. Strange Indeed |
was the conntry to the.wife and three |
children who eawe in their Quaker |
bonnets and epeaking *‘the plain lsn- |
guage;'’ for true to the inheritance of
generations, who lay in the Quaker
barying ground in Dubiin, the Laith |
had been fostered in the soll of tue
‘Ohio wilderness. I

While in Knoxville he took an active |
pert in organizing the County Fair |
Association, as he believed that Tows
was to become a great agricultural
state. He hecame identified with the
State Board of Agriculture and was a
director eleven years. He believed
the state fair should be a means of ed-
ucating the people as to the possibili-
ties of the atate, in the development
of fine stock and agriculture, and he
advocated making the cash preminma
open to the worid and not confine
them to the state. :

In 1861 he moved to Chariton and
purchased the flour mill. Later if
the yeur he offered his services to
Governor. Kirkwood as a surgeon in
the army, but being unable to find
any one elss who could ran the mill,

will and he enlisted as a private in
the 46th Towa. He was soon made a
surgeon of the 47th lowa. Owing tc
illness of other surgeons, he assumed
the care of an additional regiment, a
gun-boat aground 1n ths river and the
refugee hospital. FHig health was soon
affected by the strain but he persisted
in his determination to remain until
his regiment was must ‘red out.

He svas cleoted to the state senate
in 1807 from the 5th senatorial dis-
triet, and served in the 19th and 13th
gmm“
self and his district, his clearness of
mind and integrity of purpose giving
him much influence with his fellow-
mombora. He was elected a trustee of
the State College of Agriculture at
Ames and served during the building
and organization of the schuol and.
always rofalded an_aotive intorest in'
its progress, : & TaiTh

He was aleo  associated with the
early history and had a part in build-
ing the Burlington railroad through
Towa.
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of building and'which they belleved
wonld be a cdlamity. Atter a few
glimpses into the world, he realized

“that he mnst have an education, 8o he

left howme and weant to school at Mon*
roe Academy at Woodfeld for aboat
three years. At the end of that time,
he decided to study medicine and

' went for that purpose to Cincinnati

in 1843, where he gradunted. He then
went to New York City a journey at
that time fraught swith greal interest
and attended with many diffeulties;

as the journey was made by hont on
the Ohio, by stage across tho state
from Wheeling to Cleveland, then
agsin hy boat to Montreal and finally

' down the Hudson to the city. He has

often said it was the most interesting
trip that ho had ever made. At that
time thera were neither telegraphb,
telephone nor rallrond,

After reaching New York he entered
the College of Physicians and Sur-
geons and was appointed district phy-
gioian, having under his jurisdiction

. that part of New York City known as

“‘Five Points,’' at that time con-
sidered one of the worst and most de-
graded places in the clvilized world.
. Varied experiences cime to him '‘a

green boy from the back-woods’' as he
gaid,and his ohservation and the «<ide
knowledge .gained in mialstering to
all kinds and classes of humanity,
helped to develop his judgement and
professional skill. He returned to
practice in his native town and rode
on horse-bick far nnd wide through
the country, enduring the hardships
common to a physiclan in the pioneer
daye. .

At the timo of the Mexioan War, he
determiped to go as & surgeon, bat on
reaching Nashville, Tenn., he was
taken very i1l and obliged to return
home, *

Nn Maroh 8, 1847, he married Mar-
garst Ann Evans, to whose loving
kipdness, strongth of oharaoter and

wise jndgoment, he nttributed the con-
tiual bappiness of the thirty-seven
years of thoir married life. He joined
the 0dd Fellows organization in 1853,
having first been identified with the
lodge at Morrlstown, Ohio.

He took an active part in the build-
ing of the B. & O. Railroad through
Ohlo. In 1868, owing to Ull health,he
with his wife visited the west, travel-
ing over Indiana, Illinois and Iowa as
far west as Council Bluffs, where,after
walting three days ‘‘for the wind to
stop blowing so the river could be
orossed to Omaha, ’'he turned back. In
the £all of 1866, they settled in Knox-
ville, Town, having heen advised '‘not
to go tarther west than the Das
Molnes River, as the Great American
Desert would soon bo reuched, and the

ing the Burlington railrond throngh
Towa.

In an autobigiapbical sketch pre-
pared by him for the Lucas County
Historical Society, his love for the

state is evidenced In the statement that

] have traveled from the Atlantic to
the Pacific and have seen many fine
places but considering climate, health
and happiness, Jowa suits me as well
as any place that I have ever seen.”
It was always a delizht to his
friends to listen to Dr. Wright's rew-
iniscences of early days and pioneer
experiences, for his geatle humor and
liis appreciation of the relation of per-
gonal happenings to the larger events

interest to whatever he had to say.

he often was in many of these events.

coupled with s remarkable memory,
and his charity for his fellow-men.

dren and his grandchildren.
Although stricken first with paraly-

ness. =

happily at the home of his daughter,

ters -of congratulation came to him
from his old friends from all parts of
the country and the intervening days

as he acenowledged these letters.
He bad said ‘‘I try not to worry bnt

end will coms some time—I bhave ex-
pected it a long time.’’ In the hearts
of his friends will remain the memocry
of a man whose life stood for some-
thing definite; steadiness of parpose,
integrity, kindliness and the modesty
that is the mark of a gentleman.

An Emergency Medicine

For sprains. bruoises, barns, scalds
and similar injuries, there ia nothing
g0 good as Chamberlain’s Pain Balm.
1t "soothes the. wouud and not only
givea instant rellef [rom pain, bnt
causes the Alp_nrta to heal in about one
third the tims required by the usual
treatment. As it _is an nntlsspiic all
danger from hlood pullunfng fe

avoided. Sold by Storle & Pation,

which were then muking history, gave

Always modest and unassumiug, one
never knew what an important factor

His strong affection for his friends
gave him a most entertaining fund of
anecdotes. Always a great reader, he
pever lost his interest in the events of | symp
the dsr. He left in manuscript his

reminiscences of early years which
will be a priceless legacy to his chil-

Mrs. Joseph A, Brown. Scores of let-

were Hlled with happy reminiscences
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handsome fortune. This Was the result of 'his habits df prudence and
economy no less than of his large business ability. While he was strictly
ecnomical in his personal habits, and cautious in his expeniditares, those
who were closest to him and knew him best'have known that he was always
charitable to the unfortunate, dispensing gifts with a liberal hand to the
deserving poor. Aside from the acrimony arising from strénuous politics,
and the many bitter memories which so long survived the civil war, he was
a man of kind and genial disposition—a man of many friends. While he
remained in editorial life he often indulged in kind words eoncerning the
Historical Department. No man in Iowa wasmore deeply pleased to hear
of its continued growth. An tinusnally fine photograph, with one of his
rare autograph letters, are pleasant memorials of this pioneer farmer and
journalist. :

James D. WeiaHT was.born in Belmont county, Ohio, Nov. 30, 1820; he
-+ died at Chariton, Towa, Dec. 26, 1905. His parents were pioneers in Ohio,
-and as was usually the case with the children of early settlers, his youth
-~ involved much hard work on the farm, with meager-education. His first
experience with the world at large came at the age of sixteen, when he
- teamed across the mountains over the government pike to Baltimore. A
- few glimpses. of the world made him realize the need of educaticn, and he
left home and for three years attended Monroe Aeademy at Woodfield, O.
In 3840 he began the study of medicine and graduated from the Medical
Collpge in Cincinnati in 1843. Heimmediately set out for New York, pur-
suing further courses in medicine and surgery, soen receiving theappoint-
ment of physician of a district including the Five Points in New York.
His experience in this celebrated region was varied and valuable in the
evelopment of professional skill, but it convinced him that his futare
i2s in the west, and he returned to Belmont, where he began tho practice
of medicine. At the outbreak of the Mexiean war he sought service as a
‘#sargeon, but his health was broken by illness at Nashville, and he was
obliged to return home. In 1856 he came west, intending to go beyond the
4 :Missounri; but inclement weather prevented, and: he settled in.Enoxville,
. Marion county, where he lived until 1861, when he removed to Chariton,
where he continued to reside until his death. Besides his interest in his
. profession, Dr, Wright was generally concerned in outside business under-
kings and in the promotion of civic and social enterprises. He was ac-
tively engaged in the building of the B, & O. R. R, in Ohio, and later in
ipromoting the Burlington road in Iowa. At Knoxville he was active in
heuccQrganizing the County Fair Association and was identified with the State
&t lowBoard of Agriculture, of which he was a directer for eleven years. At
« PuiGhariton he purchased a flonring mill and condu¢ted it for 8 number of
Jears, . It was an important ins n in those ddys, being the oily mill
ithin many miles of that point. So important was the mill that he was
E.g "¥pable ta secnre competent help to manage it during the early days of the
ily, s CiYl war, and was thus prevented from eulisting. as he greatly desired to
do, Because the operation of the mill was essential to the people of Lucas
@Gy Sounty. It was not until 1864 that he secured a competent sabstitute and
renpon enlisted as a private in the 46th Jowa. Very soon thereafter he
8 made surgeon of the 47th Iowa. Owing to the illness of other physi-
was givén the care of an additional regiment nnd at owe-tiine was
charge of a refugee hospital. 'After the war he was elected to the State
ate from the 5th district and ‘sérved during the 12th und I3th general
teBf8emblies. He won high esteem and gederal coufidence, and was elected
O ‘L'_il_a ee of the Iowa State College of Agricilture at” Aines, ind served dur-
IRg the important formative days of that institution,” In 1874 Dr. Wright
yas, tricken with puralysis, but he was a man of firm, vigorous will power,
(il disposition, and'in large part overeame the asilent and con-

o be n'sttong, intlaential citizen to the day of his death.

owa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Socig
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leave to report that they have had the same under consideration and have
instructed me to report the same back to the Senate with the recommenda-
tion that the same be referred to the Sifting committee.

W C. HAYWARD,
Chairman.
Referred to the Sitting committee.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS.

By Senator Courtright, Senate file No. 347, a bill for an act
to amend the law as it appears insection twenty hundred twenty-

six (2026) of the supplement to the code, relating to street.

railways over highways.
Read first and second time and referred to Sifting committee.

Senator Hasselquist, from the special committee appcinted to
draft suitable resolutions respecting the death of the late Dr,
James D. Wright of Chariton, Lucas county, lowa, submitted
the following report:

Mr. President:— Your special committee appointed to draft reso-
lutions of respect to the memory, life, character and public services to
his state and nation, of the late Dr. James D. Wright of Chariton, Lucas
County, Iowa, respectfully submit the following:

Dr. James D. Wright, who was an honored and trusted member of the
Senate of the Twelvth and Thirteenth eneral Assemblies, departed this

life December 26th, 1905, at Chariton, Lucas County, lowa, in his 86th
year.

Dr. Wright was born in Belmont County, Ohio, November BGth: 1820,
of Quaker parentage, his father’s family having come to that locality as
pioneers; he attended school in the winter and worked on the Yarm in
the summer as was the custom of the pioneer children. Desiring fur-
ther education, he attended a near-by academy and later began the
study of medicing in Cinncinnati in 1843. After graduating he went to
New York to continue his medical studies in the College of Physicians
and Surgeons, from which institution he graduated and returned to Ohio
for the practice of his profession.

He was married in 1847 to Miss Margaret Ann Evans and four chil-
dren were born to them; his home was the center of his interests dur-
ing the thirty-seven years before the family circle was broken.

In 1856 he decided to move west with his family and settled in
Khoxville, Iowa. He took an active part in organizing a County Fair Asso-
ciation, believ ing that Iowa was to become a great agricultural state.
He also became identified with the State Board of Agriculture and was
a direftor eleven years. He believed the State Fair should be an edu-
cational influence in the state in developing agriculture and fine stock
and took an active part in bringing about this result.
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1 1861 he movéd lo Chariton, having.purchased a ﬂ‘(mill there.

ier he enlisted as a private in the 46th Iowa, but was soon made
surgeon of the 47th Towa. Owing to the illness of other surgeons, he
assumed the care of an additional regiment, a gun-boat aground in the
river and the refugee hospital. His health was soon affected by the
strain, but he persisted in his determination to remain until his regi-
ment was mustered out.

He was elected to the State Senate in 1867 from the 5th Senatorial
district, and served in the Twelvth and Thirteenth General Assemblies
with credit to himself and his district, his clearness of mind and integrity
of purpose giving him much influence with his fellow members. He was
elected a tru!t/ee of the State College of Agriculture at Ames and served
during the building and organization of the school, and always retained
an active interest in its progress. i

He was also associated with the early history and had a part in build-

. ing the Burlington railroad in Iowa.

Although stricken first with paralysis in 1874, by the force of his
indomitable will, and resolute courage, he arose above the affliction,
and, although always under the shadow of the disease, he lived a life
of cheerfulness, retaining a keen interest in the events of the day.

In the hearts of his friends will remain the memory of a man whose
life stood for something definite; steadiness of purpose, integrity, kind-
liness and the modesty that iz the mark of a gentleman,

Resolved by the Senate of the Thirty-fivst Geneval Assembly of the State of
[lozwa, That this memorial be adbpted, spread at length upon our Journal
and that an engrossed copy of these resolutions attested by the President
and Secretary of this Senate, be presen‘ed, with our sincere sympathy, to
the bereaved family of the deceased.

R. A. HassrLgQuisT,
Jas. H. Jamison,
MarionN F. SToOKEY.

Senator Hasselquist spoke as follows:

Mr. President and Fellow Senators:— It is with a sense of deep
sadness that I at this time arise desiring to pay a humble tributc *o the
memory of him who is the subject of these resolutions.

Some time during the still white hours of the early morning follow-
ing a happy Christmas day, the undaunted soul of James D. Wright
winged its way into the great beyond. The quiet summons came in a
stroke of paralysis as he slept, at the home of his son Jenk E. Wright.

He was buried from the home of his daughter, Mrs, Joseph A. Brown,
Thursday afternoon, December 28th, at 2 o’clock. ‘The services were
marked by simplicity in keeping with his life and Quaker faith. A
prayer was offered by Rev. F. B. Palmer of the Baptist church and hymns
sung by a male quartette. The services at the grave were in charge

of the G. A. R.
67

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Hisi
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Dr. Wright had been suffering from a slight indisposition and Wwu...
he was unable to participate in the festivities of the day, he seemed,
to his family, to have thrown off the weakness of the previous days and
to have almost regained his usual strength, and in his always happy,
cheery and interesting way had talked of the days that were gone, es-
pecially of those times when “the boys in blue answered to their coun-

try's call.”

James D. Wright was born in Belmont County, Ohio, November 30,
1820. His grandfather came from the city of Dublin, Ireland, in 1802
and entered, with others, a section of land where the town of Belmont

now stands. His mother's ancestors come from England to Maryland

with Lord Baltimore and thence to Ohio.

As a lad he walked three miles to school in winter, learning his a,
b, ¢'s from crude letters pasted on a paddle. The children sat on
benches made of slabs, the schoolhouse being of hewn logs. He did not
like to go to school and as his father did not believe in idleness, he
worked on the farm much of the time, going to school intermittently.
His fondness for horses made life on the farm a delight to him. When
sixteen years of age he teamed across the mountains, over the govern-
ment pike to Baltimore, and he often recalled the refrain of a song_
sung by teamsters in condemnation of the railroad of which there was
talk of building and which they believed would be a calamity. After
a few glimpses into the world, he realized that he must have an edu-
cation so he left home and went to school at Monroe Academy at
Woodfield for about three years. At the end of that time he decided
to study medicine and went for that purpose (e Cinncimnati in 1843,
where he graduated. He then went to New York City, a journey at
that time fraught with great interest and attended with many difficul-
ties, as the journey was made by boat on the Ohio, by stage across
the state from Wheeling to Cleveland, then again by boat to Montreal
and finally down the Hudson to the ecity. He has ofien said that it
was the most interesting trip that he had ever made, At that time
there was neither telegraph, telephone nor railroad.

After reaching New York he entered the College of Physicians and
Surgeons and was appointed distriet physician, having under his juris-
diction that part of New York City known ‘as “Five Pcints,” at that
time considered one of the worst and most degraded places in the civl-

lized world.

Varied experiences came to him “a green boy from the back woods”
as he said, and his observation and the wide knowledge gained in
ministering to all kinds and classes of humanity, helped to develop
his judgment and professional skill. He returned to practice in his
native town and rode on horseback far and wide through the country,
enduring the hardshinps common to physicians in the piomeer days.
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At the time of the Mexican War he determined to go as a surgeon,
but on reaching Nashville, Tenn.,, he was taken very ill and obliged
to return home.

On March 3, 1847, he married Margaret Ann Evans, to whose lov-
ing kindness, strength of character and wise judgment, he attributed
the continual happiness of the thirty-seven years of their married life.

He took an active part in the building of the B. and ‘O. railroad
through Ohio. In 1853, owing to ill health, he, with his wife, visited
the wesl, traveling over Indiana, Illinois and Iowa as far west as Coun-
cil Bluffs where, after waiting three days “for the wind to stop blowing
so the river could be crossed to Omaha’ he turned back. In the fall
of 1856 they settled in Knoxville, Iowa, having been advised “not to
go farther west than the Des Moines river, as the Great Ameriean
Desert would soon be reached and the land was of little value except in
strips near the streams.”

The winters of 1866 and 1857 were of extreme rigor amd many
were the hardships encountered, Strange indeed was the eouniry to
the wife and three children who came in their Quaker bomneils and
speaking "the plain language,” for, true to the inheritance of genera-
tions who lay in the Quaker burying ground in Dublin, the faith had
been fostered in the soil of the Ohip wilderness,

In 1861 he moved to Chariton and purchased the flour mill. Later
I the year he offered his services to Governor Kirkwood as s sur-
geon in the army but being unable to find any one who could ruan the
mill, he decided he must postpone his going and “could do more good
by grinding at the mill and helping the families of the bors who were
gore,” as there was no other mill within twenty-five miles. Whea the
call came again in 1864, he succeeded in getting some one to take
charge of the mill and enlisted as a private in the 46th Iowa. He was
soon made a surgeon of the 47th lowa. Owing to the illcess of other
surgeons, he assumed the care of an additional regiment, a gun-boat
aground in the river and the refugee hospital. His health was soon
affected by the strain but he persisted in his determination #o remain
until his regiment was mustered out.

In an autobiographical sketch prepared by him for the Lueas Coun-
ty Historical Society, his love for the state is evidenced in the state-
ment that “I have traveled from the Atlantic to the Pacific 2nd have
seen many fine places but considering climate, health and happiness,
Iowa suits me as well as any place I have ever seen.”

It was always a delight.to his friends to listen to Dr. Wright's
reminiscenses of early days and pioneer experiences, for his gentle
humor and his appreclation of the relation of personal happenings o
the larger events which were then making history, gave imterest to
whatever he had to say. Always modest and unassuming, ome never
knew what an important factor he often was in many of these events.
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Senator Hasselquist moved the adoption of the report an e
resolutions,

Adopted unanimously by a standing vote,

Senator Saunders moved that the remarks made by Senate™
Hasselquist be printed in the Journal.

Carried.
MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE,

The following messages were received from the House:

Mgr. PresSIDENT—I am direcied to infcrm your honorable body that tiIz <
House has herewith returned House file No. 325, a bill for an act to amer® a
cection forty-eight hundred twenty-two (4822) of the code, relative to mali©="

ious injuries to buildings and fixtures,
- C. R. BENEDICT,

Citief Clern

Also:

MR. PrEsipENT—I am directed to inform your honorable body that (Fze
House has indefinitely postpoped the following bill in which the cor® ™
currence of the House was asked:

Senate file No. 166, a bill for an act providing for the compilation of 2
roster of soldiers, sailors and marines, survivors of the Mexican and (.‘iw’:l
wars, now living in lowa, and making an appropriation therefor.

C. R.BERNEDICT,
Chief Cler k.

MRr. PrEstDENT—] am directed to inform your honorable body that (e
House has concurred in the Senate concurrent resolution relative to exten T~
ing an invitation to President Roose_\fe]t to attend the reunion of tE2€
National Society of the Army of"":e Philippines, to be held at Des Moine =
August 13, 14 and 15, 1906.

a

C. R. BeNEDICT,
Chief Clerk,
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Birth: Nov. 30, 1820
Belmont County
Ohio, USA

Death: Dec. 26, 1905

The Chariton Leader, Chariton, Lucas County,
Iowa; Thursday, December 28, 1905

The community was greatly shocked to learn of
the death of DR. JAMES D. WRIGHT, one of our b

pioneer citizens, which occurred on Tuesday \

morning, December 26, 1905, at the home of <}
his son, JENK R. WRIGHT. He had been slightly
indisposed for a few days, but was able to be
about and his illness was not thought to be
serious. Members of his family called him
Tuesday moming and not receiving any
responses went to his bedside and were

Edit

Cemetery Photo
Added by: G. William Whitworth Ir

Add 2 phato Requszt By
fien thic peasor ﬁl ;P?m!n ﬂu&;|

horrified to find that life was extinct, although
the body was still warm. Death had come while
he was apparently asleep, and was probably
due to the infirmities of old age. On
Thanksgiving day he celebrated his 85th

Photos may be scaled.
Click on image for full size.

JAMES D. WRIGHT was born in Belmont
County, Ohio, on November 30, 1820. He was
of Irish descent, his father having emigrated to
Ohio from Dublin. He was reared by his parents
in the Quaker belief and his love for that faith
was strong. His life was characterized by
honesty, industry and simplicity, and his
amiable disposition, his kind and generous
nature, his cordial and pleasant manners won
for him friends of all with whom he came in
contact. Always affable, pleasant and
agreeable to everyone he at once gained their
respect. He had no enemies but legions of
friends. He was the embodiment of the noblest
traits and the community loses a valuable
citizen. He studied medicine in Cincinnati,
Ohio, graduating from the institution in 1843
and later graduated from the College of
Physicians and Surgeons in New York City.

DR. WRIGHT was married March 3, 1847, to
MARGARET M. EVANS, who passed away 21
years ago after a happy married life of 37
years. They came to Iowa in October 1856,
locating at Knoxville where they lived until
April 1861, when they came to Chariton where
they resided until death. In 1861 he enlisted in
the 47th Towa Regiment and served as surgeon
until the close of the war. In 1868 he was
elected to the State Senate and served
efficiently in the 12th and 13th general
assemblies of Iowa. He was one of the
organizers of the State Board of Agriculture
and was a member of the first Board of
Trustees of the State Agricultural College at
Ames and greatly assisted in building up that
school. He also was interested in and assisted
in the construction of the Burlington Railway
through Iowa. The news of his sudden death
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caused a general wave of sadness and the
tenderest condolence is extended to the three
surviving children, MRS. J.A. BROWN, F.P. and
M.E. WRIGHT, all of this city. One daughter,
MRS. L.F. MAPLE, died several years ago. DR.
WRIGHT had for many years been a prominent
member of the 1.0.0.F. and the G.A.R.

Very brief funeral services, in accordance with
the Quaker custom, were held at the home of
his daughter, MRS. J.A. BROWN, this
(Thursday) afternoon at 2 o'clock, and were
conducted by Dr. D.C. Franklin. The floral
offerings were profuse and beautiful, coming
from sympathetic hearts. The pall bearers were
Messrs. F.R. Crocker, W.F. Hatcher, B.R. Van
Dyke, O.A. Bartholomew, A.B. Gookin and L.H.
Busselle. At the close of the services the
remains were gently Iaid to rest in the Chariton
Cemetery, the G.A.R. having charge of the
brief obsequies at the grave.

Burial:

Chariton Cemetery
Chariton

Lucas County
Iowa, USA
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