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" , 1 c - · t , -· t · W'll' ms b 1·n " I ce1p11:s w"'t'"' vvc1 Qvvv t;A"' ... "'"' ...... ~' ' i up the Chicag o Store's nc~·.- 11.11.

1 
.r oss rest s t>G :t.rres , 1 1a t F. • , , • 

v. · au o ffice!'. thn.t of deputy marshal of year, and 1! 1t hadn t ra.lned It 
· . .., S:J~:~s t·u :;. '..!'1lt~ "· number of w1t-: to sa.v they woul<:t have bee1 
~- Qm~:; went to Ch1eago Satur- r.c!:ses are present from · Shellsburg re'at~·,. ·' ··· ·~ .. ,.. . 
liZ'ht. auct Polk township. . g ' · . . · . 
H'RY EJCH.r:J. , o f Ciinto11, i~ vh.;itiog The testimo-u.r in the case .. of the E_\'ery premiUm ~111 be pa.~d 

Marion Sa.vincrs bank vs . Jane . Sti.nson. cl.nd tl:e surplus will _b~ _used ID il.r f\n ts. e 
Beebe was c~osed S<L~urday, a~guroe-~t.~ 'improving the g::.o'unds, ·enlare 

rso:~s & Port'!' optical r. d . l n d d b t.t ct · 
L:'J e s.n c~s~ su IDl e · . . premium list and in securing 

.\1 

SS\le. Lulu M . Se1ple was .granted a ·d1- . 
5. LIOlll'l" and wife vis.iteu in LEI. vorce from her husb!tnd, .Owen R . . Sei· at~rdctl?ns _for. n~x~. year. · 
: Sunday. plo, on grounds d desertion• .. . ·-·-.. --.......--::--.. -

Daisy Rubeck was granted a. divorce Roster of Company G, 49th I. 
AD Kirk's new a.d. ol.i underwear on the same grounds :from her husband '· Once more 0<?. G is'" in existE 
v. Joseph Rubeck. wen:t at .. its eountry's· call" 
M. LOREE and wife r e turned to Cbas. M. Pa.de_n, of Belle .Plaine, wa.s Spanish ~ar a.nd s·er~ed faith1 
Cb 1 1 • · 1 t granted permiSSIOn to sell hquor. . . 

ar es as ... mg 
1 

• · The court will continue · this . week discharged.. . 
:~;bat .Jervis says abo.nt carpets and probably mos~ oi next. , · On the re~orgail.!zation of· ~r. 
: space to-day. ,' . the old companies were . gi 

JOHN W. TRAER DEAD. 
LEN MuBPllY spent Saturds.y and preference. . : . · ... 
i..Y in· Ceda.r . Rapids . . · . A Pioneer -~~~.~ttdent of Yi11ton Dies atKa~- 'l.'he. ''boys~' here·.·desi;red ·to 

· · 1 B · d . sas City. . th.e old o'rg.a.·· n. 1'zs.t'1'on· a.·n~ d :"·o·n l f'l.~ t t.;:. <: hn.nge m t. _1e aywar 
Co's u.d. tvday. . The Kansas City Star. oflast_·Wedn~~:- the.adJ' uta.nt general's order · 

.._ · day evening contains the - following ·no~ 
m<:r~ BuR::wA:~I.:.V-· 111 give··· a concert tice oi. tlie' death in' ·that· city:;_ ·of . John' · g~rii.ze ·. the ,co,mPan:y, ·a. . ~~e1 
dar Ra.;i~~ Dctober 10." Tra.e1:. · · · :,. .·· ·.: cS.lle\!1 and an affirmative vote 
r.1 .t ~!!:RY <'::Jening 3.t Churchill & . ".J~hn. W. Trae:, agent for· t~~ !fi· re-organ.ize. The · preli~1na 
o. 's . last- ll'\'0 days ·this -week dehty ~lfe . Ins_Ut ~DC~ co~pa_ny, w;th ·were .. taken and 'la'st Thursda't 

. offices Ji' :he ~he1dley bmldmg, died " 
:~_- .s·~~w~H=r,_ o! Wasl:lng ton, Iowa, { thi~ mon ing of an al!cident, .. _the exact Adjutant, General Byers ca~e 
n~lttng JIJ Vmton las ~~ week nature /f whJCh cannot be ·learned. tered tile company.in. Nearly 
~~ good l'(•:l U~ Rt.a::e cou \entiou ! 1~~- trae~ \~1~~ found i~l f.ront h oft the serving in the war'. re-enlist~ 
:; iu Des iv.loincs. I•'rida.y Oct. 0. !' :S u ?rt UI mg, ncar event s r~et follo·,.,...l·ng I's· the r·'ster: .· ·. ' and Grand uvenue. A letter earner .. v 

I. MAliA.~ and Mi~s McQuilk_l n, found him. Mr. Traer .was lying Captain, J .. E. Whipple. 
1 Porte, VISited ~~l Vinton Sunday. ,· sensel~ss on the ·.street. . His_. bicycle 1st. Li~utenant; Edward Car1 

C R 1.! , f Chicago is in was lymg near lum. A st:ange fea~· 2nd L1eutena.nt, Wm .. H. · Ba 
tS. . . u :'\IITll, 0 ' ' t f th 'd t . th t th . All Elmo K -· · 't' h · t · ··Mr" R H ure o . e .-acc1 en Is a ere . en . . 
:l!.J' v181 1ng er ~16 .e.~, l , '· · · seems to be no wit,nesse<J. .. ·! .··.,Alvord, Josepp.'"A, 
n. Mr Traer was sent home ·in:. a. car- · Austin, Geo. ·K,. · 
~s . Lo!JlS Rt: YF;L&!O: Y retu rned f r ow · riage. His body bad no . cruises Qn it Ball, Benj. c E. 
s:tended •.isi t iu Kan&as City las t 1 but h.e ·was un.c~ns9io!J·~· __ It is·~th;ough~ Ball, G. K .. Jr. 
~a.r mornP'f': · .. · . ·.. i ·I that m~ernallDJUrles ·caused· h1s ·death.. Benfer; .Jas.: A . . ; .. 

',.: .. :-.:: •• .• -· .• - ·· . .. .. :-J' .,, ...,'"':~- .... ,.,.,..,. ·~nil · cHtne, \Valter.D. 
~~· ~~-i~~ A~~~~e~u:~~ t~:a~~: b~~ii~-;r~-~f·C~d~~ R~pid~: I=o·~~:· .whe~~. D'Acres, 0iyutl Ji. 
, ~s . ' t li'~~e ·. g · . he llved for nearly fo1. ty years. He Eggleston, Mile A. 
e Vl~l. . • . li~ed in Lake Charles, .La ' a while·but :· ·Fish, Thos: G. 
~r. ~<1. LORR-E was in the office last two years ago caa:.e to Kansas City. . Fish, Geo. M. 
trday c:n d paid llis 4-1th subscri p·l He was G8 years old and lived at Fish. Cha.s·. W. 
to the EAGI.J•:. 31 fO Peery avenu e.".. .. Gould, George . 

:r _ vu .j Re is surviv~d by his .wife · and four ' Hammond, Steve 
n~. ~: ~: NonLE, ?f Ta5lor to n , daughters, Mrs. Willie Bradlev and · Hammond, J. P . . 
•, 1s-..: u;_ltiDg b~r Sister, Mrs. John r Miss Maud Traer, of Kansas City; Mrs.· -Hayes, W. 0 
ler, of Muscatme. George Penfielcl,· of _Chicago, and Mrs. ·Kaglev;-.Rcrmab. . 
m~ SEE a.nd wife and Miss Kahler, W. G. Harcourt-Vernon, of Toronto, Kirk, Ha.rry D: ·. 
evington. have been ~isiting in the Canada. · .Lamos, ,·Wilbu'l' W. 
for the past week. · ,·Lane, David A: .. 

Good Roa<lf! Convention. . .. Metcalf . .. Oren J. 
ISS TESSIE DO~ELAN attended the 
arn.l of the late Mrs. 0. J. Lay~ 
ler, of Cedar Falls 

Iowa Gooc Roads State Convention, Miller, Edward c. 
Des Moiues, Octob~r 6·7. Half fare Mont~omery, Frank 
railroad rates. Also free rural mail Nabbolz, Paul · 

.n~ \Rl:\OLL and 5aughter, of Ced." delivery. convention same time and · . :Porter. Leroy L. · 
:ta1 ,j, visited her mother, Mrs. E. place. " · · > -. · ' &)ston·~ Herry :u. 
!::>t.t•dman, last week. The government of the Ur.ited Mates Scott; Elmer 

has Established a department called . Scott, Clarence 
/. E . BICKPi . visited his ~1ster, Mrs. the Office of Road Inquiry. . . s· . w J 

t nr k. 8 d tmmons; m. . ovman, a n av 10s, over un a.y. General Roy Stone is the Director, S'b t w v 
d · h h ' 1 er • · m , . ~ r cturne ·tnt 1m. Hon. E. G. Harrison is the Ur.ited Shaw, Earl 

lO )'T E LI ,JS 1ef~ for Mad1son, Wis., St u.tes Special Ag-en: and Road Expert. Smock, Edward J. 
, . , "'' ·- .. , _ n •• ! 'f' h f' -;e qentlemen \'<;' ill be :n D~s Moines ~ml"\ll C: r> . :r()h~ TT 
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n:1! ~e·s~ ~.~·1-.:.: 1 1n th•: .!1 (t>\'' monLh$. pus-' 
· ~ilil y ·,\'!thin tht: j)!,__ent " 'el?k. I hOJJt: 

t!Ult: sun!~ rad\('tl l c:hunf.!'t-S in t~11.; in
Ol' 1 ~liL'a:-~ce lo.,,\'.S will be rnu.<Je ~t.t rho com
r.~~ i llf: se:;~Iun o( th..: ;ep,:isl O.tl.ll'':!." 
n
;e-. MET ACCIDENTAL DEATH. 
~~I . I j. 
h~ Joh·n W. Traer. a Former Resident of 

This City, Dead at Kansas City. 
Is, 
hE: 
lle 
or The- details o~ the so..d a.cci<lcn t 1 S 
ur.! which ~-t.!~Liltt.~d In the deuth of ·Jo1m 
ntl \V. Tmer. a (ormer rl!sid~nt oC ll1ls 
·or ci t~·. at ·~nn~t\~ City lM~t \\'ed11c:;;~~Y. . 
·Ill st:\1 remnln n my:-;tecy. :Vll'. '.fraer 14. 
·lc- w:.Ls found In an l,inc~onscivl.l!-i cunC:i-

~ion in tlv~ street In front of h~::; oJf
nce, h is blcyc t;.: lyt.r.~ by · nls si~lc. ] Sl 

n. Xo 0n~ su.•.v tbe accident, nnd as ~ 
; 10 ~here w0rr: no bri.J lses or r:1~rks on 
H•. t he person a car1•Jn.ge >vas cn.ll~tl an(l I 7. 
IIY he- \\'OS ~e~1t to his horr1t:, wh~L·e • 
-.:w ~ deatr. ensued a. re·w minutes l:Lt.:r. 
l l. l C\' ldcJntly from rhe r;rt:e.;::cs of lr.ter-

n<tl lnjuric:::;. I C 
John W . Tl'!l€r was one oc the J)IO-o. 

l 

( 

~·. n~P.I'S and- builders or Ccu~u· H.l~pius. 
~. bdng r,romint.•ntl;; i'u-~r.tlf:ea ."::rh the 
118 l>ul !dlng of thf. Puclnc di\'l:sion of lhf~ 
at B .. C. ,f~. & N. 3-nd t-:av!ng ll1'1! beau~ 
p. tiful l li.tle city of 'I'!'at.:l' "n~m~d aftet' 
n- lllm. After a residence· here of nearly 
r~ - fort~· yearg he remo,·ed to I...nl<e 
:o1 Charles, L<:t .. from which polr. t he ro-

r.lo\·eu to Kn.m;as City . two years ago I A 
to 1.mgnw= !n the insurance bURlness.' 

.Y. He is J::.Ut'\'i\'ed by hls wife LUH.'l four 

11
c: daughters, Mrs. ~~l t: ic l3radley, nntl 

rc, 1\{iss ~1n.ud Tra·er . at Kan~H\S City, 
r~l Mr~. Geor~;e Penr1eld Clf Chicago, n.nd 
l r. 'f\•[!'S. ""'iAi, G. H::.v::ouurt-V~?mon of Tv-

( 

'ht: ror: to. Ca.nat.la, ·\\"hO w i ll h(we the I~ 
!.tt; ~yrnpo.thy ot: rnnny fri ends In Cedar 
m- :Raptr]$ (tncl e1~c·~o'hr:>rc. 

;lCl. 
At 
1 r
.ey 
oC 

{Or 
·ed. 

. 
REDUCED Rc\.TES 'l'O 'V:\SH- . .E 

JNGTON AND NFr\V YORK. 
· Reduced r~tcs will be n\nde by I j, 
the,. Northwestern lin•~ to Ne·w 
l:ork ~ud "\Vashlngton, ~ccount I F 
T\. ............. u .... .t:.l""'hT'.A.I.ion. For nin.·tiC-
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ir~ 

.fOHN \V. TRAEit DI:AD 

.. '- r I O.Mr Iw.ltlrnt gf (;~••r ltepl•• J)5o. 
•t It n .. '4._. en Y'. 

jh~:: Kan~.:l~ etl]." !llar or ''"-~T.e-'i

L1~y ~,·~nlng c::nnl:~lna lhc £oUawlt1,; r.~
tlc-'.! c.r lbe flr:1th Jn thnl cit~· or .Je~hT'I 

'\ 1t_ Tr .J.C r-. 3. tnrm~r re~~ den l of r.-.Lhn: 
fuiphl5~ 

••.John 'Ur. Traer, a~nl tor Utce Fhlel
ll F J .• trc ln~uranr~ compon:r. 1\'ll h cr
fic:cs Jn lh'! Shchll~y buUlJinC', flhi!l1 I h.b 
mnrrdn.r; or an til"cl\lcnt 1 lhe ex=:L.~t na
lurC~ or \'t"hlrh can nol ~ [~:ltl'l~- ~1r. 

'rrnr-r 'tt'.i\."' found [n fronl of t he }ihu • 
krtrt l)ulldSn~;, ncar El~,·enlll siTHt .o~T'IJ 
G1.1::nd "''""nuc. A l~ltcr carrier (o"Uni 
ldm. :!\lr. Tr.1cr 'r\·a.s h·Jng !IPM .~lf'~h 

o:~ lh~ .slrC'fL IfJ' bl~:;clc wa:;;; l.J! l r .. ~ 
tll.':lr' hlm. .A !Sh'anc-e rt.•:\(UrP. cf the 
:l ('rJd(·nl Js t.hat there ~ccms 1o he nn 
w J lncs.~~s. 

".:\!r. 'rra~r tt.:L!'I ~cnt borne In a. ~&l.r
:n:agc.. ]!ls bod~~ had llO bro1~<·S nn !t. 
b•Jt he ·w~5 unron~c-lous. 1l i.s th(I'Lls;h t 
1 h :-L L h1 te-ru;. J I nJ ur,("~ c.'l u Wfl h,s ~ 1 t•:tl h. 
:'arT. Tmer t'C'llS on~ or tho f1hH'1r::!l!ts Md 

'bu1 I ~~rs or Ccd:tr Raplll8. la\\ ri . Yit .. l'n? 
II ·~ [j n~d nr.ar]j· forty YI!CIT!ii!. J lc BvM. 
, n I,~::lk{! C.h.3r1tL~ L, .. ~ wliLIP, t.u.c two 
Jo'.Cn r-9 nJ;o C'.amc Ca lian:!Fn5 CJI f. 

"' 'Jlc \t:t.s fi'S y(.'ars utcl .anti lh; ._,.d at 

-:\t :::1 n :r pi!!opla In Cru1 a r 1 {a l•,d!: -r. ill r~ .. 
rncmbrr llr. '.f'raer, ll"ho \\'ns In busi 
J':IQ..II\!i. h~1o lor ~an1t! Urnt". II!~! Is .:-ur
, .J ' '~ti by his n lie and four d:, u ~h trrqo. 

'\.'ill' 

t ()'M 

the 
Pte 

.. 1 
Ed 
a.~ 

lh 1 
ho, 
wh 

~~( 

Jt.. 
ne 
an< 

El 
~u 
m e 
IT:IC 

i1t 
::111 

nn: 
mn 

'l 
:sh: 

If 

~~r s. 'l\'Jilh• Il r;,dley antl :\tis.~ )J:.fU4] 

'Trn~r of Kon~s Cib". )fr:;,. GeotGr: 
P~:di•!141 ol Clllr~!;O, .o.tn1 :\11 ~. \V. G . A.. 
llu.rcourl- Vernon ot ToTOnto, Canntl:~.. 

., , 
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.,.. \... ... . . 

r. • For ·~ lay{ of tbe comer ~ The llutl'~f, + 511)\'1( oi abe· .. •• Oovemmtilt ~ hm . l?l'J 

! Boi::IUI• lad· faf1 festiVifeS II lo&". Th tn B 
............... . • . • · · &n O Lt\~ ! o 

CbM:IIO, Od. • to ll. tbe ~ C. ~-·' tbm · _, 

R. &: N. 'Ry. wHI sen tickets to tn~ ccd .. r 
~.n a.ud ~tm•i raie:ohee ~"j'3.1''~"1 

' 
~~~ .. ~~~ - .. ~\I t 

'· .lr3Q:tok.cHf :t.c 
11:rlcJ :Jtltt .a.r. 

. . eo- , ·.. .. · •· · · • · · · rcoJ hot roc 
fife io,-.. UJe ~ trl,. •Tfek~fS .,:~ lhu:rcuh 

>olin. liE: t c..:.li: 
IVr:. , 'T'hc- elsler 

~OIIl <' "' th '111m. 
her r tmoH •l t•) 
the r~ 1:> ro..-~ 

(WI sale Oct. 2 to 9 iGc[flii,·~, rortcaoti~Q 0 

good uatii atJd mdooing Oct. 14. ten~r tllt T' 

The B.1 C. R. i N. oitm the beSt 1.mslt>rc. ·.t 1 

service tG Chi~go. Diily, throu~b 
traim, iast ~btdules and the 
most cooven~t depot in tbe city. 

"'"c l lr!roe 10L 
! I ell he c- h·J~-

on• I 11 me. 'Thw 
C:l:De t~ Cc-:lar 

>rl llmt :l!l<r-
' ortr< r('.:Jnlltd. 
"nJ t.e o::l a.~s 

J. A. -LOMAX. Tkt. A~t . 
• Union ~Pot. 

I .. 

" ha.rt'Y he-me .WAS A Rf!jULT f() A PAlL . ·· 
~e 'tl'~r.t lo:J ~[lr:. · . . . . · . , · 
llllle 'i<O!k , '•r.•l h~ p_,lcli,U.. I• I'Wnn1 to n-..1: 
tlS 10 t.1or t'1 ,_,Is. erJohoW.Tl'lll<'~"· . 
Jill<'!-.;· 11r]o~:-. he T he: Kllri~~ Cll)' 1'1m~>s (.'(l nt•lns 

lne::l SO rM .JO~ fU~l hC:T v.t r l leul~TS li1 rcp;ard to the: 
l o C tmnf~· :md. ·dnilt ot J ohn W. T r11 er In that ell }' 
nc. 3~ folio~&: 

•ht H o'.ol h~r 

~klnfli t.cr IIU:e 
eel~ . 'rile .<~ter 
~n~oll! lr.• )(11.111; 

1 0h:) l\', T TJ.9r tor l\4"0 r*ar!l p:ul a. 
rdJdP:Ilt or thlll ell If, d~l II ( hill Ua(. 

d('~n. 3)10 .l'~ry a"\'tnur, :v~tl!rd;~o )' 
mrmilo.~ . . Tc!'llila>· h,• "';" knock~ 

•hort ttme aHcr· dolr.n b>" 1. v~hlcle 41 Grand avenue 
'tltar Rlp.IJ:. l n and · Etcl\··~nth su.etl, 't.wt was ablf to 
·"d ~r. tr.~lclhJ: Dtr>CHd to hts otncc Jn the! Shcl~l~y 
ICc ,b11.C ,.lt!.:u~t bulldlr1 JI'. Sh.ortl). att~r hi• arrival 
-'Ina: f'toere the there h e c-(lmplalitf'!:l of h£-ln~r Ill • ml 
Jt -.H .. ht<l'i fro::r1 'Jt.:.qn . itl«:trnt' . ult('On~C lo'll•. 
1, al~: bt a.t . lo • Nr. Tr~er ..-aa., YNif'll old «n<l te.-v"' 
1U lro lhe ro.:u:.~ 11. ,;..J ro~> 11n-.J (OU1' cl l OJthtCts, Onl! Of 

r .,.He •l .. )'ln.f, ~hl)m Is tl\o "'·tfe ef W. C. Dradlt }', 
rc a.rrc.lt~<l- n:c rnanar;u <-f th e A.ne>:or Fence compal'l( 
rml{lle ol nl• hu or t h ll d1Y. He ,.-.as A rolon~t 1)1 fo«., 
l'l c- &~:l t f J ) ' he ·.an-i toT mo.n >· n-•n durlnK hiiJ r t>shl · 
'· Mlll )·irHC Mm ~n~t - lh r.ro~> . w a!l a. banll~r nnd rallro1.1 
lmcr:ct•J a n ~c:· · · ' W "mQt;: r , 
1t n t111011rt.d rhe 
a ti ul lrTJ'. 

ll't..• t<.ld ' • re· 
m~ time 11. rrco. L 

. Thf cor.::.ncr wu :M"IIed Y~Utc!•1 
•M h !IWeBtiC3~IIIr; lh~ clrcums\n<"et 
leadlnfll \J p to the de.- I h. 

·lC (cor Lhe IIIII ~ It\' 11 N'nl D-COOD :SUJt8E OIRL .AX I> 
; u:.> hccHne 111 ~ tUsl11t In llrht 'h.O'J~,;ork . Mu. A. 
~ lnr; but .-. 1'1\N I!- )(, l>urtnt', Sl? DhJtloll •t, 
:u ~( n )u~lne<i 

• to oo • hJ• n. 
rtl nc> e,: hltnc<l 

cnruliLf c:>l adc:. 

r .. ~; •••• 

oeJECT U!~ IN PO~I~S , 

"'~t ...... l•c~~ ... "'~ 
~n.-\--A.o. . 
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192 The W68tem Lifs-Boat. 

new possessions. After five years success. 
ful farming he sold out and moved to Vin· 
ton where he engaged wltn his fat.her in the 
agricultural business, at whic.h he has since 
been engaged. Their sales average about 
$50,000 o. year. Tbey sold 65 Marsh 
Harvesters dunng the seo.soo of 1872. He 
was married In 1861 t.o Miss Lemlra Gun 
nison, a native ofN. H. They have alfamily 
of two children. 

Politically he is a Republican- voted 
twice for Lincoln and twice for Grant.. 
Religiouslv he is a member of the Presby· 
terian church. He bas a vital-montal tem
perament, Ia a thorough, practical buslnese 
man-successful because he Is always faith
ful to business. 

In the winter .of 1872 they erected a fine 
brick block, 40x80, two stories, at a cost or 
$12,000. They occupy the entire lower 
floor with agricultural implements, and 
the basement for storage. He takes an 
active interest In the prosperity of the 
place. 

J OHN WELLS TRAER. 
U·REPRESRNTATJV11:1 IOWA LEGISLATURE. 

J. W. Traer is a native of Knox county, 
Ohio, where he was born, November 18, 
1882. He is of English-Irish ancestry. Gen. 
Montgomery, who fell at Quebec, is in the 
line of the paternal ancestry, his great.
grandmothcr beinR: a Montgomery. He is 
the third generation from the colonial pil
grims, his grandfather being an English
mao by birth. fils father, James Traer, 
WIIS a nahve of Pennsylvania and one of t.he 
early settlers of Ohio, having ectlled ln 
Knox county Ill about 1816. At that 
time there was but ono log cahill in Mt 
Vernon. 

Young Traer was educated to agricultu
ral pursuits during his minority with the 
advantages of the common ecboo!J of the 
Buckeye State. At the age of sixteen yetira 
he began the study of medicine under Dr. 
R. H. ;Meridith. At the age of 21 he be ~tan 
i8 a druggist but sold out in 1866 and 
moved to Vlnt.ou, Iowa. where he engaged 

"'';;';;·· ....,.,..._ ___ _ 

in banking and reai estate, in which he 11 
still interested at present linder the firm 
name of Traer Bros., but for the paat seven 
years be baa been actively engaged as a gen
eral business agent of the Burlington, Cedar 
Rapids & Minnesota Railroad. 

In 1866 he waa elected to flU a vacancy In 
the Legislature. In 1867 he waa elected u 
Representative and re-elected t.o the same 
position in 1869. He made a very suocea
fullegislator-earnest and constant ln de
fense of what he believed to be right.. 

Failing health and his private business 
have prevented his accepting other and 
more important offices in the gift of the 
people. 

Politically he was an old-line Whig, and a 
Republican from the organization of the 
party and took an active part in organizing 
the party in the county, and during the war 
took au active part in .organizing cluba and 
was the orpnizin~t officer of the Union 
League in the county. 

He was manied In 1858 to Allowesla D. 
Beardslee, daughter of Beverly Beardslee of 
Whiteside county, Dllnoia. They han a 
fa.mlly of four children. 

Religiously he is a liberal, t.akl.ng a w-ide 
view of theology and a liberal estimate of 
man, h1s duty and his destiny. 

All in all llr. Traer is a true and loyal 
man, full of business and successful In all 
he nndertakea. 

WILLLUI llcCLAIN, 
PBJ:NCIPAL OF TirE IOWA CITY ACADE)(Y AND 

JOWA CO:lOI:ERCIAL COLLEGE. 

This distinguished educst.or was born in 
Lancaster county, Pa., February 27th, 181'7, 
is of Scotcb-lrisb descent and lived in the 
place of his nativity five years, when hit 
parents moved t.o the city of Pbll&delphla, 
where the father died when the son was 10 
years of age. Upou the occurence of thi.t 
event, William went t.o reside with an uncle 
in his native county of La.ncaster, and & 
few years later removed with the family t.o 
Columbiana county, Ohio, and in the fall of 
1886 commenced teaching ecbool in .Marl
borough, 8to.rk county, Ohio, and &ft.er one 

I . 

- ....._. _.__ 

Willi~ F. WiUiam8. 

year's service, attended a Quaker school 
taught by Jesse Holmes, Esq., now of West 
Liberty, Iowa. The nen twenty years of 
his life was spent in teaching schools of 
-yarious grades in various places In Indiana 
a.nd 1 Oluo, principally in Richmond, In 
the former State, and in Salem, Belmont, 
Atwater, Marlborough m the latter Btate, 
and he tells us that, in Salem and Marl
borough the best twenty _years of his life 
were devoted t.o hla loved profession and in 
his effort to establish a grade of education 
in those echools which should conduce t.o 
the greaU:at po88ible good to the pupils, 
he suoceeded most satisfactorily. His ad· 
nnt int.o tbla Slate was made in the fall of 
1854 in an endeavor t.o regain that beallh 
wbi~h had been greatly damaged by inces
sent professional application. On the 9th 
of September, 1841, he manled a lady who, 
in all the subsequent years of effort, he found 
t.o be truly "an help meet," for b1m, a.od in 
April or1866, with his family he ~ttl?d in 
Tipton, Iowa, where with but a bnef mter· 
val to 1866, bta time was occupied in the 
conduct ol b..ls tarm, and in the last named 
year he removed t.o Iowa City for the pur
pose of availing himself of the opportunity 
presented by the schools o! that place for 
the more perfect education of bia children. 
In the fall of 1857 he bought the Iowa City 
Commercial College and conducted this in
stitution until September, 18'70, when he 
ope~ed the I owa City Academy. In the 
founding of this preparatory school was tur
nlsbed all students an opportunity for the 

1 aoqus\tlon of knowledge in all the common 
branches ot an Eogl!Jh education, and an 
lntlmtite acqualntan•:e with mathematics, the 
natural aciencee and languages. 

Ita exerclaee are conducted by a corps of 
able and accomplished teachers, and In con
nection with the Business Collge poaseases 
ample CacliiUes for impartin~t either a good 
Academic or Commercial bual.n8S8 education. 
Though established but two years it baa at
talned a popularity with the people or t.he 
State, second t.o no al.mllar Institution in t.he 
State, and in view of its Cacitltles and of the 
results &!ready accomplished it 1.1 made t.he 
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Lacoon in Traer Park, 1908 

Perry Township 

This is a story of Traer; it is not THE story 
of Traer! Of all the cities in Tama county, this 
one perhaps has had more of its history 
recorded than any qther, but there are the 
newcomers, the young, and those who delight 
in reminiscing - and a story of Traer is a 
delightful narrative. Through the media of 
newspapers and books, members of well
known pioneer families and their descen
dants have written of Traer and/or the early 
families who settled in the "new land". There 
are the late E.E. Taylor and his family 
through the Traer Star and the Traer Star 
Clipper, Janette Stevenson Murray in They 
Came to North Tama, as well as her other 
books, Margaret Wilson's novel, The Able 
McLaughlins, Allan Carpenter's Between 
Two Rivers, and Rev. James Chalupnik's 
Pioneers, 0 Pioneers. Facts have been kept 
from fading into oblivion in Those Were the 
Days, 1873-1973, the centennial compilation 
1-ty a dedicated committee who collected into 

1e volume what can most nearly be called 
1'HE history of Traer. 

During the Western Movement from the 
early settled parts of the United States, Iowa 
was considered part of the Great American 
Desert, and emigrants bypassed it for Kansas 
and Nebraska. However, in the spring of 

'I'taer, 1987 

1849, some settlers chose the southern part 
of Tama county in which to live, but it was 
not until January of 1852 that the northern 
part had a permanent resident. 

The first cabin in the area was built in 1852 
by Norman L. Osborn, but he did not remain 
and the land eventually passed into the hands 
of Giles Taylor in the fall of 1852 when Giles 
and Ira Taylor and their families came from 
Ohio. Giles used the cabin Osborn had 
erected and Ira built another for his family. 
It was Giles Taylor who was the first mayor 
of Traer, and whose family consisted of Zoe, 
Traer's first postmistress when the Wolf 
Creek post office was moved to Traer Aug. 21, 
1873, Melville, Addie, and Elmer E., origina
tor and editor of the Traer Star, later the 
Traer Star Clipper. 

John W. Traer, of Cedar Rapids, known 
among his friends as "Skinny", platted the 
site of a town on Sections 10 and 3, Perry 
township, when the Pacific branch of the 
Burlington, Cedar Rapids and Northern 
Railroad came to the region in July, 1873. The 
selected site, surveyed by Charles G. John
son, was on land owned by Giles Taylor and 
J.L. BulL Traer himself had owned a saloon 
in the new town, but although it had been 
named for him, he did nothing to further its 
development. An earlier Traer, J.C., was the 
clerk of court who signed orders for forming 
the three townships that made up Tama 
county in 1853: Buckingham; Indian Village 
and Howard. 

Unfortunately, the "Crash of 1873" caught 
the B., C.R. & N . Ry. and the track ended 
at Traer for four years, due to lack of financ,es 
for completion. This crisis of the railroad 
caused it to be put into the control of John 
I. Blair, Moses Taylor, Wm. E. Dodge, and 
other eastern capitalists. Blair was president 
and the road, which cost about $40,000 per 
mile, was put into the hands of a receiver in 
May, 1875. 

On July 26, 1873, D.E.Bryson became the 
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first telegraph operator. The depot waiting 
room served as the scene of the first religious 
services held in the new town. Two churches, 
Ripley Congregational and the Methodist, 
which were in Old Buckingham, were moved 
to Traer where Giles Taylor donated the site 
for each. 

Another railroad was to come later. A 
branch of the Chicago & North Western, 
known as the Mason City, la. and Blue Earth, 
Minn. Railroad, extended from Belle Plaine 
to Traer and thence northwestward in 1900. 
Its first passenger train reached Traer June 
18, 1900, and for a long time there were two 
"day passenger" trains, 1:00 P.M. from the 
north and 6:00 from the south. An unfortu
nate wreck at Elberon Junction on March 24, 
1968, terminated service on that line and the 
rails were removed in 1976. The abandoned 
depot, now restored as an eating place, still 
stands. 

The B., C.R. & N. was absorbed by the 
Rock Island Ry. in June, 1902, and the last 
passenger service was in 1956; the depot has 
been removed after being in use until the late 
1940's when it was dismanteld and replaced 
by a rail car. Now that, too, is gone, and the 
Rock Island railroad is bankrupt. 

J.R. Smith came from Tama City in 1873, 
opened a lumber yard and built the first 
building which burned within a few years. In 
this structure, B. Best operated the first 
substantial store, bringing the stock from 
Tama City. After the store burned, Best 
became the proprietor of Best House. A.M. 
Batchedler and J.G. Strong built a store 
building and had a stock of drugs. Clark 
Newcomber sold tobacco, cigars, and a little 
of everything. Within a short time, almost 
any item that would entice a customer could 
be obtained in Traer. By 1879, the profession
als included 2 dentists, 3 druggists and 6 
doctors. There was a land agent and 2 justices 
of the peace, not to mention 5 hotels, 3 
restaurants and 9 grocers. 

These numbers seem impossible, but the 
establishments were not the kind of super
businesses we patronize today. Each stocked 
small inventories. There were 5 blacksmiths, 
3livery stables, 3 harness shops, and 2 wagon 
makers which were also necessary activities 
in the nineteenth century. Many other 
businesses were carried on. 

An election for incorporation carried Dec . 
9, 1874, and Traer was incorporated in 1875 . 
Mayor Giles Taylor took charge, while W.H. 
Bowen acted as recorder. The trustees were 
J. Morrison, T.H. Greelis, A. Mitchell, J.R. 
Smith, A.M. Batchelder and L. Ladd. R.H. 
Moore was treasurer, the marshall was Hiram 
Klingman and W. Rogers became assessor. 

The Perry township census of 1875 listed 
947 males and 699 females, a total of 1646 
persons. A century later, Traer alone con
tained 1682 citizens. An early statement of 
elevation notes 916 feet above sea level, but 
the present one is given as 892, a difference 
of 24 feet, perhaps depending on one's 
location in the city. 

The lndependence Day celebration, July 4, 
1875, was expected to be the grandest ever 
witnessed in the county. The Rev. Stephen 
Phelps, Vinton, was secured as orator, the 
Cedar Rapids Brass Band, one of the best in 
the state, was to furnish music, there would 
be a 13-gun salute at sunrise, as well as a 
display of fireworks after dark, and other 
attractions. The railroad had a special sched
ule for a train from Cedar Rapids: Leave 
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1860 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

ancestry 
Yousearchedfor J.W. Traer in Iowa 

1860 United States Federal Census 

Name: J W Traer 

>.gc in 1860: 27 

Birth Year: abt 1833 

Birthplace: Ohio 

Home in 1R6o: Taylor, Benton, Iowa 

Gl•ndcr: Male 

l'ost Office: Vinton 

Value of real View image 

estate : 

Hou~chold 

~lcmb<'rs: J WTracr 

NellyTmcr 

Alia DTmcr 

Marillc Tmcr 

Minnie Traer 

U ETmer 

27 

2 

23 

6 

4 

25 
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1870 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

ancestry 
You searched for J.W. Traer in Iowa 

1870 United States Federal Census 

:\arne: J W Traer 

Birth Y~;rr: abt 1832 

A!\~ in 1870: 38 

Birthplace: Ohio 

Home in 1870: Vinton, Benton, Iowa 

R:lCl': White 

Uo:ndcr: Male 

Value of real View image 

estatt': 

Post Office: Vinton 

Household :\amr 

:'-1cmbt•rs: J WTrncr 

Alia OTraer 

Maud Traer 

Minnie Tnrer 

Nellie Traer 

CanioTracr 

Albl'rt Marsh 

C M Sa.~sc 

Jas l'owlcy 

M .J Fowley 

A)lt' 

38 

33 

15 

13 

11 

8 

18 

18 

36 

31 

Sourc:e C'hation: 'rar lH-o: <.:'"r"u" Pl.tr~: \ inwu. Henton, lou·a: Rnll \I.;Q;~ 3-6: Pd .,t•. 2 ... 18: 
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1880 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

ancestry 
You searched for J.W. Traer in Iowa 

1880 United States Federal Census 

;l;ame· J. W. Traer 

I lome in tSSo: Cedar Rapids, Linn, Iowa 

.\gc: 49 

E>llmatcd birth abt 1831 
year: 

llirthplac.:: Ohio 

Relation to ll~ad Self (II <'<1<1) 

of llou~chold: 

Spouse's name.•: Cary Louise 

Father's Ohio 

hirthplacc: 

Mother's Ohio 

birthplar~: 

:-<dghbors: View others on page 

Oct·upation: Banker 

:\!an tal Status: Married 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

rcal~,':.\l~~ 
Blind: 

Vie" image 
lklf and dumb: 

OJ/~~~lJlf: 
ldioti<· or insane: 

llou>ehold >Jame 

;\1<-mbers: J. W. Traer 

C3ry Louise Traer 

Maude H. Traer 

Minnie M. Traer 

Nellie R. Traer 

Corrie 1.. Traer 

Obediah Clery 

~un:~t ('ita lion: )t•ar- rl'lXn: Ct•n .. uc. 1-'l;h't': f',•dur Rup1d" /,Hill l11mt: Rt'll Tt; :1.~1 

F.1111d_1 lfl.;.t~~ t ' tlm: t:J."i-13;1: l',l,:t•: HI.!UI(m; 1-:IHtlll"'rnh< tl (lt,.tl!t I; ~.to hno11 l'' oU•') 

Sou~t" lnformaliun: 

\g(• 

49 

45 
25 

23 

20 

18 

23 
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• ID: 114625 
• Name: John Wells Traer 1 

• Sex: M 
• Birth: 13 NOV 1831 in Ohio per 1870 census 2 1 

• Death: 20 SEP 1899 in Vinton, Benton, Iowa 2 1 

• Occupation: 186 Banker 

Father: James Montgomery Traer b: 11 SEP 1783 in Maryland 
Mother: Parthenia Fletcher b: 1795 in Virginia 

Marriage 1 Alia D. Beardsley b: ABT 1837 in Ohio per 1860 census 

• Married: WFT Est 1862-1890 2 1 

Children 

1. Marille Traer b: ABT 1853 in Taylor, Benton, Iowa 
2. Minnie Traer b: ABT 1855 in Taylor, Benton, lowa 
3. Nelly Traer b: ABT 1857 in Taylor, Benton, Iowa 

Sources: 

1. Title: johnwesleythomasdescendents.FTW 
Repository: 
Media: Other 
Text: Date of Import: Apr 6, 2003 

2. Bn~derbund WFT VoJ. 1, Ed. I, Tree #4275, Date of Import: 
Mar26, 1996 
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